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As I sit down to write my article for this issue of The Tracker, it occurred to me that 
the cruise season is almost half over, my term in office could end in a couple of 
months, and I’m just getting the hang of this President thing. That said, I would 
like to apologize for such an unorganized July meeting. There must have been a 
full moon that night that I didn’t know about. 

Speaking of the cruise season, I did not know that once your name goes out on 
the web, you suddenly become very popular. I have been quite surprised at the 
number of invites that the club has gotten to attend different shows. If we all didn’t 
have families, doctor appointments, homes to attend to, and the many other 
things that demand our time, we could attend cruises seven days a week. Don’t 
get me wrong, I’m not complaining, but I don’t think a diet of hamburgers, hot 
dogs, pulled pork, and sodas is very good for the cholesterol! And it looks like 
August will be another month full of activities with Golling’s Kops for Kids Charity 
on the 2nd, the Pontiac Nationals in Norwalk, OH from the 1st through the 3rd, the 
club picnic on the 9th, the Back to the Bricks cruise weekend from the 12th to the 
16th, which leads into the Woodward Dream Cruse on the 15th and 16th. If that 
isn’t enough to keep you busy, the Old US 27 tour runs from the 18th thru the 
25th. I’ll have to put some gas money aside if we attend any of them. 

On the lighter side, you really don’t get to experience much human kindness on a 
daily basis, or see how much car guys stick together, until it happens to you. 

Nancy and I were on our way to attend the MS cruise when the old Pontiac ran 
out of gas. I know, hard to believe. So, I have Nancy jump behind the wheel and I 
start to push because we were in rush hour 
traffic and I didn’t feel like getting any one-
fingered salutes. The next thing I know, there 
are four other sets of hands on the trunk. We 
were only 500 feet or so from a gas station, 
and they helped push us into the station and 
up to the pumps. I thanked them all, and poof, 
they were gone. I hope to be able to return the 
favor someday. 

Finally, because of some concerns brought to 
the board, we are looking into a new PA    
system and upgrades to the web site.  

'Til next time, happy cruising! 

 

Rick Blome 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

If you're looking for an interesting small town to check out, why not head down the     
I-94 to the little city of Coloma. Yes, it's one of those places of blink and you might 
miss it, but believe it or not, this tiny place has some cool things to check out. 

 
It starts with the history of the place. Coloma 
was first known as Shingle Diggins because of 
the wood shingles that were manufactured in 
the area. The community was later renamed 
Dickerville because people in the town had to 
barter and dicker for items after the timber  
supply was exhausted. Finally, when the    
government decided to start a mail service 
there, the name Coloma was suggested, 
named after a town in California that had been 
popular during the Gold Rush. But there's more 

to Coloma than just the curiosity of its naming. 
 
Every summer, they have a BBQ Blues and 
Cruise Festival held in early June, and just on the 
edge of town, there are a few places you can stop 
to make your trip a bit more fun. There's Fruit 
Acres farm market where you can purchase some 
of the local produce, or if it's in season, pick some 
of your own. Across the road is Jollay Market - it 
looks like an old gas station that's been converted 
into a small market that has a bit of everything! 
They sell ice cream, homemade donuts and pies, 
homemade salsas, and they've even got a taco 
stand. For $1.50, you can't beat homemade! Once you've stopped for lunch, head a 

little further down the road to Grandpa's 
Cider Mill. In addition to a cup of fresh-
pressed cider, you can visit the Dinosaur 
Farm, a collection of iron dinosaur    
sculptures that you can tour around. It's 
cute, it's kitschy, and it's what makes 
small town America so much fun to visit. 
Finally, you can hit The Chocolate       
Garden, a lovely place that sells       
homemade truffles. They have twenty-six 

varieties, and offer a 'tasting bar' where, for a couple of dollars, you can try a few 
varieties to see what you like best before you buy. Definitely a selling point for the 
Missus if you want to attend the Cruise! 
 
It's really easy to find. Travel the I-94 and take Exit 
39. Trust us, it's worth the drive. 
 

 

 

(If there's a cool place you've been to, please send us pictures and maybe a few words about it! Let's bring these 
hidden gems out into the open!) 

Road Trippin' 

Cool Places for Car People 
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Almost all rear wheel drive Pontiacs and GMCs came with a clutch fan driven by 
the engine. This is a reliable way to circulate air around the radiator to keep things 
cool when in slow moving traffic - like the Dream Cruise. Unfortunately, it will also 
take horsepower away from your engine as parasitic drag. It may not be a lot of 
power, but for some, 3 or 4 horsepower is enough to say let's go electric. Instead 
of overpaying so the speed shop owner's kid can get outta jail, this was done the 
cost effective way by hitting up a local U-Pull auto wrecker. 
 
You can plan a romantic day for you and the better half to go to the nearest U-Pull 
yard. This day will involve lunch, a tetanus shot, and some rusty old junk that gave 
up the ghost a while ago. U-Pull auto wreckers are a great source for car parts 
because you get to choose the one you want (or find that Boy George CD that 
mysteriously vanished from your collection a while back). After grueling minutes of 
hunting, an electric fan from a Ford Windstar was sourced out. Yes, Ford. The 
overall surface area of the fan is nicely matched for a vast number of General 
Motors A-body and B-body cars, as well as the trucks. It also produces more wind 
then a politician seeking re-election. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The motor is a 350 ci small block C%#@& (sorry, vulgar language not allowed) 
with a turbo 400. This motor has been converted to use the serpentine drive from 
a 95 GMC truck with a 94 amp alternator. It is doubtful that the original 37 amp 
would be able to keep up with all of the accessories and the new cooling fans. 
 
The final piece of the puzzle is a Painless Performance electric cooling fan wiring 
kit. The wonderful people at Summit Racing were kind enough to send one in  
exchange for $80.00 
 
 
 

Keep Your Cool 

By Mike Bartley 
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Ford Windstar fans, according to Ford, will move 
about 4000 CFM of air through the blades. This 
means a 30 amp circuit will also have to be run. 
Since this was an auto wrecker fan, approximately 
12 inches of wiring harness was cut to allow for 
ease of connection. 

Our test mule for this project is a 1979 GMC C20 
pickup truck in all its brick-like aerodynamic glory 



 

 
Keep Your Cool 

(Continued) 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you haven't already, you should test the fan to make sure that it will work. This 
fan can be used to either push the air through the radiator (fan in front of the   
radiator) or pull air through the radiator (fan between the radiator and the motor). 
A small jump box from the back of the daily driver was used for our test. It was 
quickly hooked up to the fan, and a piece of tissue was used to determine the 
airflow. The tissue was taped to the back of the fan, and if it blew in the correct 
direction, then positive and negative were labeled correctly. 
 
The Windstar uses two fans that work independent of each other. These fans 
were wired together so both would come on at the same time. The wiring was 
then tied back and made neat for the install. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The C20 is driven semi-regularly, so to minimize downtime, certain things were 
installed ahead of time. The 30 amp circuit breaker and the fan relay were con-
nected to the driver side fender. The wiring was tied back so that the truck could 
be taken to work for a couple of days. 
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Painless Performance has three different ones. 
30102, which has a thermostat for 195 F on to   
185 F off, was selected for our project. 

You're going to have to fab up some mounting 
brackets to accommodate the fan. Some creativity 
will be necessary. 

This is a good time to show off your wiring skills 
and how neat you can keep your project. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The thermostat either goes in the head of the engine or ithe intake. There was an 
unused spot on the driver's side head between the number one and number three 
cylinder for mounting. Just make sure to keep the wires away from the exhaust. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wiring the circuit is easy, as Painless labels every wire every few inches. When 
possible, the wiring was tucked into the factory wiring harness to keep things neat 
and clean. The rest of the wiring was covered using wiring convoluted tubing and 
zip tied every 6 inches to make everything as clean as possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using the prebuilt brackets, the fan itself was installed. Take your time with this as 
the fan housing may need to be modified to be installed on the radiator. On the 
lower mounting, tabs holes had to be drilled since Ford uses a pocket to drop the 
lower fan into their radiator saddle. 
 
Continue to wire the fan to the relay and tuck the wiring into the harness and    
surrounding tubing. For this project, the fan shroud had to be trimmed around the 
upper radiator hose and the drain petcock. This only took a couple of seconds, but 
it is something that was not foreseen.  
 
 
 
 

Keep Your Cool 

(Continued) 
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Both the circuit breaker and the relay are installed 
with self-tapping screws. Locations were selected 
to keep the length of wiring down to a minimum 
with easy access for maintenance. 

This was a good time to do a radiator flush. It was 
also a good time to spread coolant all over the new 
driveway. 

Take your time with the wiring of the relay. Pushing 
it through the factory harness loom as much as 
possible will give a cleaner look. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Once everything was wired up, the truck was started. The engine came up to   
temperature and the fans cycled on and off a couple of times 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Some things to note: First, the fans do not come on during regular driving and only 
cycle on during long idles. Second, since the serpentine drive is there, one can 
see the timing pointer, so timing the engine will be much easier in the future.    
Finally, if the water pump fails, the fan shroud and fan don't have to be removed to 
remove the pump. In total this project, with some minor hiccups, did take the better 
part of a day to do. Take your time and it will be worth it in the end. 

Keep Your Cool 

(Continued) 
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←  Out with the old... 

...In with the new  → 

Drop the fan in place and you can already see 
there is plenty of room to for the fan to hang in 

Upper radiator hose was trimmed 
so not to cut into the hose. 

Enough of the shroud was 
trimmed so that in the future the 
petcock can be opened and 
closed for servicing of the cooling 
system without disassembling the 
cooling fan. 



 

 

In the previous issue of The Tracker, we  talked about sway bars, control arms, and 
ball joints. In this issue, we'll conclude with a discussion about springs, shocks, 
steering linkage, tires and alignment. 
 
SPRINGS AND SHOCKS 
 
Since the control arms have been removed, now is the time to inspect, and  
possibly replace, the factory springs and shock absorbers. If a spring is distorted, 
broken, cracked or bent, it must be replaced. Springs should always be replaced in 
pairs – front or back.  Shock absorbers affect the quality of the ride of the car by 
reacting quickly to road hazards and bumps by absorbing and rebounding the 
bump. A quality set of shocks to suit your ride and handling preferences is       
available. Premium gas and air shocks are some of the most common and        
inexpensive shocks on the market today. More aggressive shocks that allow the 
car owner to custom tune the shock by giving it multiple settings with which to set 
absorption and rebound are also available. These shocks, like the QA1 brand, 
command a much higher price as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DRAG LINK, PITMAN ARM, IDLER ARM, TIE RODS, & ADJUSTABLE LINK 
 
The steering linkage of your car transfers the turns of the steering box to the     
pitman arm in order to move the drag linkage left and right and subsequently the 
tires. These components wear out over time as well. So take the time to inspect 
these items carefully. If any of them appear to be badly rusted or have excess play, 

Making Your A-Body Handle on the Cheap 

Part III 

By Dennis Carol 
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These are more valuable as scrap 
metal than under your car – replace 
in pairs – front and back 

Good shock vs. bad shock 



 

 

replace them while you are doing all this front suspension work. You won’t get a 
true front end alignment without it. Replacement parts are readily available at your 
local auto parts dealers. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TIRES AND FRONT END ALIGNMENT 
 
The final items to talk about are front end alignment and tires.  A front end      
alignment will dramatically impact the wear of your front tires. A car with a bad 
alignment will wear the inside or outside of the car’s tires prematurely, depending 
on the problem with the alignment (camber, caster, toe-in or toe –out).  A bad 
alignment will also negatively affect your car’s fuel economy. Bad alignment can 
be caused by any number of things but worn out front steering components such 
as ball joints, steering linkage, idler and pitman arms, and control arm bushings 
are often the main causes or contributors. 
 
Tires will impact the car’s handling ability. If the tires are nearly bald, the lack of 
tread will cause the tire to lose traction during rain, snow, and icy weather        
conditions.  Proper tire inflation is also key to proper tire contact with the road. 
Under or over inflation of the recommend tire pressure reduces the tire’s contact 
with the road. Prolonged under inflation can lead to permanent damage of the tire 
and replacement. So check your tire pressure often year round. 

Making Your A-Body Handle on the Cheap 

Part III 

(Continued) 
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Fresh new drag link components, 
idler arm, and pitman arm being 
installed on this Impala 

Exploded view of your steering 
linkage. 



 

 
Making Your A-Body Handle on the Cheap 

Part III 

By Dennis Carol 
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Tire width impacts the amount of contact surface the tire (and therefore the car) 
has with the road. So the wider the tire, the more road contact a car has and 
the better it should handle. So stick with the tire sizes that the owner’s manual 
recommends if you are running stock wheels, or if you’ve measured your wheel 
wells and your wheel offset spacing correctly, then go ahead and order the 
maximum amount of tire that will physically fit inside your fender wells. The 
choice is yours. 

Tire pressure is critical and        
incorrect pressures can lead to 
problems. 

Dust-Off Winners 2014 

For anyone who didn't make it, the Dust-Off was a huge success with hundreds 
of cars competing in several different classes. Here's a brief sampling of some 
of the best of the best! And check out p.15 for more Dust-Off news. 

  

 Best of Show 

 George Farley  

 1969 Firebird Convertible 350 

 

 

 Norm Hovis Memorial Award 

 Douglas Cremer 

 1934 Pontiac Touring Modified 

 

 

 50th Anniversary GTO 

 Eric White 

 1967 Pontiac GTO Gold Convertible 

 

 

(A big thank you to Dennis Carol for the photos!) 



 

 

Cruisin' 'The Dub' ' 

By Phyllis Van Sickle 
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On July 9th, a group of Widetrackers drove over to Lexington to attend the 
car cruise at the A & W.   

 

 
 

 
We were warmly welcomed, and several of us took home some fabulous   
prizes by spinning the Big Wheel!!!   

 
 

 
 
 

Check out the photo of the Big Winners of the night:  
 
Judy Vader and Bob Van Sickle each holding a jug of homemade A&W 
Root Beer....better known as "Judy's Jugs"!!!! 
 

A & W has always been   
synonymous with classic cars 
and cruising.  

The Widetrackers put on a 
good showing! 

Wheel spinning, and Pat Sajak is 
nowhere in sight! 

Bob looks dubious...that bike tire 
seems a bit sketchy! 

Judy looks awfully proud of her jugs... Of 
root beer. 

We'll have to ask her how the homemade 
stuff measures up! Unless, of course, 
she's brought enough for us all to share. 
☺ 



 

 
 

Summer cruisin' 
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It's a fact of life. As soon as the weather 
turns nice, the classics come out. 
Whether it's cruising down to the local 
A&W, Cruise Night at Golling, or the 
Hadley 4th of July parade, if you keep 
your eyes open, you're bound to spot 
some of the Widetrackers in amongst the 
other classics. 

Most of these were taken at the Hadley 
parade, but as you can see, when the 
group gets together, we make a rather 
impressive  display. Don't you think? 



 

 
 

Summer cruisin' 
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Not a Pontiac! ↓ 



 

 

The Sloan Museum Auto Fair is a two-day car show 
held on the Flint Cultural Center Campus, that has a 
little something for everyone, making it a great family 
event. There are hundreds vehicles on display, and the 
show is open to all years, makes and models. Proceeds 
from the show go towards the acquisition, restoration, 
and maintenance of the Sloan Museum auto collection 
and archives. This     
ensures that future    

generations will be able to see and enjoy these 
awesome machines. 
 
This year, the show brought in over four hundred 
classics to the Flint area over the weekend of 
June 28 and 29. As part of that impressive    

number, the Sloan 
Museum welcomed 
several Widetracker 
members who showed their vehicles in a featured 
display called “50 Years of GTO.”  Eric White, Jeff 
Bourcier, Ken and Barb Vanniman, Ernie and Hilda 
Peruski and Rich and Linda Dabrowski were invited 
to be a part of this 
special display. 
The 50 Years of 

GTO display, held in Durant Plaza, featured 
GTO’s from 1964 through 2006.  What more 
can you say about the GTO? Pontiac Chief 
Engineer John DeLorean and ad agency    
executive Jim Wangers almost single handedly 

started the muscle 
car craze. 
 
A big thank you to Thomas Self, General Show 
Chairman, and Al Rogers, Photographer for     
hosting an excellent 42nd Annual Sloan Museum 
Auto Fair. 
 
 
 

50 Years of GTO 

By Rich Dabrowski 
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Rich & Linda Dabrowski's 1965 Hardtop  

 

 

 

 

Eric White's 1967 Convertible  

 

 

 

 
 
Ken & Barb Vanniman's 1969 Judge  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ernie & Hilda Peruski's 1967 Hardtop 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Bourcier's 1969 Ram Air IV Judge 

Want to know who owns this gorgeous creature? Keep reading 
this issue of The Tracker to find out! 



 

 

(Thanks to Jeff Bourcier for providing the original magazine article) 

In June, the Widetrackers held their 26th Annual Spring Dust-
Off at the Springfield Oaks County Park in Davison. It was a 
great day, hundreds of cars were there, and even more   
spectators, all celebrating their love for all things Pontiac (and 
Oakland and GMC). When you've been doing this for over a 
quarter century, you figure out what works, fine-tune the    
details, and start to get noticed for the things you do 
(sometimes sooner rather than later)! 

 

Back in October of 1993, Richard 
A. Lentinello, a writer for High   
Performance Pontiac magazine, 
did an article on the Dust-Off. Back 
then, it was held at Pontiac Motor Division HQ in the 
parking lot, but even then, it had the concours, the 
swap meet, and the car corral. Touted as one of the 
first major all-Pontiac shows of the year, the article 
shared that the event is no longer just a local thing, or 
even just a Michigan thing - twenty-one years ago, the 
Dust-Off was attracting people from Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Pennsylvania and New York, and it had even gone 
international, as a lot of Canadians were making the 
trip from as far away as Toronto to check it out! I bet if 
one was to stroll the grounds now, you'd find license 
plates from even farther away, a testament to the fact 
that the event just gets bigger and better each year. 
And, as Mr. Lentinello wrote about in his article, even 

when the weather turns sketchy, it doesn't stop the die-hard Pontiac lovers from 
coming. That's one thing that hasn't changed over the years. 

 

But one thing that has changed in recent years is that, disappointingly, General 
Motors discontinued the Pontiac brand in 2009. Prior to that, it sounded like the 
Powers That Be would use the Dust-Off as a good 
opportunity to show off some of their show cars -   
including some Stock Car racecars. Still, even without 
the brand-new flash on hand, the show continues to 
be incredibly popular and continues to grow every 
year. There's a little something there for everyone to 
enjoy. And, most importantly, the club is keeping the 
love alive for this now-defunct brand and making the 
little town of Davison famous among car enthusiasts. 

 

 

(The original article can be found in High Performance Pontiac, October 1993, Vol. 14, No. 5, pp 46-47.) 

The Day the Dust-Off Got Famous 

(Or, How the Widetrackers Scored a Write-Up in a  

Professionally Published Magazine) 
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Anyone else read this magazine 
waaaaay back in 1993? 

This 1932 V8 Coupe won Best In 
Show at the 1993 Dust-Off! (Image 
taken from the original article) 

Who remembers this 
place? (Image taken 
from the original article) 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI).  The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers.  While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not   
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

Well, summer is finally upon us. Just think - five more months until Christmas (scary!). Driving 
through the neighbourhood, it dawns on me that the kids are out in full force. There's street 
hockey, and kids riding bikes without a care in the world. They're surely not thinking about 
the two tons of American steel on the roads. Keep an eye out, because bumpers hurt. But 
more than that, we want to make sure that the next generation of car lovers gets to grow up. 

Summer also means travel. You get to go to unique places, see fantastic sights, and meet 
weird and interesting people. This would be a time for you to say, 'Hey, I bet Mike and Jenn 
can squeeze this into The Tracker.' 
Drop us a line with some pictures 
and a brief summary and we will get 
it in there. Don't worry if it's just point 
form; we can help! 

We ran our first contest in the last 
issue, and we think it was a success: 
a whopping three people responded. 
Keith Seymore was the first to    
respond with all of the correct     
answers, and for his efforts, he won 
a framed classic Pontiac ad featuring 
a 1941 Pontiac. (Ah, if only you could 
get a brand new car for $828 these 
days!) 

Have a fun, but safe, summer, and we look forward to seeing you - even if it's on a wanted 
poster. And then we'll want details. As always, keep it between the ditches.  

~Mike and Jenn  ♥ jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Bill & Laci Fisher—Casco 
Phil & MaryAnne Lauwers—Shelby Twp 
James & Erin Lechota—Lennon 
Blaine & Pam Tweed—Clarkston 

 
 

While at the Sloan Auto Fair in Flint, some of 
the Widetrackers made friends with a lovely 
1968 GTO convertible (and its owners, by 
proxy). You did see the picture, right? Page 
14? Here they are with the car's owners, Bo 
and Deb Pauldine—and a Widetracker 
membership application! Maybe we'll see 
them at a future meeting. 
 
Good job, guys! Share the Pontiac love. 



 

 

For Sale 
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1958 Pontiac 2-Door Post Car 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

455 Tri Power 

Nice interior 

Chrome wire wheels 

Automatic 

 

$25,000  

Contact:  

Tomas Arenas 

248-563-2952 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? 
Awesome. Is it some obscure resto part that you don't need     
anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by 
email at jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we 
have voice mail) with the details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), 
and we'll make sure it gets put up for you!  

We're here to help. Use us! 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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DON'T ASSUME 
 
His request approved, the CNN News photographer quickly used a cell phone to 
call the local airport to charter a flight. He was told a twin-engine plane would be 
waiting for him at the airport.  
 
Arriving at the airfield, he spotted a plane warming up outside a hanger. He 
jumped in with his bag, slammed the door shut, and shouted, 'Let's go'.  
 
The pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took off.  
 
Once in the air, the photographer instructed the pilot, "Fly over the valley and 
make low passes so I can take pictures of the fires on the hillsides." 
 
"Why?" asked the pilot. 
 
"Because I'm a photographer for CNN News," he responded, "and I need to get 
some close up shots." 
 
The pilot was strangely silent for a moment, finally he stammered, "So, what 
you're telling me, is . . . you're NOT my flight instructor?'" 

A TRUE LOVE STORY 
 
An 89-year old woman was arrested for shoplifting. When she went before the 
judge, he asked her, "What did you steal?" 
 
"A can of peaches," she replied. 
 
The judge asked her why she had stolen the peaches and she told him that she 
was hungry. Then the judge asked her how many peaches were in the can, to 
which she told him 6. The judge said, "Then I will sentence you to 6 days in jail." 
 
Before the judge could actually pronounce sentence, the woman's husband spoke 
up and asked the judge if he could say something on his wife's behalf, to which 
the judge agreed. The old man stood up and said, "She also stole a can of peas." 



 

 

WORLD'S DUMBEST KID? 
 
A young boy enters a barber shop and the barber whispers to his customer, 
“This is the dumbest kid in the world. Watch while I prove it to you.” The barber 
puts a dollar bill in one hand and two quarters in the other, then calls the boy 
over and asks, “Which do you want, son?” 
 
The boy takes the quarters and leaves. 
 
“What did I tell you?” said the barber.  “That kid never learns!” 
 
Later, when the customer leaves, he sees the same young boy coming out of 
the ice cream store.  “Hey, son, may I ask you a question?  Why did you take 
the quarters instead of the dollar bill?” 
 
The boy licked his ice cream cone and replied, “Because the day I take 
the dollar, the game's over.” 

The Last Laugh 
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LITTLE BOY LOGIC 
 
A little three year old boy is sitting on the toilet.  His mother thinks he's been in 
there too long, so she goes in to see what's up.   
  
The little boy is sitting on the toilet reading a book, but about every 15 seconds or 
so he puts the book down, grips the toilet seat with his left hand and hits himself 
on the top of his head with his right. 
  
His mother says, "Billy, are you alright?  You've been in there for a while." 
  
Billy says, "I'm fine, Mommy, I just haven't gone potty yet." 
  
Mother says, "Okay, you can stay there a few more minutes, but Billy, Why are 
you hitting yourself on the head?" 
  
Billy says, "Works for ketchup."  



 

 

Contact Robyn Marsh   

(810) 348-4619 

or 

horsesitter1@yahoo.com 

Club Products for Sale 

You've Gotta Eat Here! 
 
If you're ever in the mood for a bit of a road trip, 
and feel like taking a devil may care attitude  
towards calories and fat for a day, then boy, is 
this the place for you! Cruise on down the I-69, a 
little bit south and a little bit west of Lansing, and 
you'll come to the City of Potterville. It's a small 
place, home to not quite three thousand        
residents, but they're particularly famous for one 
thing: gizzards. Yep, you read that right.        
Gizzards. Every June, the town hosts its annual 
Gizzardfest, and one of the local eateries caters 
to their love of the gizzard. 

 
That would, of course, be Joe's Gizzard City. It's been a landmark in      
Potterville since 1960, and as they claim, they're "the only gizzard city in the 
world". Their gizzards are dipped in their amazingly good batter mix and 
deep fried, and served with cocktail sauce. Now, trust me when I tell you 
that I'm not a fan of gizzards. Just the thought of them makes my insides 
twist just a little. But, I did try one - they are world famous, after all - and it 
was actually good. That said, for me personally, I wouldn't eat a whole order 
of them but the fact that I didn't run screaming from the room and actually 
had a second was pretty impressive. Though I do have it on good authority 
from my other half, a true gizzard aficionado, that they really are that good. 
 
And for those of you like me, who fail to appreciate the wonder of this little 
organ, there are lots of other choices to fall back on, many of them deep 
fried. I'd recommend the deep fried olives - sounds strange, but they're 
strangely delicious - and their burgers are really good, too. They've even got 
a burger that's cooked, then battered, and deep-fried! Something that wrong 
shouldn't taste that good, but heed my warning, it's incredibly filling. 

 
(Continued next page) 

Sure, we're in the swing of summer now, but before you know it, all that fun 
in the sun is going to start winding down. As the days grow longer, so will 
our sleeves, and before you know it, fall will be upon us. Since you're going 
to have to wear a jacket anyway, why not make it a Widetracker jacket? Or 
maybe a new t-shirt for layering? Just see Robyn to get one ordered, or 
bring in your own items to get the club logo put on them. It's a great way to 
advertise the club and bring in new members. There's even a pretty pink 
available for the ladies. And if that's not enough to convince you, here's a 
scary thought: there's only five months to go until Christmas—Get one now, 
avoid the rush!  ☺ 
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Jul 24 Golling Cruise-In, 4:00 to 
8:00 p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Aug 2 Golling Kops and Kids 
Charity Car Show, 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Aug 9 Meeting and Annual Picnic, 
5:30 p.m.– Officer and 
Board nominations 

Wade Cleffman's, 2351 Morris Rd  
Lapeer, MI 

Aug 12-16 Back to the Bricks Cruise 
Weekend 

Flint, MI   
(www.backtothebricks.org) 

Aug 15-16 Woodward Dream Cruise   
Lunch ~1200 on Sat 

**MUST PREREGISTER 
BY AUG 1** 

Pontiac, MI (Parking at corner of 
Woodward and Huron) 

Contact Jim Larson or Clarice 
Humphrey for more info 

Sep 13 Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

Sep 20 Golling Charity Car Show 
Super Cruise 8:00a.m.  
Registration opens, 
9:00a.m. Judging starts 

Golling GMC 

Oct 11 Fall Color Tour 

Meeting to follow (5:30p.m.) 

Golling GMC 

More details TBA 

You've Gotta Eat—Cont'd 
 
But, in the interest of fairness, they do have 
some healthier fare in the form of salads. Oh, 
and breaded veggies. That still counts as a    
vegetable. Right? 
 
Be sure to save room for dessert. They're all very 
bad for you, which makes them fantastic. They've 
battered pretty much anything you can think of 
from Oreos to peanut butter cups to Twinkies, but 
we have to recommend the deep fried cookie 
dough. These little pillows of perfection are 
served with a cup of chocolate sauce for dipping, and if we wouldn't have looked 
completely gauche doing so, chances are good we'd have licked the plate. Trust 
us, you're going to want these. Heck, skip the meal altogether and just order two 
of these. You'll thank us. 
 
Before you head home, make sure you slip into your Expando-Waist pants, and if 
you're relying on your navigator to talk to you on the drive back home, just put that 
thought out of your mind. They'll be asleep in a food coma before you even leave 
town! 
 
 
If you go: Joe's Gizzard City, 120 W. Main St, Potterville MI 
(Got a favourite place? Tell us about it and we'll post about it! After all, we are an eating club with a car habit!) 
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Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2014 

President   Vice President 

Rick Blome   Ed Cline 

248-302-8518   248-978-6581 

rblome2609@charter.net  edwardcline@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Sheron Keeley   Clarice Humphrey 

248-628-1508   248-628-4280 

smkeeley@gmail.com  clarice915@yahoo.com 

Director    Director 

Doug Blakeley   Chuck Shinouskis 

810-796-2044   810-965-7222 

dougblakeley5@aol.com  shinouskis@aol.com   

Director    Memberships 

Charlie Long    Nancy Blome 

248-628-7297   248-320-2609 

clong85@aol.com    rblome2609@charter.net 

Editor     Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Rich Dabrowski 

810-990-9782   810-667-8766  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  rdbrow648@charter.net 

Clothing Sales   Activities Committee 

Robyn Marsh   Keeley, Larson, Long, 

810-348-4619    Armstrong, O’Rourke, Humphrey 

Horsesitter1@yahoo.com  Shinouskis & Swan families 

 

 

www.widetrackers.com 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:    Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     _______Birth date:_______________ 

                                      Birth date:  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

   Classic of Collector Car(s)  Year Make     Model          #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.   

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKER CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Nancy Blome 

  1750 Deer Path Trail, Oxford MI, 48371 

New member____  

Renewal____      

Payment:  Cash ____  Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 
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