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If you're a very good boy or girl,   
maybe Santa will bring you one, too! 



 

 

Here it is, already the middle of November. As I look out the living room window, I 
find myself wondering what happened to the cruise season?  Indian summer   
never occurred. The temperature went from the 50’s to the 30’s in one day! The 
ski resorts are making snow, and I’m cleaning flower beds, cutting the lawn, and 
pulling up annuals in my Carhartts!  There’s definitely something wrong with this 
picture, but that’s the Great White North for you. 

The cars have been cleaned and put to bed for another winter, and now it’s time 
to make a mental note about what repairs or modifications need to be performed, 
if any. Do I have the time, space, knowhow or ambition to do it myself, or do I just 
pay to have it done? It’s been argued that unless you work on them yourself, it’s 
really not your car. I say that could be debated until the cows come home. 

Now, I would like to mention two events in December that the Michigan         
Widetrackers have been involved in for the last couple of years: the Holly Jolly 
Folly and the Orion Lighted Parade. 

The Holly Jolly Folly is a major fund raiser for the Orion Area Parade Group, and 
is sponsored by John Cooper and Golling Buick-GMC. This event is held at the 
dealership with food, drink, live music and a silent auction. I attended last year for 
the first time, and was surprised at how big an event this is and the number of 
club members that came out in support. If you are thinking about attending, I 
would definitely mark December 5th on the calendar and get your check for $33 
per person in to Clarice. 

The next day comes the Orion Lighted Parade; 
what a great event for Lake Orion.  Weather 
does not seem to be a factor judging by the 
number of people that line the parade route. 
The Widetrackers are a major contributor, not 
only participating in the parade, but also in 
helping to build the Golling/Widetracker float. 
You’ll see e-mails come out soon calling for 
volunteers and listing the dates, times, and 
place where the float is being built.  

Come on out, it’s a great time!! 

Hope to see you at our next meeting          
December 13th at 5:30 p.m. at Golling in Lake 
Orion.  

Sincerely, 

Rick Blome 

President 

President's column 2 



 

 

On a 90-acre historic campus midway 
between Detroit and Chicago is the 
Gilmore Car Museum. On the 
grounds, there are several vintage 
structures, including a 1930s Shell 
service station (where gas is a paltry 
18.5 cents per gallon!), a 1918   
Franklin car dealership, and a      
functioning 1941 diner. 
 
The collection itself includes over 300 

vintage automobiles and motorcycles, including an 1899 Locomobile, a 1934 Ford 
Woodie Wagon (made with birds-eye maple from Michigan!) and a 1930 Rolls-
Royce from the Disney movie The Gnome Mobile. There are also several        
examples of cars that were built exclusively in Kalamazoo - hailed as The Other 
Motor City - from brands that no longer exist such as Michigan, Handley-Knight, 

and, its iconic brand, the Checker Cab 
Company. 
 
The museum is located midway between 
Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, Battle Creek 
and Lansing. It's a bit of a drive, but 
would make an excellent day trip! Wear 
comfy shoes, bring your camera, and 
after you've had your Blue Plate Special, 
be sure to tell us all about it! 
 

 
If you want to go, you'll find the museum at 6865 Hickory Rd, Hickory Corners,   
Michigan. Sounds like a must-see for any car buff! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(If there's a cool place you've been to, please send us pictures and maybe a few words about it! Let's bring these 
hidden gems out into the open!) 

Road Trippin' 

Cool Places for Car People 
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In the previous issue of The Tracker, we began our  installation of a serpentine 
drive and larger alternator. We'd just about completed the job: the old parts had 
been removed, the new pulleys, water pump, steering pump, brackets, and     
alternator were installed. We'd run the belt, and reattached the fan shroud. In this 
issue, we'll conclude the project by finishing up the wiring. 
 
Now that everything is installed, it's time to fill up the power steering pump and the 
radiator. Make one final inspection to check all your clearances. Then, cross your 
fingers, and ensure your lucky underpants are on…and start the vehicle.         
Assuming nothing has flown off, check for leaks and listen for any funny noises. 
Top up the radiator and check the battery voltage. If you're not showing any    
voltage, shut down the vehicle. Congratulations! You've just discovered that the 
truck has an external voltage regulator that needs to be bypassed. Make up some 
jumper wires to fix the issue. Disconnect the regulator on the rad saddle and jump 
the brown wire to the black wire then the red wire to the blue wire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The truck was re-fired, and voltage was checked - 14.5V at the battery. The wiring 
was cleaned up and hidden with wire boot. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

More Power Part II 

By Mike Bartley 
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Thanks to 67-72trucks.com for the wiring diagram 
to bypass the external voltage regulator. 

The fan shroud was installed clearances were 
checked and the truck was fired up. 



 

 
More Power Part II 

(Continued) 

 

**List of parts did not include power steering fluid and radiator fluid. 
 
In all, it did take part of a weekend to install, along with a couple of evenings to 
paint the brackets and give them time to dry. When all is said and done, instead of 
a 37 amp alternator, you jump up to a 100 amp alternator. The headlights do not 
dim, and the wipers act like new. There is also no need to adjust the belts any 
more as there you've got a belt tensioner doing that for you.  The only other   
modification that had to be done was with the power steering pump. In 1970, the 
shaft was smaller than the pulley on the 1994 truck. A pump from a 1978 thru 
1984 GM truck was used instead as the shaft size is the same. The fittings on the 
back end are still the same as those on the 1970. The fan shroud was from a 
1970 Chevelle so that the opening would fit around the fan. The truck one would 
not fit.  
 
One final tip: ensure that the ground wire is making solid 
metal to metal contact. Painting it may interfere with ground 
contact, so if you have to, sand a bit of the paint off. 
 
Now, stand back and enjoy the fruits of your labour.  
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VICTORY!! 

Parts List 

Part Source Part Number Cost 

Pulley, Brackets, Water pump U Pull Em  $40.00 

Water Pump O'Reillys 58-320 $19.99 

Bypass pulley Amazon Dorman 34152 $27.59 

Wiring Adapter Summit Racing PWM-140 $29.97 

Power Steering Pump Summit Racing AAZ-20-6800F $49.97 

Thermostat swivel housing Amazon Spectre performance 4933 $19.73 

Gates Universal Rad Hose O'Reillys 25808 $26.99 

Gates accessory belt O'Reillys K060938 $30.99 

Grade 8 3/8 x 1" bolts Qty 10 Lowe's     

Grade 8 3/8 lock washers Qty 12 Lowe's     

Grade 8 3/8 x 5" bolts Qty 2 Lowe's     

https://www.summitracing.com/parts/pwm-140
https://www.summitracing.com/parts/aaz-20-6800f


 

 

In 1972, Pontiac designed a rear spoiler for their Lemans and GTO models, a  
design copied from their popular Firebird Formula and Trans Am models that has 
been affectionately called the "ducktail spoiler". Pontiac intended to offer this  
spoiler as an option, but the mold for the spoiler broke after only a handful of  
spoilers were made. The cost of creating a new mold was considered excessive, 
so Pontiac simply deleted the option (the same thing would happen again in 1977 
with the spoiler for the Can-Am after 1,377 cars were produced). Only a couple of 
cars are believed to have been built with the spoiler. The remaining spoilers    
Pontiac had produced were rumored to have been unceremoniously dumped into 
the parts bins and scrapped. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, Super Stock Magazine printed an article late in the model year 
(March of 1972) of a Lemans GT using the ducktail spoiler, by which time Pontiac 
had already deleted it from the options list. Fortunately, the aftermarket has not 
forgotten this lost and hardly ever seen option, and has stepped up to reproduce 
this 3-piece missing option. You can now purchase this reproduction spoiler from 
companies like YearOne and National Parts Depot. Even GMP now makes a 1:18 
scale diecast 1972 GTO with the missing ducktail spoiler on it. 

Now You See It, Now You Don't 

By Dennis Carol 
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An example of the original ad as it was run in Super 
Stock Magazine.  

Even if you can't have the car, at 
least you can have a rare diecast. 

A couple of examples of the infamous 'ducktail spoiler' 



 

 

James (Jim) L. Lechota 
June 3, 1957—November 5, 2014 

 
It was both sad and shocking to hear of the     
sudden passing of Jim Lechota. He and his wife 
Erin had not been members of the club for long, 
yet his loss will be felt by all members of the 
group. 
 
Jim was born in Flint, eventually moving to      
Lennon. He married Erin in 1976, and while they 
had no children, their love of horses was          
tremendous. Jim was well known and respected in 
the horse community. He rode 'saddle seat' style, 
which uses a saddle with no padding and requires 
the rider to hold on tightly with his knees. In    

competitions, he won multiple state championships with the horses that he 
and Erin trained. 
 
Jim was a Master Electrician and worked at 
General Motors for over thirty years in that 
capacity, most recently working third shift with 
the BUS AND TRUCK DIVISION. He was 
good at fixing just about anything, and liked to 
restore homes with Erin. And, the two of them 
also shared a love of old cars. He owned a 
burgundy 1967 LeMans convertible, and a 
Monza red 1970 Corvette that he'd just gotten 
on the road. 

The Widetrackers are saddened by his passing, and send heartfelt      
condolences to Erin. 
 
(Thanks to Phyllis VanSickle for all her assistance with the write-up, and 
Clarice Humphrey for photos.) 

Saying Goodbye 

Taking a Moment to Remember a Widetracker 
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To Woodward Avenue With Love From Pontiac 
 
Those were the words that adorned a billboard on Woodward Avenue in Berkley 
Michigan, in 1968, near the exact spot that Pontiac used as the basis for the one of 
the most famous printed advertisement in automotive history. The 2-page ad    
appeared only once in Motor Trend magazine before GM management pulled it. 
The ad showed 2 men in a Verdoro green 1968 GTO making a U-turn in median 
with trees behind it on Woodward Avenue. The ad simply said “The Great One by 
Pontiac. You know the rest of the story." 
 
There are two stories about this ad: the lengths that Pontiac went to in order to 
make it, and the implications and subsequent fall out from it. This article will      
discuss how this ad differs from the actual photograph it is based on and next issue 
we will explore the aftermath of this ad. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1968, Pontiac’s marketing department was under a lot of pressure to maintain 
the sales success and momentum the GTO had developed over the last 4 years 
with their successful Tiger and “The Great One” ads and TV commercials. Like the 
rest of GM’s divisions, Pontiac had some severe restrictions within which they 
could promote their vehicles. GM had come under a lot of scrutiny from Ralph  
Nader and the federal government in the wake of Nader’s successful campaign 
against the Corvair and his book “Unsafe at Any Speed”, and the demands for 
greater automotive safety and corporate responsibility and accountability was  
gaining acceptance in Washington D.C. GM ordered Pontiac and its sister divisions 
to de-emphasize performance and avoid anything that might be misrepresented as 
irresponsible or unsafe driving behavior. GM brass went to so far as to order that 
the cars had to be shown in a static position, so as to not show any of this         
undesirable behavior.  
 
This ad technically compiled with the corporate edict since the car was stopped, 
waiting to make a legal U-turn. However, the fact that the ad clearly included the 
Woodward Avenue sign definitely changed the equation. In 1968, any gearhead in 
America knew that Detroit’s Woodward Avenue was the street racing capital of the 
country. So this ad indirectly implied that two young men in a new GTO on     

To Woodward Ave With Love From Pontiac 

By Dennis Carol 

8 

The famous printed ad as it appeared only once in Motor Trend  
magazine  



 

 

Woodward Avenue were there looking for only one thing - a street race. Just the 
sort of thing GM brass wanted to avoid in the first place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The above photograph is the original photograph that was used as the basis for 
the ad. You can clearly see that Pontiac was not above altering the photograph to 
suit their marketing purposes. There are several distinct changes between the 
photograph and the final ad. 
 
1. The ad has been cropped to remove the left hand tree and the north bound   

U-turn lane, the car is clearly turning south bound. 
2. The photograph only has one person in the car (the driver), the passenger in 

the ad was airbrushed in later. 
3. The GTO badge on the front fender in the ad has been airbrushed to highlight 

the red in the crest. 
4. The black vinyl roof and lower chrome trim has been removed or airbrushed 

out to make the car in the ad a solid green hardtop. 
5. The right hand pole, on the right hand side of the US 10 logo, has been     

airbrushed to move it away from contacting the front bumper of the car, like it 
does in the photograph. 

6. Background colors in the ad were enhanced for the road and the grass around 
and behind the GTO. 

 
Airbrushing or altering pictures is not a new fad in print ads or marketing in       
general. This is a decades old practice which still occurs today, now it is done  
digitally. The simple fact is that Pontiac was not above altering its own product 
appearance to gain a competitive advantage. 
 
 
(To be concluded in the next issue of The Tracker) 

To Woodward Ave With Love From Pontiac 

(Continued) 
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The original un-retouched photograph of the famous ad. 

The original un-retouched photograph of 
the famous ad. 



 

 

A Visit to the Ford Estate 

By Susan Swan 
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On Saturday, October 18th, twenty-two Widetrackers toured the Edsel and  
Eleanor Ford Estate in Grosse Pointe Shores. Our wonderful tour guides, Flo 
and Bob, gave us some very personal insight into the lives of the Ford family, 
which included three sons and a daughter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The architecture of the house is magnificent and it is filled with priceless      
antiques. We also toured daughter Josephine's playhouse and the Carriage 
House, where an exhibit titled Women Who Motored included some vehicles 
from the family's collection. Later we had lunch at Charlie's Restaurant on   
Harper Avenue in St. Clair Shores, where the food and service were excellent. 
We all agreed it was a very enjoyable afternoon. 

Quite the dapper group of    
Widetrackers (with their tour 
guides)! 

Views of the Ford Estate 
from the front and the rear. 
Quite the impressive sight 
to behold! 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, 
there is always food with fellowship. Our 
monthly pot-luck suppers are always an 
amazing sight to behold, and over the 
course of the night someone is bound to 
ask someone for a recipe. 
 

The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members to share some of 
their signature dishes with the group, and hopefully, you can find a new 
favourite among the offerings! 
 
Almost Homemade Potato Soup (Ed and Kathy Hodgson) 
 
6 slices bacon 

1 c chopped onion 

2 c sliced or chopped potato 

1 c boiling water 

2 cans (10 oz) cream of chicken soup 

2 soup cans of milk 

1 tsp salt 

2 tbsp. chopped fresh parsley or green onion for garnish 

Cook bacon crisp, then set aside on paper towel to drain. Crumble when cool. 

In the same pan, keep 3 tbsp. of the bacon drippings, and sauté onion, then 

add potato and water. Cover and simmer 15 minutes, or until potatoes are   

tender.  

In a larger pot, blend the soup, milk and salt. Add the potato mixture and heat 

through to warm. Garnish before serving. 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Karen Cline at  

karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 
 

All the leaves are brown... 
12 

It's been a busy fall for the Widetrackers! 
Fortunately, the weather was incredibly 
cooperative, and we got in lots of good 
cruising before we had to reluctantly put 
our cars to bed in the garage.  

There was the Golling Charity Car Show 
on September 20, which was very well 
attended. We got the Widetracker trailer 
up and running. The annual Fall Color 
Tour took place on October 11. Several 
cars participated, travelling through the 
local countryside looking at the autumn 
foliage and ending with a pizza supper. 

With everything the club has going on, 
the winter is a bit of a welcome break - 
though it won't be long before the snow 
starts making everyone long for the 
spring! 



 

 
 

All the leaves are brown... 
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A limited number of aluminum rear fenders 
are being manufactured for service       
replacements on 1942-46-47 and 48    
Pontiacs. These fenders carry the same 
part number as steel fenders and are now 
stocked at GMPD warehouses. They are 
coated with zinc chromate prime applied 
over bonderite. Their light green color and 
relatively light weight will identify them. 
 
Installation 
 
When installing aluminum fenders, use only 
cadmium plated or zinc plated bolds, nuts, 
and washers that have been painted with 
primer. This is particularly necessary on 
those steel parts that contact the aluminum 
to prevent corrosion at contacting areas. 
 
Painting 
 
Remove all dirt, grease, finger marks, etc., 
and apply either Dupont 65-1051 gray or 65
-1052 red oxide primer surfacer or their 
equal, to top and underside of fender. Apply 
color coats in accordance with standard 
practice. Apply a coat of asphalt-base sheet 
metal deadener approximately 1/32" to 
1/16" thick to underside of fender to      
minimize damage from beneath the car. 
 
Painting Repairs - From Bare Metal 
 
When pain repairs are made on aluminum 
fenders where the pain is removed to bare 
metal: 
 
1. Metal should first be thoroughly cleaned 
of all corrosion products, grease, finger 
marks, etc. This can best be done by   
sanding and use of a solvent wash. DO 
NOT USE ALKALINE PAINT REMOVER 
ON ALUMINUM. 

2. Apply warm 5% sodium dichromate or 
potassium dichromate solution (two ounces 
dichromate in one quart of water) or     
Alumiprep #44 to cleaned surface. Apply 
with spray or swab and allow to dry. 
 
3. Apply a zinc chromate primer such as 
Dupont 63-111 or any equivalent material 
made by a reputable manufacturer. Apply 
by spraying in a very thin coat. Properly 
applied zinc chromate primer will be light 
green in color; yellow color indicates too 
heavy a coating. 
 
4. Apply Dupont 65-1051 gray primer   
surfacer or 65-1052 red oxide primer    
surfacer, or their equal, to top and        
underside of fender. 
 
5. Apply finish coats in accordance with 
standard practice. 
 
6. Apply a coat of asphalt-base sheet metal 
deadener approximately 1/32" to 1/16" thick 
to underside of fender to minimize damage 
from beneath the car. 
 
It is important that all members of the   
Service and Parts Department be familiar 
with the handling of aluminum fenders. This 
will enable them to make installations   
satisfactorily on jobs within the dealership. 
The information should also be given to 
"wholesale" and "over-the-counter"       
customers with special emphasis on     
undercoating to minimize damage from 
beneath the car.  

(Submitted by Dan Aldritch. Reprint of original article, October 1948) 

No. 10  S195           October 1948 
 

ALUMINUM REAR FENDERS 

A Blast From the Past! 

Check out the 'Latest' and 'Greatest' Upgrade—Seventy 

Years Ago! 
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After owning a great 1961 Catalina convertible for three years and spending some 
pleasant summer evenings cruising the area, we decided to concentrate more 
exclusively on our 1962 Catalina Bob Cat and see what the '61 might be worth. 

 
Fast forward in time. Two 
days after the Smoke    
Signals magazine ad came 
out, I received a call from 
two nice guys in Texas. 
The deal was done       
immediately. They just 
wanted the car for their car 
museum. Over the next 

month, I received many interesting calls and offers but the car was sold. These 
Texans had other '61 Catalinas, but no convertibles. They loved the car, and   
really liked the history - I purchased it from Bob Seger's collection! 
 
It will be driven occasionally, but will now be preserved for the public to see year 

round. I have heard that Texas is 
becoming a hotbed for purchas-
ing classic Pontiacs. Wonder if 
any readers have also heard 
that? 
 
I'm never happy selling any of 
my Pontiacs, but I know it's going 
to a great home. I told Mary that 
it's time to visit her two brothers 
in Dallas...and we can check on 
the car while we're there. 
 
You can link to their website by 
Googling Bill's Backyard       

Classics, Amarillo Texas [or go to http://www.bbcamatx.com/ ~Eds.]. The museum 
and website are not fully set up yet, but some pictures and stories of their cars can 
be seen - including the story of the '61 Catalina! 

All About Our Night Moves 

By Dennis Koss 
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This gorgeous 1961 Catalina now 
resides at its new home in       
Amarillo, Texas. Makes us wonder 
if the 1962 (pictured above) misses 
his big brother! 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

There's no use being in denial any longer. Summer is over. And we closed off  
another cruise season with the Fall Color Tour. It was a great drive spent with 
even better people - a fun way to have one last hurrah. Soon, winter will be upon 
us, and we have to put our beloved toys into hibernation for the season. 
 
Before we settle in for our long winter's nap, we'd like to say we've had some great 
additions to The Tracker, and many, many heartfelt thanks to those of you who are 
sending us in some articles! We 
love hearing from you, and   
getting your thoughts and     
perspectives. And, for anyone 
who'll be doing some garage 
work over the next few months, 
maybe you could take a couple 
pictures, and jot down a few 
notes on what you're doing? We 
love seeing your projects! 
 
We hope everyone took a few 
minutes on Veteran's Day 
(Remembrance Day for those of us north of the 49th parallel) to remember those 
who sacrificed their lives so that we can live free. A huge thank you to all the   
veterans out there who have paid the ultimate price for us so that we can enjoy the 
freedom to work on cars and cruise. If not for those who have so bravely served, 
and continue to serve, the world would be a much different place! 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to you all (our turkey is long gone, having celebrated our 
Thanksgiving back in October - we like to have a bit more of a break between 
gorgings). We hope the start to the holiday season is a happy and safe one. And 
from the Bartley household (which includes our old dog), have a very Merry  
Christmas, a joyous New Year, and may your snow blower start every time! 
 
As always, keep it between the ditches.  
 
~Mike and Jenn ♥    
jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Dave Bloch—Davison 
Steve and Koula Stoll—Ortonville 



 

 

For Sale 
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Winter's coming! We know you're all warm and cozy in 
your house, but what about your baby? Ed Cline has 
an open spot for rent in his  heated garage.  Good                                                                                                                                                                                          

 place to keep your 
 car warm and safe 
 for the winter 
 months.  Just call Ed 
 at 248-978-6581. 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it 
some obscure resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or 
small, all Widetracker members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at            
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the 
details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! 
We're here to help. Use us! 

Baby, it's cold      
outside! 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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There was a man who worked for the Post Office whose job was to process all the mail that 
had illegible addresses. One day, a letter came addressed in a shaky handwriting to God 
with no actual address. He thought he should open it to see what it was about. 
 
The letter read: 
 
Dear God, 
 
I am an 83 year old widow, living on a very small pension. Yesterday someone stole my 
purse. It had $100 in it, which was all the money I had until my next pension payment. Next 
Sunday is Christmas, and I had invited two of my friends over for dinner. 
 
Without that money, I have nothing to buy food with, have no family to turn to, and you are 
my only hope... Can you please help me? 
 
Sincerely, 
Edna 
 
The postal worker was touched. He showed the letter to all the other workers. Each one dug 
into his or her wallet and came up with a few dollars. By the time he made the rounds, he 
had collected $96, which they put into an envelope and sent to the woman. The rest of the 
day, all the workers felt a warm glow thinking of Edna and the dinner she would be able to 
share with her friends. 
 
Christmas came and went. A few days later, another letter came from the same old lady to 
God. All the workers gathered around while the letter was opened. 
 
It read: 
 
Dear God, 
 
How can I ever thank you enough for what you did for me? Because of your gift of love, I 
was able to fix a glorious dinner for my friends. We had a very nice day and I told my friends 
of your wonderful gift. By the way, there was $4 missing. I think it might have been those 
crooks at the post office. 
 
Sincerely,  
Edna 

I recently picked a new primary care doctor. After two visits and exhaustive lab 
tests, he said I was doing 'fairly well' for my age. (I am in my mid fifties) Being a 
little concerned about that comment, I couldn't resist asking him, "Do you think I'll 
live to be 90?" 
 
He asked, "Do you smoke tobacco, or drink beer, wine or hard liquor?" 
 
"Oh no," I replied. "I'm not doing drugs, either." 
 
"Do you eat rib-eye steaks and barbecued ribs?" 
 
I replied, "Not much. My former doctor said that all red meat is very unhealthy." 
 
The doctor then asked, "Do you spend a lot of time in the sun, like playing golf, 
boating, sailing, hiking, or bicycling?" 
 
I replied, "No, I don't!" 
 
He asked, "Do you gamble, drive fast cars, or have lots of sex?" 
 
"No," I responded! 
 
He looked at me and said, "Then, why do you even care?" 



 

 

A group of seniors were sitting around talking about all their ailments at the Coffee Club 
(McDonalds). 
 
"My arms have got so weak I can hardly lift this cup of coffee," said one. 
 
"Yes," said another. "My cataracts are so bad, I can't even see my coffee." 
 
"I couldn't even mark an "X" at election time because my hands are so crippled,"        
volunteered a third. 
 
"What? Speak up! What? I can't hear you," said one elderly lady. 
 
"I can't turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck," said one, to which several   
nodded weakly in agreement. 
 
"My blood pressure pills make me so dizzy!" exclaimed another. 
 
"I forget where I am, and where I'm going," said another. 
 
"I guess that's the price we pay for getting old," winced an old man as he slowly shook his 
head. The others nodded in agreement. 
 
"Well, count your blessings," said a woman cheerfully. "Thank God we can all still drive." 

The Last Laugh 
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Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

You've Gotta Eat Here! 
 
Does eating grilled cheese bring you back to 
those simpler, happy times when you were a 
kid? Do you like to experiment with toppings 
on your grilled cheese? Did you wear your 
stretchy pants today? If you answered yes to 
any of those, then Melt Bar and Grilled in the 
greater Cleveland area could be the place 
for you. Just do not go there expecting a 
small salad and a bottled water.  
 
No, this place is not for the faint of heart. 
These sandwiches are topped with things 
like beef brisket, meatloaf, fried bologna or 
roasted chicken. And to hold in all this 

homemade deliciousness, don't expect to see the thin sliced white Wonder 
bread and processed cheese slice kind of grilled cheese. No, these       
monstrosities are Texas thick cut toast loaded with real cheese that comes 
from cows, and not some oily substance pumped by Exxon and made in a 
lab. 
 
These giant sandwiches come with real, hand cut French fries piled high, 
and a pickle spear sent down from the heavens. They do have a dessert 
menu, but we laughed when the waiter asked. We split a sandwich and 
were already afraid of the impending food coma. Calories are not posted on 
the menu, though do you really want to know? And when your cardiologist 
asks, you won't be lying when you say you just had a grilled cheese. 
 
So check out their website at www.meltbarandgrilled.com. It's only about 25 
miles north of Summit Racing (wink, wink). Just be thankful there are a lot of 
hotels in the area you can check into for a quick nap.  
 
If you go: Melt Bar and Grilled, 6700 Rockside Rd., Independence OH 
44131  
(Got a favourite place? Tell us about it and we'll post about it! After all, we are an eating club with a car 
habit!) 

The days are getting shorter, and winter is just about upon us! What better 
way to stay warm and cozy than with a nice Widetracker sweatshirt, or how 
about a t-shirt to add an extra layer of warmth? You can bring in your own 
items, or choose something from our new supplier, the Graphic Wizard—you 
can have a look at their online catalogue at www.thegraphicwizard.com. Just 
see Tom or Marlyn to get one ordered, or bring in your own items to get the 
club logo put on them. It's a great way to advertise the club and bring in new 
members. Shop now! Christmas is almost here, so why not surprise your 
favourite Widetracker! Order now to make sure you'll have it in time. ☺ 
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Dec 5 Holly Jolly Folly, 6:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

Dec 6 2014 Orion Area Lighted 
Parade, 6:00 p.m. 

Village of Lake Orion, More details 
TBA 

Dec 13 Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

Jan 10 Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

Jan 18 Holiday Dinner TBA 

Jun. 13 Spring Dust-Off TBA 

Widetracker Victory Lap! 

Celebrating Our Members in the Community 

 

Every fall, during the first full week in October, the Eastern Division AACA       
National Fall Meet takes place in Hershey, PA. The region began hosting the 
show in 1955, and lately, the event takes place on the grounds of Hersheypark 
and The Giant Center. 
 
This event is considered one of the largest antique automobile shows and flea 
markets in the United States. There are over 9000 vendor spaces, over 1000 car 
corral spaces, and around 1500 show cars.  
 
This year, several of the Widetrackers were down in Pennsylvania for this event, 
enjoying the sights and sounds, and enjoying looking at all the beautiful old cars. 
Here are Wade Cleffman, John and Anna Maria Calianno, Chuck Shinouskis and 
Rich Gabriel at the OPW booth, standing in front of an all-original 1930 Oakland 
barn find!  
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Check out this good looking group—
and the car looks pretty sweet, too! 

Wish we could find more in barns 
besides animals and hay... 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2015 

President   Vice President 

Rick Blome   Ed Cline 

248-302-8518   248-978-6581 

rblome91@gmail.com  edwardcline@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Sheron Keeley   Clarice Humphrey 

248-628-1508   248-628-4280 

smkeeley@gmail.com  clarice915@yahoo.com 

Director    Director 

Bruce Bunker   Wade Cleffman 

248-969-0150   810-245-6032 

bunkfish@sbcglobal.net  carcrazywade@yahoo.com   

Director    Memberships 

Rich Dabrowski    Nancy Blome 

586-242-7440   248-320-2609 

rdbrow648@charter.net   nblome617@gmail.com 

Editor     Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Rich Dabrowski 

810-990-9782   586-242-7440  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  rdbrow648@charter.net 

Clothing Sales   Activities Committee 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Keeley, Larson, Long, 

248-891-7809   Armstrong, Humphrey 

teclees1@aol.com   Shinouskis & Swan families 

 

 

www.widetrackers.com 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make  Model   #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Nancy Blome 

  1750 Deer Path Trail, Oxford MI, 48371 

New member____  Renewal____   

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.com 
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