
 

 

aug 

Try Your Hand at Boxing! (pp. 4-6) 

A Look Back at the Dust Off! (pp. 12-13) 

Celebrating a Great Milestone! (p. 14) 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

 

WWW.WIDETRACKERS.COM 

sep 

2015 

The Tracker 

Celebrating this great nation's       
independence in style! 



 

 

Here it is, August 2015 already, and if one looks ahead you may have realized that 
there are only (if we're lucky) a few more days left to cruise. I don’t know if it’s just me, 
but the older I get, it seems time goes by a lot faster. It seems like I just uncovered the 
cars from last winter, and I'll have to cover them back up again soon. 

I can’t complain too much; it’s been a good run so far: Spring Dust-Off, Meadowbrook, 
Ron Finch, Golling’s Cruise-Ins, Sloan’s Auto-Fair, the Hadley 4th of July Parade, and a 
couple of local cruises. I’m also looking forward to the Woodward Dream Cruise, the 
Old 27 Tour, and the Flat-head Reunion in Muskegon.  

I’m glad to see that our paid memberships are staying around the 115 mark. We    
always seem to lose a few in May, but pick up enough new members to offset the loss. 

By the time you’re reading this, everyone should have received a copy of the amended 
constitution and by-laws. I ask that all members review the documents and let me 
know if you have any concerns or questions. I will address any issues either via     
personal response, or at the membership meeting on August 8th at Golling's. Voting on 
these will be held at the September 12th meeting. 

Here are some of the reasons behind the updates that the committee (made up of 
Lloyd Swan, Doug Blakeley and Rick Blome) had in reviewing the current constitution 
and by-laws: 

 To provide guidance for future elected officers and members  

 To address changes in club members and activities in the 30 plus years since 
the original ones were written 

 To clarify the responsibilities and functions of the officers 

 To assist in clarifying the decision-making process of the board members and 
their responsibilities 

The committee would like to thank those who 
were responsible for developing the original   
constitution and by-laws as they provided a good 
foundation on which to work from. 

Elections for next year’s officers and directors will 
be held at the September 12th meeting, so please 
be thinking about whether or not you’d like to run 
for an office or volunteer for a committee. New 
faces and thoughts can only make the club    
better, and many hands lighten the load.  

Hope to see you at the next meeting August 8th at 
5:30 p.m. at Golling’s in Lake Orion and/or at the 
Widetracker picnic at Wade & Carol’s home 
(2351 Morris Rd, Lapeer, MI) August 9th at 2:00 
p.m. (bring your cars). 

 
Until then, happy cruising. 
 
Rick Blome 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

West of Michigan is Lake Michigan, and if you were  
going on vacation out west, you usually had two 
choices: either go north through the Upper Peninsula 
where Pasties, snowmobiles, and really friendly    
people roam, or go south through Chicago. There is 
really not much to say about Chicago. Well, except for 
the good pizza. Either trip will take about 6 to 7 hours 
to complete. However, since 1991, there has been a 
third choice. Take a ride on the S.S. Badger where 
you can sit and enjoy the ride, take in a movie, have 
some breakfast, or just catch a nap. 

 
The S.S. Badger was commissioned in 1953 to haul railcars 
across Lake Michigan. After many years of service, and 
with the decline of the rail industry, the ship was de-
commissioned in the 1970s then sat in Ludington, Michigan 
with her sister ship the Spartan, waiting to work again.  
Finally, in 1991, the Badger was re-fitted to haul cars, 
trucks, and passengers across Lake Michigan in comfort, 
and the Lake Michigan Carferry (LMC) was born to the 
public. And, in 2009, the Badger was declared a historical 
landmark and became the only ship on the Great Lakes to 
remain with coal fired boilers.    
 
Once on board the vessel, there are a lot of things to do: 
you can take in a hot meal (and coffee refills are free) and 
enjoy a first class view of the lake. As you walk about below 
decks, you can read about the history of this ship in the on-
board museum, or even take in a movie in the theatre.  If you want to enhance your 
experience, you can book an overnight stay in one of the staterooms before your 
voyage.  Just one thing: if letting someone drive your baby makes you nervous, then 

maybe bring the daily driver because the staff have to 
load your car. But, it's not all bad. The staff does it with 
care and speed, and it only took about 20 minutes to un-
load the ship. It might have been less if they hadn't had to 
find someone capable of driving our manual transmission! 
The staff is friendly and helpful during the four hour     
voyage, and if the weather is clear, sitting out on the deck 
will bring out the boatnerds in all of us. And, for you health 
nuts, six laps of the upper deck is equal to one mile of 
walking. 
 
Gentlemen, this does not count as a romantic cruise for 
two. But it is a comfortable, relaxing way to travel. So it is 
your choice: you can be crammed in a car for six hours 
and battle bad traffic while consuming horrible coffee and 
fast food, or you can kick back, relax, have a good meal, 
and let someone else do the driving for a bit.     

 
 
 
 

If you want to go: S.S. Badger, 701 Maritime Dr, Ludington, MI  49431  
(If there's a cool place you've been to, please send us pictures and maybe a few words about it! Let's bring these 
hidden gems out into the open!) 

Road Trippin' 

Cool Places for Car People 
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Sweaty palms and nervousness 
were for naught—the car made it 
across without a scratch! 



 

 

 

 

Let's face it: classic cars of the 60s and the 70s were big on horsepower, but 
when it comes to cornering you had better have your life insurance policy paid up 
when you go into a corner way too hot. Right now, one of the trends in aftermarket 
muscle car modification is the Pro Touring car. This is the car that has the look 
you want, and the big horsepower, but it can also handle so that when a corner 
comes up on Woodward, a Prius won't take it faster than you. 
 
Some of the issue around poor cornering is that the frame has considerable flex. 
This makes for a nice, smooth ride down the road with your sweetie, but when 
that elusive 25mph off-ramp comes up, nothing happens other than you plow 
through it like a dump truck. So with that, we can rebuild it, make it stronger and 
faster (in the corners). 
 
We know we have the tools. The million dollar question is do we have the talent to 
do this? The answer is yes. The first thing we did was go to ABC Performance in 
Imlay City to pick up a frame boxing kit for a 68-72 GM A-body. We called ahead 
to make sure the parts were in stock, and then the trip was a go. Once there, the 
owner, Tony Grzelakowski, introduced himself with a smile and that pride that one 
only sees with a true car guy. He is friendly like you would not believe, and will 
talk your ear off about his projects and his products. The great thing is that his 
products don't just sit in boxes. They work! He has competed successfully in the 
Optima Ultimate Street Car Challenge. The competitors in this event challenge 
both their cars and their products across a series of road course races, and must 
travel in between locations. No trailer queens allowed!  
 
According to Tony, this kit can be installed on the car with the body in place but it 
is easier with the body off the frame and in a large open space. So, that's what we 
did. The new parts were first sanded and degreased. They were then sprayed 
with weld-through-primer to stave off rust for the couple of days that it would take 
to install them. The staff at ABC Performance recommended using stitch welds 
about 1 inch long with 6 inches of separation between to prevent warping. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Boxing Match 

By Mike Bartley 
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Close up of parts, painted and 
marked every six inches for initial 
welding. 

ABC Performance frame boxing kit. 
Primed in weld-through-primer to 
prevent rust 



 

 
Boxing Match 

(Continued) 

 Previously, all of the weak and rusted bits were repaired on the frame, so now the 
fun can start with the performance modifications. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the initial shock of 'what have I gotten myself into?' and the realization that 
you are too cheap to pay someone to do this, then the work can begin. The small 
piece in the centre of the frame that braces it must be cut out for the boxing kit to 
sit correctly. The edges were also ground down to allow for easier welding. 
 
Next, we bought the largest wrench that we could find at Harbor Freight Tools to 
straighten out the lower 'C' of the frame channel. Years of use, jacking up the car 
incorrectly, and maybe the bottoming out going into a driveway had bent some of 
the rails up a little on the bottom. Using the wrench, the rails were straightened 
out. Verify the measurements against the ABC kit to make sure that you are not 
overdoing it. These boxing kits do taper from front to back slightly, so just one 
measurement is not enough. 

 

 

(Continued on P.6) 
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Get yourself a really big 
wrench—we had a 
coupon for this one 
from Harbor Freight—
and with some muscle 
and elbow grease, 
straighten out the lower 
portion of the frame. 

These pictures show the typical open channel frame from a 68-72 GM A-body. Notice the 

lower portion. Years of service, and possibly lack of attention to the placement of the jack, 

caused the bottom portion of the frame to become very warped. 

Cut out this piece. This 
will allow for the proper 
placement of the boxing 
kit on the frame, and 
having it lay flat will 
make your life that 
much easier when you 
go to weld. 



 

 

Place the boxing plates in place. Some trimming was necessary on the ends to get 
them to line up correctly. Once you are satisfied with the fit of the plate, place tack 
welds every six inches top and bottom to hold them in place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once the plates are tacked into place, then the stitch welds can start to go in. 
Keep them spread out approximately 6 inches apart, and no longer than 1 inch in 
length, to keep the overall heat down. A flat head screwdriver was also used to 
position the panels together. The two edges of the steel should be at a right angle 
to each other to allow for weld penetration. The bottom edge took a little more 
work than the top edge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To be concluded in the next issue of The Tracker. 

Boxing Match 

(Continued) 
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Once welded, if the project is going 

to sit, coat them in a primer to  

protect from rust. 

 Keep welding until the seams are 
completed. 

Get the boxing plates tack welded 
in every six inches. 

One inch stitch welds to start the 
welding process. 



 

 

On an evening far too cold for late May, with wind chills in the low 40s, several 
Widetrackers and their classic cars pulled into the Elba Township Fire Hall in   
Lapeer County to meet boys from Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Troop 137. The 
idea behind this get together was to show off some classic cars, and allow the 
boys to have an up close look at some 10-20-30-or-more old cars and compare 
them to their parent’s daily driver. The boys had just completed the Automotive 
Maintenance Merit Badge. The Automotive Maintenance Merit Badge is an      
optional merit badge that counts towards the total of 21 needed to make Eagle 
Scout, the highest rank in Boy Scouts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Widetrackers gave the boys rides to nearby TC’s Ice Cream Stand at Elba 
Corners. The boys, in turn, bought the driver’s ice cream and were encouraged to 
ask questions about the cars, such as what it takes to maintain a car this old, and 
compare them to today’s modern vehicles in terms of comfort, safety, power, etc. 
The brains behind the idea was Troop 137 Assistant Scoutmaster and Merit Badge 
Counselor, Dennis Carol. 
 
Ken and Barbara Vanniman showed up with not one, but two, vehicles: their    
Carousel Red GTO Judge and Ford police car. The police car was clearly a hit, 
and several kids wanted to ride in the back of that car. Ken said he only had one 
problem with three kids riding in the back of the police car – he only had one pair 
of handcuffs! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

BSA Troop 137 Meet the Widetrackers 

By Dennis Carol 
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Left: Cover of the Automotive Maintenance Merit Badge 
workbook. 

Right: The Automotive Maintenance merit badge a 
Scout receives to sew onto his sash. 

The Vanniman's cars at the Elba Twp 
Fire Hall 



 

 

Other Widetrackers and cars that came were: 
 

 Rich Gabriel – Chieftain Station Wagon 

 Wade Cleffman – Grand Prix 

 Rich Dabrowski – GTO 

 Chuck and Nancy Shinouskis – GTO convertible 

 Dave Bloch – ’38 Pontiac hot rod 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dave Bloch’s car drew all the attention at the ice cream stand. The boys gathered 
around as Dave explained how a 70+ year old car can be updated with a more 
modern engine and drivetrain. I really think the boys enjoyed looking at the shiny 
chrome bits too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upon returning to the fire hall, the boys were asked what they learned from riding in 
the cars and talking to the owners. Some of their observations were: 
 

 Many of the cars were not built with seat belts  

 The shapes/styling are much more distinctive than today’s cars 

 Manual transmissions were much more common back then than they are now 

 There were no fuel economy standards back then, and gas was a lot cheaper 
when these cars were built 

 Parts for these older cars are expensive and can be very hard to find 

 Radios are much better sounding today 

(Continued on page 9) 

BSA Troop 137 Meet the Widetrackers

(Continued) 
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Dave Bloch explains to the boys the changes he’s made to his Pontiac to modernize it. They 
are doing a good job of not getting ice cream on the car. 

Some of the Widetracker's cars parked at TC's Ice Cream Stand 



 

 

 Most cars had very few power accessories—like power windows, door locks, 
brakes, and even steering—which is common on cars today 

 Ride / passenger comfort is better today than many of those old cars 

 People are safer in today’s modern cars than in the classics due to designed 
crumple zones, air bags, 3-point seat belts, etc. These were things that were 
not required, or even a consideration, when these cars were built. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Everyone had a good time. After posing for a group picture, the boys felt this was a 
fun activity and they’d love to do this again. The Widetrackers also said this was a 
lot of fun, and they would likewise like to do it again. The only thing everyone 
would change is to do it on a much warmer night.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis said this was a definite possibility. He said that only half the troop did the 
merit badge because the other half of the troop had been preparing for several 
months for a week long service trip/project to the fort on Mackinac Island to serve 
as tour guides, escorts, and flag bearers starting Memorial Day weekend. Dennis 
plans to do this merit badge again in late September or early October for those 
boys as well.  

BSA Troop 137 Meet the Widetrackers 

(Continued) 
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Widetrackers and Boy Scouts 
of America Troop 137 

The Hendlers talk to Rich Gabriel and 
shiver while eating ice cream on a very 
cold late May evening. 



 

 

Widetrackers Culture Club 

By Susan Swan 
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 A Tour of Ron Finch's Grounds and Workshop 
 
What an experience! For those of us who did not have a clue what to expect, it 
was indeed a surprise. Most of us were aware that Ron Finch is a custom    
motorcycle building legend, but the grounds surrounding his workshop, where 

many of his metal   
sculptures were        
displayed, were truly a 
sight to behold. The 
three and a half acres 
surrounding his work-
shop in Pontiac were 
filled with winding trails, 
flower gardens, and 
something interesting to 
see at every turn. Ron is 
a collector of just about 
everything, and his 
artistic sense turns 

ordinary cast-offs into works of art. Inside the 
workshop (which is a beautiful three story house) 
one is again surrounded by his creativity and 
extraordinarily imaginative works of art. There is 
too much to take in for just one visit. Mr. and 
Mrs. Finch were gracious hosts, even providing 
trays of fruit, vegetables, cheese and crackers, 
and cold drinks for us to enjoy. If ever you have 
a chance to visit, you will be amazed. Thanks to Bob and Phyllis Van Sickle for 
suggesting and arranging our tour. It was great! Of course, a fabulous lunch at 

Christi's Bar and Grill topped off the afternoon. 
Photos courtesy of Susan 
Swan and Stan Dogonski 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, 
there is always food with fellowship. Our 
monthly pot-luck suppers are always an 
amazing sight to behold, and over the 
course of the night someone is bound to 
ask someone for a recipe. 
 

The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members to share some of 
their signature dishes with the group, and hopefully, you can find a new 
favourite among the offerings! 
 
Peanut Butter Cookies (Courtesy of Nancy Blome) 
 
1/3 cup olive oil 

1/2 cup butter 

1 cup brown sugar 

1 cup white sugar 

1 cup peanut butter 

2 eggs (beaten) 

1 tsp vanilla 

2-1/2 cup flour 

1 tsp baking powder 

1/2 tsp salt 

 

 Cream olive oil, butter, brown sugar, and white sugar. 

 Add peanut butter, beaten eggs, and vanilla. 

 Add flour, baking powder and salt 

 Mix well. 

 Roll into balls (about 1" in diameter) and put on an ungreased cookie sheet 

about 2" apart 

 Press the top of each with a fork in both directions. 

 Bake in 350 degree oven for 12 to 15 minutes. 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Karen Cline at  

karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 
 

Dust-off delights! 
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On June 13th, the Widetrackers held 
their yearly fundraiser, the Spring 
Dust-Off at the Springfield Oaks 
County Park in Davisburg, MI (not 
Davison). Despite grey skies and the 
threat of drizzle, there were still  
ninety-three cars registered for the 
event, and just about every class 
was represented! 

The Dust-Off is open only to GMC, 
Pontiac, and Oakland, vehicles, and 
unlike many car shows, the cars 
aren't 'judged' in the traditional 
sense. Instead, winner trophies are 
presented based on popular vote 
from spectators, and club members 
are not eligible to vote. Maybe a 
good thing—it's hard to choose a 
favourite! What's yours? 



 

 
 

Dust-off delights! 
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Forty-five years ago, on June 26th, Ken and Barb 
Vanniman jumped into their brand new 1969 GTO 
Judge and headed to Canada for their honeymoon. 
As they were heading to the Blue Water Motel in 
Grand Bend, Ontario with a backseat full of      
wedding gifts, they were stopped by the Border 
Patrol and asked to open all of the gifts before  
proceeding on with their honeymoon. After that 
brief delay, the honeymoon proceeded as planned. 
That scene was duplicated at the Friday night 

cruise in Davison, MI. More or less—this time, the law wasn't involved. 
 
Ken told Barb that for their anniversary, he was going to take her to the         
restaurant where they had dined on their wedding day. While they ate, fellow 
Widetrackers decorated their car - which happens to be an exact replica of the 
Judge that Ken had purchased forty-five years earlier. Ken had searched for 
many years for an exact copy of the GTO he had owned when they'd decided to 
take the plunge into matrimony. To satisfy him, it had to be the same car with the 
same options. He finally found this one in Lake Orion a few months prior to their 
anniversary. When they returned to their car from Whitey’s Restaurant, Barb was 
totally surprised to see many fellow Widetrackers and other friends who had 
showed up to join in on the celebration.  
 
The Widetrackers would like to wish the Vanniman’s at least forty-five more 
years of wedded bliss.  ♥♥ 

Widetrackers Celebrating in Style! 

By Mike Woody 
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Dust-Off Winners 2015 

For anyone who didn't make it, the Dust-Off was an opportunity to see lots of 
gorgeous cars in one place. Check out the ones voted the best of the best, and 
check out p.12-13 for more Dust-Off pics! 

 Best of Show 

 David Cinader, Rochester Hills 

 1955 Chieftain 

 

 Kay Aldritch Memorial Trophy 

 Paul and Marjo Prinzing, North Muskegon 

 1954 Chieftain 

 

 Cool Rides Online Sponsor Award 

 Rick Geigger, Ortonville 

 2001 Trans Am 

 
  (A big thank you to Dennis Carol for the photos!) 



 

 

As we all know, the success or failure of a car show event depends heavily on the 
weather. Judging by that criteria, the 43rd annual Sloan Museum Auto Fair,     
presented in Flint's Cultural Center complex, was both a disappointment and a hit. 

 
Two-day shows, like “The 
Sloan,” are doubly susceptible 
to the weather conditions. The 
car show on Saturday started 
out moist, and got wetter. As a 
result, the show was lightly  
attended on the first day.     
Sunday was a different  matter 
all together. Sunshine and clear 
skies promised a perfect      
environment for this picturesque 
event.  

The Widetrackers turned out in force and 
occupied a communal location in a very well 
traveled location just north of the Whitting 
Auditorium. Eleven members displayed their 
Pontiacs, and Ken & Barb Vanniman were 
there with their 1952 F*rd police cruiser. 
 
As is our custom, the club ate well with a 
chicken dinner at lunchtime. The swap meet 
was well populated and located on the lawn 
under the trees  just north of the museum. 
 

This event is always well-attended with 
around 500-700 vehicles of all types 
and ages in attendance. Special      
displays included: International and 
Canadian Muscle Cars, Antique Police 
Cars, Classic Motorcycles, and        
Military Vehicles Competitive judging 
resulted in a Top Twenty-five award 
presentation at the end of the day. Put 
this event on your calendar for next 
year. 

Sloan Auto Fair - A Must See 

By Eric White 
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Despite the poor weather (and turnout) shown 
on Saturday, Sunday was a much better day 

Pretty Pontiacs, all in a row! 

A group of Widetrackers looking  
almost as good as their cars! 

Even parked, it looks fast! 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 
the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not  as-

sume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject matter 
herein. 

Is it almost time for Woodward already? Sheesh, where did the summer go? It wasn't that 
long ago that we untarped Envy and took him for his first ride of the year, and now we're half-
way through cruise season! But, they say time flies when you're having fun, and boy, have 
we been doing just that! 
  
The Dust-Off was a good time, and despite the ominous looking clouds, and the half-hearted 
attempts from Mother Nature to drizzle us all to death, we still had a good turnout for the 
event. We got some new members out 
of that deal (welcome to you all!!)and 
many of the members got to have an 
extended visit - the meetings are just 
too short sometimes to get all the    
chatting in! For anyone who's never 
gone, you should try to get there. Not 
only is it a very cool show with a lot of 
beautiful cars on site, but it's the club's 
annual fundraiser - and we're all in it 
because we love cars, right? Win-win! 
  
Once again, we took to the streets of 
Hadley for the Fourth of July Parade. As 
a couple of fish out of water (we lost count of how many young parade-goers were quick to 
tell us, "Hey, you're from Canada!"), it's a fantastic experience that everyone should try at 
least once in their lifetime. We have never seen so many people at a parade before, and that 
sense of pride and patriotism is so nice to be a part of. And, we're happy to report that we 
made it to the end of the parade with two lollipops and one wayward chocolate bar that had 
fallen under the seat. Apparently, thirty-four and a half pounds is the magic number for the 
amount of candy one should bring - especially when it's being handed out by a couple of 
over-zealous Canucks! 
  
We hope to see a lot of you at Woodward. And in the meantime, keep sending us things for 
The Tracker. If you're working on a project, drop us a line and a photo. If you've got spare 
parts to sell, let us know. If you've been somewhere neat in your travels, pass on the info! It's 
your club and your newsletter. It'll only be as great as we all want to make it! 
 
As always, keep it between the ditches.  
 
~Mike and Jenn ♥   
jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Elliott & Shawn Athayde—Wolverine Lake, MI 
Matthew Davis—Ortonville, MI 
Janet Haering—Ortonville, MI 
Thomas Joseph—Clarkston, MI 
Larry Kabrick—Northville, MI 
David Klik—Harrison Twp, MI 
Richard Lyyski—Clarkston, MI 
Ed Meurer—Farmington Hills, MI 



 

 

For Sale 
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Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it 
some obscure resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or 
small, all Widetracker members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the 
details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! 
We're here to help. Use us! 

Just bought two large lit collections containing lit. from the 1960's and up. Still have 
a nice selection of ads from 1946 and up. Do have Canadian material. Also have 
color chip sheets and press kits. Owners Manuals from the 70's. Also have other 
brands, too. 
 
Contact Bill Coombe  
(586) 293-0662 
email  bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Pimp Your Ride 

Face it. We all love cars. We love looking at them. We love talking about our own. 
Send in some pics and a bit about your ride, and we'll introduce your baby to the 
membership! 

 

 

mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com


 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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The High School Reunion 
 
A husband goes with his wife to her high school reunion. After meeting several of 
her friends and former school mates, they are sitting at a table where he is   
yawning and overly bored. The band cranks up and people are beginning to 
dance. There's a guy on the dance floor living it large, break dancing, moon  
walking, doing back flips, buying drinks for people, the works. 
  
The wife turns to her husband and says, "See that guy? Twenty-five years ago, 
he proposed to me and I turned him down.  
  
The husband says: "Looks like he's still celebrating!!" 

Two Friends In Heaven 
 
"Hi, Wanda!" 
 
"Hi, Sylvia. How'd you die? 
 
"I froze to death." 
 
"Oh, how horrible!" 
 
"Oh, it wasn't so bad. After I quit shaking from cold, I began to get warm and 
sleepy, and finally died a peaceful death. What about you? 
 
"I died of a massive heart attack. I suspected my husband was cheating, so I 
came home early to catch him in the act. He was sitting in the den, by himself, 
watching TV. But I was so sure there was another woman, I started running all 
over the house. I searched everywhere, from attic to basement, in all the closets, 
under the bed. I looked everywhere, but by the end was so exhausted, I just 
keeled over from a heart attack and died." 
 
"Oh. Too bad you didn't look in the freezer; we'd both still be alive." 



 

 

You'll Love This One! 
  
Susan was sitting in the waiting room for her first appointment with a new     
dentist. She saw his DDS diploma on the wall, which bore his full name.      
Suddenly, she remembered that a tall, handsome, dark-haired boy with the 
same name had been in her high school class some thirty-odd years ago. As 
she sat there, she started wondering if it was the same guy she'd had the secret 
crush on way back when. 
 
Upon seeing him, however, she quickly discarded any such thought. The    
balding, grey-haired man with the deeply lined face was way too old to have 
been her classmate! 
 
 After he'd examined her teeth, she asked him if he had attended Morgan Park 
High School, to which he replied with great pride, "Yes. Yes, I did. I'm a       
Mustang." 
 
"When did you graduate?" she asked. 
 
"In 1980," he replied. "Why do you ask?" 
 
"You were in my class!" she said with a grin. 
 
He studied her closely. Then, that ugly, old, bald, wrinkled, fat-faced, grey-
haired, decrepit slug of a man said, "Really? What subject did you teach?"   

The Last Laugh 
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The 101 Year-Old Woman From Kentucky 
 
Reporter:  Can you give us some health tips for reaching the age of 101? 
 
Old Woman:   For better digestion I drink beer.  In the case of appetite loss I 
drink white wine. For low blood pressure I drink red wine.  In the case of high 
blood pressure I drink Scotch. And when I have a cold I drink Schnapps. 
 
Reporter:  When do you drink water?  
 
Old Woman:   I've never been that sick!   



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

You've Gotta Eat Here! 
By Jim Larson 
 
Since 1929, locals have been served up delicious diner fare 
at Pete's Coney II. Now, they have two locations, one run by 
Pete's grandson, Ed, in Clarkston and the other by his great-
grandson, Andy, in Lake Orion. On Wednesdays and      
Fridays, they feature a fish fry. For $9.99, you get the all-you-
can-eat special, or for $8.99 you can get the three piece 
[that's enough for me]. You also get a salad or soup, roll/
garlic bread, and choice of potato. 

Our club has gone to both locations over the past several 
years for their Wednesday fish fry! For our group, it's easier for us to fit in on a 
Wednesday; if we went on Friday, we'd be waiting! Plus, we 'fill in' as Wednesdays 
are less busy. Over the years, we alternate from one location to the other every year. 

 The members liked when we went this past March to the Lake Orion Pete's, and they 
really liked their fish fry! I was told by many, 'we want to go again soon'!! We, as a 
club with our 30 hungry members, fill up the seating at the Orion Pete's. For a repeat 
visit, maybe we could go back to their larger Clarkston spot which has a much     
bigger seating area? 

The fish fry is prepared the same at both locations, with a lighter, flakier coating on 
the Icelandic cod and not the heavy batter type. And if you don't like fish, you can get 
what you want on their vast menu. (It's seven pages long!) 

Pete's is a good place with a lot of good memories for the club. Our Social Committee 
is looking into another date for Pete's Coney soon!!!       
 
If you go: Pete's Coney II, 6160 Dixie Hwy, Clarkston MI or 4083 S Baldwin Rd, 
Lake Orion MI 
 
(Got a favourite place? Tell us about it and we'll post about it! After all, we are 
an eating club with a car habit!) 

Summer is here, and when you're out cruising in your hot looking ride, you 
should be looking cool while doing it! Let everyone know you're a proud 
Widetracker and order a club t-shirt. Or, if that's not your thing, you can have 
your own one-of-a-kind item made. Bring in your own, or choose something 
from our supplier, the Graphic Wizard (see their online catalogue at 
www.thegraphicwizard.com). Just see Tom or Marlyn to order something, or 
bring in your own items to get the club logo put on them. It's a great way to 
advertise the club and bring in new members! 

20 



 

 

Jul 31-
Aug 2 

Ames Performance Tri-Power 
Pontiac Nationals 

Summit Motorsports Park, Norwalk 
OH 

Aug 1 Lake Orion Shop With Heroes 
(formerly Kops & Kids) Charity 
Car Show, 8:00-2:00 

Downtown Lake Orion 

Aug 8 Club Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
Discussion of Constitution and   
By-Laws, Nomination of Officers 

Golling GMC 

Aug 9 Club Picnic and Car Show, 2:00 
p.m. 

Wade Cleffman/Carol Hendrix home 
2351 Morris Rd, Lapeer, MI 

Aug 11-15 Back to the Bricks Cruise    
Weekend 

Flint, MI   (www.backtothebricks.org) 

Aug 14/15 21st Annual Woodward Dream 
Cruise   Lunch ~1200 on Sat 

**MUST PREREGISTER BY 
AUG 1** 

Pontiac, MI (Parking at corner of 
Woodward and Huron) 

Contact Jim Larson or Clarice 
Humphrey for more info 

Aug 17-23 9th Annual Michigan Old US 27 
Motor Tour 

Coldwater to Cheboygan 

Sep 12 Club Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
Election of Officers 

Golling GMC 

Sep 19 Golling Super Cruise Charity Car 
Show, 8:00 a.m. 

Golling GMC 

Sep 30 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame bus 
trip, $35/person 

Cleveland OH, Meet at Christie's 
More details to follow 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the   
coming months! In addition to these, there's plans in the works for 
a weekday trip to the Detroit Institute of Arts sometime in the fall, 
and while it's still early, you know Holly Jolly Folly is just around 
the corner! 

The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in 
addition to our favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of         
somewhere we should see, pass your suggestions on to Susan 
Swan or Nancy Shinouskis—they'd love to hear from you. 
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Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2015 

President   Vice President 

Rick Blome   Ed Cline 

248-302-8518   248-978-6581 

rblome91@gmail.com  edwardcline@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Sheron Keeley   Clarice Humphrey 

248-628-1508   248-628-4280 

smkeeley@gmail.com  clarice915@yahoo.com 

Director    Director 

Bruce Bunker   Wade Cleffman 

248-969-0150   810-245-6032 

bunkfish@sbcglobal.net  carcrazywade@yahoo.com   

Director    Memberships 

Rich Dabrowski    Nancy Blome 

586-242-7440   248-320-2609 

rdbrow648@charter.net   nblome617@gmail.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Rich Dabrowski 

519-337-8070   586-242-7440  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  rdbrow648@charter.net 

Clothing Sales   Activities Committee 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Keeley, Larson, Long, 

248-891-7809   Armstrong, Humphrey 

teclees1@aol.com   Shinouskis & Swan families 

 

 

www.widetrackers.com 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Nancy Blome 

  1750 Deer Path Trail, Oxford MI, 48371 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.com 
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