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It'll take more than the Luck O' the 
Irish to beat this off the line! 



 

 

This month, it's the V.P. coming to you from the driver's seat. 
 
Bet you never thought you would be reading my words of wisdom! 
 
It's hard to believe that it is almost Spring. It is time to start dusting off the 
classics to get them ready for the Dust Off and all of the season's other 
upcoming car events. And let's not forget all of the activities that have 
been scheduled by the Social Committee.  The Social Committee has 
really done a great job scheduling things.  We have had so many nice 
events, and there are more coming up.  Hats off to them! 
 
It will be so good to see everyone again after the winter thaw.  The  
Snowbirds will be home.  The warm weather seems to get more people 
out.  And you know how I love those great potlucks...  the more the     
merrier! 
 
Our President is still in Florida, and should be back for the April meeting.  
Rick and Nancy are soaking up the sun and are having a very nice time! 
It's been a tough winter for me, though.  I would really like to be working 
on my cars, but instead, I have been fighting frozen pipes and all the   
repairs that go with that.  But, it's not been all bad. Last week, Karen and I 
enjoyed a week in St. Augustine, Florida.  It was really a nice trip.  Yes, I 
tolerated the trip and acted like a good little husband to make sure my 
Buttercups had a nice vacation.  I think maybe I'll 
be ready for my next trip in 2025. 
  
Miss you, Rick and Nancy. I will be glad to have 
you back. 
 
AND remember: Ask not what your club can do 
for you - ask what you can do for the club. 
 
 
Ed Cline 
Vice President 

President's column 2 

(AKA 'Ed Saves The Day!'  ~Eds.) 



 

 

Ever heard someone say, "Hey, let's 
head on down to the dealership - 
make a day of it!"? Me either. At least  
I hadn't until I heard about Doc's   
Harley Davidson in Shawano County, 
Wisconsin (about eighteen miles west 
of Green Bay). Granted, the place 
does have some very gorgeous bikes 

in its showroom, and the owner, Doc, is a pretty cool dude (he raced top-fuel nitro 
Harleys for over thirty years!), but it's more than just a place to buy a new hog. 
Situated on fifty-eight acres of land, there is literally something for everyone there. 
 
First, there is Doc's Zoo - and while he has fainting goats, a donkey, a mule, and 
a horse, his menagerie extends way beyond the barnyard! Also on site, he's got a 
tortoise pen, alligators, a camel, buffalo, emus, several exotic birds, a kangaroo, 
and even a watusi (which is a rare breed of cattle originally native to Africa).    
Visitors can pet and feed some of the animals - though maybe think twice before 
deciding to pet a gator. 
 
If that doesn't interest you, Doc also has a Classic Car and Cycle Museum.   
Passing through the bi-fold doors of a real 1938 Standard Oil gas station, it's like 
you've been transported back in time. Grab a bag of complimentary popcorn from 
the cart as you enter, and then wander around. There are several old-style glass 
window gas pumps, and the walls are full of porcelain gas station signs and other 
automotive memorabilia. Doc boasts an autographed replica of the General Lee 
from Dukes of Hazzard fame, and among the vehicles on display are a 1967 GTO 
convertible, a 1964 Bonneville 2 + 2 convertible, and a gorgeous orange GTO 
Judge - despite being a Harley dealer, is it maybe possible Doc has a soft spot for 
Pontiac? Interestingly enough, the museum is free to tour, and while he's very 
proud of his collection, if someone is serious about wanting one of his pieces, 
price is always negotiable! 
 
Next door to the dealership is the Timeline Saloon and BBQ where you can grab a 
bite and whet your whistle. And, once you've refuelled, you can spend some time 
browsing the attached antique mall! And that's not everything. He has a replica 
lighthouse for people to hang out at and relax, he runs beginner motorcycle  
courses for those wanting to learn to ride, he hosts nitro drag races at the local 
speedway, and he builds fantastic inventions out of Harley Davidson parts in his 
workshop.  
 
It's a bit of a drive, but Widetrackers never balk at an opportunity for a cruise. And 
Doc's is well worth the drive. Even if you're not in the market for something on two 
wheels, it's definitely an experience not to be missed! 
 
 
If you want to go: Doc's Harley Davidson, W2709 State Highway 29, Bonduel  
Wisconsin, 54107. 
 

(If there's a cool place you've been to, please send us pictures and maybe a few words about it! Let's bring these 
hidden gems out into the open!) 

Road Trippin' 

Cool Places for Car People 

3 



 

 

 

 

The pro-touring scene is rapidly growing in popularity. The cars are     

handling better than ever before, and are fast in the corners. With this 

newfound popularity, we're seeing more and more guys opting for various 

body modifications, too. One of the more common body modifications is 

to shave the drip rails off of your classic. This gives the car a cleaner look 

but ultimately, it also means that when it rains, more of it will get on you 

and the other vehicle occupants. This is a simple modification that can be 

done on a weekend with some simple tools - and I'm not talking about a 

bunch of your goofy high school classmates.  

Some of the tools that were used for this project were: 

 Lincoln 5600HD welder set up with Argon 

 3 or 4 4-inch C Clamps 

 4-inch grinder with a cutoff wheel 

 4-inch grinder with a wire wheel   

 Safety glasses 

 Necessary welding personal protective equipment 

 

 

 

 

 

First, remove the chrome trim and then start by clearing the area of all of 

the seam sealer that is caked on between the drip rail and the roof. Ours 

came off using a screwdriver and a small ball-peen hammer. Most of the 

sealer was dried out and rotting off anyway, so it was not a great deal of 

effort to get it to come off. 

Then, with a Sharpie and a tape measure, make a mark every 3 inches 

along the drip rail. Once everything is marked, using the grinder and a 

Some Like It Shaved 

By Mike Bartley 
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Save the chrome as you pull it off the 
drip rails - you can sell it for beer 
money. 



 

 
Some Like It Shaved 

(Continued) 

 cutoff wheel, cut out every fifth section of the drip rail. Do not cut the 

whole thing off at once as this will cause the roof to separate and warp.   

 

 

 

 

 

When doing this to the A-pillar, a clamp maybe necessary to hold the 

pieces together to prevent any of the sheet metal from separating. You do 

not need to clamp it down hard, but just enough to keep the sheet metal 

aligned with the surrounding pieces that are uncut. 

 

 

 

 

Once you have cut out the first small sections of the drip rails, you then 

need to clean off the old paint and grime that has built up on the body. 

Use a 4" grinder with a wire wheel for this. Since this is on the edge of the 

body, take care to control the grinder and hold on tight to minimise the 

amount of kickback. 

(Continued on P.6) 
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Keep your cuts small and spread 
out to prevent the metal from  
warping and the panels from   
separating. 

Small sections were cut out, and 
then a wire wheel was used to 
clean the sections out to remove 
old paint and rust. 



 

 

Once you've cleaned the cut areas, you can start welding up the roof. 

Place a weld at the end of each cut, and one in the centre of the cut.    

Repeat this process for all of the cut sections on the drip rails. Once the 

initial tack welds are put in place, work your way around the roof welding 

up the cut areas. This will keep the warping to a minimum. After all, you 

don't want the roof to wave when it passes onlookers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Take your time, and once everything is welded up repeat the steps       

outlined and continue to cut and then weld up the roof and pillar seams. 

As you carry on, the roof will eventually get all welded together. Keep your 

welds even, and it will be less work with a grinder. 

 

 

 

 

 

Once all of the welding is done, then dress the welds using a flap disk or a 

grinding disk. It will take some time to complete the job. Just remember to 

wear your safety glasses and your hearing protection - you want to be 

able to see the fruits of your labour and hear the purr of your engine after 

the fact. And once you've finished the job, be sure to warn the better half 

Some Like It Shaved 

(Continued) 
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Keep at it and remember to just do 
3 inches at a time. 

Be patient. Before long, the entire 
roof and A-pillar will be welded 
together.  



 

 

that during heavy rain they may get a little more water down their back 

getting in and out of the car.  

Finally the most important part of any job................ 

Some Like It Shaved 

(Continued) 
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VICTORY!!!!! 

Things That Make You Go 'Hmm...' 
 
Back in 2012, the weblog Jalopnik polled its readers for the worst things people 
do at car shows. Below are the top ten things that made their list. Have a look and 
see whether you agree or disagree. In the future, maybe we'll come up with our 
own list? 
 
10.) Steal things 
 
9.) Let children run loose on cars 
 
8.) Whining about cars that you don't own/can't afford 
 
7.) Bring a gun to a scrabble game (aka the guy who brings his Lambo to the local 
Cruise n' Coffee) 
 
6.) Burnouts and other poser-moves 
 
5.) Peek-a-boo dolls 
 
4.) Endless one-upsmanship in conversation 
 
3.) Being a jerk to the businesses around the parking lot you're in 
 
2.) Being a jerk because you've got a camera 
 
1.) Touching or leaning on a car (without owner's permission) 
 
(Original article appeared at http://jalopnik.com/5900646/the-ten-worst-things-people-do-at-car-shows/ 11 April 2012) 

http://jalopnik.com/5900646/the-ten-worst-things-people-do-at-car-shows/


 

 

A few months ago, I shared with you a list of Pontiac themed songs that 
you probably had not heard of before. One of the songs was called Wide 
Trackin’ by the Fabulous Pack. I had said members of this band would 
achieve fame a few years later in their own right. I asked if anyone knew 
who they were, or what songs they would became famous for. No one  
answered me. 

The Pack, or the Fabulous Pack, was the name of the backing band for 
Terry Knight and the Pack when Terry didn’t perform with the group. Terry 
Knight was a Flint, Michigan based DJ, who was the group’s lead singer 
and songwriter. He put together a band with the help of Don Brewer on 
drums, Herm Johnson on bass, Curt Johnson on fuzz guitar, and Bobby 
Caldwell on keyboards. In the spring of 1966, Knight hired Mark Farner to 
replace Herm Johnson temporarily, when Herm had broken his leg. Herm 
returned to the group after his leg healed. Curt Johnson was fired in     
January 1967, and Mark Farner permanently replaced him. The song, 
Wide Trackin’ is sung without Terry Knight performing - Mark is the lead 
singer. 

Terry and the Pack began in 1965 and disbanded in late 1967. In 1969, 
Mark Farner and Don Brewer, along with their friend Mel Schacher (who 
came from the band Question Mark and the Mysterians - of 96 Tears 
fame) formed the band Grand Funk Railroad (also referred to as simply 
Grand Funk). Initially, the band was managed by Terry Knight, but he was 
fired by the band in 1971. In 1972, keyboard player Craig Frost was hired 
to round out the band.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The band also tried unsuccessfully to hire Peter Frampton, after he had left 
the group Humble Pie. Nearly 20 years later though, Peter Frampton did 
perform with Grand Funk, along with Alto Reed (the famous saxophone 
player for Bob Seger and the Silver Bullet Band), and Paul Schaffer (from 
the David Letterman Show) conducting the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. 
In March 1997, they performed for a Bosnia benefit concert album that was 
recorded at the Palace of Auburn Hills. The double-CD album is entitled 
Bosnia. 

 

Who Is The Fabulous Pack? 

By Dennis Carol 
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The band's name is a play on words of the 
Grand Trunk Western Railroad, a railroad line 
that ran through the band's home town of Flint, 
Michigan. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grand Funk’s major hits included: 

 "I'm Your Captain (Closer to Home)” 

"We're an American Band" – their 1
st
 # 1 single 

"The Loco-Motion" – originally performed by Little Eva 

“Walk Like a Man” 

“Shinin’ On” 

“Mean Mistreater” 

“Some Kind of Wonderful” – their 2
nd

 # 1 single 

“Bad Time (To Be In Love)” 

“Rock & Roll Soul” 

“Queen Bee” – used in the 1981 sci-fi animated movie Heavy Metal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And now you know the rest of the story! 

Who Is The Fabulous Pack? 

(Continued) 
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Cover art for the Bosnia album, which was  
recorded locally and released by Capitol      
Records. 

Movie poster for the Canadian animated film 
Heavy Metal. It was a compilation of stories 
from the similarly titled magazine, and featured 
a few big name Canadian actors you might  
recognize: John Candy, Eugene Levy 



 

 

Widetrackers Culture Club 

By Susan Swan 
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This was another fun event for the Widetrackers! On February 28th, twenty-nine 
members took advantage of the new program for Senior Groups sponsored by 
the Detroit Institute of Arts (D.I.A.). After a delicious lunch at Christi's in Lake 
Orion, a 40 passenger bus met us there for the trip to Detroit. It was great to 
leave the driving to Carrie, our bus driver.  
 
On arrival at the D.I.A., we were treated to 
coffee, tea, ice water and delicious     
cookies in a private area that had been 
reserved for us. After our snack, three very 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic docents 
gave us an hour tour, one which barely 
scratched the surface of this fabulous  
museum. One of the highlights was the 
famous Diego Rivera murals, which were 
painted in 1932-33. In total, twenty-seven 
were completed, as part of the Detroit  
Industry series, and depicted scenes from 
the automobile industry at the Ford River 
Rouge Plant. 

 
After, we had some time to check out the 
gift shop or wander on our own before we 
boarded the bus for the trip back to Lake 
Orion. On the way back, we had bottled 
water and chips to snack on. Overall, it 
was a very enjoyable afternoon! 

A part of the larger mural on the 
South Wall by Diego Rivera. 

At the museum and ready to look 
at some priceless works of art! 

What a great looking group!  They could almost pass for 
one of the exhibits! 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, 
there is always food with fellowship. Our 
monthly pot-luck suppers are always an 
amazing sight to behold, and over the 
course of the night someone is bound to 
ask someone for a recipe. 
 

The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members to share some of 
their signature dishes with the group, and hopefully, you can find a new 
favourite among the offerings! 
 
Baked Beans with Ground Beef (Favourite of Susan Swan) 
 
8 to 10 slices of bacon 
1 lb lean ground beef 
1/2 cup chopped onion 
1/2 cup brown sugar 
1 tbsp. dry mustard 
2 cans pork and beans (your favourite brand) 
1 can lima beans, drained 
1 can kidney beans, drained 
1/2 cup ketchup 
1 tsp salt 
1 tbsp. vinegar 
 
Brown bacon, ground beef and onions. Combine drained beef mixture with 
remaining ingredients and heat in oven or crock pot. 
 
EZ Chocolate Cherry Cake (Favourite of Nancy Shinouskis) 
 
1 box chocolate cake mix 
1 can cherry pie filling 
1 cup cola 
 
Combine all ingredients in a bowl and stir to combine. Don't over mix. Pour 
into a greased 9x13 pan and bake at 350F for 35 minutes, or until a tooth-
pick inserted comes out clean. Cool and frost with your favourite chocolate 
frosting. 
 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Karen Cline at  

karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 
 

Autorama-lama-ding-dong! 
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In early March, we were treated to a bit 
of pre-spring weather and Autorama at 
COBO Hall in Detroit!  Unfortunately, 
none of the Pontiacs there made the cut 
for the  Great Eight, but at least the   
winner of the coveted Riddler Award was 
part of the General Motors pantheon—a 
1965 Chevy Impala owned by a couple 
from British Columbia, and restyled the 
the one and only Chip Foose. 

If you've never been, you really do need 
to check it out. It's a fabulous show filled 
with gorgeous classics, cool rat rods, 
and neat automotive memorabilia!  



 

 
 

Autorama-lama-ding-dong! 
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Widetrackers Making Merry 

Members Share Their Thoughts on the Holiday Dinner 
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By Susan Swan 

The Widetracker annual Holiday Dinner was 
held in Metamora on Jan 18th at the recently 
reopened White Horse Inn. The landmark     
restaurant, which opened in 1850, closed in 
2012, but was purchased by new owners and 
given an extensive renovation. Forty-six     
members enjoyed the delicious food, served 
buffet style, in the second floor banquet room. 
The large open space allowed us to mingle and 
visit without disturbing other diners. The much 
anticipated, "new" White Horse did not         
disappoint; with its beautiful décor, delicious food, and excellent    
service, it was a perfect finish to the holiday season. And we all had a 
good time. 

Being together and having a 
good time over good food 
and fellowship—that's what 
it's ultimately all about! 

By Karen Cline 

The January Christmas Party for the Widetrackers was outstanding. 
Hats off to the Social Committee on a great choice! The food was 
good, the restaurant was beautiful, and if you were not able to attend 
the party, it's definitely something to take the time to see. The room 
they had for us was large, and we were all seated in the same area. 
This made it so easy to mix with everyone. I enjoyed being able to 
talk with so many people. Thanks again to the Social Committee for 
all of their hard work and efforts that they put into making this such a 
nice party. 



 

 

On Saturday February 7th, a group of more than 
30 members met at Stahl's Automotive Foundation 
in Chesterfield, MI to ooh and ahh over the eighty 
or so beautiful vehicles in their collection. The club 
has visited the museum before, but many new 
things have been added since the last time we 
toured there. Stahl's isn't just a collection of vintage 
cars. Each one was specially chosen for its       
contributions to the evolution of the automobile, 
with a special emphasis on those from the 30's and 
40's. Unlike other museums, many of the vehicles on display are not out of reach 

behind velvet ropes. In fact, the museum           
encourages visitors to get up close and look inside 
the cars to really appreciate the engineering that 
went into them. One of the favorite new additions 
was a very large collection of old jukeboxes and 
antique music machines that at one time had 
played in cafés and dance halls, mostly in Belgium. 
Our guide, one of the volunteers, treated us to a 
sampling of music from a few of these, and also 
entertained us by playing a bit of organ music.  
Afterward, we had a delicious lunch at Georgio's 

Apple Orchard Inn, in nearby Washington, MI. (After all, we do have a reputation 
to uphold as “the Club that likes to eat and drive”).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Visit to Stahl's 

By Susan Swan 
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Not Georgio's! The museum has 
a Big Boy exhibit, paying tribute 

In Answer to Your Question... 
 
In the last edition of The Tracker, a question was posed to the readership of any 
car-friendly hotels and motels you might know of. Jon Saulnier responded with a 
couple of options, one for the Motor City POCI Show in Milford, and the other for 
the Ames Pontiac Nationals in Norwalk, OH. 
 
We're compiling a list for people. If you'd like to receive it (along with updates 
when they happen), just drop us a line! And if anyone else has some to offer, let 
us know! It's always nice to help out those in our car family! ~Eds. 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 
the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not  as-

sume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject matter 
herein. 

If you thought last year was cold, this year has topped that. They say we got 89% 
ice coverage on the Great Lakes, and in the period between the New Year to the 
end of February, there were only eight days days above 32 F in Detroit. Ferry  
service on the St Clair River has been shut down for months due to ice in the river, 
and the Arthur M Anderson (which you may remember was the last ship to have 
contact with the Edmund Fitzgerald back in 1975) was stuck in the ice in Lake Erie 
(some of it up to ten feet thick!) for five days.  

The saving grace from all that 
cold was the Detroit Autoshow 
and Autorama, which should 
have given you warm thoughts 
of spring. And if you need a bit of 
a boost to get you through the 
next few weeks, check out the 
centre pages to revisit some of 
those hot cars and cool rides. So 
put away your snow blower for 
another year, fire the kid you've 
been paying to clearing your 
laneway, and get out the shorts. Spring is here.  

 
PS: To anyone who might, in a couple of months, be inclined to complain about 
how hot the summer is, remember this picture: 
 
As always, keep it between the ditches.  
 
~Mike and Jenn ♥   
jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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New Members—Welcome! 

Michael and Darlene Hendrix—Lake Orion, MI 
Dave and Jenny Todd—Oxford, MI 



 

 

For Sale 
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Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it 
some obscure resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or 
small, all Widetracker members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the 
details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! 
We're here to help. Use us! 

1930 4-door Pontiac 

All original, un-restored,  running. Wood 
wheels,    extra running gear, motor, trans, 
rear end. 

$5800 

Call: 

Jeff Bourcier  

(810) 688-9110 

Mother's day is just around the corner. Do you know what your Wife or Mom really 
wants for Mother's Day? If you said the front suspension from a 68-72 GM A Body, 

then man do I have a deal for you! I have the 
upper and lower control arms for the car, sway 
bar, drum brake spindles, wheel bearings, and 
backing plates, and I'll even throw in a decent 
amount of dirt and surface corrosion. Act now, 
and I'll add the steering centre section, tie rod 
ends and brakes, all with 5 billion miles on them 
(actually, I think they're the ones that came with 
the car and are just really broken in). For   
Widetrackers I am giving you the 'friend'      
discount - the sum total is FREE! Yes, I said it. 
FREE. I just want them the heck outta my    

garage. Please call 519-337-8070 or email jbartley24@cogeco.ca  Ask for Mike, 
and my delivery fee will be a cup of coffee. 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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For the Health Conscious... 
 
A Doctor was addressing a large audience in Tampa .  
  
"The material we put into our stomachs is enough to have killed most of us sitting here, 
years ago. Red meat is awful. Soft drinks corrode your stomach lining. Chinese food is 
loaded with MSG. High fat diets can be disastrous, and none of us realizes the long-term 
harm caused by the germs in our drinking water. However, there is one thing that is the 
most dangerous of all and we all have eaten, or will eat it. Can anyone here tell me what 
food it is that causes the most grief and suffering for years after eating it?" 
 
After several seconds of quiet, a 75-year-old man in the front row raised his hand, and softly 
said, "Wedding Cake." 

Plan Carefully For the Future... 
 
Dan was a single guy living at home with his father and working in the family  
business. When he found out he was going to inherit a fortune when his ill father 
died, he decided he needed to find a wife with whom to share his fortune. 
  
One evening, at an investment meeting, he spotted the most beautiful woman he 
had ever seen. Her natural beauty took his breath away. 
  
"I may look like just an ordinary guy," he said to her, "But in just a few months my 
father will die and I will inherit $200 million." 
  
Impressed, the woman asked for his business card and three days later, she  
became his stepmother. 
  
Women are so much better at financial planning than men 

Groups of Americans were travelling by tour bus through Switzerland . As they 
stopped at a cheese farm, a young guide led them through the process of cheese 
making, explaining that goat's milk was used. She showed the group a lovely 
hillside where many goats were grazing.  
  
"These," she explained, "are the older goats put out to pasture when they no  
longer produce."' She then asked, "What do you do in America with your old 
goats?" 
 
A spry old gentleman answered, "They send us on bus tours!" 



 

 

MURPHY'S OTHER 15 LAWS 
 
1. Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear 
them speak. 
 
 2. A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well. 
 
3. He who laughs last, thinks slowest. 
 
4. A day without sunshine is like...night. 
 
5. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 
 
6. Those who live by the sword get shot by those who don’t.  
 
7. Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool.  
 
8. The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting something right, there's 
a 90% probability you'll get it wrong. 
 
9. It is said that if you line up all the cars in the world end-to-end, someone from Alberta 
would be stupid enough to try to pass them. 
 
10. If the shoe fits, get another one just like it. 
 
11. The things that come to those who wait, may be the things left by those who got there 
first. 
 
12. Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach a man to fish and he will sit in a 
boat all day drinking beer. 
 
13. Flashlight: A case for holding dead batteries. 
 
14. God gave you toes as a device for finding furniture in the dark. 
 
15. When you go into court, you are putting yourself in the hands of twelve people, who 
weren't smart enough to get out of jury duty.  

The Last Laugh 
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Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

You've Gotta Eat Here! 
 
Fine Dining in the Thumb 
 by The Galloping Gourmet (aka Doug Blakeley) 

 My wife wanted to go out for fish on Friday night, 
and she suggested the Knights of Columbus hall a 
few miles north of Imlay City. After traveling around 
the world several times, I'd always thought that I 
had seen it all, but I am always willing to try    
something different.   

 We were met at the door by Mister C, who took our money and invited us in.  We sat 
down to fried fish, baked potato, beans, slaw and all the appropriate trimmings.  The 
food was very good, and then it was time for dessert.  There was a large selection of 
very tasty sweets (managed by Mrs. C). I had cherry pie, and it filled me up nicely.  

 And now for the rest of the story: 

 As I was relaxing after a good meal, sitting there and washing down the calories with 
a tall glass of watered down Kool-Aid, the entertainment for the evening started.  The 
entertainment was typical for the area: a one man band. He was very entertaining, 
playing his accordion and singing some down home favorites from 50's Appalachia.  
The kind of music I grew up on.  I started tapping my toes and having a good old time.  
Just then, it seemed like he ran out of country music in his repertoire, and burst into a 
rendition of Bob Seger's Old Time Rock and Roll.  This was definitely something no 
one should go through their life without witnessing: a toothless pig farmer from the 
Thumb playing his accordion and trying to imitate Bob Seger.  

 It was good food, reasonable prices and priceless entertainment. 

 
If you go: Imlay City Knights of Columbus, 1405 N Van Dyke Rd, Imlay City MI 
 
(Got a favourite place? Tell us about it and we'll post about it! After all, we are 
an eating club with a car habit!) 

Is spring finally here? Is it almost time to put the parkas away for another 
year and start thinking of some lighter fare? Why not think about a spiffy 
new Widetracker t-shirt or jacket to wear as we roll into cruise season? You 
can bring in your own items, or choose something from our new supplier, the 
Graphic Wizard (see their online catalogue at www.thegraphicwizard.com). 
Just see Tom or Marlyn to order something, or bring in your own items to get 
the club logo put on them. It's a great way to advertise the club and bring in 
new members! 
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Apr 11 Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

May 2 Ed Meuer Car Collection 
Tour and Lunch (Moe's 
Restaurant) 

Farmington Hills, MI 
11:00a.m 

May 9 Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

May 29 Classic Car Night, 6:00 p.m. 
*Driver free, Guests $20 

Meadow Brook Theater 
Rochester Hills, MI 
 

May 31 Caravan and Car Show, 
11:00 a.m. 
*25 spots reserved for 
Widetrackers 

Bakers of Milford 
*Meet at Grayson Elementary 
School 

Jun 6 Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling GMC 
*Stuffing goodie bags for Dust Off 

Jun 13 Spring Dust Off, 8:00 a.m. Springfield Oaks County Park 
Davison MI 

A Moment of Automotive History 

Submitted by Wade Cleffman 

In 1919, after World War One, there was a   
shortage of coal. The Oakland Motor Car     
Company had plenty of material to build its cars, 
but not enough coal to produce the steam for the 
steam engine which powered the pulleys, shafts, 
and large leather belts that drove the machinery 
needed for producing its cars. 

Mr. R. G. Knisley, a retired employee, said the 
manager at the time called on the blacksmith and some engineers to come up with a 
temporary system for driving the factory's machines. 

They lined up seven big Oaklands in a row, side by side, and propped them up off the 
floor. Behind the Oaklands there was one long, large jack shaft with pulleys on it that 
lined up with a rear wheel on each car. Large belts then ran from the cars' rear wheels 
to the jack shaft pulleys. A belt running off a pulley on the jack shaft then went on to 
turn the factory's pulleys, shafts, and belts driving the machinery. 

Mr. Knisley states the cars were started and then put into gear and the throttles     
advanced to wide open. His job for the next three or four days was to keep the oil in 
the cars full. 

Source:  Oakland County Book of History.   Arthur A. Hagman, Editor and a Staff of 100 Writers  
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Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2015 

President   Vice President 

Rick Blome   Ed Cline 

248-302-8518   248-978-6581 

rblome91@gmail.com  edwardcline@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Sheron Keeley   Clarice Humphrey 

248-628-1508   248-628-4280 

smkeeley@gmail.com  clarice915@yahoo.com 

Director    Director 

Bruce Bunker   Wade Cleffman 

248-969-0150   810-245-6032 

bunkfish@sbcglobal.net  carcrazywade@yahoo.com   

Director    Memberships 

Rich Dabrowski    Nancy Blome 

586-242-7440   248-320-2609 

rdbrow648@charter.net   nblome617@gmail.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Rich Dabrowski 

519-337-8070   586-242-7440  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  rdbrow648@charter.net 

Clothing Sales   Activities Committee 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Keeley, Larson, Long, 

248-891-7809   Armstrong, Humphrey 

teclees1@aol.com   Shinouskis & Swan families 

 

 

www.widetrackers.com 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Nancy Blome 

  1750 Deer Path Trail, Oxford MI, 48371 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.com 
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