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Miles to Cruise!! 



 

 

The Widetracker Board of Directors have settled into their new positions and are becoming 
more comfortable with each meeting they attend.  There’s a good amount of enthusiasm as 
we roll out the Help Network via email and our website.  We had excellent participation by 
our members who attended the North American International Car Show at Cobo Hall in  
Detroit, and our Holiday dinner at Whitey’s in Davison during January. 
 
The Dust-Off Committee has held two meetings in preparation for the 28th Annual Dust-Off 
Car Show on June 11, 2016.  We were able to find a great location for our committee    
meetings…a private room with a door to close at Red Knapp’s Restaurant in Oxford.  We 
met at noon, so lunch was also on the agenda.  The first meeting gauged interest as to who 
was interested in serving on the committee.  I was very pleased to see thirteen members 
attend.  We spent a majority of time discussing last year’s show, including potential        
problems and how we could make our car show better this year.  I received the final draft of 
the show flier today, and if approved, we are ready to head to the printer.  
 
The next meeting will be more task-oriented as we break down and divide the assignments 
and work among committee members.  By meeting twice already, we are ahead of schedule 
for this year’s show, and in good hands as Bob Van Sickle has agreed to co-chair the    
committee. 
 
I am also happy to say that Genisys Credit Union has agreed to become a Gold Sponsor for 
the 2016 Dust-Off Car Show.  Thank you to Jim Larson, who got the ball rolling and made 
an introduction to their community relations program director. 
 
As this is our only fundraising event for the year, we look to have an enjoyable show and 
increase our profits.  One new idea that I have seen at different car shows and events is a 
silent auction.  If you attended the Holly Jolly Folly in December, you might have participated 
and placed a bid during their silent auction to benefit the Lake Orion Lighted Parade.  I’ve 
asked the committee to consider adding this on a small scale to the car show agenda.  We 
would keep it on a smaller scale the first year, auctioning about 40-50 items, and judge the 
success after the show.  I have a volunteer that 
would like to run that event, and I feel that our show 
registrants, spectators, and members would enjoy 
this addition to our car show. 
 
Obviously, we need donations for the auction.  
These do not have to be car related, but could   
include gift certificates and other new items from 
restaurants or other businesses.  We can solicit from 
area businesses, or you can donate individually as a 
club member.  Many of you have donated to the 
50/50 drawing, and many of those items would be 
ideal for a silent auction. 
 
So what do you think?  Email me, or any Board or 
Committee member to share your ideas.  I am   
looking forward to seeing you at the February 13th 
membership meeting celebrating “Cook’s Night Off” 
in advance of Valentine’s Day. Remember to sign up 
so that we will know how much food to order.  We’ll 
have an announcement about the Dust-Off then, and we’re also working to have show fliers 
available.  
 
Rich Dabrowski      
 President 

President's column 2 



 

 

Audio and Video: on widetrackers.org. For our website, audio is defined as sound only, for 
example, music or speech. Video is defined as both sound and moving pictures. 
Audio. Music and songs appear on our website under the menu: “Media – Music” (although 
they may appear anyplace). Graphically, the music is represented by a long thin rectangle 
with an arrow at the left end and the time duration of the music at the right end. Clicking on 
the arrow activates the playing of the music. All music is required to be stored on the     
website in mp3 format only. A 3 minute audio clip/song takes about 5-MBytes of data     
storage capacity.  
 
Video. Videos appear on our website under the menu: “Media – Video” (although they may 
appear anyplace). Video consumes large amounts of data storage capacity. A one minute 
video will require about 50-MBytes of data capacity in wmv format. Our website has a limit of 
64-Mbytes of data capacity for any single media item – a photo, an audio clip, or a video 
clip. Therefore, our website can store a video of only about one minute in duration. To have 
longer duration videos on our website, the video must be stored on databases outside of our 
website, and a link is provided on widetrackers.org to access the video. Clicking on the link 
transfers you to that storage database. For example, YouTube and Google Drive (our Cloud 
space) are two such video storage database sites.  
 
Digital Information Definitions: Below is some useful information about bits, bytes, data 
requirements, and flash drives:    
 
1 bit = one bit, the basic unit of binary/digital communications, having a state or value of 
either “1” or “0”. 
1 byte = a sequential 8 bit group. A byte represents the measured value, in binary language, 
of one point on an analog signal (music, speech), or a specific number. 
1 kB = one kilobyte = 1,000 bytes (thousand bytes) 
1 MB = one megabyte = 1,000,000 bytes (million bytes) 
1 GB = one gigabyte = 1,000,000,000 bytes (billion bytes) 
1 TB = one Terabyte = 1,000,000,000,000 bytes (trillion bytes) 
 
Practical Applications: 
 

 1 page text document = 20 kB 

 1 audio song of 3 minutes = 5 MB 

 1 high resolution photo = 8 MB 

 1 video of one minute = 50 MB 
 
A 64 GB USB 3.0 flash drive with physical dimensions of 2”x1”x”1/2” costs about $20. This 
portable data storage device can store: 
 

 3,200,000 - single page text documents, or 

 12,800 – three minute songs, or 

 8,000 – high resolution photos, or 

 1,280 minutes of video 
 
Of course, all four types may be stored together, in smaller quantities (the sum total not to 
exceed 64 GB), on a single flash drive. Flash drives can be used on personal computers 
(PCs) and audio devices such as “Digital Media Receivers” (car stereos) that have the USB 
port.  
   
Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to cover in a future edition to the 
club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
By Dave Bloch, Webmaster 
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Fiero owners are like the Rocky Horror Picture Show fans of the car world. These people are 
fiercely loyal to their cars, and passionate about them like a mama bear. Still, even with all of 
the attribute s that the Fiero brings to the table, this little two-seater does have one flaw in 
the handling department: the lack of a rear sway bar causes the car to hop and wag under 
acceleration in the corner. This became apparent during a drive from the Dream Cruise to 
dinner for the evening. The crossover exit from the I-75 to M-53 can be nerve wracking on 
any given day, but add in a little heavier traffic, and having to hit the gas to avoid the      
clueless idiot in the SUV who has one hand on the coffee and one hand on the cell phone, 
and you can almost literally see your life flash before your eyes. From this experience, the 
light weight of the car coupled with the torque steer from the engine showed us how loose 
the car was in the rear tires. 
 
To fix this we consulted the Fiero Store and ordered their rear sway bar kit for the Fiero. To 
date, it is the only place that is known to carry a kit specifically for the Fiero. The first step 
was to put the rear of the car on ramps. This kept the rear suspension loaded from the body 
weight of the car, but allowed for full access to the suspension, free from the interference of 
jack stands. 
 
The kit comes with with aluminum sway bar end links and polyurethane bushings, which we 
were glad to see came preassembled. To install these, you'll find a hole in the centre of the 
lower control arm (the instructions from the kit do a good job of illustrating this exact       
position). The hole in the control arm may have to be enlarged, but fortunately for this    
project, ours was already large enough to accommodate the end links.  Just make sure you 
do not fully tighten the bolts until the project is completed, as it will be easier to handle the 
other components as you install them. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Next, the polyurethane bushings were put on to the sway bar, and using the supplied grease 
from the kit, the area between the bushing and the sway bar was well greased. The bolts 
were put into the end links and the bar was loosely bolted into place. One thing to remember 
before you bolt the bar in place is to make sure that the engineered dip in the sway bar is on 
the right side of the car. This is to ensure that the bar will clear the exhaust, and prevent it 
from rattling on the sway bar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Building a Better Go-Kart 

By Mike Bartley 
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Place the bolt into the eye of 
the end link. 

Place the bushings onto the sway bar. 
Notice the dip in the one side of the sway 
bar. Ensure that this stays on the right side 
of the car. 

Install the end links onto the 
control arms. 



 

 
Building a Better Go-Kart 

(Continued) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The bushing cups were put onto the sway bar and pushed on so they were tight. The sway 
bar was mocked into place, and the holes were marked for drilling. Next, use a 3/8" drill bit 
to drill out the four holes required for the two bushings. This will take a bit of muscle and    
patience, so take your time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once the holes are drilled, feed the bolts through the frame to the holes, and drop them into 
the holes. These were grade 8 bolts, 3/8" X 1", and they can be bought at any hardware 
store. Make sure that you put washers on the bolts to give a bit of added support in the 
frame. Feeding the bolts through can be a little aggravating, but MIG wire can be used to 
feed the bolts through with a little less frustration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(Continued on P.6) 
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Push the sway bar up to the frame. 
Make sure that the bushings are in the 
centre of the frame and mark your 
holes. 

Put the bushing cups into place. Push 
them on so they are tight and will not 
fall off. 

Loosely bolt the sway bar onto 
the end links. 

Drill the four holes out. 

Once the holes are drilled out, feed the 
bolts down through the frame and out 
through the newly drilled holes. 



 

 

The sway bar was then swung back into place, and 3/8" nuts and lock washers were put on 
the bolts. Once they're on, tighten them down good and tight. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Finally, you can tighten the sway bar end links down to complete the installation.  The total 
time for this was about 1 and 1/2 hours for the full job. Not bad for a quick afternoon project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The product that the Fiero Store sells was of very good quality, and if you order, you can get 
the sway bar in either black or red powder coat. The bar does tuck up neatly into the frame, 
and is not visible unless you are under the car. Now go out and hit that off ramp with all of 
the gusto of a 16 year old with the family Civic, and only three active brain cells. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After driving the car for a couple days, we noticed that the wagging feeling the car had in the 
corners was greatly reduced. The test car in this case had 17" VOXX racing wheels with 
BFGoodrich rubber, so it already did have a few upgrades to improve it already. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now all you Fiero addicts can fix your handling, and stay out of trouble for an afternoon. 

Building a Better Go-Kart 

(Continued) 

 

6 

Push the sway bar into position and put the 
nuts and lock washers onto it. Once all of the 
nuts are in place, then you can start to tighten 
down all of the work that you have done. 

Notice how well it tucks up into 
the frame of the car. 

 
VICTORY!! 

Tighten down the end links and 
your job is done. Go out and 
enjoy the ride. 



 

 

It was with a great deal of sadness that the Michigan 
Widetrackers learned that Maureen "Sam" McIninch 
passed away on December 20, 2015 after battling 
illness for some time. At our December meeting, the 
club had come together as a group to send a card 
and well wishes to her, and we were shocked to learn 
that this lovely soul was no longer with us. 

Sam and her husband Bill had not been with the club 
for very long - they joined us in early 2014 - and 
brought with them their beautiful white and blue 1958 
Starchief (just one of several cars in their collection). 
It was not uncommon to see them out cruising in the 
summertime. Anyone who attended the 2015    
Woodward Dream Cruise would have seen the    
Pontiac, all shined up and show ready. Sam loved all 

of Bill's cars—but then, she was always a very loving, very friendly person 
to be around. She always seemed to have a smile at the ready, and was a 
fun, generous and caring individual. 

Sam and Bill owned the McIninch Monument Company and the McIninch 
Limousine Company, both in Waterford, Michigan. At this time, we send 
our deepest condolences to Bill and his family, and send thoughts and 
prayers to them as they deal with this difficult time. 

We will miss you, Sam. 

Remembering a Widetracker 

Saying Goodbye to Maureen McInnich 
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Maureen 'Sam' 

McIninch 

Bill and Sam's 1958 Pontiac Starchief. For those who regularly attend car 
shows and cruise-ins, chances are good that you've probably seen this Pontiac 
a time or two in your travels. It's definitely unforgettable—much like its owners. 



 

 

It’s no secret that I have a small love affair with H-body cars. That is because my 
first car was my grandmother’s 1971 Chevy Vega. I always thought of it as a poor 
man’s Camaro from a styling perspective. Pontiac got its own version of the H-
body, known as the Astre, in 1973 and 1974 for the Canadian-only market. Starting 
in 1975, the Astre was available for the U.S. market as well. The Vega and Astre 
both went out of production at the end of the 1977 model year.  

 
The Astre was more expensive than the Vega, 
so sales were slower by comparison. In an 
attempt to boost sales of the slow selling    
compact, late in the 1975 model year, Pontiac 
came out with a special edition dubbed the Li'l 
Wide Track. It was the creation of Jerry Juska, 
president of a small Detroit area marketing 
company called Dymar. Juska took his idea to 
Dave Landrith of Motortown Corporation 
(which just so happened to be Jim Wanger’s 
company in those days), a company that    
specialized in custom auto work. The package 

included a front air dam, a rear spoiler, Appliance wire mag rims, window louvers, a 
chrome exhaust tip, and bright stripe decals for the hood, body sides, rear spoiler, 
door handles, and wheel centers.  
 
Motortown assembled a couple of prototype cars in January and February 1975, 
and took the pictures to local Detroit area Pontiac dealers where the package 
gained their acceptance. It added a little over $400 to the price of the Astre, but the 
dealers felt that the difference in looks was worth the price. Production was 
switched from an old warehouse in suburban Detroit to a factory beside the     
Lordstown, Ohio Vega/Astre assembly plant. The package components were later 
offered as a dealer installed kit. An estimated 3,000 Li'l Wide Track Astres were 
reportedly ordered by dealerships, according to Jim Wangers, although only one 
known example still exists today.  

 
The sales brochure indicated that 
the Li'l Wide Track was available 
in several colors, when it fact this 
was not the case. Again, Wangers 
insists that all 3,000 production 
cars made were painted silver, 
and the two prototypes (a wagon 
and a hatchback) were white. No 
other colored Li'l Wide Tracks 
were produced. All the production 
cars were hatchbacks. The wagon 
version was never built. 
 
The Li'l Wide Track is clearly an 
interesting example of the colorful 
“decal and spoiler performance” 
packages that became sort of 

(Continued on page 9) 

The 1975 Pontiac Astre Li'l Wide Track 

By Dennis Carol 
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The 1975 Pontiac Astre Li'l Wide 
Track 

The white wagon was only a prototype and 
never produced commercially, but allegedly, 
there were 3000 hatchbacks made. 



 

 

Obviously, the car was made—as 
this article from the April 3, 1975 
edition of The Detroit News would 
confirm... But sightings are few and 
far between. 

vogue in the auto industry during the mid-to-late seventies; a time when actual 
horsepower and performance were on the decline. Clearly, the Mustang II Cobra 
II/King Cobras, Aspen R/T, and Volare Road Runners were much more successful 
examples (sales wise) than the Li'l Wide Track. 

There seems to be some question as to whether 3,000 Li'l 
Wide Tracks were truly produced given the lone known   
survivor, especially among the H-body community and web 
forums. Jim insists most of the 3,000 were reportedly built for 
the Detroit area, as well with a few heading off to other    
areas. Given that, you would think many of us Widetrackers 
would remember seeing these cars on the roads back in the 
1970s and early 1980s. I honestly don’t remember them. I do 
remember the Kammback Vegas, Astre Formulas, and later 
on the Sunbirds, Monzas, Firenzas, and Skyhawks that   
replaced the Vega and Astre. 
 
The last thing that probably contributes to the lack of       

surviving Li'l Wide Tracks is the car itself. Other than the unique spoiler/decal 
package, underneath it is still a basic L-4 2-bbl automatic Astre. These cars, like 
their Vega brothers, had quality and rust issues and were sent to the junkyard over 

time, or they were rounded up, cut up, and           
transformed into race cars. It is rare to see a stock, 
unmolested Astre or Vega today period. No one   
probably gave a second thought to the car’s novelty or 
rarity, especially because it was a compact economy 
car. Still, the Li'l Wide Track is an interesting footnote 
in Pontiac history. 

Li'l Wide Track 

(Continued) 
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Above: The original sales brochure detailing some of the car's features 

Below: Detailed view of the window louvers 



 

 

Widetrackers Culture Club 

By Susan Swan 
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The first week of December always brings a certain hustle and bustle called 
“building the Golling float for the Orion Lighted Parade”. The parade theme this 
year was “Orion Out of This World”, (not the easiest to portray!), but the     
Widetrackers decided to depict “The Coneheads at the Golling Buick-GMC 
Dealership, where you get Out-of-This-World Deals”. The parade was held  
December 5, and Jeff Bourcier and Jim Larson did a fine job dressed as   
Coneheads on the float. With the help of about sixteen members each evening, 
the float was completed in a record time of three days. All of the hard work paid 
off, with the Golling float taking the prize for the “Best Commercial Entry”! 

The night before the parade, on December 4, forty-two members, along with 
several hundred other party goers, attended the Holly Jolly Folly, the annual 
fundraiser for the parade. It was quite a fantastic turnout by the club. If you've 
never gone, the Golling Dealership was transformed into a festive party setting - 
very different from the typical day-to-day look! Dave Bloch, and Brian and    
Andrea Zelinski, were the winners of the two complimentary tickets provided by 
John Cooper, General Manager of Golling Buick-GMC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And, once again, the Widetrackers showed their generosity by providing two 
families Christmas baskets of food. Thanks to all who contributed a record 
amount of non-perishable food items at the December meeting! 

See pp. 12-13 for more pictures of the float, the parade, and the Holly Jolly 
Folly! Also, see the article by Jim Larson on p.14 for more on the Christmas 
donations! ~Eds. 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is al-
ways food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck sup-
pers are always an amazing sight to behold, and over 
the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 

offerings! 
 
Hawaiian Wedding Cake (Courtesy of MaryAnn Long) 
 
2 cups flour    1 1/2 cups sugar 
2 tsp. soda    1 tsp. salt 
3 Eggs     1 tsp. vanilla 
1 20-oz can crushed pineapple and juice  1 cup chopped walnuts 
1 cup chopped  walnuts  
 
Preheat oven to 350. Grease and flour a 9x13-inch pan. Mix all ingredients together and pour 
into prepared pan. Bake for 35 minutes, or until toothpick inserted comes out clean. Cool. 
 
Frosting: 
 
3/4 stick margarine    1 tsp. vanilla 
1 8-oz pkg. cream cheese softened  3 cups powdered sugar 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts, divided 
 
Mix all ingredients except nuts until combined. Stir 3/4 of the nuts into the frosting. Spread 
frosting on cooled cake, sprinkle remaining nuts on top. 
 
Pumpkin Snickerdoodles (Courtesy of Mary Woody) 
 
3 1/4 cups flour    3 1/2 tsp cornstarch 
1 tsp cream of tartar    1 tsp baking soda 
1/2 tsp baking powder   1/2 tsp salt 
3/4 tsp ground cinnamon   1/2 tsp ground ginger 
1/4 tsp ground nutmeg   1/4 tsp ground allspice 
1 cup sugar    3/4 cup packed brown sugar 
1 cup unsalted butter, softened  1 egg yolk 
3/4 cup pumpkin puree   1 1/2 tsp vanilla 
1/4 cup sugar + 1 1/2 tsp cinnamon for rolling 
 
In a mixing bowl, whisk together flour, cornstarch, cream of tartar, soda, baking powder, salt, 
cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg and allspice. In another bowl, cream butter and sugars until      
combined, occasionally scraping down the sides if not using a mixer with a paddle attachment. 
Add egg yolk, then pumpkin and vanilla. With mixer on low, slowly add in dry ingredients and 
mix until combined. Divide dough in half, cover with  plastic wrap and chill for 1 hour. Note that 
dough will be slightly sticky to touch. Preheat oven to 350. In a small bowl, combine sugar and 
cinnamon for rolling. Scoop dough in 2 tbsp. portions and roll into a ball. Roll in the cinnamon 
sugar mixture, and transfer to baking sheet lined with parchment, placing about 2 inches 
apart. Bake 12 to 14 minutes (they should look slightly underdone), cool on baking sheet 5 
minutes, then transfer to wire rack to cool completely. 
 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Karen Cline at  

karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 
 

Holly jolly hoopla! 
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The first weekend in December is a 
very busy one for the Widetrackers! We 
start with a whirlwind construction job 
on the annual Orion Lighted Parade 
Float,. Of course, there's some ego 
involved—after all, the Golling float has 
taken home an award from the Parade 
Committee for several years in a row, 
and that's bragging rights! 

The weekend is kicked off with the  
Golling sponsored Holly Jolly Folly. It's 
the major fundraiser for the parade, and 
it's a fun time. There's plenty of food, 
great music, and a silent auction loaded 
with some pretty awesome prizes. And, 
even though I might be biased in saying 
so, I think it's safe to say that Mrs. 
Claus likes us the best! ~_^ 

As you can see, the Widetrackers know 
how to have a good time!! 

Thanks to Susan Swan and Dave Todd 
for providing some of the pictures! 



 

 
 

Holly jolly hoopla! 
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By Jim Larson 

 
The Michigan Widetrackers did it again for 2015, donating to two local needy 
families for the holidays!! 
 
At our November membership meeting, which was held on November 14th, the 
many attending members submitted a list of candidates for consideration. 
These are typically local families in need—either people that the members 
might know personally, or a particular charity or group. This year, the families 
were both names put forward by members. 
 
Then, at the December 12th membership meeting, those who attended (more 
than sixty-five in total!) brought in donations of canned goods and boxed food 
items. Everything that was brought was split up between the receiving families. 
 
This year, the club chose to donate to two deserving families. One family is self-
employed and struggling a little with five young children at home, and the other 
family is currently dealing with a serious health issue, so the donations were 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Included with the bags of food items that each family received, our Michigan 
Widetracker Car Club donated 10% of the profits from our 27th Annual All   
Pontiac/Oakland/GMC Spring Dust-Off Car Show to help out a little further. This 
is something the club does every year.  
 
The two sponsor families went to the recipients' homes the week before   
Christmas and presented them with the food items, gift cards, and a nice check 
to each family! Hopefully, this gave them a little needed holiday lift. 
 
This isn't the only time the Michigan Widetrackers try to help out in the local 
community. The club also donates to several different local charities, and helps 
to support other groups too, all year long! With our 125+ membership, we can 
get many things completed. We gladly help the Pontiac Oakland Auto Museum, 
LOVE INC., the Orion Veteran Memorial, National MS, the Detroit Institute of 
Arts, Stahl's Auto Museum, and the Kenley Dabrowski Scholarship Fund, to 
name a few. But, this is just our club's way of giving some support to a couple 
of local families in need during the holiday season. 
 
Doing something nice for people, especially in your own area, makes us feel 
good. 
 

    
 

Widetracker Victory Lap 
Tracker Members Working In the Community 
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The Widetrackers are a generous group of people. In addition to the food   
donations collected, and the cash set aside from the Dust-Off, at the December 
meeting, the Calianno, Vader and Humphrey families all made additional cash 
donations, and to supplement the food donations, Marge Sawruk donated 
some Kroger gift cards. Way to go!! 

      ~Eds. 



 

 

Thanks to Stan Dogonski for the information! 

 
It shouldn't come as a shock to anyone that many of the Widetrackers have incredibly   
beautiful, unique, and lovingly cared for cars in their possession. Attending any local car 
show, you're likely to see these literal examples of poetry in motion cruising around on mag 
wheels and performance rubber, and like every other show goer, you'd be hard pressed to 
choose a favourite. 
 
This is why we don't work for a hot rod publication. 
 
The difficult job of choosing the choicest rides falls to those considerably more qualified, and 
among the myriad magazines out there, one such publication is Cruis'News. This magazine 
is a rather hefty publication sent out to several thousand subscribers monthly, offering news 
and stories about all things classic car related. Obviously, they know a good looking ride 
when they see one, and in the December 2015 edition, there was not one, not two, but three 
Widetrackers cars featured in the magazine—not too shabby for a little club from Orion 
Township! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Famous Widetrackers 

(We Know The Real Stars Are The Cars) 
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The Featured Cars (not from the 
publication): 

Top: Stan Dogonski's 1987   
gunmetal metallic Trans Am GTA 

Centre: Wayne and Barb Pillion's 
red 1964 Catalina 

Bottom: Bob and Phyllis  
VanSickle's 2002 white Trans Am 

To see them as they appeared, 
check out the December 2015 
edition of Cruis'News, pp. 24, 36 
and 6 respectively. Also, check 
out the nice shout out to the club 
with Stan's pic! 

 
Oops—Just a    

little camera 
shy! 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 
the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not  as-

sume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject matter 
herein. 

 We hope you had a good Christmas and New Year. We had a great time at the 
Holly Jolly Folly, and some of the Widetrackers definitely know how to cut a rug! 
Right now all of our cars (the cruisers, anyway) are put to bed for the winter as 
road salt and snow have taken over the streets - seriously, the rims on the daily 
drivers are crying. It is only just 2016, and we are already looking forward to cruise 
season, as well as attending Autorama, the Dust-Off and the Woodward Dream 
Cruise. Also, maybe this will be the 
year that Mike's car will actually see 
the road.  
 
To all of the Widetrackers who are 
also snowbirds, please be safe in 
your travels and return in one piece 
- but please, no posts on how warm 
it is in Florida.  
 
We've said it before, but we can't 
say it enough: thank you once 
again for all of your submissions 
and for truly making this a club newsletter. All of you do a great job, and we like 
seeing the diversity, dedication and creativity of the members. Please, keep it up! 
We love the jokes, but if you have interesting stories, projects you're working on, 
or something you think the membership would enjoy reading about, write up a few 
paragraphs and send it on to us, too! We promise, it's easy and painless. 
 
One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The Tracker is also available in an 
electronic format. If you'd prefer to receive it that way rather than get a printed 
hard copy mailed to you, just drop us an email, and we'll put you on the list. 
 
As always, keep it between the ditches.  
 
~Mike and Jenn ♥   
jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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New Members—Welcome! 
 
Ernie & Kathy Callard—Swartz Creek 
Herman (Sonny) Ruple Jr—Orion Twp 
 
Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at 
(248)628-4280 or email  clarice915@yahoo.com.  
 
Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not 
listed on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 



 

 

For Sale 
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Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? 
Awesome. Is it some obscure resto part that you don't need         
anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker     
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by 
email at jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we 
have voice mail) with the details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), 
and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. Use 
us! 

For Sale:  

1979 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. 
Black. All original.   

Asking $8,900. Car runs great, and 
it is a very nice looking car. Has a 
spoiler, leather interior, working air 
conditioning—a great driver, just 
one too many for the garage. 

 
Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

Just bought two large lit collections containing lit. from the 1960's 
and up. Still have a nice selection of ads from 1946 and up. Do 
have Canadian material. Also have color chip sheets and press kits. 
Owners Manuals from the 70's. Also have other brands, too. 
 
Contact Bill Coombe  
(586) 293-0662 
email  bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

For Sale: 

Four (4) ‘66-67 GTO Hubcaps for $15 apiece.  Three (3) are in fair 
condition, the last is salvageable. If interested, contact Larry Vader 
@ (810) 797-4476 or email jvader@centurytel.net  

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com
mailto:jvader@centurytel.net


 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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Reflections From the Seat of an Old Tractor 
 

 Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight and bull-strong.  

 Keep skunks and bankers at a distance. 

 Life is simpler when you plow around the stump. 

 A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor. 

 Words that soak into your ears are whispered; not yelled. 

 Meanness doesn't just happen overnight. 

 Forgive your enemies; it messes up their heads. 

 Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you. 

 It doesn't take a very big person to carry a grudge. 

 You cannot unsay a cruel word. 

 Every path has a few puddles. 

 When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty. 

 The best sermons are lived, not preached. 

 Most of the stuff people worry about is never going to happen, anyway. 

 Don't judge folks by their relatives. 

 Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer. 

 Live a good and honorable life--when you get older and think back, you'll 
enjoy it a second time. 

 Don't interfere with something that isn't bothering you. 

 Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance. 

 If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop digging. 

 Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got. 

 The biggest troublemaker you'll ever have to deal with watches you from the 
mirror every morning. 

 Always drink upstream from the herd. 

 Good judgment comes from experience,, which comes from bad judgment. 

 Letting the cat out of the bag is a whole lot easier than putting it back in. 

 If you think that you're a person of some influence, try ordering somebody 
else's dog around. 

 Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly- leave the rest to 
God. 

 Don't pick a fight with an old man. If he is too old to fight, he'll just kill you.  



 

 

Ten Little Piggies 
  
A farmer had 5 female pigs. Times were hard, so he decided to take them to the 
county fair and sell them. At the fair, he met another farmer who owned five 
male pigs. After talking a bit, they decided to mate the pigs and split  everything 
50/50.  
 
The farmers lived 60 miles apart, so they decided to drive 30 miles each and 
find a field in which to let the pigs mate. The first morning, the farmer with the 
female pigs got up at 5 A.M., loaded the pigs into the family station wagon 
(which was the only  vehicle he had) and drove the thirty miles. While the pigs 
were mating, he asked the other farmer, "How will I know if they are pregnant?"  
 
The other farmer replied, "If they're lying in the grass tomorrow morning, they're 
pregnant. If they're lying in the mud, they're not."  
 
The next morning the pigs were rolling in the mud, so he hosed them off, loaded 
tem into the family station wagon again and proceeded to try again. This went 
on each morning for more than a week and both farmers were worn out.  
 
The next morning he was too tired to get out of bed. He called his wife, "Honey, 
please look outside and tell me whether the pigs are in the mud or in the grass."  
 
"Neither," yelled his wife, "they're in the station wagon  and one of them is  
honking the horn."  

The Last Laugh 
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Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

Important News for Car Enthusiasts 
Forwarded by Dave Todd 
 

Do you tow a racecar or show car on a trailer? 

The SEMA Action Network (SAN) has created an online resource guide to 
help the motorsports community understand the different state and federal 
laws governing trailers and tow vehicles. The website provides guidance on 
how motorsports enthusiasts can avoid citations for a trailer that is too long, 
a trailer that is not properly registered with the DOT, or for other related  
issues. The webpage divides the resource material into three sections: 1) a 
comparison of state laws, 2) folders containing the laws/regulations for each 
individual state, and 3) an explanation of federal laws triggered by         
commercial activity or vehicle weight. 

If this applies to you, or could potentially apply to you in the future, it might 
be worthwhile to read more on the website (www.semasan.com).  In the top 
bar, under resources, you can find a link to the guide titled 'Motorsports/
Trailers'. It's logically laid out, and has a lot of good information. 

If you have a great deal of passion about this hobby, have a look at the 
website to see what sorts of issues are being discussed. They do the     
majority of the legwork for you, and if you feel strongly about an issue, they 
even outline the steps you need to take to move forward. There is no cost to 
join, and SAN feels that there is power in knowledge. If nothing else, you'll 
get some food for thought, and some interesting fodder for discussion with 
your fellow cruisers. 

Happy New Year! As we settle in for the winter, have you thought about 
maybe getting a nice, comfy sweatshirt, or a warm jacket? Why not consider 
some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or 
Marlyn to order something cozy to get you through these winter months, or 
bring in your own items to get the club logo put on them. You can have it 
embroidered, or silkscreened. It's a great way to show your Pontiac love, 
advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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Feb 13 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. 
Cook's Night Off—no potluck, 
dinner provided by the club 

Golling GMC 
RSVP Susan Swan @ 
810-635-0538 or  
smorford@yahoo.com 

Mar 12 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Jun 11 Spring Dust-Off Davisburg, MI 
More details TBA 

Jun 16 First Golling Car Show 
4:00p.m.—7:30p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Jul 28 Golling Car Show 
4:00 p.m.—7:30p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Aug 6 Lake Orion Car Show 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Lake Orion 
More details TBA 

Sep 17 'The Big Show' at Golling 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming 
months!  

The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in   
addition to our favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere 
we should see, pass your suggestions on to Susan Swan or Nancy 
Shinouskis—they'd love to hear from you. After all, the club is only as 
good as you want to make it! 
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Help Network Update (From an Email sent to the membership  01 January 2016) 
 
The Help Network was created in line with our Widetracker Constitution Purpose:  
 
(1) Help members preserve, enjoy, restore and own Pontiac, Oakland and GMC Vehicles. 
(2) To assist members with problems and parts search. 
 
The Help Network was launched on our widetrackers.org website on 12-15-2015. I have been 
working with our member and webmaster Dave Bloch on this project.  
 
With approximately 125 member email addresses, detailed accuracy and grouping emails 
has been a learning curve for me. I may have missed some of our members in my recent 
emails and my efforts are to include all our members. 
 
Help Requests from our website are quickly forwarded to our members. Member's responses 
are then forwarded to our member needing help. This Help Network information will also 
be posted periodically on our website. 
 
If you did not receive an email request for help on these topics please email me 
your suggestions and/or information at lwswan@charter.net or call 810-516-9217. 
 
Lloyd Swan 
Vice President and Help Network Coordinator 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Rich Dabrowski   Lloyd Swan 

586-242-7440   810-516-9217 

rdabrow648@charter.net  lwswan@charter.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Larry Marsh   Dan Kane 

810-664-3900   248-396-6848 

larrymarsh4@yahoo.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Doug Blakeley   Jeff Bourcier 

810-796-2044   810-688-9110 

dougblakeley5@aol.com  no email 

Director    Memberships 

Bob VanSickle    Clarice Humphrey 

810-338-1943   248-628-4280 

bpvan231@aol.com   clarice915@yahoo.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Activities Committee 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, 

248-891-7809   Armstrong, Humphrey, Long 

teclees1@aol.com   Shinouskis & Swan families 

 

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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