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All Rise...The Judge is About to 
Speak! 



 

 

This edition of the President's report is coming to you from warm and  
sunny Florida (well, it's warmer and sunnier than Michigan for sure). First 
off, I'd like to thank Vice-President Ed Cline for filling in during my        
absence, and extend congratulations to Golling GMC-Buick for once 
again winning best float in the Orion Lighted Parade. I'd also like to      
extend a welcome to new members Dale McLaughlin and Phil Bradford. 
 
I'm sorry we had to miss out on the Widetracker Holiday Dinner at the 
White Horse Inn, but hopefully you all enjoyed the meal and fellowship. It 
sounds like the social committee has planned several great events to get 
us through the winter months, and I hope that as many members as    
possible come out and enjoy the camaraderie and fun. Our next big push 
is in attending and supporting the Dust-Off, so let's start double-checking 
now and work to make sure we're not wasting money and time sending to 
incorrect addresses.   
 
What have you been up to? Nancy and I enjoyed taking a tour of the 
Ringling Circus Museum in Sarasota with Nancy's 90 year old uncle and 
88 year old aunt. It was fun seeing the circus for the Spring Dust-off, so I 
ask those members who have been involved with suppliers, vendors, and 
so forth to go over our mailing list to make sure the names and addresses 
are still current, and they are interested in 
the museum and sharing their memories 
of when the circus came to town. I never 
realized just how much effort went into 
bringing the circus to the towns all across 
the United States.   
 
We are planning to visit the Sarasota 
Classic Car Museum soon, and of course 
Siesta Key Beach - it's ranked number 
one in the USA - along with several other 
attractions in the area.  
 
See you soon! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rick Blome 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

So, this could be a nice day out with you 
and the boys. Picture this: you get up at 
5:00 a.m., jump in the car, and get to 
Toledo around 7:00 a.m. Then you find 
your favourite Waffle House and enjoy 
the cheapest breakfast in the world 
along with a great cup of coffee. While 
you eat, you can tell some horrible    
stories with your buddies, and then 
break off for Tallmadge, Ohio.  
 
For those who don't know, Tallmadge is 

the home of Summit Racing, or what some call it, 'the drainer of bank accounts.' 
The retail space, which is the size of a large JoAnn Fabrics, is filled with parts, 
books, and most importantly, enough t-shirts for one to fill a closet. They also  
carry specialty oils, and some of the paint and body supplies that you may need 
for your project. On the floor, you'll find samples of performance parts that can 
make your car more powerful than an F-16. There is also the Hotrod Apparel  
section where you can outfit your man cave with the coolest wall art, or finally find 
that stocking legged lamp you always wanted as a kid. In the centre of the retail 
space is a large counter where some of the most knowledgeable sales staff await 
your order. These guys are professionals that have a passion for cars and for the 
projects that come through the doors. They warehouse pretty much everything 
that is in their catalog: body panels, tires, engine parts, and racing seats are all at 
the Tallmadge location. And if they're not, then they can get it fast for you and 
ship it to your house.   
 
After the cashiers are done taking your money (and simultaneously putting 
someone's kid through college via your Visa card), the pickup counter gets your 
order. If only Starbucks was this efficient! It is hard to believe it takes less time to 
fetch your exhaust for your GTO than it does to make a Venti non-fat latte, made 
with vanilla extract harvested by a four-foot-seven Asian monk. The service at 
Summit is fantastic; they will load your car and shoot the poop with you about your 
hot rod while doing it. And if you bring your classic Pontiac, then the guys may 
never leave the parking lot. Definitely, check them out the next time you are in the 
Cleveland area and just need to get away from a Browns fan, or need a road trip 
with your buddies.  
 
It is worth it. Totally. 
 
 
If you want to go: Summit Racing, 1200 Southeast Ave, Tallmadge Ohio, 44278. 
 

(If there's a cool place you've been to, please send us pictures and maybe a few words about it! Let's bring these 
hidden gems out into the open!) 

Road Trippin' 

Cool Places for Car People 
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(Thanks to Jim Larson, for passing on the information which was slightly modified from the original press release sent to 

him by Bob Swartz) 
 
Do any of you remember this? 
 
The famous $4.3 million GM Futurliner bus that was the star of the GM traveling 
Motorama show from 1953 to 1956 will once again be auctioned off at the Barrett-
Jackson Scottsdale auction on Saturday, January 17, 2015. In 2006, this bus was 
purchased at the Barrett-Jackson auction in Scottsdale by Ron Pratte for $4.3 
million. The bus will be auctioned off for charity and the estimates go as high as 
$10 million for the bus this time around. All of the eyes of major world collectors 
will be focused on this auction to see if it breaks new records for the General   
Motors Motorama cars and buses for 2015. The Ron Pratte car collection is one of 
the most important car collections in the world, and it is understood that Ron   
Pratte is disposing of most of his collector cars including the GM Futurliner bus.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also, it is interesting to note that another Futurliner bus that also came from the 
Bortz Auto Collection, the 1948 GM Futurliner Bus #10 will be inducted into the 
National Historic Register in Washington DC on January 24, 2015. The Bortz Auto 
Collection in Highland Park, IL is proud to see the induction of Bus #10, which 
was one of the five buses it saved from destruction where it was slated to be cut 
up to be used as décor for a restaurant similar to the old Victoria Station          
restaurants. 
  
In the late 1980s, Joe Bortz was in the restaurant business and was contacted by 
a gentleman who had blueprints and renderings drawn up to take the five GM 
Futurliner buses he had collected and have them cut up to make a very similar 
restaurant concept to the Victoria Station restaurants that were made from cutup 
boxcars. Bortz was able to influence the person who had collected five of the 
twelve GM Futurliners to sell the buses to the Bortz Auto Collection in order to 
save them from them from this horrible fate of destroying significant American 
automobile design history. Subsequently the Bortz Auto Collection put four of the 
Futurliner buses from the Motorama in hands of private collectors and donated the 
fifth bus (#10) to the NATMUS Car & Truck Museum in 1988. It was restored over 
several years by a gentleman named Don Mayton and his crew. 
 
The Bortz Auto Collection has been legendary in saving the great concept       
automotive design one-off artwork that was used for show vehicles at the 1950s 
auto shows. The Bortz Auto Collection has saved over 15 General Motors       

The Future of the Futurliner 

How A Piece of Automotive History Was Kept From the 

Scrapyard 
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The five Futurliners, pre-restoration and 
looking sad. 



 

 
The Future of the Futurliner 

(Continued) 

 Motorama vehicles and is currently the largest private collection of GM Motorama 
concept (1953-1964) vehicles in the United States. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The twelve Futurliner buses were designed to implement a roving show that went 
to all the small cities in the United States between 1953 and 1956 to display   
General Motors progress, future ideas and the current line of General Motors 
cars. Once television became very prominent, it was more economical to         
advertise over television airwaves rather than having a large crew travel     
throughout the United States with twelve Futurliner buses and other trucking 
equipment for three-day displays in small towns before packing up and going to 
the next town. 
 
The Bortz Auto Collection is proud to announce that three of the other five buses 
that had been saved from extinction are also in good hands. One Futurliner bus 
has been recently restored by a company in Utah called Kindig It Design, which 
was recently featured on a 2-hour show on the Velocity channel about its        
restoration. One of the other Bortz Auto Collection Futurliner buses was exported 
to Sweden where it is currently undergoing a restoration. And the last of the Bortz 
Auto Collection Futurliner buses was restored by a group of Canadians who sold it 
in 2006 at Barrett-Jackson for $4.3 million to the Ron Pratte Collection, and this 
bus is again being auctioned off at the Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale Auction 2015. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2014, the Bortz Auto Collection received the first proclamation from the       
internationally famous Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance, stating that it was one 
of the world’s outstanding collections in the world because of its diligence and 
persistence in saving and purchasing these rare concept cars (dream cars), which 
are truly the great works of art of mid-century American automotive designers. 
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This is #3, post-restoration. The 
work was done by Utah-based 
Kindig It Design. 

After years of work, this is how #10 looked 
as it sat outside the NATMUS in Indiana. 



 

 

Jeff Bourcier and Rich Dabrowski were invited to display their cars as part of the 
Pontiac GTO 50th Anniversary Collection at the Muscle Car and Corvette         
Nationals Show November 22-23, 2014 at the Donald E. Stephens Convention 

Center in Rosemont, 
(greater Chicago), 
Illinois.  
 
This special gather-
ing showcased one 
or two of each year 
of the highest     
performance GTO’s 
from 1964-1974.  
 
Our display was 
sponsored by    
Dennis Parus of 
Ride On Appraisals, 
Inc. Dennis and his 
wife also joined the 
Widetrackers at this 
event. What an 
awesome show. 
Most of the cars were in groupings. Here were 
some of the displays: 
 
Class of 1964, 50th Anniversary display;     
featured the birth of the Chrysler Hemi. This 

group acknowledged cars from the 1964 model year, one that saw the introduction 
of many milestone cars and high performance drive-trains. Also featured was a 
very special group of R-code 427 Galaxy convertibles. 
 

Class of 1969, 45th Anniversary display; For 
many, 1969 is their favorite year, with all the 
'69.5 440+6 Mopars, the ZL1 and COPO 427 
Camaros and Corvettes, the Boss 302 and 
429’s and more.  
 
Color My World; This display featured some of 
the outrageous colors of the late 60’s and early 
70’s. Who hasn’t stopped in their tracks when a 
Panther Pink, Hugger Orange or Grabber 
Green muscle car is spotted? While Dodge and 
Plymouth may be the most recognized, with 
their wild colors and outrageous names, all of 
the manufacturers jumped in on this short lived 
period. 

 
Ford Cobra Jet Invitational; Featured The Cathouse, showcasing 428 Cobra Jet 
powered convertible Mercury Cougars.  
 
Plastic Fantastic; In this special display, vintage drag cars were featured, including 

50 Years of GTO—What a Party! 

By Rich Dabrowski 
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Jim Wangers (aka 'The Godfather of 
the GTO) signing autographs 

Jeff Bourcier's 69 GTO Ram Air IV in 
Palladium Silver 

Sponsor of the 50th          
Anniversary display at 
MCACN: Ride on Appraisals, 
Inc 



 

 

Funny Cars and select Corvettes, all with real 
vintage history.  
 
REAL Pace Cars, Presented by the Sloan   
Museum Auto Fair: Of course, we all recognize 
Indianapolis 500 Pace Cars, but in this display 
the MCACN team kicked things up a notch, 
showcasing the actual cars that led the race, 
and not just the dealer sold replicas. 
 
Chrysler 426 HEMI; a 50th Anniversary Salute: 
No one can dispute the impact the 426 Hemi 
has had on our hobby. It was introduced as a 
factory option from 1964-1971. 
 
Vintage Certification & Heritage Collection, 
Presented by American Performance, LLC; The 
Vintage Certification area is one of the fastest 
growing and most popular features of the show.  
 
Barn Finds & Hidden Gems, Hosted by the 
Automotive Archeologist, Ryan Brutt; Over 
twenty rare muscle machines and drag cars 
that most forgot were on display. 
 

Ford Mustang 50th Anniversary Collection; This special gathering featured only 
the highest performance offerings of America’s 
original Pony Cars from the years 1964-1971. 
K-codes, Boss’s, Mach 1’s, Cobra Jets and 
SCJ’s were featured. 
 
Chevrolet L89 
Showcase; Most of 
us know all about 
Chevy’s hot 396/375 
horsepower L78, but 
did you know they 
also offered an   
aluminum head  
version? This very 
special gathering 
featured only real 
highly documented 
examples of Chevy's 
hottest 396 powered 
muscle machines 
and Corvettes. 

50 Years of GTO—What a Party! 

(Continued) 
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Two of the cars on display: a black 
'73 GTO 400 and a silver '73 GTO 
455 

Rich and Linda Dabrowski with their 
'65 GTO Hardtop Coupe 

How to tell a real tiger from 
a pussycat: Drive it. 



 

 

(Continued from last issue) 
 

Last issue we looked at how one of Pontiac’s, and the automotive world’s, 
most famous ads was actually made. This time, we will explore the        
implications and backlash that it caused for General Motors and Pontiac. 

The Great One by Pontiac. You know the rest of the story. 
 
In 1968, GM was under a lot of pressure from Ralph Nader and the federal 
government in the wake of Nader’s successful safety campaign against 
GM and the Chevrolet Corvair, the success of his book “Unsafe at Any 
Speed”, and the demands for greater automotive safety and corporate  
responsibility and accountability ahead of profits. GM ordered all of its car 
divisions to de-emphasize performance and avoid anything that might be 
misrepresented as irresponsible or unsafe driving behavior. GM brass 
went so far as to order that their cars had to be shown in a static position, 
so as to not show any movement or demonstrate any sort of performance 
or irresponsible driving behavior.  
 
Pontiac took out the famous two page ad in Motor Trend magazine; it only 
appeared in the one issue. This ad technically compiled with the corporate 
edict since the car was stopped, waiting to make a legal U-turn. The ad 
simply read – “The Great One by Pontiac. You know the rest of the  
story." "The Great One" referred to the GTO, but what was "the rest of the 
story?" The sign behind the car gave the answer. Woodward Avenue in 
Detroit was the place for illegal street drag racing, and it was famous    
nationwide because of it. Therefore, any knowledgeable reader realized 
that the two men were looking for someone to race. Unfortunately for   

To Woodward Ave With Love From Pontiac 

Part II 

By Dennis Carol 
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Pontiac, GM management saw the hidden meaning in the ad too, and  
ordered the ad pulled. This was the exact type of irresponsible driving  
behavior that the corporate edict was trying to avoid. This ad was         
reprehensible in their opinion. 
 
That might have been the end of this ad, and Pontiac would have gotten 
away with it with little or no fanfare if they had not fanned the flames by 
putting up a billboard with the same ad near the exact spot where the  
original picture was taken. The caption on the billboard read, “To      
Woodward Avenue with love from Pontiac”. This billboard ad          
thoroughly enraged the Berkeley (Michigan) city council. GM received a 
very stern and angry letter from the city council shortly after the billboard 
went up. They were upset that Pontiac was seen as openly belittling the 
law and actually encouraging illegal street racing in an effort to sell more 
cars. The city council argued that everyone knew that street racing led to 
reckless driving, risk taking, and death, just to name a few. 
 
Pontiac had clearly given the middle finger salute to the law and the spirit 
of the GM edict with this ad. GM ordered the billboard ad removed, along 
with any other billboards depicting this ad, at great cost to the company. 
GM apologized to the Berkeley city council. Urban legend also says that 
the city of Berkeley removed the trees and the now famous U-turn on 
Woodward Avenue in order to prevent people from re-creating the ad or 
looking for a street race at that location ever again. 
 
The negative publicity this ad received as a result made it the stuff of    
legend. Today, reprints of this ad are readily available. Collectors scour 
old issues of Motor Trend just for this ad. And, during Woodward Dream 
Cruise week, you can occasionally see people trying to re-create their own 
version of this ad with their own ride.  
 
So now “You know the rest of the story.” 

 

To Woodward Ave With Love From Pontiac 

Part II 

(Continued) 
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A First Anniversary Story 

By Rich Gabriel 
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You know you’ve married the right girl if….. 

…. on your 1st wedding anniversary, you’re a sailor in the U.S. Navy aboard an 
aircraft carrier somewhere in middle of the Atlantic Ocean, and you receive a 
package in the mail. Excitedly, upon opening it, you flip to the first page and 
realize that it’s from your newlywed bride back home. After reading her        
inscription— on this 1968 Chilton’s Auto Repair Manual— you know that life 
from here on out is going to be good. And it all started out with an auto service 
manual and a promise that my love for cars would never have to be sacrificed , 
(as long as she can always have her horses…). 

The inscription read: 

My Dearest Rich, 

I couldn’t quite figure out what to get you on 
this ‘first’ wedding anniversary of ours, but 
it’s  suppose to be made out of paper, so this 
was the best thing I could think of. I hope 
that this will help you out in the near future. I 
wouldn’t want you to give up Cars, anymore 
than you would want me to give up horses. I 
hope you enjoy this book, as much as I en-
joyed getting it for you. I love you so very 
much. 

XXXX 

With all my love 

Cin 

 

 

 

{Ironically- At the time this note was written we had a 1962 Pontiac. I recently  
re-discovered this inscription on the inside front cover of my Chilton’s manual 
while restoring my “1962 Pontiac”,--- some 46 years later}  

A photo of the aircraft carrier U.S.S. 
Boxer, in formation with Caribbean 
Ready Group, 1968. This was the 
ship Rich was stationed on as he 
celebrated his first anniversary! 

The book that started it all! 
When a woman gives you a 
gift like this, she's definitely 
a keeper! 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, 
there is always food with fellowship. Our 
monthly pot-luck suppers are always an 
amazing sight to behold, and over the 
course of the night someone is bound to 
ask someone for a recipe. 
 

The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members to share some of 
their signature dishes with the group, and hopefully, you can find a new 
favourite among the offerings! 
 
Reuben Dip (Favourite of Nancy Blome) 

 

1 lb corned beef (chopped) 

4 c cheddar cheese (shredded) (1lb =4 cups) 

4 c Swiss cheese (shredded) 

2 c sauerkraut (13oz) (drained) 

1 c Hellman’s mayonnaise 

 

Mix together and bake at 350 degrees until bubbly (about 15-20 minutes). 

Serve with Party Rye or crackers 

 

Note: Makes a lot. You can cut the recipe in half with good results. 

 

Cranberry Cheeseball (Favourite of Karen Cline) 

2 pkg. cream cheese 

1 cup chopped dried Craisins (softened in a bowl of water)  

Chopped tops of green onions to taste  

Chopped nuts—enough to coat the outside of the ball, extra can be mixed into 

the cheese if desired. 

 

Mix all ingredients together and shape into a ball, then roll into nuts. Serve with 

crackers.  

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Karen Cline at  

karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 
 

A holly jolly frozen wonderland 
12 

We were spoiled by a mild-ish fall, and 
winter came in full-force! Seems the 
planners for the Orion Lighted Parade 
knew something we didn't when they 
came up with the theme of Frozen! Still, 
despite the chill in the air, it couldn't keep 
the Widetrackers indoors! The gorgeous 
float was built in an astonishing six days, 
and not to brag or anything, but for the 
fifth year in a row won an award for Best 
Depiction of Theme. Awesome! 

But, even though the Widetracker Elves 
were busy getting ready for the parade, 
they still found time to let loose and   
enjoy themselves at the Holly Jolly Folly. 
It was a great time—and hey, it was one 
last chance to push to get on Santa's 
'nice' list! 



 

 
 

A holly jolly frozen wonderland 
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The Muscle Car and Corvette Nationals Car Show, was held in Chicago the 
weekend of November 22 and 23, 2014. There was a lot to see, but the event 
showcased many premier unveilings, the first of which occurred on the         
Saturday morning at 9:00 am. Some of you may remember that the March 1969 
issue of Hot Rod magazine featured a silver Trans Am. Well, this was that 
car...the only silver Trans Am that was actually a pre-production prototype.  
 
There was electricity in the air as Dennis Pittsenbarger of Discovery Channel's      
television show Highway to Sell , and the official Master of Ceremonies,       
narrated the importance of this vehicle and pulled the cover. A large crowd had 
gathered near the entrance to view the unveiling of the restored 1969 Pontiac 
Trans Am Prototype owned by Curt Richards.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Trans Am was one of 2 hand built prototypes created through a combined 
effort between Pontiac Motor Division Engineering and well-known West Coast 
designer/builder, Gene Winfield. Built on November 4, 1968, it was delivered 
and invoiced to Royal Pontiac North Hollywood, CA as a "Special Price Car" 
and then distributed to the media and photographed to be featured in many car 
magazines for evaluation. It was later purchased by racing superstar Jerry Titus 
in early 1969, along with five new Firebirds that TG Racing converted to race 
cars. It has now been restored to its original condition by Scott Tiemann of   
Supercar Specialties in Portland, MI.  

 

Trans Am Rising 

By Rich Dabrowski 
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From the original 1969       
magazine article, this is the 
writer Steve Kelly at Riverside 
Raceway, testing the Trans Am 
prototype. 

Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, this '69 is fully restored, and looking gorgeous! 

Picture of the Trans Am as it appeared in Hot Rod 
magazine in March, 1969. 



 

 

This is the story of our 1965 Pontiac Bonneville. There's nothing really new to  say 
that I didn't mention when I joined the club other than it now has a new white top, 
as you can see, and the trim is all on it now. I still have to install the fender skirts, 
though. 
 
I love it. But to be sure, it is not, and has never been meant to be a show car. My 
intent was to get it to the point where two older people could put the top down and 
let the wind blow through whatever hair we have left—you know what I mean! So 
far, we've had it on short trips to, well, check it out and 'get-R-done'. Everything so 
far seems to be ok. So far. As you all well know, we are never done with finding 
more little problems to correct. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PS: To all my fellow car fanatics, 
I've installed winter floor mats that I 
have painted white, but if anyone 
knows where I can find some of the 
summer ones (they're thinner, and 
therefore, lay flatter), please let me 
know. Thanks! 
 
 
 
 
 

A 'Bonnie' Lass 

By Ron Hartnell 
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A Question to Consider... 
 
Posed by Ron Hartnell. As car people, do you know of any 'car friendly' hotels/
motels? In a recent discussion, Ron and another person were discussing travel, 
and if planning an overnight trip with their classics, where could one park them 
knowing that not only would they be there in the morning, but also undamaged. 
Sometimes you just have to do an overnighter, so how do you know where to 
stay that you'll feel comfortable knowing the car is safe? Weigh in on this, 
Trackers! Help a fellow member out—and let those of us with 'enquiring minds' 
learn a little something, too!  



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 
the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not  as-

sume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject matter 
herein. 

Christmas and New Years have come and gone, and some of us still have left 
overs in the fridge. Since we don't have to worry about dinner, now's the time to 
settle into winter and work on our toys, watch playoff football (and for some, we 
can relish in the fact that our favourite team is still in the chase—well, at least ours 
is). We can now look forward to the Detroit Auto Show, Autorama, and potentially 
freezing to death while shovelling out the lane way. And, if you've noiticed, sunset 
is now after 5pm so at least there is light when coming home from work.  So stay 
warm (bourbon helps), keep the 
snow blower tuned up, and enjoy 
some bench racing with a few 
friends. Please drive safe this 
winter because someone loves 
you and really doesn't want to 
find out if your life insurance will 
pay out in a timely manner.  
 
As always, keep it between the 
ditches.  
 
~Mike and Jenn ♥   
jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Dennis and Marla Parus—St.Charles, IL 
Dale McLaughlin—Lapeer, MI 
Phil Bradford—Grosse Pointe, MI 

A Special Message for the Club... 
 
To the Widetrackers, 
 
I'd like to Thank You for all the kind wishes and condolences, also 
for the wonderful memorial page in the newsletter, it was            
exceptional. Jim took time away from his cars to show horses, but 
his first and foremost passion was always cars. 
 
Thank You, Erin Lechota 



 

 

For Sale 
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1966 BONNEVILLE 2dr. h.t. 
 
For Sale: Loaded 1966 Bonneville 2 dr. hardtop. Power seats, Power      
windows, A/C, Factory radio with FM converter and rear seat speaker fader. 
No Rust former Virginia car. Non numbers matching ’71- 400 four barrel  
engine and trans not installed. Extra numbers matching trans  included. All 
tinted glass good original unmolested   
interior with one split in front bench seat. 
Super straight body. Nice ( lightly pitted ) 
rocker chrome, bumpers solid but could be            
re-chromed. A real nice restorable car with 
all parts there. Must sell quickly. 
 
$3000.00 obo 

Contact Mike @ 810-660-8174 

Cell: 810-338-1052 

e-mail: sixty123@charter.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(See more items for sale on p. 21) 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it 
some obscure resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or 
small, all Widetracker members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the 
details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! 
We're here to help. Use us! 

For Sale, Large collection of 
Pontiac service manuals 1980
-1992. Many NOS. 2 1978 
Trans Am’s, both run. Misc 
1941,58,74 Pontiac parts + 
whatever isn’t nailed down. 
Need the room. 

Steve Darling 248-891-0687                     
steven.o.darling@gm.com 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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 Satan and the Cowboy 
 
A few minutes before the church services started, the congregation was sitting in their pews 
and talking amongst themselves. Suddenly, Satan appeared at the front of the church.  
Everyone started screaming and running for the front entrance, trampling each other in a 
frantic effort to get away from evil incarnate. Soon the church was empty except for one 
elderly cowboy who sat calmly in his pew without moving, seemingly oblivious to the fact 
that the ultimate enemy was In his presence. 
 
So Satan walked up to the man and said, 'Do you know who I am?' 
 
The old cowboy replied, 'Yep, sure do.' 
 
'Aren't you afraid of me?' Satan asked. 
 
'Nope, sure ain't,' said the cowboy. 
 
'Don't you realize I can kill you with one word?' asked Satan. 
 
'Don't doubt it for a minute,' returned the old man in an even tone. 
 
'Did you know that I can cause you profound, horrifying AGONY for all eternity?' persisted 
Satan. 
 
'Yep,' was the calm reply.  
 
'And you are still not afraid?' asked Satan. 
 
'Nope,' said the old cowboy. 
 
More than a little perturbed, Satan asked, 'Why aren't you afraid of me?' 
 
The old cowboy calmly replied, 'Been married to your sister for 48 years.' 

Kevin walked into a doctor's office and the receptionist asked him what he had. 
Kevin said, 'Shingles.' So she wrote down his name, address, medical insurance 
number and told him to have a seat. 
  
Fifteen minutes later a nurse's aide came out and asked Kevin what he had. 
Kevin said, 'Shingles.' So she wrote down his height, weight, a complete medical 
history and told Kevin to wait in the examining room. 
  
A half hour later a nurse came in and asked Kevin what he had. Kevin said, 
'Shingles.' So the nurse gave Kevin a blood test, a blood pressure test, an      
electrocardiogram, and told Kevin to take off all his clothes and wait for the     
doctor. 
 
An hour later the doctor came in and found Kevin sitting patiently in the nude and 
asked Kevin what he had. 
 
Kevin said, 'Shingles.' 
 
The doctor asked, 'Where?' 
 
Kevin said, 'Outside on the truck. Where do you want me to unload 'em??'  

"Do you believe in life after death?" the boss asked one of his employees. 
 
"Yes Sir!" the new employee replied. 
 
"Well then, that makes everything just fine," the boss replied. "After you left early 
yesterday to go to your grandmother's funeral, she stopped in to see you." 
 



 

 

The Story of the Lost Bagpiper 
  
As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a funeral director to play at a 
graveside service for a homeless man. He had no family or friends, so the service was to 
be at a pauper’s cemetery in the back country. As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I 
got lost and, being a typical man, I didn’t stop for directions. 
  
I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had evidently gone and the hearse 
was nowhere in sight. There were only the diggers and crew left and they were eating 
lunch. I felt badly and apologized to the men for being late. I went to the side of the grave 
and looked down, and the vault lid was already in place. I didn’t know what else to do, so I 
started to play. 
  
The workers put down their lunches and began to gather around. I played out my heart 
and soul for this man with no family and friends. I played like I’ve never played before for 
this homeless man. And as I played ‘Amazing Grace,’ the workers began to weep. They 
wept, I wept, we all wept together. When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started 
for my car. Though my head hung low, my heart was full. 
  
As I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, “I never seen nothin’ like 
that before and I’ve been putting in septic tanks for twenty years.” 
  
Apparently, I’m still lost… It’s a man thing. 

The Last Laugh 
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Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

You've Gotta Eat Here! 
 
Everyone loves a good burger and 
fries. If you are in Ann Arbor, then 
you have to check out Krazy Jim's 
Blimpy Burger. It's located right on 
the edge of the downtown and a  
residential neighbourhood. It's street 
parking, but readily available, and 
you'll want the walk afterwards. 
They've been in business since 1953, 
making some of the juiciest burgers 
around. If you have stock in the paper 

towel market then be glad this place is still around. The menu is insanely 
short, but according to their website, there are 2,147,483,648 combinations 
to be made between burgers, toppings, and buns. Good luck keeping track 
of them all. The staff is borderline insane and a good time will be had by all. 
Just a warning to anyone going they have rules for ordering. But don't    
worry—they're not too tricky, and if you need a moment, the staff's willing to 
give you all the time you need. Just take a step back from the line until 
you're ready! 

 
If you go: Krazy Jim's Blimpy Burger, 304 S. Ashley St, Ann Arbor MI  
 
(Got a favourite place? Tell us about it and we'll post about it! After all, we are an eating club with a car 
habit!) 

The new year is here, and snow is on the ground, but at least the days are 
getting longer, and the new cruse season isn't all that far away! Why not 
think about a spiffy new Widetracker t-shirt or jacket to wear the first time 
you pull your baby out of winter storage? You can bring in your own items, 
or choose something from our new supplier, the Graphic Wizard (see their 
online catalogue at www.thegraphicwizard.com). Just see Tom or Marlyn to 
order something, or bring in your own items to get the club logo put on them. 
It's a great way to advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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Feb 7 Stahl's Automotive Museum 
11:00 a.m. 

Chesterfield, MI 

Feb 14 Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling, GMC 

Mar 7 Autorama, COBO Center, 
Detroit 8:00 a.m. 

Meet at Advance Auto Parts, Lake 
Orion 

Mar 14 Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

Mar 25 Fish Fry, Pete's Coney II 
5:00 p.m. 

Baldwin Rd, Lake Orion, 

Jun. 13 Spring Dust-Off TBA 

For Sale Continued 
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1930 4-door Pontiac 
 
All original, un-restored, running. Wood 
wheels, extra running gear, motor, trans, 
rear end. 
 
$5800 
 
Call Jeff Bourcier (810) 688-9110 

Pine Ridge Enterprises CarJacket—New in Box 

The CarJacket zips and seals around your vehicle. It protects from rust, dust, 
corrosion, moisture, dirt, and insects. After weeks or months or years of       
storage, your vehicle will come out as pristine as it went in. 

One CarJacket - for indoor use only 
OmniDry desiccant - included 

Fits Car Length up to 219" (Any make) 

Car W + H: 151" to 162"  

Car W + H is the sum of car's width and height, in 
inches 

Price: $ 250.00 
Contact: Clarice Humphrey 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2015 

President   Vice President 

Rick Blome   Ed Cline 

248-302-8518   248-978-6581 

rblome91@gmail.com  edwardcline@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Sheron Keeley   Clarice Humphrey 

248-628-1508   248-628-4280 

smkeeley@gmail.com  clarice915@yahoo.com 

Director    Director 

Bruce Bunker   Wade Cleffman 

248-969-0150   810-245-6032 

bunkfish@sbcglobal.net  carcrazywade@yahoo.com   

Director    Memberships 

Rich Dabrowski    Nancy Blome 

586-242-7440   248-320-2609 

rdbrow648@charter.net   nblome617@gmail.com 

Editor     Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Rich Dabrowski 

810-990-9782   586-242-7440  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  rdbrow648@charter.net 

Clothing Sales   Activities Committee 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Keeley, Larson, Long, 

248-891-7809   Armstrong, Humphrey 

teclees1@aol.com   Shinouskis & Swan families 

 

 

www.widetrackers.com 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Nancy Blome 

  1750 Deer Path Trail, Oxford MI, 48371 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.com 
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