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What a great show! First, let me thank all the members and participants for making our 28th 
Annual Dust-Off Car Show a success. Despite the forecast all week for rain and              
thunderstorms, we had “a chamber of commerce” day…bright sun and no hint of any rain. 
Many show cars made the trip to our show in Davisburg, MI - from Kalamazoo and Mt. 
Pleasant - and they were not disappointed. The goodie bags were weighted down with   
advertizing and product samples from our sponsors and over 50 raffle prizes averaging 
$35.00 to $40.00 each were given away. I want to again thank our show sponsors, Golling 
Buick-GMC, who brought the corporate Buick display, the Detroit Windsor Tunnel Company, 
Genesys Credit Union, Sellers, Aresco, and all the other contributors to the goodie bags and 
raffle prizes.   
  
The Dust-Off Committee, along with key workers, met less than a week later on June 16th at 
The Ox in Oxford, MI. We again showed our flexibility to adapt since a power failure in town 
caused us to move the location of our meeting. That’s not easy to do when you want to meet 
and have lunch for a group of 14 and arrive unannounced. Bob and Phyllis Van Sickle 
worked out the logistics showing why we’re in very capable hands by having them as Show 
Chairpersons. 
 
We had an excellent follow up meeting. This was a well-run show! We heard many positive 
comments about moving the club trailer and DJ to the center of the show field. The purpose 
for the move was to bring the cars and their drivers closer to the club trailer and activities 
associated with it. This included the distribution of raffle prizes, Chinese auction, and 
awards. Thank you to Steve Armstrong and the parking volunteers who made that change 
happen. Everyone had an opportunity to discuss minor problems encountered on show day. 
It is very encouraging to know that we have experienced people working in the areas, and 
problems were addressed quickly. Few knew of any problems at all. Setup and tear down of 
the show field went smoothly. 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer. It’s going by much too fast in my opinion. The 
road construction on M-24 has spoiled our Thursday night show schedule at Golling Buick 
GMC in Lake Orion. Hopefully, a suitable location for a September 24th show can be found. 
 
It is time to prepare for August, during which many 
car related events will be happening. Our corner at 
the Widetrack Loop (corner of Woodward Ave. and 
Huron St.) in Pontiac has been secured. Many events 
are planned for Pontiac this year, and we will forward 
information to you as it is received. Watch the      
website, check your emails, and plan on attending the 
next meeting. 
 
It’s not too early to start thinking about volunteering 
for a position on the Board of Directors. It is important 
to have officers who have an interest in  promoting 
and moving the club forward. New ideas are        
important. We’ve had many new members join the 
club over the last 5 years. We need your involvement! 
Please consider supporting your club by serving as 
an officer, at least for a year. To refresh your memory, 
elections are held at the September membership 
meeting. Members may obtain a self-nominating form from the website, or from the        
Secretary at the August membership meeting. Nomination forms need to be submitted to the 
Secretary, Larry Marsh, by September 1st. 
 
Rich Dabrowski      
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

Widetrackers.org News 
 
If you haven't been to the website lately, there were two new additions 
and one updated feature put on widetrackers.org during the months of 
June and July. 
 
First, there was an Eric White "In Memoriam" article that was written by 
Dennis Carol and graphically presented by Jenn Bartley added to the 
website. You can find it by navigating to the menu "Members" at the top 
of the page, and then clicking "Featured Widtrackers". This is the full 
version of Denis' article. The June/July edition of The Tracker carried an 
abbreviated version of Dennis’ article. 
 
Secondly, three new pages were added to the Dust-Off menu. One page 
was an "FAQ" listing 16 questions and answers about our club’s annual 
car show, The Dust-Off. A second page, "Documents" (which is for   
members only) will contain organizational documents regarding the Dust-
Off. Contact me if you need help logging in. A third page, "Dust-Off     
Photos" was added for this year’s Dust-Off. Dennis Carol and I combined 
took over 600 photos at the Dust-Off. I loaded the photos on our Google 
Drive cloud space and it consumed 5GB, or one third, of our total 15GB 
capacity. At this rate, we would consume all our cloud space in a couple 
of months. So, I have decided to pare down the number of photos to a 
maximum of 150. However, all the photos will be on the website under the 
Dust-Off menu for about another month. Anyone can view, download, or 
copy any of the photos. In September, I will start deleting to pare that 
number down to approximately 150. 
 
The single updated feature was on the website presentation page. I 

changed all three slider photos to new photos of a GTO front grill, an 

Oakland radiator/grill and headlights, and a mid-1950’s GMC hood  

nameplate. 

 

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to cover in a 

future edition to the club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

 

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
By Dave Bloch, Webmaster 
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This spring I decided to powder coat the steel rims on my 1960 Chrysler Saratoga 
-413 Golden Lion, and at the same time install new Coker tires. The rims were 
original and rust was very noticeable. Also, the tires on the rims were the old bias 
ply, starting to show cracks, and leaking air.  

I took all five tires and rims to my local tire shop, Valley Tire, and they removed 
the old tires. Next, I took the rims to Superior Powder Coating in Fenton to have 
them powder coated. 

For anyone not familiar with powder coating, this is an excerpt from Wikipedia: 
Powder coating is a type of coating that is applied as a free-flowing, dry powder. 
The main difference between a conventional liquid paint and a powder coating is 
that the powder coating does not require a solvent to keep the binder and filler 
parts in a liquid suspension form. 

The coating is typically applied electrostatically, and is then cured under heat to 
allow it to flow and form a ‘skin’. The powder may be a thermoplastic or 
a thermoset polymer. It is usually used to create a hard finish that is tougher than 
conventional paint. Because powder coating does not have a liquid carrier, it can 
produce thicker coatings than conventional liquid coatings without running or   
sagging, and powder coating produces minimal appearance differences between 
horizontally coated surfaces and vertically coated surfaces. Most powder coatings 
have a particle size in the range of 30 to 50 μm, a softening temperature around 
80°C (176°F), a melting temperature around 150°C (302°F), and are cured at 
around 200°C (392°F).” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

Powder Coating Steel Wheels 

By Dave Bloch 
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All five rims were sandblasted down to bare metal. 
Already, there is a big improvement in how they look! 

This was how the wheels looked like at the start of this project—lots of old paint, rust, oil, 

dirt and crud don't make for an attractive finish. 



 

 
Powder Coating Steel Wheels 

(Continued) 

 Scott, at Superior Powder Coating, sent my rims to a sandblasting firm to remove 
all the old paint, rust, and oil – this took it right down to bare metal. Then he    
powder coated the rims by electrostatically spraying the powder onto the rims and 
then heating them to cure. Scott told me it took only 10 minutes of heating for the 
powder to cure. All this work was done in two days. 

During this time, I went online and purchased five new Coker P225/75R14 – 2.5 
inch whitewall radial tires and had them shipped directly to Valley Tire in Davison. 
Valley did not have a manufacturing source for the size tire I needed, which was 
why I purchased them from Coker. Coker shipped the tires the next day. I then 
took the rims in, and Valley Tire installed the Coker tires with new stems and then 
balanced them.  

 

The costs were reasonable:  

Powder coating rims - $250 ($50/rim) 

Five new Coker tires - $1,045 ($209/tire) plus $110 shipping 

Extras - $140 to remove old tires, install new tires with valves, and balance them 

Grand Total - $1,545. 

Now I have a better looking, better performing, and safer show car. Of course, this 
also translates into more enjoyment and peace of mind. 
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This is what the finished wheels look like.  

If you're restoring a classic car, don't neglect the 
wheels and tires. As they say, the devil is in the     
details, so to leave this unfinished is like wearing a 
tuxedo with work boots. It works, sure, but not       
necessarily your most flattering look. 

Bet they look fabulous on the car! 

Freshly powder coated. Looking at the before and after pictures is like night and day—these 
wheels now have a finished look to them. Powder coating is a cost-effective way to restore 
the look of tired rims, and the results are pretty long lasting! 



 

 

For those of you who may not know, the Help Network was created in line with our Widetracker 
Constitution Purpose:  

(1) Help members preserve, enjoy, restore and own Pontiac, Oakland and GMC Vehicles. 

(2) To assist members with problems and parts search. 

The Help Network is located on our widetrackers.org website. To access it, select 'Help Network' 
from the menu bar, then choose 'Help Form' from the dropdown menu. To submit a request or 
information, fill out the 'Help Network Form' directly to the right . To view Help Network responses, 
choose 'Help Network' from the menu bar, and choose 'Index' from the dropdown menu.         
Responses are grouped by subject. 

Help Requests from our website are quickly forwarded to our members. Members' responses are 
then given to the member needing help. 

Body - Trim Repair- 1965 GTO 

Request: The rear tail trim on my 65 GTO is broken (two pieces). Is it possible to weld/solder and 
re-chrome?? 
Member: Robert Harmer  
 
Responses: 

(1)  I had real good luck with B&L plating. They save a lot of the irreplaceable parts on my ’74 
Grandville. I’ve included a link to their website. I suggest taking the pieces to them and see what 
they can do. http://www.blplating.com/ 
Member: Steve Darling       

(2) Welding is possible on these parts but requires extreme care. It should be handled by someone 
who is used to working and welding on pot metal parts. Pot metal parts like trim pieces are made 
from a hodge podge of metals and often have a lower melting point than steel or aluminum.         
Re-chroming the part is also possible but again, care in selecting a chromer who is used to working 
with pot metal parts is needed here. Otherwise reproduction or used parts from eBay and Craigslist 
are the next best options.  
Member: Dennis Carol 

(3) Yes, it is possible but is it cost-effective. I don't know anyone locally that I would trust. Try one 
of these vendors: 
The Finishing Touch  800-403-4545  www.thefinishingtouchinc.com   Chicago 
Advanced Plating  615-615-227-6900  www.advancedplating.com    Nashville 
Member: Rich Dabrowski 

(4) One last thing, it may be obvious, but it is worth remembering. If the work to weld, de-chrome, 
and re-chrome this piece exceeds the cost of a brand new quality reproduction piece, then it isn't 
worth doing. So $500 (or less) is probably about the limit you want to spend on repairing this piece. 
Member: Dennis Carol 

(5) That part is pot metal and is not repairable in my opinion unless you have lot of money. I believe 
my brother has one. He is a member and his email is mogto65@comcast.net I sent him a copy 
Member: Ken Orlowski 

(6)  I do have a tail panel for a 65 GTO that I am willing to part with.  I am asking $350.00 for the 
piece. 
Member: Mark Orlowski      586-243-4416 

(7)  I have a 65 also...it is pot metal...will not be able to be welded...if you can solder it, will look real 
bad if it comes out at all...get another panel...they are available on ebay/craigslist (try a search - 
www.tempest.com)...I had the same problem...just got bought another strait one and re-chromed 
it...there are plenty out there for a couple of hundred... 
Member: Doug Rydel 

Thank you for using the Help Network and helping our Widetracker  members! If you have any 
suggestions or ideas, let me know. Our goal is to make this useful for all members. 

Help Network 

By Lloyd Swan, Help Network Coordinator 
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I suspect many of you looked at the title of this article and though perhaps there 
was a letter missing. Nope. That is the correct spelling for special order third-
generation Trans Am GTAs that were commissioned by General Motors to be built 
by Knudsen Automotive from 1985 to 1991. They were built so that Pontiac would 

have a car that was capable of competing with Ferrari. 
They wanted a sports car that could go head to head 
with a Ferrari on a road course, yet would still be    
affordable to the average American. 
 
Production was limited; only an estimated one hundred 
and fifty to three hundred Tojans are believed to have 
been produced between 1985- 1991. These cars were 
assembled in Omaha, Nebraska at the Knudsen plant. 
GM provided Knudsen with GTA frames, Tuned Port 
Injection 305 engines (LB9s) and 4-speed Turbo    
Hydramatic 700R4 transmissions. The car was then 

equipped with power disc brakes on all four wheels, and power steering to make 
handling easier. Knudsen then beefed up the stock suspension so the Tojan would 
handle better than a stock Trans Am GTA ever could. These mods would allow it 
to run with the best Ferrari had to offer. 
 
The exterior of the car was a 100% original design by Knudsen. A little bit weird, a 
little bit radical, the body’s 1980’s styling looks like some unholy love child        
between the Trans Am and the Fiero. But actually, the Tojan’s styling was heavily 
inspired by the Ferrari 305. Its influence is especially noticeable on the rear trunk 
lid and rear tail lights. Further adding to the Italian super car feel, a Lamborghini 
style wing was available as an option. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

The Pontiac Tojan 

By Dennis Carol 
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Is it a Fiero? A Ferrari? A 
Trans Am? Nope, none 
of the above. It's a Tojan. 

To look at it, you might 
not readily know what it 
is, but it does look kind of 
cool... 

You could get the Tojan with the 
optional Lambo-inspired wing. 
(Lambo doors, unfortunately—or 
fortunately, as the case may be– 
were not available). 

The Tojan logo looks like 
some sort of demonic 
horse! 



 

 

The Tojans were given dished Gotti Wheels, which were wrapped in 345/50R15 
rubber for added grip. Knudsen then reworked the interior by adding leather      
Recaro seats, and a wooden dash equipped with digital gauges reminiscent of  
either Knight Rider or Back to the Future. 

 
The Tojan was a built to order car. To purchase one, you simply went to your local 
Pontiac dealership and ordered it, and they called up Knusden, who would then 
ship it to the dealership. The starting price was $21,995, but the price could climb 
as high as $55,000 depending on the bells and whistles one ordered. The top of 
the line add-ons included a B&M supercharger and B&M superjection EFI system, 
as well as a 3.73 Positraction rear end. Other options included aforementioned 
Lambo wing, and an AM/FM cassette player with equalizer (that was a big deal in 
the 80’s – I still have mine in my ’86 Trans Am). 
 
Besides being designed to compete with Ferrari, the Tojan was also considered 
GM’s answer to the Ford Saleen Mustangs. The whole idea behind the Pontiac 
Tojan was that a driver could build his own super car for a fraction of the price of a 
Ferrari or Saleen.  
 
Some people love these cars, others see it as one of those oddest cars to come 
out of the 1980’s. Love it or hate it, either way, you have got to admit that the Tojan 
was one wild looking car. 

The interior was pretty swank for the 80's: cruise control, tilt steering, power everything... add 
in leather seats, a wooden dash panel, and 'modern' digital gauges, and it definitely felt like 
you were driving a car of the future! 

The Pontiac Tojan 

(Continued) 
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Incorrect, Michael. This was not built by Knight Industries Two Thousand, but 
Knudsen Automotive. 

**Flux Capacitor not included (you'll need a DeLorean to time travel) 



 

 

Meet the New Widetracker 'Arrival' 

Proud papa Jeff Bourcier is 
pleased to welcome his newest 
little bundle of joy to his family. 
We hear that everyone's been 
getting along in the garage, 
and making the new arrival feel 
at home—sibling rivalry is best 
settled on the track, after all!. 
But don't be fooled into     
thinking that this kitty cat will 

offer up a quiet purr as it cruises down the road. No, this '63 Pontiac 
Tempest is a total tiger, and you'll definitely hear the roar of the 500 CID 
engine coming up the road, but given that it's pushing over 700 HP, you 
might just see an orange streak blaze by! (Come on, people...it's not 
called The Untamed Tiger for nothing!) 
 
For anyone who was at the Dust Off, you'll have had the opportunity to 
meet Jeff's  baby. It was definitely a stand out on the show field! And, if 
you ask him really nicely, just maybe he'll even let you pet it!   

The Ups and Downs of Parenthood 

(Or, How Pets, Kids and/or Cars Give Us Grey Hair) 
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A Personal Thank You From Jeff 

Once again, fellow members of the Widetrackers came through.  

I bought a race car, a '63 Tempest, Arnie Beswick clone and a 10 second car. The 
car came from California in May. 

The N.M.C.A. had an event in Bowling Green, Kentucky. The class I wanted to 
enter was the Nostalgia Super Stock...and it was just six days away. I had six 
days to get the car ready and modified to compete in this class, and it needed 
complete interior and motor modifications! 

I would like to say thanks so very much to Herman Ruple, who supplied many of 
the interior parts.  

To Gary Beemer, well the words THANK YOU only scratch the surface. Gary 
helped install, repair and make parts. The hours he put in were long and hard. 
Thanks Gary! 

And Gary Beemer again, along with Jerry Lendzion, who helped with the safety 
inspection and motor start up. 

Finally, I must not forget my better half, Lisa, who ran many errands to get parts. 

Thanks to all! 

Jeff 



 

 

Widetrackers Culture Club 

Looking at the EyesOn Design Invitational Car Show 
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On June 19, the EyesOn Design Show was held at the Edsel and Eleanor Ford 
Estate in Grosse Pointe Shores. In its 29th year, this charity car show raises   
money to benefit the Detroit Institute of Ophthamology, and typically hosts one of 
two research congresses, depending on whether it's an odd or even year. 

The theme for this year's show was 'Powered by Design', and the vehicles       
selected were those that showcased how automotive manufacturers used design 
elements to convey power and performance. And, ig we think about what draws us 
to our own cars, there is definitely something to that. While we might not like every 
car out there, we can look at a vehicle, be it muscle car, work truck, or sports car, 
and just instinctively know from looking at them that they will be powerful, tough, 
or fast. 

The lush grounds were a perfect backdrop for this show, and it was a unique and 
rare concours in that the focus of the show is more on design than collectability. 
While thousands attended this event as spectators, participation was by invitation 
only. Design officials hand-selected the three hundred and eighty vehicles to   
participate, so being asked to show a vehicle was quite a prestigious honour. 

The Michigan Widetrackers had not one, not two, but five members invited to  
display their cars. That in itself is very impressive, but our club represented four of 
the twenty-eight Pontiacs in the 'Pontiac Performance Design' class, and Jim   
Larson was one of just thirty-two cars across spanning 1949 to 1950 and all 
brands in the 'Icons of Design' class. 

These are the five cars that were part of the show. Looking at the photographs, I'm 
sure there's something about each of them that you have to admit is pretty slick—
even if that particular model isn't your number one cup of tea! 

Impressive! 

 
 
 

Top Row: (L) Dennis & Mary Koss: '62 Pontiac 
Royal Bobcat, Belmar red. (R) Joe Tonietto: 
'68 Pontiac GTO, black 

Middle Row: (L) Jim Larson: '63 Pontiac Grand 
Prix, Nocturne blue (R) Marge Sawruk: '71-1/2 
Pontiac GT-37, black with gold striping 

Bottom row: Keith Seymore: '63 Pontiac Grand 
Prix, black 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 
Lemonade Jell-O 
 

 1 can frozen lemonade concentrate 

 3 small packages lemon Jell-O 

 3-1/2 c boiling water 

 1 large tub Cool Whip 
 
Directions 
 
Dissolve Jell-O in boiling water. 
 
Add in frozen lemonade and stir until it melts. 
 
Put the bowl in the fridge and chill until it's partially set. 
 
Mix in the Cool Whip and stir well (using an electric mixer seems to work best) 
 
Chill until set. 
 
Note: You may find when you make this that the dessert MAY separate into layers as it chills 
(one that looks more like your typical Jell-O, and another that looks more like a mousse). If 
that happens, don't worry about it—it's still ok, and will be yummy. This is a great, light, re-
freshing dessert for a hot summer day. 
 
Pineapple Angel Food Cake 
 

 1 box angel food cake mix 

 1 14-16 oz tin crushed pineapple 
 
Pour the cake mix into a bowl. Add in the crushed pineapple, juice and all, and stir only until 
the two are just combined. It will froth and rise up a little bit. 
 
Pour into a greased Bundt pan and bake as per the directions on the box. 
 
When done, cool, and then serve with Cool Whip, sliced strawberries, blueberries, ice cream, 
or whatever you want for a light dessert. 
 
 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  ) 



 

 
 

Cars, cruisin' & Red, white & blue! 
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On June 11, the Widetrackers held their 
28th Annual Dust-Off at Springfield 
Oaks County Park in Davisburg. The 
day was perfect, the field was full, and a 
great time was had by all! There was 
music, there was food, and most of all, 
there was a lot of gorgeous eye candy 
to look at. And some of the cars weren't 
too bad, either! ~_^ 

July 4th was the annual Hadley parade. 
For such a small town, they sure know 
how to pack the streets with spectators! 
The weather was pleasant; not too hot 
for cruising around in a car with no A/C, 
and we think we've discovered the  
magic number that translates to 'lots' in 
terms of the amount of candy needed. 
For us, at least, it was 60lbs. And no, 
I'm not even kidding about that! 

Check out the sampling of photos from 
both events. While they may give you 
an idea of the grand scale of it all, 
there's really nothing that compares to 
actually being there. (hint, hint.) 

Thank you to Dave Bloch and Dennis 
Carol for some of the pictures. 

 

 



 

 
 

Cars, cruisin' & Red, white & blue! 
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On July 9th, at the monthly membership meeting, the Board of Directors paid homage to 
eighty-six year old Paul Deesen, a past member of the Michigan Widetrackers, a long time 
supporter of the club with quite the impressive resumé. 

Over a career that spanned from 1954 to 1996, Paul worked as a designer for General Motors 
and his extensive list of design credits cover everything from the Pontiac Strato Star show car 
to the Chevy Blazer. Paul was promoted to Assistant Chief Designer in 1962 and transferred 
into Pontiac Studio under Jack Humbert for the ’64–’67 programs, including the new GTO 
option for LeMans, the B-body Catalina, the Grand Prix, the A-body LeMans, and the X-400 
show car. 

For his contributions to Pontiac and for the support he's given to the members of the Michigan 
Widetrackers in year's past, President Rich Dabrowski presented him with a Certificate of 
Recognition to thank Paul for everything that he has done. 

If anyone is interested in seeing some of his designs, many can be 
viewed on Dean's Garage at www.deansgarage.com  

Widetracker Victory Lap 

Tracker Members Going the Extra Mile 
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Left: A replica of the certificate, Centre: President Rich Dabrowski (R) with Paul Deesen, Right: Paul 
Deesen speaks to the gathered members. 

From Around the Cruise Circuit 

On Saturday, August 6, our sponsors, 
Golling Buick GMC, in conjunction with 
the Lake Orion Police Association Kops 
and Kids Program, will be hosting their 
first car show of the season in downtown 
Lake Orion. 

Vehicle registration runs from 8:00 to 
11:00, and the event kicks off with an all-
you-can-eat pancake and sausage   
breakfast, which will be cooked up at 
Lockharts BBQ from 8:00 to 10:30. 

The show is open to everyone, and    
parking will be on Flint St. and Broadway, 
though event organizers recommend 
entering the show off M-24 (Lapeer Rd) at 
Flint St. 

Tell your friends and family, and hope to 
see you there! 



 

 

This is Dylan James Lamar Larson. This little 
guy celebrated his first birthday on April 8—a 
milestone event, but Dylan's day was  doubly 
awesome. According to a very proud Papa Jim 
Larson, Dylan took his first steps that day! But, 
despite the freedom that comes with his      
newfound mobility, it seems that Dylan would 
sooner ride in his own 'Pontiac' over anything 
else. Let's just hope that this isn't the only new 
Pontiac this little guy will ever see. 

Meet Gavin and Dominic, Bruce and Deb Bunker's two great-
nephews. They look like they're having a blast riding in the 
rumble seat of Bruce's 1928 Pontiac during the Hadley 4th of 
July parade. It was all smiles for these future Widetrackers as 
they cruised around in comfort. Then again, there's just    
something awesome about riding out in the open air like that to 
bring a grin to anyone's face. 

Finally, this is two year old Max and five year old Owen 
Woodruff, Dennis and Nancy Carol's two nephews. The boys 
were hamming it up in their grandpa's Pontiac Solstice, but 
these two got a double treat, getting to cruise the Hadley 
Parade in Unky Denny's Pontiac LeMans. 

Seeing these kids enjoying the car culture, it gives some 
hope for the future that there are going to be others with 
passion in their hearts and fire in their blood to step up and 
carry on the cruising tradition. 

The New Pontiac Generation? 

(The brand may be gone, but the love lives on!) 
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Note the Pontiac arrow on the front 'grille' - did you do that, Papa Jim? 

Post Dust-Off Comment: 

"I like the way you had the chapter 
home base tent out in the middle of 
things this year. And finally, nice 
weather, no mittens, heavy jackets or 
raingear! Nice job all who volunteered' 
 ~Marge Sawruk 

28th Annual Spring Dust-Off Cliff's Notes 

The 28th Annual Spring Dust-Off was held on June 11.  
There were so many great cars, it was hard to choose just 
one for Best in Show (and I'm glad that as a Widetracker 
member, I wasn't eligible to vote and have to make that 
decision!) But, in the end, it was a Widetracker who took 
home the trophy. Congratulations to Wade Cleffman with 
his 1912 Oakland Model 40 Touring Car.  It really is a nice, 
comfy car to ride in (and roomier than I'd expected), as I 
was lucky enough to go for a spin!  

For those of you who weren't able to attend, you missed a 
great show. Check out pp.12 and 13 for some pictures, 
and plan to go next year! You won't be disappointed. 

 

 
Wade's car is pretty fabulous, so it's not hard 
to see why it came away with the Best in 
Show award. 

Still...we think Carol, dressed in her period 
costume, was the real award winner! ♥♥ 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

This is the second time that we have participated in the Dust-Off and we really enjoyed it. The 
tech tips and the friendly people are always a welcome bonus to a day of cruising and it's given 
us some ideas to ponder. The highlight of the day for us was petting Indy, a cute little pup 
owned by one of the Fiero drivers in attendance (you can see her picture on the centre spread). 

Hadley was fun, too, and we actually made it to the end of the parade before we ran out of  
candy. Yes, it counts that the 'leftovers' were the few lollys and Tootsie Rolls that fell under the 
seats during our enthusiastic chucking of it all out the window. 
Again, the highlight of the day was petting Gizmo (who also 
has a picture on the centre spread). Congratulations to his 
daddy, Mike Krakker, for winning a trophy from the parade 
committee for Best Overall. Woo hoo!! 

July is here and we have been getting out and enjoying the 
good weather. Over the last couple of years, we have become 
avid bikers. Not the really cool bikers who ride on Harleys and 
wear leather, but the kind that pedal and are drawn to       
Spandex. One thing that we've noticed is that people don't pay 
attention to bikers on the roads. In this case, we're talking 
about us pedal types, but motorcyclists get a pretty rough shake out there, too. Please keep an 
eye out for people on two wheels, and just remember that our bikes - no matter how big or small 
- will scratch the heck outta your hot rod if you run us down. 

Please stay safe out there and we look forward to spending Woodward with all of you. Don't 
forget that there will be a drag racing event on Friday night in Pontiac. Drag slots are sold out, 
but tickets to watch are free. All you have to do is register online for them. If anyone needs help 
to do this, drop us an email and we'll step-by-step you through the process. We'll even have a 
few printed copies at the picnic. 

One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The Tracker is also available in an electronic   
format. If you'd prefer to receive it that way rather than get a printed hard copy mailed to you, 
just drop us an email, and we'll put you on the list. 

As always, keep it between the ditches.  

~Mike and Jenn ♥   
jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Michael Fitzgerald—Waterford 
Chuck & Karen Greiwe—Lake Orion 
Robert & Susan Harmer—Lapeer 
Steve Jones & Cheryl Turner—W Bloomfield 
Blake Kent—Otisville 
Larry & Pam King—Lake Orion 
Mark & Dione Szydlowski—Oakland Twp 
Glenn & Dawn Whitehead—Novi 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at (248)628-4280 or email  
clarice915@yahoo.com.  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed on the      
Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 



 

 

For Sale 
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Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? 
Awesome. Is it some obscure resto part that you don't need         
anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker     
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by 
email at jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we 
have voice mail) with the details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), 
and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. Use 
us! 

For Sale:  

1979 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. 
Black. All original.   

Asking $8,000. Car runs great, and 
it is a very nice looking car. Has a 
spoiler, leather interior, working air 
conditioning—a great driver, just 
one too many for the garage. 

 
Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

Just bought two large lit collections containing lit. from the 1960's 
and up. Still have a nice selection of ads from 1946 and up. Do 
have Canadian material. Also have color chip sheets and press kits. 
Owners Manuals from the 70's. Also have other brands, too. 
 
Contact Bill Coombe  
(586) 293-0662 
email  bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

For Sale: 

Four (4) ‘66-67 GTO Hubcaps for $15 apiece.  Three (3) are in fair 
condition, the last is salvageable. If interested, contact Larry Vader 
@ (810) 797-4476 or email jvader@centurytel.net  

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com
mailto:jvader@centurytel.net


 

 

 The Last Laugh 

18 

FROM THE MOUTHS OF BABES 

A teacher asked her 3rd grade class, “What do you want out of life?” A little girl in the 
back row raised her hand and said, “All I want out of life is four little animals, just like 
my Mom always says.” The teacher asked, “Really and what four little animals would 
that be?” The little girl said, “A mink on my back, a jaguar in the garage, a tiger in the 
bed and a jackass to pay for it all.”  

THE LOST ART OF COMMUNICATION 
 
A group of women were at a seminar to learn how to have a more loving relationship 
with their husbands. The women were asked, "How many of you love  your            
husband?" All the women raised their hands. 
  
Then they were asked, "When was the last time you told your husband you loved 
him?" Some women answered today, a few yesterday, and some couldn't recall.   
 
The women were then told to take out  their cell phones and text their husband: "I love 
you, sweetheart." 
 
Later, the women were instructed to exchange phones and read aloud the text they 
received in response. Below are ten of the replies. If you have been married for quite a 
while, you understand that these replies are a sign of true love—for who else would 
reply in such a succinct and honest way? 
  
1. Who the hell is this? 
2. Eh, mother of my children, are you sick or what? 
3. Yeah, and I love you too. What's wrong? 
4. What now? Did you wreck the car again? 
5. I don't understand what you mean? 
6. What the hell did you do now? 
7. Don't beat about the bush, just tell me how much you need? 
8. If you don't tell me who this message is actually for, someone will die. 
9. I thought we agreed you wouldn't drink during the day. 
10. Your mother is coming to stay with us, isn't she? 
  
Kinda tugs at the heart, doesn't it? 



 

 

A TRIP TO BASS PRO SHOP 
 
A woman heads to Bass Pro Shop to buy a fishing rod and reel for her          
grandson's birthday.  She doesn't know which one to get so she just grabs one 
and goes over to the counter. A Bass Pro Shop clerk is standing there, wearing 
dark shades. She says, "Excuse me, Sir. Can you tell me anything about this rod 
and reel?" 
  
He says, "Ma'am, I'm completely blind, but if you drop it on the counter, I can tell  
you everything from the sound it makes." She doesn't believe him but does it   
anyway. He says, "That's a six-foot Shakespeare graphite rod with a Zebco 404 
reel and 10lb test line. It's a good all around combination, and it's on sale this week 
for only $20.00." 
  
She says, "That's amazing that you can tell all that just by the sound of it dropping 
on the counter. I'll take it!" As she opens her purse, her credit card falls to the floor. 
  
"Oh, that sounds like a Master Card," he says. 
 
She bends down to pick it up and accidentally breaks wind. At first she is really 
embarrassed, but then realizes there is no way the clerk could tell it was she who 
tooted. Being blind, he wouldn't know that she was the only person around. 
  
The man rings up the sale and says, "That'll be $34.50 please." 
  
The woman is totally confused by this and asks, "Didn't you tell me the rod and 
reel were on sale for $20.00? How did you get $34.50?" 
  
He replies, "Yes, Ma'am. The rod and reel are $20.00, but the duck call is$11.00 
and the bear repellent is $3.50."  

The Last Laugh 
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Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

The Judges Are In Session at the Lapeer 
County Courthouse! 

(Photos submitted by Stan Dogonski) 

On July 11, all those out for the Downtown 
Lapeer Cruise Night were treated to the sight of 
five GTO Judges on display in front of the  
Lapeer County Courthouse (the white building 
in the top right of the first photo). 

Two of these cars belong to Widetracker        
members. The silver '69 in the middle is owned 
by Jeff Bourcier, and the orange '69 just to its 
left belongs to Ken and Barb Vanniman. 

All rise! 

Cruise season is here! Do you need a new t-shirt, or a light jacket? Why not consider 
some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to 
place your order. Or, you can always bring in your own items to get the club logo put 
on them. You can have it embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to show your 
Pontiac love, advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $7. See him at the meetings, or contact 
him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via email at: 
bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 



 

 

Aug 6 Lake Orion Car Show 
(Benefits Kops and Kids Charity) 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Downtown Lake Orion 
Flint St. and Broadway 

Aug 13 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Aug 16 Dedication Ceremony for      
Wayside Sign Exhibits 
10:00 a.m. 

Downtown Pontiac, 
More details TBA 

Aug 20 Woodward Dream Cruise 
8:00a.m.—5:00p.m. 
Lunch: 12:00 

Pontiac, MI, corner of Huron & 
Woodward 
(Come and go as you please!) 

Aug 22—27 Old US 27 Tour Lansing to Clare, MI 
Contact Susan Swan for info 

Sep 10 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 
Election of Officers for 2017 

Sep 24 
 

'The Big Show' at Golling 
(Benefits Kenley Marie 
Dabrowski Scholarship Fund) 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Location TBA 

   

   

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! The club is always 
looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an 
idea of somewhere we should see, pass your suggestions on to Nancy Shinouskis or Susan 
Swan—they'd love to hear from you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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Widetracker job board 
 
EMPLOYMENT VACANCY:  

WIDETRACKER LIQUID REFRESHMENT CO-ORDINATOR 

 

Pay:  Smiles and well wishes from members  

Hours:  In line with club meetings 

Effort:  Little required 

Experience:  Will train 

Available:  Immediately 

 

If interested, send resumé to Doug Blakeley at  dougblakeley5@aol.com 

mailto:dougblakeley5@aol.com


 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Rich Dabrowski   Lloyd Swan 

586-242-7440   810-516-9217 

rdabrow648@charter.net  lwswan@charter.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Larry Marsh   Dan Kane 

810-664-3900   248-396-6848 

larrymarsh4@yahoo.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Doug Blakeley   Jeff Bourcier 

810-796-2044   810-688-9110 

dougblakeley5@aol.com  no email 

Director    Memberships 

Bob VanSickle    Clarice Humphrey 

810-338-1943   248-628-4280 

bpvan231@aol.com   clarice915@yahoo.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, Armstrong, Humphrey,   

Long, Shinouskis & Swan families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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