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From the President: 
 
I just want to thank everyone for all of your support and confidence in 
electing me President. I will do the  best I can to guide the club. Also   
congratulations to the new Executive and Board: 
 
Doug Blakeley, Vice President  
Dan Kane, Treasurer 
Dave Bloch, Secretary 
Jim Larson, Director 
Steve Armstrong, Director 
Wade Cleffman, Director 
 
Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 

So...since there's currently a bit of shuffling going on as the club switches up 
who gets to sit in the Big Chair, your friendly neighbourhood editors have   
commandeered the President's Page this month! What is it they say? When 
the cat's away, the mice will play? 

Anyway, we wanted to take a second to thank the past Executive and Board for 
all their great work during 2016. To Rich, Lloyd, Dan and Larry, we know from 
our own leadership experiences that being in charge is a tough job. We thank 
you for everything you did, both up front and behind the scenes, to keep the 
club running smoothly, and making sure we had a lot of great activities to keep 
us busy. To Bob, Doug and Jeff, the outgoing Board, thank you for everything 
you did, too.   

To the new Executive and Board, congratulations on your new appointments, 
and we're looking forward to working with you in the upcoming year. And yes, 
we're probably going to stalk you until we're able to get photos of you—at the 
very least, of you, Arnold. Don't try to escape; we're Canadian. We're kind of 
like an annoying little brother that you just can't ditch. 

It was a very short time between the election, and this edition going to print, but 
we did manage to harangue Arnold into giving us a few comments at literally 
the last minute. We're not totally unreasonable to expect a long dissertation on 
your first go! We can wait until the next edition; that will be just fine. ~_^ 

     ~Eds. 

Boersma** 

**Photo has been retouched from the original 



 

 

Widetrackers.org News 
 
Since the July-August 2016 Tracker, there have been several additions to the website. First, 
several new car shows and cruises were added under Activities. Second, 600 Dust-Off  
photos were added to the Dust-Off page, but these photos will be reduced in number to 
about 150 by October. Also, button-links to Wade’s Club Picnic photos and Dream Cruise 
photos taken by Cindy Jahn have been added. Third, five classical music instrumental   
recordings were added to the Media-Music page. One of these instrumentals was used by 
Stanley Kubrick in his famous “Dawn of Man” scene in his 1968 film, 2001: A Space       
Odyssey. Does anyone know the name of the composition? Hint: the composer is Strauss. 

Internet News 

Recent news regarding the Internet Domain Name Registry 

Obama has decided to surrender U.S. ownership and control of the Internet Domain Name 
Registry to a Global Board of Directors. If the U.S. Congress allows this to happen, there will 
be dramatic consequences for the entire Internet and they will not be good ones. Since 
1998, the U.S. Government Commerce Department has contracted with a U.S. private firm 
called the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) to maintain a 
domain name registry for the entire world-wide Internet. When someone requests a domain 
name for their new website, ICANN determines if the domain name is already taken or not. If 
not, ICANN assigns ownership for the new domain name to the requester for an annual fee 
of about $10. The U.S. Government’s contract with ICANN expires on September 30, 2016. 
Obama has stated that he will hand over the domain name registry to a Global Board of 
Directors affiliated with the United Nations on October 1, 2016. The Global BOD will have 
the power to make whatever rules and regulations they want and the U.S. will be only one 
vote among dozens of participating countries that include Russia, China, and Iran.       
Therefore, the Global BOD will not be bound by the U.S. Constitution or any U.S. laws. 
Many Internet experts warn that the Global BOD will institute various taxes and fees on 
domain names to support its bureaucracy thus increasing the cost to own a website. The 
greatest fear however, is that they will censor free speech on websites around the world. 
The U.S. Congress has passed two bills attempting to prevent this abdication, and although 
Obama has signed the bills into law, he now claims executive authority to do as he pleases. 
Many in the internet industry are advocating for the U.S. Congress to sue Obama to stop 
him. Stay tuned for updates. 

 Internet news regarding Yahoo, AOL, and Google 

On July 25, 2016, Yahoo Incorporated sold its core internet business and land holdings to 
Verizon Corporation for $4.8 billion. Yahoo stockholders will retain $41 billion in investments 
in Chinese and Japanese internet companies. Incorporated in 1994, Yahoo was one of the 
first internet companies to appear when the internet was still in its infancy. At the peak of the 

internet boom, or bubble, in January 2000, Yahoo had a peak 
stock market valuation of $125 billion. Therefore, in 16 years, 
Yahoo lost approximately $79 billion of stock market valuation 
($125-$46=$79) representing a 63% decline from its peak   
value.  

As bad as this sounds, Yahoo was not the biggest boom-to-bust 
internet company. AOL was. Founded in 1985, AOL was an 
internet player before Yahoo and was one of the very first   
companies on the internet scene when the internet went from 
an exclusively U.S. government military communication system 
to a public one. AOL reached a peak stock market valuation of 
$250 billion in January 2000 when it merged with Time-Warner. 
By 2002 the new company was bleeding red ink and took a  

(Continued on page 6) 
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The steering wheel on my 1978 Cadillac DeVille, that I purchased this spring, was 
faded, cracked, and the decorative tape around the plastic wheel had peeled off. 
The previous owner had put a cheap single piece rubber covering over it (that was 
also cracking), the type that is sold for $10 at many all-purpose retailers. It looked 
worse than the faded and cracked original wheel! I decided that I definitely    
needed a new steering wheel cover.  

During our Widetrackers Dust-Off, I noticed that a 
company making custom leather steering wheel 
covers provided two free leather steering wheel 
covers, or leather driving gloves, as a promotional 
offering to our club.  The Club used these two   
offers in our “Chinese Raffle”. I bought a few tickets 
but did not win. So, I decided to look up the      
company on the internet. The company’s name 
and website is: SteeringWheelscover.com and they 
are located in California. They call their product 
"Wheelskins". They are made from genuine      
cowhide leather, and come in a variety of colors. 
They offer standard covers to fit modern vehicles, 
but also offer custom designed covers to fit any 
steering wheel. 

After studying their website, I learned the procedure for ordering and installing one 
of their special order custom wheelskins.  

1. I had to carefully measure the outside diameter of the steering wheel and the 
circumference of the grip. My steering wheel had a 15-1/2” outside diameter 
and 2-7/8” grip circumference.  

2. There are 15 colors to choose from. I decided on a burgundy color, and as 
one piece (you can order a two-tone cover with two different colors, too).  

3. You must install the leather cover yourself. Included with your leather cover 
are the string, needle, and illustrated written instructions for installation. They 
also provide a video on their website showing the installation procedure.  
Additionally, there are many YouTube videos that more generically show how 
to install leather steering wheel covers. 

When I was looking, the company was offering a special deal for a one color   
custom design cover for $50, plus $10 shipping. So, I filled out their online form 
with my steering wheel dimensions, gave my credit card information, and        
submitted my order on a Thursday. I received my order in the mail the following 
Wednesday. Immediately, I unpackaged the leather cover and put it on my    
steering wheel. The cover did fit the steering wheel diameter, but the grip did not 
cover – there was a very noticeable 1/2” gap. I tried reinstalling the cover in hopes 
that the leather might stretch to cover the gap, but no matter how hard I pulled the 
string, the gap remained. I was doing this on a very hot and sunny day hoping that 
the leather would stretch easily. It did not. Frustrated, I gave up.  

The following day I measured the leather cover. The total width measured 2-7/8”,  
but the dimension from needle hole to needle hole was only 2-3/8”. They had  

(Continued on page 5) 
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The original steering wheel, in 
all its cracked and faded glory. 



 

 
Leather Steering Wheel Covers 

(Continued) 

 either made the cover mistakenly 1/2" too narrow, or purposely made it small  
expecting me to stretch the leather by pulling the strings very tight. I was finding 
this impossible to do, so I went to their website and submitted an email explaining 
the problem. A week went by and they did not respond so I decided to call their 
800 number. The girl who answered was very accommodating. She took my order 
number and found my email. I explained that I needed a cover 2-7/8” needle hole 
to needle hole but the cover I received was only 2-3/8” - or 1/2” - too narrow. She 
apologized and said she would send out a replacement that day. Before we hung 
up, I tried to emphasize to her one more time that I needed a cover that was a full 
1/2" wider than the one they had sent me. 

Four days later, I received the second new cover ... 
and it was exactly the same dimensions as the first 
one. I called the 800 number again, and talked to a      
different girl. After a reasonable conversation about 
the dimensions of the grip, she offered to send me 
another cover with whatever new dimension I 
wanted. This time, I left nothing to chance. I told 
her I needed a grip dimension of 3-3/8” -  2-7/8” + 
1/2". Four days later, the new cover arrived in the 
mail. It fit perfectly. I post mailed the two previous 
covers back to the company. 

 

 

There are many different types of stitching to use. A zig-zag stitch is what the  
instructions show, and are fairly simple to do. A baseball stitch gives a more    
polished look, but I think the cross-stitch looks much better. I chose cross-stitch 
and I am glad I did because it was easier to pull the string-stitch tight and it looks 
like a professional job.  

I have to admit that I have never done any type of sewing before! I did have    
difficulty at first trying to remember the stitch sequence, and a couple of times 
when I pulled the string through the hole it wrapped around the outside of the 
steering wheel grip and I had to undo it and feed it in right. But, after a couple of 
hours, I got the rhythm down: “over-under-through” for stitch A, “over-under-

(Continued on page 6) 
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Third time's the charm—the 
new cover fits perfectly! 

L to R: Zig-zag stitch, baseball stitch, cross-stitch. These are just a few of the variations 
available—you can make whatever look you'd like. 



 

 

through” for stich B, pull tight, then repeat. The video says that a typical installation 
should take one hour. It took me three hours. Next time, I am confident I could do 
the job in half the time.  

I am very pleased with the result. Time will tell how well it wears and whether the 
leather fades. Right now, I like it. As you can see, it was a significant improvement 
over where it started. 

There are other cheaper “leather” steering wheel covers 

on the market. But, they do not offer custom orders, a 

variety of colors, or genuine thick, supple cowhide. My 

thoughts are that since you always have at least one 

hand on the steering wheel while driving, and you are 

only a foot or two away from the steering wheel while 

driving, then spending a little bit more for a quality    

product is worth it – especially on your classic show car.  

You might even say it is mandatory!  

Leather Steering Wheel Covers 

(Continued) 
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The newly wrapped steering 
wheel looks infinitely better, 
and feels good on the 
hands, too! 

Which side on top? Is it 
pulled tight enough? Is it 
even? How much farther? 
When will this end?!?!  

When it's all over, it's rows 
of stitched perfection! 

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks (Cont'd) 

 

$100 billion write-down of assets. Synergies of the combined companies failed to           
materialize; and after struggling for 9 years, in 2009, AOL was spun-off as a stock dividend 
to its stockholders. Six years later in June 2015, Verizon acquired all of AOL for $4.4 billion 
dollars. The Time Warner–AOL merger is recognized by many stock market analysis as the 
worst merger in American corporate history.  

Contrast this with one of the biggest internet successes – Google. Google began as a   

graduate thesis project by two Stanford students to develop an internet search engine. 

Google was privately incorporated in 1998 and in 2004 made a public stock offering. In  

September 2016, Google had a stock market valuation of $525 billion.    

 

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to cover in a future edition to the 

club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

 



 

 

It’s chapter three, the one entitled “The Big Red 
Barn”, from Rex Roy’s book Motor City Dream   
Garages - Amazing Collections from America’s 
Greatest Car City. In it, he describes Chuck and 
Diane Schnieder’s collection of cars, trucks, tractors 
and memorabilia located in Hadley, Michigan, just 
outside of Lapeer. Some of you may remember that 
the Widetrackers' toured this collection about three 
years ago, and Diane was our gracious host and tour 
guide at the time. On Saturday, June 4, 2016,      
virtually everything in the collection was sold through 
Mecum Auctions. This wonderful collection is no 

more. The final chapter has now been written on this beautiful collection. 

Chuck and Diane were successful business people who met at a car show and 
found their love for collecting back in the early 1990s. Chuck's passions eventually 
led him to collect and restore rare and unique tractors for groves, vineyards and 
orchards, which is why most of the tractors have such an art deco look to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Schnieder's residence is better to know as Stonegate Farms. The 5000 
square foot home, outdoor in-ground pool, five-car heated garage, and five heated 
out buildings sit on 40 acres of land. They also own another adjacent 200 acres. 
During the auction, the 40-acre parcel was put up for bid, but it was a no sale at 
only $700,000 for the top bid. 
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All the auction action took 
place under a big tent on the 
grounds. 

Bidding was fast and furious, 
and while a lot of items sold 
under the auctioneer's gavel, 
a 40-acre parcel of land 
didn't meet reserve. 

All the tractors up for auction (like this Case 400 Diesel Pounds Special 

Orchard (L)  and this McCormick-Deering O-6 Orchard (R) ) were built for 

use in groves, vineyards, and orchards – hence the art deco look. 



 

 

The main attraction of the auction was the farm memorabilia and the tractors  
themselves. Over 100 tractors went up for auction. There were bargains to be had, 
and some things were painfully expensive. Thirty-one items sold for as low as $25, 
such as a Speed Limit 45 sign, an IH (International Harvester) mirror, and a Ford 
9N tractor steel dash. A 1933 Chevrolet Canopy Express pick-up truck sold for 
$35,000, and a 1931 Ford AA flatbed pickup sold for $15,000. Some of the     
memorabilia sold high. A neon GMC Truck clock sold for $1100, a Pure Firebird 
gasoline curb sign went for $600, and a working neon double sided Case with Old 
Abe (a bald eagle) sign went for an amazing $13,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The stars of the auction, however, were the two 1938 Minneapolis Moline UTOX 
and UDLX tractors. These were very low production tractors (well below 300 of 
each model were built, and even fewer survive to this day). Both incorporate many     
car-like features. The UTOX is cabless, like most tractors, and sold for $150,000. 
The even rarer UDLX is believed to be the first production cab tractor, and just over 
200 were built. It sold for $200,000. In total, the auction sold over $1,756,000 worth 
of tractors, cars, and memorabilia. 

 

 

 

 

 

One hates to put a price tag on such priceless things, but on June 4, sadly, it    

happened. 

Auctioning Off The Big Red Barn 
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The day's top-seller: a very rare 
1938 Minneapolis Moline UDLX 
tractor. A mere 125 were built, and 
there are only 20 to 30 believed to 
still exist. 

If you happen to have just shy of a 
quarter million dollars laying about, 
you, too, can own one! 

Something for bargain hunters and big spenders alike. 
This 1933 Chevrolet Canopy Wagon sold for $35,000, 
and the GMC clock left the block with a $1100 price 
tag. 



 

 

For those of you who may not have been around the club for too long, I would like to take 
you on a small trip down Memory Lane. 
 
At the peak of the industry, the Pontiac area was home to several large plants: Pontiac   
Fisher Body, Pontiac Motors, and GMC Truck and Coach. With our club meeting just north of 
that area, a good percentage of our membership still lives here. Many members were plant 
workers, or indirectly worked for General Motors in one of the skilled trades, and over the 
years, many of us have been fortunate to meet and hobnob with some of the 'Big Names' in 
the industry. You know the names. The engineers, R&D personnel, and designers who 
worked for General Motors on some pretty amazing projects during the industry's heyday. 
The club itself has recognized the achievements of some of these people: 
 

 Pontiac Motor Division Engineers John Sawruk and Malcolm 'Mac' McKellar 

 General Motors Designer Paul Deesen 

 General Motors 'Advanced Manufacturing' (aka R&D) Van Seymore 

 Pontiac Historical Services President Jim Mattison 
 
I was looking through some old photographs I had from 
September, 2010, and I thought I'd share some of them 
with you. They're a few candid photos from Mac McKellar's 
90th birthday party, which was held at the Inn at Cass Lake 
- not a bar, but a very nice retirement home in Waterford 
that Mac had moved into earlier that month. Mac's real 
birthday was August 27, 1920, but his birthday celebration 
was held off until September 25, the day the Inn held its 
annual car show - and he was the Guest of Honor.  
 
Special white t-shirts printed with a blue GTO and his 
name were made up, more than thirty show cars were 
lined up along the asphalt parking lot, and the Inn fed more 
than fifty car owners and guests a fantastic lunch. To top it 
off, there was a DJ spinning well-loved oldies, and many 
nice door prizes and 'gas pump' trophies were handed out. 
The guest list included Scott Tiemann, Jeff Denison, Keith 
Seymore, Dan Jensen, Fred Simmons and Eric White. It 
was a pretty impressive group of Pontiac talent gathered in 
one area. I still can't believe that I was actually invited to 
attend the celebration, and I was honored to join them! 
 
During the show, Mac walked around outside to 'inspect' 
the classics that had come out for the event. He looked at 
all of them, but of course, he liked the Pontiac Firebirds, 
GTOs, and full sized best. I remember he commented on 
my 1963 Grand Prix, which looked a lot like his own Grand 
Prix, and he enquired about the factory air cleaner. "That 
looks very restrictive," he said of the single snorkel type. It 
seems that even retired, he still carried that engineer's 
knowledge. He was great to everyone; anyone who had 
questions for him, he happily answered them. 
 

I remember, too, him saying to me as he sat down outside at a table under an awning, after 
signing the inside of my friend's 1964 GTO, "They still want my autograph." 
 
"Well, yes, Mac. They sure do," I responded. And before the day was over, I asked him to 

(Continued on page 10) 
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autograph the cover of my March 1968 Hot Rod Magazine, the issue where he's on the 
cover with five of his project engines. He happily did so, and I still have that magazine 
kept in a plastic cover. 

 
I can't believe that six years have passed already, and I 
thought that we, as Pontiac lovers, should remember 
Mac. Sadly, Mac passed away on April 8, 2011, and 
though we can't talk to him and hear all of his stories, I 
feel very fortunate to have met him, even if it was just a 
couple of times. 
 
One last story for you about Mac, this one a little older. 
If I recall correctly, the club was to hold the annual 
Spring Dust-Off on May 17, 2008. I've been involved 
with the planning and organizing of this show's       

operation for a while now, and my name is one of the ones on the show flyer. Earlier in 
the week, my phone rang, and I looked at the caller ID, surprised to see that the Mac 
McKellar was calling me!! The call went something like this: 
 
MM: Is this Jim? 
JL: Yes, sir. 
MM: How can I get to your car show? 
JL: I'll arrange for Eric White to call you, and pick you up. 
MM: That's okay. I like Eric. 
 
So I called Eric and told him about the call I'd just had. In turn, Eric called Jeff Denison, 
another friend of Mac's. Jeff wound up going to Mac's house in Birmingham, and they 
drove together in Mac's own 1963 Pontiac Grand Prix, Nocturne Blue, with a 1964     
interior. This was the same car that once had one of two OHC V-8's, but now it had a 421 
instead. 
 
When they arrived on the show field, I had a golf cart ready for them to use for as long as 
Mac wanted to stay. Mac was in his glory, being chauffeured around the grassy show 
field and looking at about ninety different models of just Pontiacs! He answered several 
questions, and yes, he signed more autographs, too. But, after about an hour and a half, 
with the weather being in the 50s, Mac decided it was time to leave. But what an honor it 
was to have him attend our local car show! 
 
This whole thing has got me thinking about just how many hundreds of different people 
I've met over the past several years, just from going to classic car shows and cruises, and 
from joining the Widetrackers. To me, this is the real 'social media' - actually getting my 
classic car out and talking to new people and seeing their cars.  
 
You never know - some may become your good friends, too. 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 
Peach Cobbler (courtesy of Barb Vanniman) 
 

 In a 9-in baking dish, melt 1/2 c butter until bubbling (works to put the dish in the oven 
while it is preheating) 

 In a mixing bowl, combine 1 c flour, 1 tsp baking powder, 1 c sugar, 1/2 tsp salt and 1 c 
milk. Mix well and pour into melted butter. 

 Pour 1 28-oz can sliced peaches, drained, on top of dough, or use fresh, sliced peaches 
to your taste. 

 Sprinkle top with brown sugar to taste. 

 Bake in preheated 350F oven for 40-50 min. 
 
 
Grape Salad (courtesy of Steve Armstrong) 

 

 8 oz cream cheese, softened 

 8 oz sour cream 

 2 king size Butterfinger bars 

 Brown sugar 

 Fresh grapes, cleaned, de-stemmed and dried 

 

Arrange grapes in a 9x13 Pyrex dish, enough to fill the pan. 

 

In a large bowl, beat the cream cheese and sour cream together with a whisk. 

 

Add the grapes to the cream cheese mixture and use a spatula to carefully fold them into the 

sauce. Transfer the contents back to the Pyrex dish and spread out evenly. 

 

In a small food processor, grind the candy bars with an equal amount of brown sugar. Just 

before serving, sprinkle the topping mixture over top of the grape salad. 

 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 



 

 
 

The best of cruise season! 
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After a one-week rain delay, 76 club 
members met for the annual club picnic 
at Wade and Carol's. I think it's safe to 
say everyone left stuffed (thanks to our 
'Grill Masters' for BBQing up a fabulous 
feast!) and it was a perfect afternoon for 
socializing  And, Wade's beautiful 1912 
Oakland was the star of the Member's 
Car Show. 

The club hit its usual haunt at the corner 
of Woodward and Huron on August 20 
to be a part of the 22nd Woodward 
Dream Cruise. There were lots of  
amazing cars, and Ken Grace, Tom and 
Marti Meyer, and Bob and Phyllis 
VanSickle came away with Best In 
Show awards! The weather was good, 
but as the ominous clouds started   
rolling in around 4p.m., many started to 
pack up - but, not before we'd seen 
Elvis (who gave a brief performance for 
the club), wondered when Batman trad-
ed down for a Honda Civic, and how did 
Mad Max get so far from the Outback—
and in a Toyota Celica no less! 

Thank you to Lloyd Swan and Linda 
Dabrowski for some of the pictures. 
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(Photos courtesy of Stan Dogonski) 

Every Tuesday evening this summer, in Davison, MI, there was the Pizzas and 
Pontiacs cruise held at John's Pizzeria from 5 to 8. Cruisers would gather together 
to socialize, do a bit of 'bench racing', and just enjoy that shared love for all things 
Pontiac! 

John's has been a fixture in the Davison area for many years now, and the staff 
there are definitely pro-hot rod. In addition to the weekly cruise-ins, they've hosted 
various pre-event meets and tune-up parties! 

If you're ever in the area, you should check them out. And maybe have a slice. You 
know, since you're there...and have one for us! 

 

Widetrackers Culture Club 

Cruising the Circuit, Eating Pizza... 
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I'm sure you recognize a familiar face or two among the photos! (And yes, some of the club 

members as well... ) A beautiful night for a cruise-in—really, in the heat of summer, is there 

anything better to do? 



 

 

POCI needs a few good men and women! The world's largest Pontiac 
Club is seeking individuals who are interested in guiding our club to a    
vibrant future. If you are a POCI member and feel you have the talent,   
ideas and drive to move POCI forward, please contact a member of the 
Nominating Committee listed below! 
 

All potential candidates are urged to request and complete applications/
questionnaires and have a current photo and bio, received no later than November 
30, 2016 (the sooner the better).  
 
Some general information:  

 Must be an active POCI Member in good standing for at least one year 

 Officer or Chairperson experience is encouraged, but not required 

 Convention experience is a plus 

 Completed candidate application with bio and photo must be received no later 
than November 30, 2016  

 
Please refer to the POCI Constitution and Bylaws for further details on the POCI 
web site, www.POCI.org. 
 
POCI Board Members are expected to attend POCI Conventions (annual Board 
Meeting) each year they serve on the Board and are partially compensated for their 
travel expenses. Board Members also are expected to be available during the   
convention to assist as needed. POCI Board business is conducted by e-mail 
throughout the year and board members must have e-mail communication skills, 
and the ability to monitor e-mail frequently. POCI Board Members also are required 
to have a thorough understanding of the POCI Constitution and Bylaws along with 
knowledge of Robert’s Rules of Order. Board seats will be open to all incumbent 
and selected new candidates in all POCI geographic regions – Northeast, Central 
East, Southern, Great Lakes, Midwest, Western, and International. All listed regions 
have at least one seat available. Please review the inside back cover of Smoke 
Signals for a list of states within a given region. Board members will be elected to 
three-year terms next spring and take office on June 1, 2017. 
 
POCI Board Elections are conducted in March by a sealed and numbered ballot 
contained in Smoke Signals Magazine and completed ballots are received via mail 
and opened and recorded by an outside independent law firm. Ballots are only 
available to members via Smoke Signals and to e-Members by request to the POCI 
Club Office. Excess ballots are destroyed by the printer. The ballots and record of 
tabulation are available to the general membership for viewing at the annual Board 
Meeting. For more information, questions and application materials please contact, 
any of the following: 

Verne Howard, 2016 Board of Directors Nominating Committee Chair 
E-mail CanAm77Man@aol.com  

Michael Murray, mgm27153@aol.com  

Jack Anderson, jgand789@hotmail.com 

POCI News 

Applicants Wanted for 2017 Board of Directors 
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TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

By the time you read this, we'll be in England on our anniversary trip that's been six years in the 
planning. We'll be there for almost two weeks which means that, unfortunately, we're going to 
miss the October meeting and the colour tour. During the tour, please drive safe and have some 
pizza for us. Because, hey...pizza. But seriously, October is almost here and it's hard to believe 
the summer is almost gone.  

We've decided that November's Tracker will revolve 
around Veteran's Day (Remembrance Day for us      
Canadian folk). There are so many members who 
served, and we want to take a moment to honour that 
service. We've been collecting a list, but we're still    
looking for any members we might have missed. If you 
could email us your name, which branch you served with, 
and what rank you achieved, we would greatly appreciate 
it. 

One final thing as we wind down this cruise season. 
Never let any noise a car makes which seems out of the 
ordinary go uninvestigated. We have a 1979 GMC C20 
that has served us faithfully for about fifteen years now 
(even though Jenn is convinced it hates her). Since March, it has been making a clicking noise 
which seemed to be coming from the bell housing. After two or three investigative attempts, I 
finally discovered that the 37 year old flex plate was cracked: 

 

 

 

 

We were just happy that it did not let go on the highway. But, like with any repair, you just    
cannot repair just one piece because then the twelve year old headers let go, and since it's 
apart anyway, the truck naturally needed a floor shifter... 

One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The Tracker is also available in an electronic   
format. If you'd prefer to receive it that way rather than get a printed hard copy mailed to you, 
just drop us an email, and we'll put you on the list. 

As always, keep it between the ditches (and may all your burnouts be smoky ones—bleach 
optional).  

~Mike and Jenn ♥   
jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Cracked?! That's what we call 'catastrophic 
failure'.  

Note the gigantic hole... 

and the gigantic chunk of metal that used to 
be in the middle... 

Editors' Two Cents 
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For Sale 
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Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. 
Is it some obscure resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No    
matter how big or small, all Widetracker members are allowed to advertise 
free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at 
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) 
with the details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets 
put up for you! We're here to help. Use us! 

For Sale:  

1979 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. 
Black. All original.   

Now asking $7,500. Car runs great, 
and it is a very nice looking car. Has a 
spoiler, leather interior, working air 
conditioning—a great driver, just one 
too many for the garage. 

Comes with all the original paperwork for the car. 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

Just bought two large lit collections containing lit. from the 1960's 
and up. Still have a nice selection of ads from 1946 and up. Do 
have Canadian material. Also have color chip sheets and press kits. 
Owners Manuals from the 70's. Also have other brands, too. 
 
Contact Bill Coombe  
(586) 293-0662 
email  bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

New Members—Welcome! 
Michael & Monica Bethuy—Clinton Twp 
Phillip & Cassandra Goulding—Metamora 
Joseph & Barbara Robideau—Davison 
Mason Sylvester—Fenton 
 
Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at (248)628-4280 or email  
clarice915@yahoo.com.  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed on the Members 
Vehicle List. Thanks! 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com


 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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LOVE NEVER DIES 

A wife was curious when she found an old negative in a drawer, and so she had it 
made into a print. When it came back, she was pleasantly surprised to see that it was 
of her at a much younger, slimmer time, taken many years ago on one of her first 
dates with her husband.  

When she showed him the photo, his face lit up. "Wow, would you look at that!" he 
said with obvious appreciation. "That's my old '49 Ford!" 

CRITICAL THINKING! 
 
Woman: Do you drink beer? 
Man: Yes. 
  
Woman: How many beers a day? 
Man: Usually about 3. 
  
Woman: How much do you pay per beer? 
Man: I'd say $5.00, which includes a tip. 
  
Woman: You've been drinking for how long? 
Man:  About 20 years, I suppose. 
  
Woman: So, if a beer costs $5.00, and you have 
3 beers a day, that puts your spending each 
month at $450.00. In one year, it would be approximately $5400.00; correct? 
Man: Correct. 
  
Woman: If in 1 year you spend $5400.00, not accounting for inflation, the past 20 
years you've spent $108,000.00; correct? 
Man: Correct. 
  
Woman: Did you know that if you didn't drink so much beer, that money could have 
been put in a step-up interest savings account and, after accounting for compound 
interest for the past 20 years, you could have now bought a Ferrari? 
  
Man: Do you drink beer? 
Woman: No. 
  
Man:  Where's your Ferrari? 



 

 

DOCTOR'S ADVICE 
 
A man goes to the Doctor, worried about his wife’s temper.  
 
The doctor asks, “What’s the problem?”  
   
The man says, “Doctor, I don’t know what to do. Every day my wife seems to lose 
her temper for no reason. It scares me.”  
 
The doctor says, “I have a cure for that. When it seems that your wife is getting   
angry, just take a glass of water and start swishing it in your mouth. Just swish and 
swish but don’t swallow it until she either leaves the room or calms down.”  
 
Two weeks later, the man comes back to the doctor looking fresh and reborn. The 
man says, “Doctor, that was a brilliant idea! Every time my wife started losing it, I 
swished with water. I swished and swished, and she calmed right down! How does a 
glass of water do that?”  
   
The doctor says, “The water itself does nothing. It’s keeping your mouth shut that 
does the trick." 

The Last Laugh 
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 Dear Makers of Tide Detergent: 

I am writing to say what an excellent product you have! I've used it all of my life, as 
my mom always told me it was the best. Now that I am in my fifties I think it's even 
better! In fact, about a month ago, I spilled some red wine on my new white blouse. 
My inconsiderate husband started to belittle me about how clumsy I was, and started 
becoming abrasive. One thing led to another and somehow I ended up with his blood  
all over my new white blouse! 

I grabbed my bottle of Tide with Bleach Alternative, and to my great surprise and 
satisfaction, all of the stains came out! In fact, they came out so well that the       
detectives who came by yesterday told me that the DNA tests on my blouse were 
negative, and then my attorney called and said that I was no longer considered a 
suspect in the disappearance of my husband. 

What a relief! Going through menopause is bad enough without being a murder  
suspect, too! I thank you, once again, for having a great product. Well, gotta go; I 
have to write to the Hefty Bag people... 



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

 
Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  
 
If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  
 
POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  
 
See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  
 
Paul Bergstrom 
POCI Club Office Manager  

Just because cruise season is nearly over, you can still look stylish! Why not consider 
some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to 
place your order. Or, you can always bring in your own items to get the club logo put 
on them. You can have it embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to show your 
Pontiac love, advertise the club and bring in new members! 

20 

NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $7. See him at the meetings, or contact 
him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via email at: 
bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Oct 8 Club Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

Oct 16 Fall Color Tour 
 

Location/Time TBA 

Nov 12 Club Meeting, 5:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

Dec 2 Holly Jolly Folly, 6:30 p.m. Golling GMC 

Dec 3 Lake Orion Lighted Parade,   
6:00 p.m. 

Lake Orion 

Dec 10 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. 
Bring Canned Food Donations 

Golling GMC 
 

Jun 10 
2017 

 

Spring Dust-Off 
Details TBA 

Springfield Oaks County Park 
Davisburg, MI 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! The club is always 
looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an 
idea of somewhere we should see, pass your suggestions on to a member of the social commit-
tee—they'd love to hear from you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 

Events calendar 21 

Widetrackers Leave Their Mark On Woodward 

For any of you who may not know, there is a non-profit group called Motor Cities   
National Heritage Area. This group's mission is to give people a better appreciation 
for the tremendous impact the automobile has had on the world, and the way it     
affected the United States, Michigan, and especially this area. 

Through a series of Wayside Exhibits, the group seeks to tell a story, showcasing 
communities that have a special connection with the automotive industry. The City of 
Pontiac is home to 57 of these plaques which document automotive history in the city. 
One of these plaques was purchased by the club, and sits at the corner of Woodward 
and Huron Avenues, our corner for the Dream Cruise! 

After several delays, the plaques were finally unveiled, just before this year's Dream 
Cruise. It's pretty cool; if you're ever out and about for a drive, you should definitely go 
take a peek! 

After many delays, 
the plaque is finally 
in place, and it's a 
pretty awesome  
tribute to the Pontiac 
brand! 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Doug Blakeley 

248-330-0209   810-796-2044 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  dougblakeley5@aol.com 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Dave Bloch   Dan Kane 

810-653-8919   248-396-6848 

davidebloch@hotmail.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Steve Armstrong   Wade Cleffman 

248-666-1335   810-2456032 

roberta550@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Jim Larson    Clarice Humphrey 

248-673-2796   248-628-4280 

larson1026@comcast.net   clarice915@yahoo.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, Armstrong,   

Humphrey, Long & Shinouskis families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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