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Hello everyone! I hope one and all had a very happy holiday     
season.  
 
Well, we got the float built in time, and we won for Best Theme  
Depiction in the Orion Lighted Parade on December 3. This year's 
theme was superheroes. Our interpretation was to use local heroes 
like police officers, firemen, nurses, and members of the military. I 
think those who helped out had a really enjoyable time. I want to 
personally thank everyone who helped out this year. Without  
member participation, things like that cannot get done. And, it was 
nice weather for a change - not too cold and no snow. We were 
lucky. This fall was really mild - or it was until December, and then 
everything jumped straight into mid-January temperatures. Not my 
kind of weather! 
 
The Holly Jolly Folly dinner on December 2 was very nice. It was 
the first time I had gone. There were a lot of Widetrackers that 
went, and a good time was had by all. I am writing prior to our 
Christmas dinner, and I know everyone will be reading this after 
the dinner, but I know we'll have had a great time. We always do. 
 
Now we need to turn our attention to planning for the Dustoff. 
Knowing that our club has such great members, I know there will 
be no problem getting volunteers for this show. It seems like it is a 
long way off, but less than two weeks until spring, and we will be 
driving our cars real soon. You have to think positive. 

 
Until next time, everyone take care and stay 
warm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

Widetrackers.org News 

There have been several changes made to widetrackers.org these past 
two months. 

A new main menu category has been added titled, “Library”. The Library 
will consist of articles which are submitted by Widetracker members and 
have as their main theme – cars. Once a Widetracker author submits his/
her article to Jenn and Mike for publication in The Tracker, they may also 
submit the article to me and I will post it on the website. Presently, Dennis 
Carol has submitted eighteen articles and I have submitted four articles. 
Every author will get their own name button on widetrackers.org and their 
own folder on the club’s cloud space – Google Drive. So, all you       
Widetrackers search through your old articles that you have written and 
send them to me via email, and I will post them on our website. 

I have added two more pages and several more photos to the “History” 
category on the main menu. Now the history of Oakland/Pontiac covers 
the time frame beginning when Oakland first started manufacturing cars 
in Mr. Murphy’s buggy manufacturing plant in 1907/8 until 1933, which 
includes the emergence of the Pontiac brand in 1925. 

A new “Events 2017” page has been added and extensively updated with 
the new year’s events. I would like to bring all Widetrackers’ attention to 
the Sloan Museum Car Show on June 24/25. We hope to get at least 10 
Widetrackers to pre-register for the show. If we do, we can park as a club 
in a preferred area in the Flint Cultural Center which is near Sloan       
Museum and the Whiting Auditorium. See details on the Events 2017 
page and contact me for any further questions you may have. 

I have changed the color theme of widetrackers.org. I have also changed 
the presentation page photo #1. The new photo displays a Catalina     
emblem replacing the GTO grill and headlight.  

The new website username and password is in effect. However, the old 
username and password will also remain in effect until May 1, 2017 when 
membership dues are due. In the future, I will 
change the username and password once a year, 
on May 1, to coincide with the start of the new 
membership year.   

Please send me any questions or topics you 

would like me to cover in a future edition to the 

club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

 

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
By Dave Bloch, Webmaster 
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It was not the way any of us wanted to finish out 2016. It's always difficult 

to lose someone, but we were all shocked and saddened to have three 

Widetrackers pass away very unexpectedly over the holiday season.   

Although brief, we wanted everyone in the club to have a chance to know 

a little bit about these fantastic ladies. Even if you didn't know them     

personally, take a moment now to learn something about them, and    

remember them. 

 

Sally, who was from Clarkston, passed away 

suddenly on December 13. In her fifty-eight 

years of marriage to Cliff - Skip to his friends - 

she had been a mother, a grandmother, and a 

great-grandmother to many wonderful children. 

Though she'd been enjoying retirement, she'd 

also worked at an antique shop in Clarkston, 

keeping active and talking to passers-by. She 

was a warm person, always quick with a smile, 

and was often seen at Skip's side during cruise 

season. They had been long-standing members 

of an Oldsmobile Club, and had recently joined 

the Widetrackers. She had a friendly, welcoming personality and will be 

missed by all who knew her. 

 

 

Karla, from way up north in Manistique, passed 

away very unexpectedly on December 14. A  

Chicago transplant to Michigan, this lady led a 

very fascinating life. At the tender age of nine, 

she was a member of the American Guild of  

Variety Artists. From there, she went on to act as 

an extra in the movie Mickey One, and           

performed in the Children's Opera Guild. Later, 

she not only worked with the USO and sang  

professionally, but in the 1950s, she won an 

adult Jitterbug dance contest, and in the 1960s, she even performed   

acrobatically on ropes and ladders at Adventureland! 

 

After all that excitement, she settled down, married Ron, and in their forty-

nine years of marriage, raised their family - though she still remained a 

(Continued on page 5) 

Three Very Lovely Ladies 

Gone But Not Forgotten 
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Sally Church 

Karla Hartnell 



 

 
Three Very Lovely Ladies 

(Continued) 

 member of the Moose, and continued to win dance contests. With that 

interesting and diverse of a past, we think of all the stories she told, and 

had yet to tell. Ron and Karla have been with the club for a while now, 

though not many of us had the opportunity to meet them given how far 

away they lived. We will miss Karla very much, and those of us who did 

get to meet her, we are fortunate. 

 

 

Carole, from Sterling Heights, passed away from 

health complications on November 26. She and 

Ron were regular fixtures at Widetracker events, 

and anyone who has attended the Dust Off will 

remember Carole from the Registration Office. 

She was always sat front and centre, and      

always had a high-wattage smile for everyone 

who came in to collect their dash plaques and 

goodie bags. A very friendly lady, she would 

chat with anyone who wanted to talk, and never 

had an unkind word about anyone. 

 

Her and Ron had been members of the Widetrackers for many years, and 

there aren't too many who can't say they don't have a fond memory of 

Carole when they think about her and everything she has done. We were 

saddened by her passing, and her absence will definitely be felt at the 

next Dust-Off. 

 

 

The Widetrackers are a club, but we're also a family. And when someone 

in the family loses, we all feel that loss. Our deepest condolences to these 

three families, and know that our thoughts, prayers, and hearts travel with 

you, wherever you may go. 

 

Those of us  who had a chance to meet these women are lucky. Those of 

us who could call them friends are truly blessed. Whatever roads they 

may travel from this point forward, we hope that our paths may cross 

again at some distant point in the future. 
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It was the world's first fuel cell vehicle. 
 
But, let's start our story a bit earlier than that. 
 
Fuel cells have been around since the early 1800s. By 1965, this state of the 
art technology had evolved to the point where it was theoretically feasible to 
use fuel cells to power a vehicle and put it on the road. Fuel cells work on the 
concept of combining hydrogen and oxygen in such a way as to produce  

electricity with a water by-
product. Later, when it became 
apparent that power modules 
were available with a power  
density high enough to make an 
experimental vehicle possible, 
GM started up the fuel cell van 
program. The intent was to    
design a vehicle that could 
match a standard delivery van in 
terms of acceleration,            
performance, and driving range. 
To do this, a GMC Handivan was 

converted into the General Motors Electrovan to demonstrate to the public that 
electric propulsion from hydrogen fuel cells was possible. The 1966 GM   
Electrovan is credited with being the first hydrogen fuel cell vehicle ever built. 
It was considered a technological breakthrough at the time. 

 
GM worked with Union Carbide to develop the 
fuel-cell system, which at the time was the 
largest research and development program of 
its kind this side of the NASA space program. 
It took over 200 engineers to get it from the lab 
and into the vehicle. The Electrovan’s fuel cell 
supplied a continuous output of about 32 kW, 
and a peak output of 160 kW. It consisted of 
32 thin-electrode fuel cell modules connected 
in series (in a series circuit, current must pass 
thru every component in the circuit). The motor 
and control system of the Electrovan were 
mounted between and under the two front 
seats (modern electronics and computers can 
reduce this to about the size of a shoebox  
today). Underneath the floor were the 32 fuel 
cell modules interconnected by 550 feet of 
plastic piping. Part of the installation was    
cryogenic hydrogen and oxygen tanks, and an 
electrolyte reservoir that was mounted behind 
the middle bench seat. About 45 gallons of 
potassium hydroxide were required to fill the 

(Continued on page 7) 

1966 GM Electrovan 

By Dennis Carol 
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Cutaway drawings of the        
Electrovan 

Electrovan on the turntable behind the Design 
Dome at the GM Tech Center – Warren Michigan 



 

 

modules, the piping system and the reservoir. The electrolyte alone weighed 
550 pounds, bringing the van’s total weight to 7,100 pounds. This was more 
than double the weight of a standard GMC Handivan.  
 
Nothing in the Electrovan was safety proven, especially by today’s standards. 
Seat belts were intentionally not installed - this was to allow one to make a 
quick exit from of the vehicle due to the close proximity of a lot of potassium 
hydroxide. Wearing safety googles was a must. A primitive hydrogen cut-off 
switch was located in the glove box. 
 
Craig Marks, a retired GM engineer who worked on the program, said he   
never got to drive the Electrovan, which only traveled just a few "well-chosen 
miles" during its career - done primarily at the GM Tech Center in Warren, 
Michigan. Because of safety concerns, the Electovan was only driven on  
company property; it was never driven on public roads. Following the van's 
public debut in October 1966, Marks remembered being able to take a ride as 
a passenger. "We had a trained test driver, and a technician who worked 
through a whole checklist of procedures," he recalled. While seatbelts weren't 
even an option, protective eyewear was a must. Marks said. "If you spring a 
leak with potassium hydroxide, you've got a problem."  
 
But that wasn't the only issue the Electrovan had. “Getting the thing started 
was about a twenty minute process. If it didn't start right, you'd have to purge 
the whole system and start over. It was hard to get the flows established and 
get it up to operating temperature,” Marks said. 
 
The Electrovan had a top speed of 70 MPH. It could accelerate from 0 to 60 
MPH in 30 seconds, and had a range of approximately 150 miles. Range 

wise, this is longer than the modern Chevy 
Volt is today without the use of the onboard 
gasoline engine. The second generation Volt 
can only go up to 50 miles on its electric 
charge alone. 
 
After the GM Electrovan was built, tested, and 
shown to automotive journalists in 1966, the 
project was essentially scrapped, largely    
because it was extremely cost-prohibitive to 
build and produce. The value of the platinum 
used in the fuel cell alone was enough to "buy 
a whole fleet of vans", and there was         

absolutely no supporting hydrogen infrastructure in place at that time. This is 
still the major problem with fuel cell cars today; no modern infrastructure is in 
place to truly support safely refueling them, either. 
 
The Electrovan still exists today, albeit in a much safer state. It is stored at the 
GM Heritage Center in Sterling Heights, Michigan. 

1966 GM Electrovan 

(Continued) 
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Electrovan at the GM Heritage 
Center in 2011 



 

 

Roll control, or hill hold, was designed so that if you are trailering on a steep hill, 
you won't roll back into the vehicle behind you when you let off the brakes. This is a 
good idea from a safety standpoint, and can also save you a good chunk of change 
as you won't be replacing the bumper on some tailgating Toyota Corolla. Of 
course, purely in the interests of safety, we thought this would be a great thing to 
have. 
 
We ordered a B&M 46075 roll control solenoid. When you get the solenoid, make 
sure you test the electrical connection and see if you can move air through it. You 
do this by blowing in either the inlet or the outlet to see if air will move through it. 
You'll save yourself heartache in the long run. Our first one was defective. We also 
ordered a B&M 80658 shifter handle with a trigger button. Both units were sourced 
on Amazon, and delivery only took a few days. (Shameless plug: Amazon Prime 
with free 2-day shipping? Totally worth it.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The first step was to properly mount the solenoid on the front cross member of the 
test mule (this would be the 1979 GMC C20). Since there was already a factory 
drilled hole, we used that one, which meant one more hole had to be drilled.    
Hardware did not come with the solenoid, so after a trip to Lowe's for stainless 
steel nuts and bolts, we carried on. You can mount this anywhere you'd like on 
your vehicle, but this was the most practical spot on the truck. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

When installing the valve, it is highly recommended that you install it after the   
proportioning valve. Mounting it before the valve could lead to problems where the 
valve doesn't return properly, which in turn causes the rear brakes to become   
ineffective. (Defeats the purpose, doesn't it?) 
 
The next thing we did was to disconnect and discard both of the steel brake lines 
coming from the proportioning valve. This will be a great time to show off your mad 
flaring and tube bending skills (and swear a lot when you get a kink in the line). A 
plug was installed in the right front outlet on the proportioning valve. You can do 
the left if you'd like; it's not necessary, because you only really need one outlet. 

(Continued on page 9) 

B&M Roll Control 

By Mike Bartley 
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Typical GM Proportioning Valve 

(L) B&M 46075 Roll Control   

Solenoid  

(R) B&M 80658 Brushed        

Aluminum T-Handle Shifter Grip 

with Button and SAE Thread  

Inserts 



 

 

Finally, a new steel line was flared and bent to run from the left outlet of the      
proportioning valve to the inlet of the solenoid. 
 
At this point, we sourced out some additional fittings from our local auto parts store 
to meet our application needs. Yours may vary depending on your vehicle's      
configuration. Next, using those mad flaring and bending skills once again, two 
new lines were made to go from the outlet of the solenoid to the left and right 
brakes. At this point, the tee fitting needed for our application was installed on the 
solenoid. During this step, apply some Teflon tape to ensure you don't get any 
leaks in your braking system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Once done, recheck your fittings and fill up your master cylinder. Just remember, it 
takes two to bleed the brakes, so this is a great time to spend some quality time 
with your sweetie. Rather than just spring it on her, I'd recommend you take her 
out for dinner, maybe a movie, and buy her some flowers. Slowly work in the news 
that you are working on the car, and how much you like spending time with her, 
and while your love for both her and the car are individually important, combining 
the two is even better. Like chocolate fudge on an ice cream sundae. Good luck. 
 
So, now that the brake lines are installed everything is working, and the brakes 
have been bled, we move on to everyone's favourite subject: WIRING. The shifter 
handle was installed on the B&M light truck Megashifter arm. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The wiring from the handle was run through the shifter through the base, and then 
through the floor of the truck. The wiring was protected by a grommet prepped with 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Inlet of the valve is at the top of 
the solenoid. 

Shifter handle installed. The wiring is routed 
through the shifter under the base and then 
through the floor. 

Lines were then run from the 
bottom of the solenoid out to 
the right and left brakes 



 

 

B&M Roll Control 

(Continued) 
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a little silicone to better protect it from any damage from frictional movement. 
One of the wire leads was grounded it to the chassis of the truck. The other end 
was connected to the solenoid. The second wire end of the solenoid was wired 
directly to the battery via a 10 amp fuse. 
 
Test your connections, and you should be able to hear a light tapping when the 
switch is pressed. A second test can be done by moving the vehicle to the end 
of your driveway. Press on your brakes and give them about two or three 
pumps, then hold. Depress your button and release the brake pedal, and the 
vehicle should not move. It is recommended that you only use the solenoid for 
less than 60 seconds at a time, and not as a substitute for your parking brake. 
 
So now you can use this for hill holds to ensure trailer safety, which as we said, 
was totally why we installed it. But, it can be used for a more important reason: 
 

BIG SMOKEY BURNOUTS!!!!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Not that we condone this sort of reckless behaviour...even if it is wicked fun!) 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 
Kartoshka (Russian Chocolate 'Potatoes') 
 

 8 oz Nilla wafers, crushed into crumbs 

 1/2 c crushed walnuts, plus more for rolling (or pecans, if you don't like walnuts) 

 1/2 c cocoa powder, plus more for rolling 

 1/4 c powdered sugar, plus more for rolling 

 1 stick butter 

 1 can sweetened condensed milk (Eagle Brand) 
 
With an electric mixer, whip butter until light and fluffy. Add in condensed milk and whip again 
for about two minutes. 
 
Add Nilla wafers, walnuts, cocoa and powdered sugar and fold to combine. 
 
Into three bowls, put cocoa in one, powdered sugar in another, and walnuts in a third. 
 
Roll the dough into little log shapes, about an inch to two inches long. Roll the log in coca and 
sprinkle with a few walnuts to look like 'eyes'. (This is the traditional way, but they can be 
rolled in just nuts, or powdered sugar if you prefer—or mix it up! Whatever you like) 
 
Refrigerate for at least one hour, ideally 24 hours, before serving. 
 
Irish Potatoes (Candy) 

 

 1 c powdered sugar 

 1 c shredded coconut 

 1 1/2 tbsp. cream 

 Cinnamon 
 
In a bowl, combine sugar and coconut. Add the cream and mix with hands to combine into a 
sticky dough. 
 
With wet fingers, roll into 1 tsp balls. 
 
Place balls in a small bag, add cinnamon, and shake to lightly coat so they look like dirt-
covered potatoes. 
 
 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 



 

 
 

seasonal shenanigans 
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On the evenings of December 2 
and December 3, many of the 
Widetrackers took part in some 
good holiday cheer! On the Friday, 
it was the annual Holly Jolly Folly 
hosted by Santa Claus (and     
Golling Buick GMC!). The next 
night, hundreds lined the streets to 
catch a glimpse of the jolly old elf 
in the Orion Lighted Parade. The 
weather was fantastic, the mood 
was festive, and at the end of it all, 
the club came away with the 
award for Best Theme Depiction 
for the parade floats. Awesome! 
Celebrations ended on January 15 
with the annual club Holiday     
Dinner held at Louie's in Lapeer. 
Thanks to Sheron Keeley for some 
of the parade shots, and Cindy 
Jahn for the pics of the holiday 
party, including the righteous 
group shot! What a good looking 
bunch!! 

 

 



 

 
 

seasonal shenanigans 
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We all know and love Pontiacs. But how much do you know about the history of the 
name and the logo? 
 
Pontiac, as a General Motors brand, was introduced in 1926 as a companion 
marque to their Oakland Motor Car line, though this wasn't the first time the Pontiac 
name had been used. In 1893, Albert North and Harry Hamilton founded the     
Pontiac Buggy Company, which later changed to the Pontiac Spring and Wagon 
Works in 1906 when they switched from horse drawn carriages to motorcars. This 
lasted until 1908, when the Oakland Motor Company and the Pontiac Spring and 
Wagon Works merged to form the Oakland Motor Car Company. Operations were 
based in Pontiac, Oakland County, Michigan, and when General Motors purchased 
Oakland in 1909, many believed that simple geography was the reason behind the 
name. 
 
So, if not geography, than what? In actuality, the brand was named after the Native 
American Pontiac, Grand Chief of the Ottawa (or Odawa) tribe. Chief Pontiac is 
most famous for leading an unsuccessful uprising against the British at Fort Detroit 
in 1763, and because of that association, Native American imagery was heavily 
used in marketing in the early days. And, like many things, the logo did go through 
several incarnations over its lifetime. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The first one was of a Native American warrior in full headdress - a shout to Chief 
Pontiac. The shield was the same shape as the Oakland emblem, which many felt 
was a fitting tribute as Pontiac absorbed the Oakland brand in the early 1930s. That 
same 'Indian Head' emblem was also used as a hood ornament.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

During the 1930s, the background shield became a silver disc, the whole aura   
becoming more stylish and contemporary. The Native American silhouette became 
more streamlined, and less 'cartoonish' in nature. At the same time, the hood    
ornaments also became sleeker. Some were polished chrome, some were the 
chrome and amber. 
 

(Continued on page 15) 

What's In A Name? 

A Brief History Of Pontiac's Logo 
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The original Pontiac logo and 

hood ornament 

The first Pontiac! This was the logo 

and hood ornament off a 1926 

Pontiac—although technically, it 

was built by Oakland. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

In 1956, in an effort to appeal to youthful customers, the Native American head was 
retired, to be replaced with a more subtle, elegant emblem: the downward-facing 
red arrowhead, known colloquially as the 'Dart'. In 1957, Pontiac hinted at this new 
logo, even going so far as to include stars along the Star Chief's body, it didn't   
officially debut until 1959 on the split grille of the Bonneville's wide track model. 
Small changes were made to the Dart over the years, but it remained Pontiac's 
logo, until it was retired in 2010 - along with the brand. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the years, many have speculated on what the star means on the Dart, or why 
the arrowhead is red, and there's never been any official explanation offered. Some 
believe the stars pay homage to the Star Chief, but many speculate it's a nod to 
some of the many symbols prevalent in Native American culture and art. 
 
Whatever the reason, whether steeped in mystery, or just something that someone 
thought 'looked cool', there's no denying that Pontiac had a long and colourful   
history - much like the man it was named for. 

What's In A Name? 

(Continued) 
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The Pontiac logo and 

hood ornaments become 

more contemporary and 

stylized 

The iconic Pontiac 'Dart' logo, 

which retired in 2010 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

Hello, Widetrackers, and welcome to 2017! 
 
If you've looked out your windows much over the past few weeks, you've probably  
noticed that it's not dark at 5:00p.m. anymore. This is great news! It means the days 
are getting longer, and it won't be long before we're pulling the covers off our cars and 
getting ready for another season of cruising. 
 
We hope that everyone had a good holiday, and was able to maybe eat a little bit too 
much, and make a little bit too merry. Maybe you're beating yourself up for that extra 
slice of pie now as you commit to your New Year's resolution to drop those five 
pounds, but cut yourself a little slack. As Oscar Wilde said, Everything in moderation, 
including moderation. Life's too short to stress about a few cookies! 
 
This was, without a doubt, one of the most difficult editions of The Tracker that we've 
had to do. Over the Christmas season, we were very saddened to hear that we'd lost a 
few members of the Widetracker family. These members will be missed by many,   
especially when you think that we, as a club, really are a family. The highs never seem 
quite as high when everyone's not there to share in it. Our thoughts are with those  
families who suffered the loss, and we wish them nothing but joy in the near future as 
they sort out the bumps in the road ahead. 
 
As you read through these pages, and come across these three fabulous ladies, we 
encourage you to actually take a second to get to know them. Even if you weren't 
close, or didn't know them personally, they were a part of this great family, and will be 
missed. But also remember that while we all inwardly mourn the losses, remembering 
them here is a way to celebrate their lives, too. A way to remind us of the joy they 
brought into the lives of those around them, and of the happiness they brought to their 
families and their friends. While nothing can ever fill the holes they've left in our hearts, 
we encourage you to take a moment to think about them in a way that's meaningful to 
you. Maybe it's taking a cruise to an area you knew they loved, or at a Widetracker 
function, maybe a particular dish will evoke a fond memory. Whatever you do, keep 
them warmly in your thoughts, and hold on to one another just a little tighter. 

 
We promise, we'll be back to our usual antics next time. 
Until then, stay safe, and nothing but the best to all of 
you for the coming year! 
 
One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The 
Tracker is also available in an electronic format. If you'd 
prefer to receive it that way rather than get a printed 
hard copy mailed to you, just drop us an email, and 
we'll put you on the list. 
 

As always, keep it between the ditches (and may all your burnouts be smoky ones—
bleach optional).  
 
~Mike and Jenn ♥   
jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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17 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at                          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the details 
(and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. 
Use us! 

Selling four 8x20 Eagle Alloy wheels with 245/35 ZR20 tires. 
$450. Also, large selection of '60 Pontiac parts. 

Call Jerry Liske  

(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

1979 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. 
Black. All original.   

Now asking $7,500. Car runs great, and it is a 
very nice looking car. Has a spoiler, leather 
interior, working air conditioning—a great driver, 
just one too many for the garage. 

Comes with all the original paperwork for the 
car. 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

Just bought two large lit collections containing lit. from the 1960's and up. Still have 
a nice selection of ads from 1946 and up. Do have Canadian material. Also have 
color chip sheets and press kits. Owners Manuals from the 70's. Also have other 
brands, too. 

Contact Bill Coombe  
(586) 293-0662 
email  bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

I'm selling my '67 GTO. Call if you know of anyone looking.  

John Graham. (248) 877-3669 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com
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THE MISSING WIFE 
 
A man in Texas went to his local Sherriff's Department to report that his wife was 
missing.  
   
Husband: I've lost my wife. She went shopping yesterday and has not come home.  
   
Sergeant: What is her height?  
   
Husband: Gee, I really never noticed. Maybe about five feet tall? 
   
Sergeant: Build?  
   
Husband: Not slim, not really fat.  
   
Sergeant: Color of eyes?  
   
Husband: Never noticed.  
   
Sergeant: Color of hair?  
   
Husband: Changes a couple times a year…maybe red? 
   
Sergeant: What was she wearing?  
   
Husband: Could have been a skirt or shorts. I don't remember exactly.  
   
Sergeant: And what was she driving? 
   
Husband: Brand new Ford F150 with Eco-boost V6 engine, special ordered with   
manual transmission, four-wheel drive, tinted windows, custom matching white cover 
for the bed, special alloy wheels, and off-road Michelin's. Wife put a small scratch on 
the driver's door.  
   
At this point, the husband started tearing up and almost cried.  
   
Sergeant: Don't you worry, Sir. We'll find your truck. 



 

 

A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE 
 
A Lexus mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a LS460 when 
he spotted a well-known cardiologist in his shop. The cardiologist was there     
waiting for the service manager to come and take a look at his car when the     
mechanic shouted across the garage, "Hey Doc, want to take a look at this?"  

 The cardiologist, a bit surprised, walked over to where the mechanic was working.  

 The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, "So Doc, 
look at this engine. I opened its heart, took the valves out, repaired or replaced        
anything damaged, and then put everything back in, and when I finished, it worked 
just like new. So how is it that I make $48,000 a year and you make $1.7M when 
you and I are doing basically the same work?" 

 The cardiologist paused, leaned over, and then whispered to the mechanic, "Try 
doing it with the engine running." 

The Last Laugh 
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SVEN AND OLE 

Sven and Ole worked together in a northern Wisconsin factory, and with hard times 
for all, both were laid off. So, they went down to the Unemployment Office together. 
 
Asked his previous occupation, Ole said, "Panty Stitcher. I sew da elastic onto da 
ladies cotton panties." 
 
The clerk looked up Panty Stitcher. Finding it classified as unskilled labor, she gave 
Ole $300 a week in unemployment compensation. Sven, when asked his occupation 
replied, "Diesel Fitter". 
 
The clerk looked up Diesel Fitter...and it was classified as a skilled job. So, the clerk 
gave Sven $600 a week in unemployment compensation. 
 
When Ole found this out, he was furious! He stormed back into the office to find out 
why his friend and co-worker was collecting double his benefits. 
 
The clerk explained, "Panty Stitchers are unskilled labor and Diesel Fitters are skilled 
labor." 
 
"Vat skill? yelled Ole. "I sew da elastic on da panties. Sven puts dem over his head 
and says, 'Yah, DIESEL FITTER'!" 



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

 
Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  
 
If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  
 
POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  
 
See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  
 
Paul Bergstrom 
POCI Club Office Manager  

Just because cruise season is nearly over, you can still look stylish! Why not consider 
some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to 
place your order. Or, you can always bring in your own items to get the club logo put 
on them. You can have it embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to show your 
Pontiac love, advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $7. See him at the meetings, or contact 
him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via email at: 
bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Feb 10-11 Chrome & Ice Car Show 
Tickets $8 

Dort Federal Credit Union Event 
Center, Flint, MI 

Feb 11 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Feb 22 Widetracker Dinner Pete's Coney II 
4083 S Baldwin Rd, Lake Orion 

Feb 24-26 Autorama 
Tickets $19 

COBO Hall 
Detroit, MI 

Mar 11 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Apr 8 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Jun 10 
 
 

Spring Dust-Off 
Details TBA 

Springfield Oaks County Park 
Davisburg, MI 

Jun 22 Golling Car Show 
4:00-8:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Jun 24-25 Sloan Museum Car Show 
See Dave Bloch for Details 

Sloan Museum 
Flint MI 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! 
The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our 
favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere we should see, pass your 
suggestions on to a member of the social committee—they'd love to hear from 
you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Michael Conway—Linden 
Jeff Hillman—Pontiac 
Dimitrie & Vikki Toth—Oxford 
 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at        
(248)628-4280 or email  clarice915@yahoo.com.  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed 
on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Doug Blakeley 

248-330-0209   810-796-2044 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  dougblakeley5@aol.com 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Dave Bloch   Dan Kane 

810-653-8919   248-396-6848 

davidebloch@hotmail.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Steve Armstrong   Wade Cleffman 

248-666-1335   810-2456032 

roberta550@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Jim Larson    Clarice Humphrey 

248-673-2796   248-628-4280 

larson1026@comcast.net   clarice915@yahoo.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, Armstrong,   

Humphrey, Long & Shinouskis families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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