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Cruise season has started! I just saw 82 pictures of the first Lapeer Monday night 
cruise night on Facebook. I recognized many Pontiacs owned by our members. 
The dry weather brings the cars out of storage, and it looks like everyone has 
been busy cleaning and detailing those beautiful rides 

I attended the last Dust-off Committee meeting on May 11th. We are "good to go", 
and Bob VanSickle has done an excellent job organizing the final details for our 
show on June 11. I hope you've collected door prizes from your area businesses 
for the show. If not, it's not too late. For those of you that are uncomfortable     
soliciting donations, I've got another idea. The next time you're in Meijers waiting 
in line to pay for your items, grab a couple gift cards for $5.00 and donate them. 
Painless...and they will be welcomed as prizes for our goody bags. Bring them to 
the membership meeting on June 4th, or contact any of the committee members. 

I hope many of you are planning on attending the Classic Car Night at          
Meadow Brook Theater on June 3rd. Those of you that have attended in past 
years, you know that it is a fun night. This year's performance is Forever 
Plaid...you'll hear some great tunes from the 50's and 60's. Before the show, our 
classic cars will be on display for the patrons to enjoy. I know of at least one other 
club that will be attending, and there may be more. There will be 25 Corvettes, 
owned by 50 members of America's Corvette Club from Clarkston, that will be 
attending. 

You may have noticed that Linda and I were absent from the May membership 
meeting. We're making one last attempt at finding sunshine in Ft. Myers, Florida. 
We were here in January and experienced rainy and cold weather that made the 
weather history books. It rained 14 out of the 17 days... and I'm talking in excess 
of 20" during our stay. I won't even talk about the tornado that touched down 4 
miles away from where we were staying. I'm happy to report that today it was  
sunny and 80 degrees, and the weather looks 
good through next week. One last detail before 
we left for the airport - I registered my car for 
the Dust-off show. 

Take care and we will see you at the June 4th 
meeting. 

Rich Dabrowski      
President 

President's column 2 

Found a new pet in our lake. Linda 
named him Hector! 



 

 

Widetrackers.org and Google 

Widetrackers.org uses six free services offered by Google. 

Google gmail.  The official email address we use for widetrackers.org is               
widetrackers@gmail.com. All email correspondence through the website is handled by 
this gmail account. This website specific email account is necessary to keep separate 
Widetracker business from my (or any webmaster’s) personal email account.  

Google Drive. Google Drive is Google’s Cloud Platform. Google provides 15-GB of 
storage capacity for each gmail account. Presently, all documents, approximately 95% 
of all photos on our website, and a complete back-up for widetrackers.org, are stored 
on our Google Drive. Presently we are using only 3.3-GB of cloud storage space. 

Google Analytics. Google Analytics service collects data on “users” to our website. 
When I signed-up for this service, Google provided a few lines of <script> code which 
must be inserted into each individual page that data is to be collected on. I inserted this 
code into every page of our website. Some of the data collected for each page is:  
number of unique users per day, returning or new users, country, city, language,    
operating system, browser used, gender, and age. Google also provides a flow chart 
showing in what order users progress, page by page, through the website. I am not 
sure how Google collects gender and age statistics. I believe it gets this information 
from the user’s IP (Internet Provider) address. The IP address is assigned when you 
subscribe to an internet provider such as Charter, Comcast, etc. Data that is not    
collected by Google Analytics include: user actual name, physical or email addresses, 
telephone number, or race. For our website, I am mostly interested in two statistics: 
users per day and city. I usually check this data on a daily basis. The other statistics I 
may check on a monthly basis. For the past few months our website has been       
averaging about 10 unique users per day. 

Google Search Console. Google Search Console service provides a very important 
function regarding website presence. As a general practice, Google “crawls” the     
internet continuously evaluating websites for viruses, malware, and bad HTML code 
designs. It does this to keep its own Search Engine reliable for its customers.         
Obviously, Google does not want to provide search results to a customer inquiry that 
sends the customer to a site that is possibly infected with viruses or malware. Google 
provides me with their analysis of our website and any suggestions on how to improve 
it. For example, if I provide a link on our website to another website (Dust-off sponsors) 
and that website becomes infected or simply ceases to exist, Google will notify me. A 
second feature of Search Console is that Google provides a list of all websites that 
reference widetrakers.org. on their website. Presently, we are linked on twelve other 
websites including poci.org, firebirdsclub.net, and genisyscu.org. Of course,          
widetrackers.org has a clean bill of health from Google Search Console. 

Google Maps. In the Events menu, I use Google maps to show the graphic location of 
listed events.  

YouTube. In the Media menu, I use YouTube (owned by Google) for a few videos.  

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to cover in a future edition 

to the club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

 

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
By Dave Bloch, Webmaster 
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(Photo credit: Ryan Larson) 

This chapter shows the end of this flipp'n project, and I'm glad that it's completed. 
It was harder to do than I thought - but the end result (at least to me) is very    
satisfying. 

On Monday March 21st, I started 
up the Grand Prix and drove it a 
few miles away to Rich Leitner's 
workshop in Pontiac called MGM 
Service. I packed up all of my parts 
that I had been stockpiling for the 
job at hand, and with Steve      
Armstrong helping me out by    
following me in my pickup, I set out 
to retrofit the Grand Prix back to its 

original glory and, at the same time, get rid of the aftermarket 15" wheels.  

Getting this job done was necessary as my Pontiac was invited to participate in 
the Eyes On Design car show, which will be held on June 19th (Father's Day) at 
the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House in Grosse Pointe Shores. Of course, the    
invitation was dependent on if I got the 8-lugs put on the car in time. It really was 
an honor to be invited, as the event showcases a vehicle's own special, factory-
original design features, and not how costly the restoration was, or what kind of 
unique fabrication was involved. 

I wanted the project started early, and although Father's Day is some time down 
the road, I needed the time to deal with the parts that inevitably will not fit right, or 
to source missing pieces, or to deal with whatever life may throw at me, or crazy 
Michigan weather, or worse, the dreaded car gremlins. Plus, Rich has his own 
business to operate, and his own life to live, so time really isn't a luxury. 

Quick quiz: What is the total number of lug nuts needed to install the factory   
Pontiac aluminum drums and wheels? (Stay tuned for the answer!) 

Rich started with a basic check of the front suspension, and he was especially 
interested in the ball joints. The car was off the floor, and a pole placed under the 
front tires, and then I heard the words no car guy wants to hear: Three ball joints 
need to be replaced. A trip was made down to the parts store, and I ordered the 
not-so-cost effective ball joints from Rare Parts of California that were made in the 
USA. These took a week to arrive, but they are some of the best on the market. 
Along with the ball joints, I ordered the control arm bushings from Moog to      
complete the job. 

Since the ball joints were going to take a week to arrive, I kept occupied by taking 
the die-cast trim panel off of the trunk lid. The good news is I was lucky and I did 
not break off any of the eight studs that were holding it on. I cleaned it up, taped 
off the chrome areas, and re-painted the panel a semi-flat black. I also removed 
the GP emblem from the panel, and the two from the rear quarters, and painted 
these red, white and black. For about an hour each day, I worked on my project, 
but then I was Rich's helper for the rest of the day until the parts came. 

(Continued on page 5) 

My '63 GP 8-Lug Wheel Project P2 

By Jim Larson 
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8-Lug Wheel Project 

(Continued) 

 The new bushings were on the way, and the disassembly had started. The car 
was jacked up, and Rich removed the front drum brakes with the almost dead 
brake shoes. The ball joints were removed, as well as the control arms. I had the 
task of cleaning up the control arms, and I painted them black before installation. 

Once the new ball joints arrived, we discovered that the left upper ball joint would 
not fit into the #^%$@ control arm! The car gremlins were at work again! It turns 
out that the upper ball joints are different from left to right, and after some        
investigating we discovered that the ones shipped were in the opposite boxes - a 
quick fix! Fortunately, the lower ball joints are the same part number left to right, 
so that was easy. Once we installed all four ball joints, some grease was shot into 
them and we carried on.    

Next, we worked on the brakes. The right side was first, and we saw that the 
shoes had a rectangle opening for the adjuster, and not the round hole that was 
needed (and expected!). Gremlins were at work again! These were quickly      
returned and new ones were ordered (with the round hole), which arrived on the 
Saturday morning. We installed the second set, and they looked good on the car.  

Rich packed grease into all of the American-made Timkin bearings and seals and 
installed them on the front drums and spindles. He spun the washer and retainer 
nut on to install the drum, but it was hard to rotate. We checked the brake       
adjuster, and it was set all the way in, too. So, with the gremlins out and about 
again, we removed the brakes from the front and brought the shoes to Rich's 
son's shop on Sunday. The shoes were arched by removing some of the lining 
surface off the shoes with an arc brake shoe grinder. We installed the shoes for 
the second time, installed the drums, and they spun fine!      

So, we were two weeks into this two hour project, and we still had not installed the 
rear brakes or drums. I could not wait to see these 8 lug wheels on my car so I 
added the front passenger side silver wheel and tire. I spun the right hand chrome 
nuts on and torqued them down to 70 ft lbs. I repeated the process on the left 
side, but I used the correct left handed nuts. I did not use any air impact tools to 
remove or install any of the lug nuts. Just a wrecker bar, a 13/16" socket, and a 
torque wrench. One thing that I could not find were any torque specs for the    
aluminum drums. I asked three different people, and was told 45, 90 or 115 ft lbs! 
As luck would have it, I have a 1963 PMD Chassis Manual and it specifies 70-85 
ft lbs. I went with 70 ft lbs, and for a while, I will have to check the lugs every 100 
miles or so.  

Even with just the wheels and tires on with no 
trim or center cap, the Grand Prix is starting to 
look more like a Pontiac. So after all these 
years of people telling me that I needed to put 
the eight lugs back on they were right -
because they look so good! I put the front tires 
back on the ground and jacked up the rear. I 
removed the old wheels and tires. I pulled the 
old rear steel brake drum and then painted the 
backing plates. Rich tried putting the new 
shoes on, and it seemed like those gremlins 
had not left yet. We did some grinding on the 

(Continued on P.6) 
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Nocturne Blue contrasts nicely 

with those aluminum colored 

wheels! 



 

 

shoes and the frame to make the adjusters work. This was not because of the 
brake adjusters, but there was too much material on the shoes. We turned the 
drums down and they spun more freely. We greased the face of the axle shaft so 
the aluminum would not rust to the axle, and the new wheels and tires were     
installed to finish off the job. 

After 17 days, the 2 hour job was done. Test driving my car was not an option; 
Michigan weather threw a wrench into my plans, and it rained for a few days.   
Finally, on a cold Friday morning, I picked up the car. I warmed it up and enjoyed 

the sound of the Pontiac 
V8. On the way home, the 
car pulled slightly to the 
right which was more  
likely due to the car's 
alignment than anything 
brake related. Once home, 
I checked the temperature 
of the brakes and the right 
was 40 degrees warmer 
than the left. Rich seems 
to think it could be due to 
the brakes breaking in. 

Finally, I took the car to AC Tire in Waterford and got the car aligned. Then, the 
next day, I took it back so the steering wheel could be straightened out. Now the 
car drives and brakes straight. I added the correct valve stem caps, the correct 
spare wheel and tire with the correct hold down plate, and the jack usage trunk 
decals. 

On April 16th, at a local car show, I ran into a couple of my buddies who just said 
that it was about time. I will have to wait and see how it is received at the Eyes On 

Design car show, but one thing for certain 
is that I am really happy with it. 

Thank-you to all of those who helped me 
get this project under way, especially Rich 
Leitner, who was not only a fountain of 
knowledge, but knew what to do when 
things did not go as planned. 

Oh, and to answer the quiz question, the 
answer is not 32 as you would expect, 
but 42. Why? There are 4 wheels with 8 
lugs for 32 chrome nuts, plus there are 10 
open lug nuts used to bolt both rear 

drums to the rear axle shafts! 

Thanks for reading! It was a long haul, but it was worth it. 

8-Lug Wheel Project 

(Continued) 
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An up-close and personal look at the 
new eight lugs. Looking sharp! 

The Pontiac eight lug rims sure change the look of 

the car overall! 



 

 

I find myself feeling guilty from time to time because I am constantly writing about 

Pontiacs. Mind you, I love my Pontiacs. I love reading, researching, and writing 

about them. But every time I pick up my latest issue of Smoke Signals or The 

Tracker, I see the POCI logo staring me in the face with Pontiac, Oakland, and 

GMC on it. Sometimes I feel I should write more articles on the Oakland and GMC 

side of the equation, just to ease my mind. However, since there has not been 

anything new on Oaklands in over 85 years, I may need to spend a lot more time 

with John Calianno or Wade Cleffman first and get schooled about Oaklands   

before I write anything about them. So, that 

leaves GMC. Since it is Memorial Day, I 

think it appropriate to write about one of 

GMC’s famous fighting vehicles. 

This would, of course, be the DUKW 

(colloquially known as the Duck), which was 

a six-wheel-drive amphibious vehicle used 

mainly during World War II. The name 

DUKW comes from the model naming   

terminology used by GMC in the day. ‘The 

code resulted in the combination "DUKW" which quickly and aptly became the 

nickname "Duck" to the men in the factory and in the Armed Forces alike’,        

according to the 1944 Michigan Manufacturer and Financial Record: 

"D", meaning the vehicle was designed in 1942 

"U", "utility" 

"K", all-wheel drive 

"W", dual rear axles 

The DUKW prototype was built around the GMC 

AFKWX, a cab-over-engine (COE) version of the 

GMC CCKW six-wheel-drive military truck with the 

addition of a watertight hull and a propeller. The 

final production design was perfected at the Yellow 

Truck & Coach (a.k.a GMC Division at the          

beginning of the war) in Pontiac, Michigan. All 

production DUKWs were built in Pontiac as well. 

The site would later become known as Truck and 

Bus.  

The DUKW was powered by a 270 cubic inch 

GMC straight-six engine. The DUKW weighed in 

at 6.5 tons empty and could run at 50 miles per 

hour on the road and 5.5 knots (6.3 mph) in the 

water. It was 31 feet long, 8 feet 2.9 inches wide,  

(Continued on page 8) 

Just DUKWY (Ducky) 

By Dennis Carol 
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The GMC AFKWX, the starting 

point for the DUKW. 

DUKWs at the GMC plant in 
Pontiac. 

A DUKW at the Flint Sloan Museum in 
2014 (GM Futureliner #9 is behind it). 



 

 

7 feet 1.4 inches high with the folding-canvas top down and 8.8 feet high with the 

top up. A total of 21,137 DUKWs were manufactured. 

The DUKW was not an armored vehicle; still, it was 

plated with sheet steel that varied between 1/16 

and 1/8 inches thick to minimize weight. A high 

capacity bilge pump system kept it afloat if the hull 

was breached by holes up to 2 inches in diameter. 

A quarter of all DUKWs held a .50-caliber Browning 

heavy machine gun in a ring mount. Designed to 

withstand heavy vibrations, the windshields were 

provided by GM's cross town rival Libbey Glass 

(which was owned by Ford). 

The DUKW was the first vehicle to allow the driver to vary the tire pressure from 

inside the cab. The tires could be fully inflated for hard surfaces, such as roads, 

and slightly deflated for traveling over softer surfaces, especially beach sand. This 

added to its great versatility as an amphibious vehicle. The ability to vary the tire 

pressure is now standard on many military    

vehicles today. 

During WWII, DUKWs were used by the United 

States and its allies, Great Britain, Australia, and 

the Soviet Union (all under the Lend-Lease Act).  

They were used in both the European and    

Pacific theaters. After WWII, several other allied 

countries purchased DUKWs; these include  

Brazil, France, Canada, the Dominican Republic, 

and the Philippines. Great Britain’s Royal      

Marines have around 2000 DUKWs today. The 

DUKWs were formally removed from service in 

2012. According to a recent Jane’s International Defense Review publication, the 

Royal Marines have a refurbishment program in place to extend the DUKW’s    

service life to 2014. 

DUKWs continue to be popular today at certain 

tourist venues across the globe, too. So, you can 

take a ride in DUKW yourself. Boston Duck 

Tours has provided parade vehicles for the   

Boston Celtics, Boston Red Sox, Boston Bruins, 

and New England Patriots in recent years as 

each team has won their respective league 

championships. Seafair Pirates in Seattle use a  

(Continued on page 9) 

The aft section, with both the 
propeller and rear axle visible. 

Just DUKWY 

(Continued) 
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A view of the (optional) .50 caliber 
machine gun—most were unarmed. 

The DUKW controls—including the 
Speir's Device on the dash which 
allowed the driver to modify tire 
pressures as needed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUKW called "Moby Duck", which is modified to look like a Spanish Galleon.   

Sadly, Liverpool's 'Yellow Duckmarine' tours shutdown in 2013 – one of their 

DUKWs was used on D-Day. Viking Splash Tours in Dublin operate 6 DUKWs in 

Dublin City using a Viking theme. London's "London Duck Tours limited" is the only 

company with DUKWs operating in the UK today. The first "duck tour" company 

was started in 1946 by Mel Flath in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin. The company is 

still in operation today under the name of Original Wisconsin Ducks. 

 
 
 
 
 

“Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country 
can never be repaid. They have earned our undying gratitude. America will 
never forget their sacrifices.” – President Harry S. Truman 

Just DUKWY 

(Continued) 
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A Wisconsin Tours DUKW, still being used 
today! 

DUKWs in action during WWII. While not first wave responders, due to lack of armament 
and shielding, whether by land, or by sea, they were effective at moving both troops and 
supplies. 

A cutaway view of the DUKW showing the duplex drive system: a long 
transmission shaft acted as a screw propeller housedin a tunnel at the 
rear of the hull and was steered by removable rudders. It was an       
innovative marriage of road and seafaring components! 



 

 

Widetrackers Culture Club 
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(Thanks to Cindy Jahn for the pictures) 
 

On Saturday, April 23rd, a group of Widetrackers met at the Come 
Back Inn for lunch before visiting the Lingenfelter Car Collection in 
nearby Brighton, MI. The collection was huge, as was the crowd that 
had come for the Spring Open House. There were many Corvettes, 
exotic foreign cars, and quite a few   American muscle cars. Believe it 
or not, there was even a GTO station wagon, shown in the picture    
below. Obviously, it is a one-of-a-kind car, supposedly built for      
someone connected to GM.  

 
 
 
 
 

June will be a busy month, with Classic 
Car Night at Meadow Brook Theater, 
and the annual Spring Dust-Off. The 
Widetrackers have also been invited to 

bring their classic cars to “Coffee with the Veterans” at the Orion      
Veteran's  Memorial on Saturday, June 25th from 9am-6pm. Check our 
website for dates and pictures of past and upcoming Widetracker 
events. 

This cool wagon never saw life 
on a production line. Too bad... 

 ~Eds. 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 

11 

Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 
Classic Peanut Butter Cookies (Courtesy of Jenn Bartley) 
 

 1/2 cup unsalted butter 

 1/2 cup white sugar 

 1/2 cup packed brown sugar 

 1/2 cup creamy peanut butter 

 1/2 teaspoon kosher salt 

 1/2 teaspoon baking powder 

 1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

 1 egg 

 1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour 
 
Directions 
 
Beat butter, sugars, peanut butter, salt, baking powder, and baking soda in a stand mixer until 
smooth. 
 
Scrape down the sides of the bowl and beater with a spatula. Add egg and mix for about 1 
minute. 
 
Slowly mix in flour with the mixer on low. Scrape down the sides of the bowl and beater. Mix 
on medium until combined, about 30 seconds. 
 
Form dough into a ball, cover with plastic and refrigerate for 2-3 hours. 
 
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F. 
 
Portion out cookie dough in equal-sized balls on a baking sheet covered with a silicone baking 
mat. Use damp hands to roll dough into smooth balls. Stamp each ball with a fork in a criss-
cross pattern. 
 
Bake in the preheated oven for 10 minutes until golden. 
 
Leave on the baking sheet for 5 minutes before transferring to a cooling rack. 
 
 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Karen Cline at  

karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net
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28th Annual Spring Dust Off! 

 

The Spring Dust-Off is not just an amazing car show featuring a whole field full 
of beautiful GMCs, Pontiacs and Oaklands, it's also the club's one major      
fundraiser for the year. Trophies are awarded in several different categories, and 
while members aren't eligible to vote, their cars can still be voted on by general 
spectators, so register your car and come work the event to help make it a    
success.  

The vendor area consists of two covered barns with concrete floors, and a huge 
outdoor grassy area. In the past, there have been more than thirty vendors on 
hand, selling new and used parts, tools, models, books, toys, and lots of other 
merchandise. There's also a swap meet where you can look for those elusive 
parts, and there's even a car corral where vehicles of all makes and models are 
up for sale! And what would a Widetracker event be without a concession area 
available for you to get a bit of a snack when you're ready for a bit of a break? 

If you've never been, it's definitely a sight to behold. And, if you've got a bit of 
time to help out, give one of the Dust-Off gents a shout. With as busy as this 
event is, they'll happily take all the hands they can get! 
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28th Annual Spring Dust Off! 

(Registration Form) 



 

 

Eric Byran White was in a roundabout way, really named after his 
dad, Ernest Buddy White. Ernest insisted to his wife Shirley that 
there be no juniors in the family, so Eric was given his father’s   
initials instead (E B W). Eric was born in Lansing, Michigan on  
Halloween Day (October 31), 1955.  

The family soon moved from Holt, just outside of Lansing, to Bad 
Axe, Michigan, where Eric’s love of cars first began to display itself. 
The Whites lived on a busy street in town, and Eric loved to watch 
the cars go by. At the tender age of three, Eric was able to look at a 
car and he could tell you what kind of car it was- by make, model, 
and year.  

Eric’s drawing and illustration skills first became evident when he 
stayed home from school because he was truly sick. Now the White family rule was if you 
stayed home because you were sick, then you had to stay in bed; read something, but you 
could not watch TV. That day Eric was reading a comic book that had a car in it. He told his 
mother he wanted to draw the car. Shirley told Eric to hold the comic book up to the window, 
put a piece of paper over the comic and to trace it. Eric held the comic to the window, put the 
piece of paper next to the comic, and drew the car free hand perfectly instead. That drawing 
stayed on the refrigerator for the longest time according to Shirley. 

After Eric graduated in 1973, he attended Central Michigan University for two years and then 
he transferred to Ferris State University to acquire his Associates Degree in Technical/
Mechanical Illustration. Upon graduation in 1977 from Ferris State University, he worked as 
an illustrator for Auto Dynamics in Detroit, Michigan. After working for two years at Auto   
Dynamic, Eric accepted a Technical Illustrator position with 3M in St. Paul, Minnesota, where 
he remained for 21 years. It would be in Minnesota where Eric’s passion for cars, and      
particularly Pontiac, would ignite. 

While working at 3M, Eric’s passion for cars blossomed. He would 
talk to co-workers and friends about cars. In 1984, Eric and a few 
friends created the Land of Lakes GTO Club and joined the GTO 
Association of America (GTOAA) along with it. Eric was member 
#1. Eric designed many things for the club in its early years, many 
of its club event trophies (which are highly coveted today), the club 
logo and even club jackets.  

Eric was downsized by 3M after 21 years. He decided he was not 
going to work for anyone else in “Corporate America”, and he would 
be his own boss. He moved back to Michigan and started his own 
business, White House Graphics. There, he researched, illustrated, 
and wrote the GTO Association of America Pontiac GTO/GT-37 
Illustrated Identification Guide. According to current GTOAA 
President Tom Oxler, “This guide has become “the authority” on the 
64 – 74 + 04 GTOs and the 70 – 71 GT-37s. We use it to verify 
numbers on engines, carbs, distributors, heads, transmissions and 
differentials. We also use it to verify options available in particular 
years and factory colors of interiors and exteriors.”  

In addition to his GTO/GT-37 guide, Eric began expanding into freelance automotive artwork, 
photographs, and illustrations, through White House Graphics. Eric was a gifted writer as well. 
He was a contributing author to national magazines such as Car Craft, Car and Driver, and 
Hot Rod, just to name a few. He also covered the Detroit International Auto Show in both 
words and photographs with published articles. His illustrations have appeared in many    
issues of Smoke Signals and later, Poncho Perfection Magazine.  

Eric was a very selfless person. Besides being 
humble about his artwork and illustration gifts, 

(Continued on page 15) 

A Quiet Pontiac Legend Passes 

By Dennis Carol 
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This is an abridged version. For more pictures, 
stories, and quotes about Eric, read the full, 
unedited story on the Widetracker's website. 
 ~Eds 

Eric’s definitive work: The 
GTO Association of 
America’s Pontiac GTO/
GT-37 Illustrated      
Identification Guide 
originally appeared in The 
Legend as a series of 
"GTO To Go" articles. 



 

 

Eric would do what he could for his fellow man: in his 
Minnesota days, he helped Paul Kilgore get his  
wounded GTO (and himself) back home safely in the 
wee hours of the night after it broke down, he showed 
up to a local boy scout troop meeting to take the boys 
for a classic car ride to a local cider mill, he took Paul 
Deesen to his many eye appointments, he helped take 
his mother back and forth between Florida and     
Drummond Island (MI).  

Eric spent numerous hours doing what he loved–   
researching automotive history facts and trivia then sharing it with the world. In order to share 
it, three years ago he helped start the Automotive History Preservation Society with a website 
called “Wild About Cars”. This society is dedicated to preserving automotive history through 
digitization of automotive printed material for all makes and models. Eric, of course, was the 
Pontiac Brand Manager. Eric was working on a way to scan and digitize all this printed     
material using modern computer technology, and trying to figure out a way of employing and 
retraining returning military veterans in the process.  

Eric moved through and quietly influenced the Pontiac and automotive history and restoration 
hobby. He helped define, in a significant fashion, the Pontiac world we know today. Even 
though he never worked for Pontiac, he was no less of an influence - and a bit of a legend- in 
my eyes. There was no one that Eric couldn’t or didn’t talk to at any level. His love of God, 
family and cars were clear.  

Eric died suddenly on March19, 2016 
after suffering a stroke the day before. 
There was no warning; it was a total 
shock to all of us.  

We have lost a quiet legend. 

Rest in Peace, my Brother in Pontiac. 

“The passing of Eric White is a         
tremendous loss to the Pontiac Hobby! 
Eric was a constant source of good 
Pontiac information, some of which I 
really didn’t want to know! I will miss him 
greatly! God bless him!”                          
 – Jim Wangers 

Special thanks for help in writing this 
tribute goes to: 

 The White family 

 Tim Dye 

 Don Keefe 

 Jim Mattison 

 Jim Wangers 

 Land of Lakes GTOAA Chapter 

 The GTO Association of America 

 The Michigan Widetrackers 

A Quiet Pontiac Legend Passes 

(Continued) 
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When I received the email that Eric White had passed 
away, I thought that it was someone’s cruel prank! 
Then I received another…and another confirming the 
same news! How could that be? I had just talked to 
Eric not but a week earlier.  
 
Eric was definitely very passionate about his favorite 
subject….Pontiac! We had a number of spirited     
conversations about the wheel colors for the different 
Pontiac paint colors over the years. He learned some 
new information and so did I. 
 
I remember my first meeting with Eric was at the 
GTOAA Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. I believe 
that the year was 1991. He came up to me upon my 
arrival and introduced himself and offered to introduce 
me around to others in the club. He also offered his 
help with the presentation that I had brought to show 
the group. He was always there to offer a helping 
hand to anyone needing help! 
 
Over the years, I had gotten to know Eric and his  
passion for the Pontiac car hobby and more especially 
the GTO. His, of course, being a 1967 GTO           
Convertible. I also learned early on of his tremendous 
talent as an artist. That talent really came to life when 
he drew automobiles…especially the various GTO 
models. 
 
Eric will be sincerely missed by many of us! However, 
more importantly the collector car hobby has lost yet 
another great supporter and asset. I was proud to 
have called him my friend! 
 
Jim Mattison – Pontiac Historical Services (PHS) 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 
the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not  as-

sume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject matter 
herein. 

 
Thank-you to all who contributed to this edition of the Tracker. The help with the articles is 
appreciated, and we enjoy getting to read them before anyone else! Unfortunately, this was 
a bittersweet one, what with the loss of a fellow Widetracker and all-around fantastic person, 
and we were not able to fit everything in to this edition, but we are saving your submissions 
for future publications. Keep an eye peeled. 

The nicer weather is finally upon us, 
and all the cool cars are coming out of 
their winter slumber as guys are starting 
to cruise Woodward and take their  
better halves out for a drive and ice 
cream. One of the things that we like to 
do in the summer is ride our bikes. We 
have been amazed by the number of 
trails that Michigan has to offer its   
people for long distance rides in the 
form of safe and well labelled bike trails. 
A great number of those trails are        
re-claimed railway trails from the Big 
Three auto manufacturers. From what 
we understand, these trails can carry you from Detroit to Marquette (we won't be attempting 
the full distance any time soon).  

The Dust Off is around the corner, and we have put in a request for good weather - 75 F with 
sun - so we should be good to go. Assuming the powers that be got our request on time, and 
approve it. So get out to the garage, get ready for cruising season, and be grateful that the 
metric tools you own are rarely used on your classics. 

One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The Tracker is also available in an electronic 
format. If you'd prefer to receive it that way rather than get a printed hard copy mailed to you, 
just drop us an email, and we'll put you on the list. 
 
As always, keep it between the ditches.  
 
~Mike and Jenn ♥   
jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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New Members—Welcome! 
 
Erik & Kelly Fitzpatrick—White Lake 
Scott & Sue Parker—Waterford 
 
Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at 
(248)628-4280 or email  clarice915@yahoo.com.  
 
Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not 
listed on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 



 

 

For Sale 
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Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? 
Awesome. Is it some obscure resto part that you don't need         
anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker     
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by 
email at jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we 
have voice mail) with the details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), 
and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. Use 
us! 

For Sale:  

1979 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. 
Black. All original.   

Asking $8,000. Car runs great, and 
it is a very nice looking car. Has a 
spoiler, leather interior, working air 
conditioning—a great driver, just 
one too many for the garage. 

 
Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

Just bought two large lit collections containing lit. from the 1960's 
and up. Still have a nice selection of ads from 1946 and up. Do 
have Canadian material. Also have color chip sheets and press kits. 
Owners Manuals from the 70's. Also have other brands, too. 
 
Contact Bill Coombe  
(586) 293-0662 
email  bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

For Sale: 

Four (4) ‘66-67 GTO Hubcaps for $15 apiece.  Three (3) are in fair 
condition, the last is salvageable. If interested, contact Larry Vader 
@ (810) 797-4476 or email jvader@centurytel.net  

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com
mailto:jvader@centurytel.net


 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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THE REDNECK AND THE BIKER 
 
A redneck and a biker wander into a fancy bakery in town. 
 
While waiting, the biker whisks three cookies into his pocket with lightning speed. 
The baker doesn't notice. Smirking, the biker says to the redneck, "You see how 
clever I am? You rednecks could never pull off something like that." 
 
The redneck says to the biker, "Maybe I ain't got no fancy book learnin', but I ain't 
stupid. I'll prove it to ya." He turns to the baker and says, "Gimme a cookie and I'll 
show y'all a magic trick!" Intrigued, the baker passes him a cookie, which the  
redneck promptly eats. 
 
He then says to the baker, "Gimme another cookie for the trick." The baker is 
suspicious, but gives it to him, and he eats that one, too. Then he says again, 
"Y'all need to give me one more cookie afore the grand   finale." The baker is now 
getting annoyed, but gives the redneck the cookie    anyway, and the redneck 
devours it. 
 
Now, bordering on furious, the baker demands, 
"Ok, that's it. Where's this magic trick?" 
 
The redneck grins, and nods his head towards 
the biker. "Check his pocket." 



 

 

THE IRISH ANGLER 
 
The rain was pouring down. And there standing in front of a big puddle outside 
the pub was an old Irishman. He was completely drenched, and was holding a 
stick with a piece of string tied to the end and dangling in the water. 
  
A passer-by stopped and asked, "What are you doing?" 
  
"Fishing," replied the old man. 
  
Feeling sorry for the old man, the gent says, "Come in out of the rain and have 
a drink with me."  
 
The old man accepts, and they head inside. Later, in the warmth of the pub as 
they sip their whiskies, the gentleman cannot resist asking, "So how many have 
you caught today?" 
  
"You're the eighth" says the old man. 

 

The Last Laugh 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
Two old guys are talking  
 
One says to the other, "My 69th birthday was yesterday. The wife gave me an 
SUV".  
 
The other guy says, "Wow, that's amazing!  Imagine, an SUV!  What a great 
gift!"  
 
The first guy nods. "Yup. Socks, Underwear and Viagra!"  



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

Important News for Car Enthusiasts 
 
(Thanks to Rich Dabrowski for submitting the link to the original article, which the following is based on: EPA 
proposal to regulate race car conversions dropped after outcry, by Gary Gastelu, April 18, 2016 for 
FoxNews.com.) 

 
Believe it or not, sometimes the process works. Sort of. 
 
This was the case for the unnamed numbers of racers currently living, working, and 
playing in the United States.  
 
In the last edition of The Tracker, we mentioned that the EPA had put forth an  
amendment to the Clean Air Act, and many in the automotive community jumped on 
it, citing that the wording of the regulations would make it illegal to modify the pollution 
controls on street legal cars to convert them to racecars. The paragraph in question 
read: 
 
“Certified motor vehicles and motor vehicle engines and their emission control     
devices must remain in their certified configuration even if they are used solely for 
competition or if they become non-road vehicles or engines.” 
 
This was included in a rules package primarily aimed at regulating medium- and 
heavy-duty truck emissions, and many felt that enacting such a regulation would spell 
the demise of racing for hobbyists. SEMA presented this legislation to its members 
back in February, and the public outcry was significant - over 168 000 people signed 

(Continued on page 21) 

Cruise season is here! Do you need a new t-shirt, or a light jacket? Why not consider 
some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to 
place your order. Or, you can always bring in your own items to get the club logo put 
on them. You can have it embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to show your 
Pontiac love, advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $7. See him at the meetings, or contact 
him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via email at: 
bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 



 

 

Jun 3 Classic Car Night—Forever Plaid 
8:00 p.m. 

Meadowbrook Theater (Doors open 
@ 7:30p.m., Tickets $20/ea) 

Jun 4 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 
(We will be stuffing goody bags) 

Now—Jun 8 Golling Great Test Drive Event Golling GMC—Take a Test Drive @ 
the dealership! 

Jun 11 Spring Dust-Off 
8:00a.m.—4:00p.m. 

Davisburg, MI 
Pre-reg (to Jun 4): $15, after: $20 

Jun 19 29th Eyes On Design Car Show 
10:00a.m.—4:30p.m. 

Edsel/Eleanor Ford House Grounds 
Grosse Pointe, Shores MI 
Entry: $25 

Jul 4 Hadley 4th of July Parade     
Muster: 11:00 a.m. 
Parade: 12:00 p.m. 

Hadley, MI (meet at ballfield, corner 
of Pratt and Hadley Rds) 

Jul 9 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Aug 6 Lake Orion Car Show 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Lake Orion 
More details TBA 

Sep 24 
 

'The Big Show' at Golling 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! The club is always 
looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an 
idea of somewhere we should see, pass your suggestions on to Nancy Shinouskis or Susan 
Swan—they'd love to hear from you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 

Events calendar 21 

a petition asking the White House to withdraw the proposal. Further to that, another bill was 
even introduced into the house at that time. Named the Recognizing the Protection of           
Motorsports Act of 2016, this bill would contravene the EPA regulation and  expressly permit 
street-to-racecar conversions. To date, this bill hasn't been passed or rejected, but its existence 
demonstrates just how passionate car enthusiasts are about their hobby. 
 
Since submitting the regulation, the EPA has since dropped that section from its proposal, and 
has said its focus is not on vehicles built for racing, but on those that will be used on  public 
roads. While not a glowing endorsement for motorsports, it does provide some hope for those 
who enjoy racing, and are looking to build their own cars to compete. 
 
So, for now, drivers can continue to start their engines. Because really, Kazzer summed it up 
best in his lyrics: Won't stop driving 'til it's over. Still be cruising when the sun goes down. 

POCI Milestones 
 
We are very pleased to announce that two of our members received POCI Membership       
Milestone Pins this year! A round of applause and hearty congratulations to 
Herman Ruple for 20 years and Rich Gabriel for 30 years. 
 
If you're curious as to just how special an achievement this is, Herman is 
one of 159 members to reach this milestone this year, and Rich is one of 
only 97. 
 
Congratulations, Gents!!! 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Rich Dabrowski   Lloyd Swan 

586-242-7440   810-516-9217 

rdabrow648@charter.net  lwswan@charter.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Larry Marsh   Dan Kane 

810-664-3900   248-396-6848 

larrymarsh4@yahoo.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Doug Blakeley   Jeff Bourcier 

810-796-2044   810-688-9110 

dougblakeley5@aol.com  no email 

Director    Memberships 

Bob VanSickle    Clarice Humphrey 

810-338-1943   248-628-4280 

bpvan231@aol.com   clarice915@yahoo.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, Armstrong, Humphrey,   

Long, Shinouskis & Swan families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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