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Hello one and all! 
 
It is hard to believe that another two months have passed already. I hope 
everyone is enjoying this very mild winter. I know that the winter sports 
enthusiast like the skiers, ice fishermen, snowmobilers, and their ilk are 
not having a great time, but there is always next winter. We will take this 
one. 
 
The Widetrackers have had some get-togethers recently. We went to 
Hadley for a spaghetti dinner, and we also had a dinner at Pete's Coney, 
and a fish dinner at the Knights of Columbus hall in Imlay City. And, I 
have to say, a great time was had by all. There were a lot of Widetrackers 
at all three events, which was great to see. Participation at these types of 
events is what makes a club great. Keep it up! 
 
The Dust-Off committee has started having regular meetings, and it looks 
like everything is moving along. Speaking of the Dust-Off, remember that 
this is our main fund raiser for the year, and is what allows us to fund - or 
help fund - other events throughout the year that we might want to host. 
So, that means the more members that participate, the more events we 
can all enjoy. 
 
I hope that all the members who belong to POCI sent in their election  
ballots by March 31. Please vote - elections matter—plus the club with the 
highest percentage of voters wins $200 for the club. 
 
That is all I can think of to write except to hope Larry Vader is doing well, 
and best wishes to anyone else who is dealing with health issues. So, 
let's try to enjoy the next two months and get those Pontiacs polished and 
ready for the upcoming cruising season! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arnold Boersma 
President 
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Widetrackers.org News 

Over the past two months, there is nothing new for me to report about our 

website, widetrackers.org, since the last Tracker. For this edition of The 

Tracker, I would like to explain what I did when my personal computer 

failed at the end of December 2016. Perhaps some Widetrackers may 

benefit from the process I went through. 

In November 2016, my Dell desktop computer started to malfunction. 

First, the mouse cursor would “freeze-up”. After restarting the computer, it 

would function well until the next day when it would freeze again. I tried 

replacing the mouse, but that did not solve the problem. Secondly,      

beginning in December, the computer would, on occasion, unexpectedly 

turn off by itself. Again, after restarting, the machine would work fine for 

the remainder of the day. My Dell computer was almost five years old, 

and I decided to start planning to replace it. 

The first step was to immediately perform a complete back-up for all my 

files and folders to my old 200 GB Western Digital stand-alone hard drive. 

However, my existing files exceeded the 200 GB capacity. I needed a 

new stand-alone hard drive.  After researching stand-alone hard drives, I 

decided to buy a Western Digital My Passport Ultra having 1-Terabyte 

(1,000 GB) of capacity. I purchased it for $60.  

Next, I went to dell.com to search for another desktop computer. Dell was 

offering an Inspiron desktop computer with mouse and keyboard for $350 

(monitor and speakers not included) with free shipping.  

A new computer requires new office applications software (Word, Excel, 

etc.). Presently I was using Microsoft Office 2010 with no upgrades. The 

latest version, Office 2016, was priced at $150 for one computer with no 

upgrades. However, Microsoft was offering a   

subscription to their Office 365 product. Office 365 

included Word, Excel, Power Point, One-Note, 

(the same as Office 2016) plus Publisher,        

automatic upgrades, and 1-Terabyte of cloud  

storage - all of which could be applied to five  

computers. Office 365 has a subscription rate of 

$99 per year. But, Microsoft was offering a       

Holiday special first year discount for $79 per 

(Continued on page 4) 

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
By Dave Bloch, Webmaster 

3 



 

 

 

 

year. I purchased Office 365 and downloaded it from the Microsoft Store 

onto my old computer. 

I now had 1-Terabyte of Microsoft One Drive cloud storage capacity and 1

-Terabyte of hard drive stand-alone capacity. I uploaded all of my       

computer folders and files to both devices and checked to see that they 

had loaded properly. I now felt secure that whenever my computer totally 

failed, I would have all my folders and files safely stored in two separate 

places – the cloud and on my stand-alone hard drive in my home. 

Two days after Christmas, my old computer started to continuously fail 

just seconds after being turned on. I then purchased the Dell Inspiron 

desktop computer. It was delivered to my home in only two days. I       

removed the old computer and put the new one its place. I reconnected 

the old monitor, speakers, printer, and Wi-Fi router. When I powered up 

the computer and all the devices, everything worked perfectly. I        

downloaded Office 365, as well as a few other software programs        

including Google Chrome and Firefox browsers. After connecting my new 

stand-alone hard drive through the computer USB 3.0 port, I downloaded 

all my folders and files. All this work took me about three hours. 

In summary, a bad computer resulted in me buying a new computer, a 

new stand-alone hard drive, and a new Office software subscription     

including new cloud storage space. It was a very significant improvement 

to my computer system at a very reasonable cost, $489.  

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to cover in a 

future edition to the club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
(Continued) 
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SOS For A Lost Car 

Calling All Trackers!! 

 In early February, we received a call for help from a fellow Pontiac fan and POCI member 
from Illinois. He is currently on a very difficult quest and asked if we could put out a call to 
see if anyone might be able to point him in any sort of direction! Knowing how we'd all    
appreciate it were the situation reversed, we told him we'd run his request in The Tracker. 
Thanks, everyone in advance! 

Hello! 

I am a member of POCI (Blackhawk Chapter) and have a 1975 Trans Am 
that I proudly can say is still with the original owner; I factory ordered the 
car in 1975. I have always been a Pontiac enthusiast and want to help a 
close friend in locating his 1969 GTO 2 door coupe (original color limelight 
with a dark green Cordova top), 4 speed manual, that he ordered in     
November 1968 and later traded off. He is interested in trying to find if the 
vehicle is still in existence, and if so, it’s present owner. 

I have tried various avenues to determine if the lost GTO still exists, but 
would like to know if any of you can provide any assistance in locating the 
car, or have any information on its past history. 

The car VIN is 242379B124386. 

From an online search I learned that the car was titled as follows: 

08/30/2011        MICHIGAN TITLE CURRENT  242379B124386      
06/27/1986        WISCONSIN TITLE                 242379B124386     

Any information that could help me with my search would be very much 
appreciated. I respect the right to privacy, and if the owner wishes to   
remain anonymous then so be it, but recognition of existence still has 
much value. My friend, Dr. Greg Clapper, is the Professor of Religion & 
Philosophy at the University of Indianapolis. 

Kind Regards, 

Steve Satterthwaite 
Coal Valley, IL 61240 
Cell: 309.230.7943  
Email: srsatt@mediacombb.net 
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MORE ON THE FRONT COVER BEAUTY: 

Did you like the 1952 Pontiac sedan delivery? It was built and painted by the 
father and son team of Dennis and Doug Rydel, Widetracker members from the 
great state of Ohio! 

Owned by father, Dennis, this gorgeous car has a 496 c.i. Pontiac engine and 
produces an impressive 550hp/600 ft.lb of torque on the dyno! 

Doug says she runs pretty well for an old gal—though to be honest, it's not the 
reliable snowmobile we hinted at. Maybe that's for the best—sodium is bad for a 
body! LOL 

Thanks for sharing, gents! We absolutely love it and wish it was ours!  



 

 

Of Samson Trucks and Tractors... 

Billy Durant noticed the success that the Ford Motor Company was having in the 
farm equipment and tractor business, and he wanted to beat Henry by having his 
own tractor business, too. So, in 1917, he purchased the Samson Sieve-Grip  
Tractor Company of Stockton, California. The Samson Sieve-Grip Tractor       
Company had started business in 1900 as the Samson Iron Works, and after 
building farm tractors for a number of years, changed their name to the Samson 
Tractor Company in 1916. They changed the name again to the Samson Sieve-
Grip Tractor Company in 1917. GM had also just purchased the Janesville       
Machine Company of Wisconsin (a farm implement producer) for $1million in 
1918, and the Doylestown Agricultural Company of Doylestown, Pennsylvania. 
GM moved and combined all three operations into Janesville in 1919, phasing out 
the Stockton, California and Doylestown, Pennsylvania operations. The combined 
operation became known as the Samson Tractor Company Division of General 
Motors. Plans to build Samson cars and trucks, along with tractors and horse-
drawn implements, were made: Samson would make products to service the entire 
farming community. 

The main reason for buying the Samson Sieve-Grip Tractor Company was to build 
tractors to compete with the Fordson tractor. While still in California, Samson built 
the Sieve-Grip tractor. It was a heavy 3-wheeled tractor with a low center of    
gravity. It had steel Sieve-Grip skeleton wheels that allowed the soil to fall through 
the rims. A total of 140 of these are known to have been built. The tractor carried 
both the Samson name and the GMC trademark for a short time. It was soon   
discontinued in favor of the 4-wheeled Model M when operations were moved to 
Janesville. Records indicate that two of the Sieve-Grip tractors were actually built 
at the GMC truck plant in Pontiac. 

 

The more conventional 4-wheeled Model M tractor was put into production in May 
1919, at the rate of 10 units per day, and advertised for $650. However, GM soon 
determined that they could not make a  profit at this price point. The price was 
then raised to $840, but at this price they were no longer competitive. Henry Ford 
simply applied his mass production technique to the Fordson tractor, allowing for 

(Continued on page 7) 

GM Products You've (Probably) Not Heard 

Of 

By Dennis Carol 
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One of the two Pontiac-built Samson 
Seive-Grip tractors (photo from the GM 
Heritage Collection) 

Sieve-Grip tractor marked as both GMC 
and Samson 



 

 

greater output at a reduced cost. Although the  Model M was a well-built, well-
engineered tractor, Samson simply could not compete with Ford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also In 1919, the Model D “Iron Horse” was also introduced by Samson. It was 
powered by the Chevrolet Series 490 4-cylinder 21 HP 171 cubic inch engine. The 
Iron Horse came about at a time when tractors had almost wholly replaced horse-
drawn plows, but farmers had begun to feel nostalgic for the simpler, less         
mechanical ways of doing things. While the Iron Horse used an internal-
combustion engine and chain-drive for motivation, the farmer controlled it via reins 
and could attach his horse-drawn plows and implements to it. This meant there 
was no need for the farmer to have to learn to “drive” a tractor. There was no seat, 
so the farmer either walked behind it or rode on the attached implement. And since 
the old horse drawn implements could be re-used, this saved the farmer the     
expense of purchasing more new equipment. Other tractor manufacturers were 
producing similar products, as well. While this all sounded good in theory, the Iron 
Horse ended up being a dismal failure for GM. According to Bill Vossler's book, 
Cars, Trucks and Buses Made by Tractor Companies, "Under Durant, Samson 
quickly flooded the market with its new product. Several hundred Iron Horses were 
sold, but unfortunately for Samson, all but six were returned to the builders. It was 
riddled with mechanical problems, and could easily tip over." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samson also built trucks from 1920-1923 which was met with limited success. 
These trucks were built for farm use. They built both a ¾ ton and a 1¼ ton model. 
Since they were part of the GM family, the trucks used the Chevrolet Series 490 
26 HP engine. These trucks should not be confused with the Sampson cars and 

(Continued on page 8) 

GM Products You've (Probably) Not Heard 

Of 

(Continued) 
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Model D "Iron Horse" 

Samson Model M 



 

 

trucks built by Alden Sampson Manufacturing Company from 1905-1910 in      
Pittsfield, Mass.  

 

Samson also designed the Whole Family Car, a 9-passenger touring car/pick-up 
truck combination. The idea was to create a dual purpose vehicle that could act as 
an automobile to carry the family around and then it could be converted, as     
needed, into a pick-up truck to carry produce by utilizing a quick removal rear 
bench seat and rear jump seats. The claim of carrying nine passengers was not an 
exaggeration, either. It had a 118” wheel base, ladder frame chassis design, and a 
Chevrolet 4-cylinder 36 HP engine. Samson envisioned building nearly 7,300 units 
between 1920 and 1921 alone, but only the prototype was ever built, and the 
Whole Family Car never went into production. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In total, GM lost around $33 million on the Samson venture, and they pulled the 
plug on the whole division in 1923. The Janesville assembly plant was turned over 
to the Chevrolet Division. Full size Chevy and GMC truck and SUV production 
would continue in Janesville until GM closed the 89-year old plant in 2008 as part 
of its bankruptcy restructuring. The general consensus for the demise of the    
Samson Tractor Company was the unsafe operation of the Model D tractor, either 
by their owners or by its design.  

GM Products You've (Probably) Not Heard 

Of 

(Continued) 
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Picture of the 9-passenger Whole 
Family Car prototype – it was 
never put into production 

Some examples of Samson trucks 



 

 

The Woodward Dream Cruise will be held 
on Saturday, August 19, 2017. 

This is a huge event, and if you're   
dreaming of attending the Dream Cruise, 
you should start making plans now! 

To get the most out of the Dream Cruise, I 
suggest you come early to enjoy lots of 
cruisn', and even make a vacation of it! 
There's always a lot to do, and rain or 

shine, you're guaranteed to have a GOOD time. 

If you are thinking of staying over (seriously, consider it - it's always a 
great time, and saves a lot of driving back and forth), or if you have out of 
town guests coming for the Cruise, why not book a hotel? The Auburn 
Hills Marriott Pontiac, located at 3600 Centerpoint Parkway in Pontiac is 
'party central' for parking lot parties and a great place to hang out and 
'bench race' all through Cruise Week. 

The hotel itself is very nice. It boasts a restaurant in the lobby, and there 
are many others nearby, and it's minutes from the Woodward Loop. This 
particular hotel was the site of the 2004 GTOAA Nationals! 

If you're thinking of staying over, the Woodward GTO Tigers have        
reserved a block of rooms, from Wednesday through Sunday, at a cost of 
$129 per night, and they have extended the invitation to any Widetrackers 
to use their reservation code. If you're interested, either call the hotel    
directly, or go to the special website listed here to get the group rate using 
the following code: 

 GTOAA Woodward GTO Tigers Regional Meet Aug2017 

Phone: 248.253.9800 

Group Website: https://aws.passkey.com/go/GTOTIGERS 

Also, to get the most out of the Cruise, check out the Woodward Dream 
Cruise website at http://woodwarddreamcruise.com/ It's a great resource 
for finding restaurants and seeing all the 
fun things there are to do during cruise 
week. 

Hope to see you there! 

Dreaming About Woodward? 

Information Provided By Roger MacZura 
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https://1drv.ms/u/s!Apv2NJXD5S0viiTADNEXaGTaQ9-K
https://1drv.ms/u/s!Apv2NJXD5S0vkGmzmnbTvzkBHQJ_


 

 

Oil Be Back 

A Quick Guide to Changing Fluids 
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As car owners, we all know that routine maintenance is a must. We've come to 
believe our mechanics when they tell us that spending a little bit of money now 
will inevitably save us a lot of money down the road, and truth be told, their  
advice is sound. The problem, however, is that if you ask a dozen mechanics, 
"How often should I change my oil?" you'll likely get a dozen different answers. 
This is because there are many differences of opinion when it comes to oil. 
Some stand by the old '3 months or 3000 miles' rule of thumb. Some say that if 
you're using a synthetic oil, you can go longer between changes. Some say it 
depends on the type of engine you're running, or the climate where you live, or 
even the type of driving you do. 
 
The one thing most mechanics will agree on, however, is that your best bet is to 
follow the manufacturer's recommendations. You can find that information,  
usually on a handy reference chart, in your owner's manual. You know, that 
little book that came with the car? What's that? You don't have the manual? 
Okay, not a problem. Refer to the following, and in most cases, you should be 
fine. 

 
Just remember the following: CHECK YOUR 
FLUIDS REGULARLY. While we'll give you a 
patronizing tsk tsk if we learn you've gone two 
years without changing your oil, we'll be much 
less forgiving to hear you're two quarts low. Most 
mechanics will agree that low levels will cause 
more damage than running dirty fluid. So, take 
away from this, CHECK YOUR FLUIDS. 
 

 
Oil 
 
Conventional: 3000 miles 
Synthetic Blends: 5000 miles 
Full Synthetic: 10 000 miles 
 
Transmission Fluid 
 
Every 3 years or 30 000 miles 
 
Differential Oil 
 
Conventional: 30 000 miles 
Synthetic: 60 000 miles 
 
Coolant 
 
Every 3 years - this one is important because old coolant 
gets acidic over time, and can rot your engine from the   
inside out! 
 

(Continued on page 17) 

If you go looking 
for this—or you 
pay a mechanic to 
change this—we 
need to talk... 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 
Corn Salad (by Phyllis VanSIckle) 
 

     1 can white corn 

     1 can yellow corn 

     1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 

     1/2 cup chopped red pepper 

     1/2 cup chopped red onion 

     1 cup mayo 
 
Mix all above ingredients, then add chili cheese or BBQ Fritos just before serving—not the 
whole bag, but enough to your taste! 
 

Strawberry Jell-O Pretzel Salad (by Cindy Jahn) 

 

 2 c crushed pretzels 

 3/4 c butter, melted 

 3 Tbsp sugar 

 16 oz cream cheese, softened 

 1 1/2 c sugar 

 16 oz Cool Whip, thawed 

 1—6oz box strawberry Jell-O 

 2 c boiling water 

 3 c strawberries, sliced 
 
Combine melted butter and 3 Tbsp sugar. Stir in pretzels, then press evenly into the bottom of 
a 9x13 pan. Bake at 375 F for 8 min, and let cool completely. 
 
In a large bowl, combine cream cheese, sugar and Cool Whip and beat until smooth. Spread 
over pretzel crust, making sure to get the cream  cheese tight to the edges. 
 
Add Jell-O to boiling water and stir until dissolved. Add strawberries, pour over cream cheese, 
and put in the fridge for at least four hours. Be careful, as the pan will be quite full. 
 
Optional: Top with additional cream cheese and fresh berries, if desired. 
 
 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 



 

 
 

Feelin' the heat at autorama 
12 

From February 24 to 26, thousands of 
car lovers flocked to COBO Hall in  
Detroit for the 65th Annual Autorama. 
Hundreds of gorgeous hot rods and 
classic cars were on display in the main 
exhibition hall, many vying for the    
coveted Ridler Award. This year's    
winner was the 'Renaissance Roadster', 
a 1933 Ford roadster - though in name 
only. Entirely custom built from roof to 
wheels and powered by a GM engine 
and transmission, it wasn't maybe to 
everyone's taste, but there's no denying 
the amount of blood, sweat and tears 
that went into its creation. 

In the basement were all the rat rods 
and Rockabilly culture - maybe not as 
pretty, but definitely pretty amazing! 
And the live fabrication demonstrations 
added that bit of welding fume to the 
heavy aroma of gear oil and pomade. 

 

 



 

 
 

Feelin' the heat at autorama 
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For Sale 
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Selling four 8x20 Eagle Alloy wheels with 245/35 ZR20 tires. $450.  

Also, large selection of '60 Pontiac parts. 

Call Jerry Liske  

(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

FOR SALE: 

LH Parking light for '65 Grand Prix 

$20 

Contact Wayne Pillion 
(248) 673-1832 

1979 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. Black. All original.   

Now asking $7,500. Car runs great, and it is a very nice looking car. Has a 
spoiler, leather interior, working air     
conditioning—a great driver, just one too 
many for the garage. 

Comes with all the original paperwork for 
the car. 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

I'm selling my '67 GTO. Call if you know of anyone looking.  

John Graham. (248) 877-3669 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 

For Sale 
(Continued) 
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Wanted: 
Quarter window weather trim (AKA Whiskers) for '65 Bonneville Convertible. 
 
If you have any to sell, or know where to buy. 

 
Contact Ron Hartnell 
(906) 341-1170 
Email: hdshothartnell@centurytel.net 

Just bought two large lit collections containing lit. from the 1960's and up. Still have 
a nice selection of ads from 1946 and up. Do have Canadian material. Also have 
color chip sheets and press kits. Owners Manuals from the 70's. Also have other 
brands, too. 

Contact Bill Coombe  
(586) 293-0662 
email  bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

2007 ATC 32' All Aluminum Tri-Axle Trailer 

White, extruded aluminum floor, full cabinets. A/C and insulated. Smoothed sides in 
and out. Has generator box (no generator). Comes 
with awning, and 2 spare wheels/tires. 

$19,000 

Contact Jeff Bourcier 
H: (810) 688-9110 
C: (810) 919-2492 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at                          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the details 
(and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. 
Use us! 

Selling HFT Gantry Crane, with dolly. Very Good Condition.  
$600 obo 
 
Also selling large rotisserie. Twin jacks. Did my GTO on it.  
$750 obo.   
 
Will also take parts as partial trade" 

 
Contact Rick Lyons (248) 802-7078 

mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com


 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

No matter what February and some little rodent said, as 
I look out the window at the blizzard, I say that spring is 
not here. Hmm. Does anyone know a good recipe for 
groundhog stew?  
 
The good side to this time of year is that Autorama was 
on, and seeing all the pretty hot rods is usually pretty 
good motivation for all of us to get our stuff on the road. 
Keep on wrenching so that you can keep driving 

throughout the spring and the summer (and take pictures - tell us what you're 
up to!). Just picture yourself going for a cruise with your better half, and be 
grateful for all the patience she shows for your being out in the garage for 
long hours and endless nights. Just make sure that cruise involves taking her 
out for dinner - and to someplace good. Burger King does not count, and   
especially not on Mother's Day. 
 
The cruise schedule is always very busy, but one that might be of interest to 
some of the Widetrackers is the Bluewater Cruise Night, which will be held on 
June 23rd. It's a good time. Cruisers flood the streets of Port Huron and Fort 
Gratiot to gawk at tons of classic cars and hot rods. You may even see a   
Canadian Fiero there if you attend. 
 
For now, do not put the snow blower away yet, get the car ready, and make 
her a nice breakfast on Sunday. 
 
One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The Tracker is also available in 
an electronic format. If you'd prefer to receive it that way rather than get a 
printed hard copy mailed to you, just drop us an email, and we'll put you on 
the list. 
 
As always, keep it between the ditches (and may all your burnouts be smoky 
ones—bleach optional).  

 
 
 
 
  ~Mike and Jenn ♥   
  jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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Oil Be Back 
(Continued) 
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Brake Fluid 
 
Every 2 years - unless your car spends a lot of time on the track, then change it 
sooner! 
 
Power Steering Fluid 
 
Every 3 years or 30 000 miles 
 
Remember, these are rough guidelines, and for older vehicles, this 'one size fits all' 
approach may not work. With the advent of the Internet, even if you've lost your 
manual, use your Google Fu and find out what the manufacturer recommendations 
were for your vehicle. And spend a couple of bucks on good quality parts and fluids. 
They're designed to work best in your car, and give you optimal performance.    
Buying the cheapo stuff might save you a couple of dollars now, but will it be worth 
it when your engine grenades and you're forking out a few grand? You've invested a 

lot in your baby - treat it 
right. And, in case you're 
one of those types who 
likes to skip to the end of a 
story, don't forget:  
 
CHECK YOUR FLUIDS. 

YOU'VE ALL MET OUR LOVELY MEMBERSHIP CHAIR? 

Just a friendly reminder, yearly membership dues need to be renewed by 
the end of April. Dues are $18, payable by cash or check (made out to the 
Michigan Widetrackers), to Clarice Humphrey. You can pay her in person at 
the April meeting, or send your payment to her. And, considering the postal 
service can be a little bit…quirky at times, drop her an email to let her know 
it's on the way - that way, if something goes awry, at least she knows it's en 
route. 

Don't make her have to come calling. 
Even though she and Mary only 
have one working set of arms      
between them, they're a force to be 
reckoned with! 

Be warned!! (You should totally see 
the other guy!) 

♥ 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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THE CAR SALE 
 
An elderly couple return to a Mercedes dealership where the salesman has just 
sold the car they were interested in to a beautiful, leggy blonde. "I thought you 
said you would hold that car till we raised the $75,000 asking price," said the 
man, and the dealer nods. "Yet I just heard you closed the deal for $65,000 to 
that lovely young lady there. Yet you insisted there could be no discount on this 
model." 
 
"Well, what can I tell you? She had the ready cash and, just look at her. How 
could I resist?" replied the grinning salesman. 
 
Just then the young woman approached the aged couple and gave them the 
keys. 
 
"There you go," she said. "I told you I would get the dope to reduce it. See you 
later, Grandpa." 
 
Moral of the story? Don't mess with old folks. 



 

 

WHERE THE WHITE MAN WENT WRONG 
 
The elderly Indian Chief, 'Two Eagles' was once asked by a U.S. government 
official, "You have observed the white man for over ninety years. You've seen 
his wars and his technological advances. You've seen his progress, and also 
the damage he's done." The old chief nodded his agreement. The official went 
on, "Considering all these events, in your opinion, where did the white man go 
wrong?" 

The chief stared in disbelief at the government official, and then he said, "When 
white man land, Indians running it all. No taxes, no debt, plenty buffalo, plenty 
beaver, clean water. Women did all the work. Medicine man was free. Indians 
spend all day hunting and fishing, all night having sex." Then the chief leaned 
back and smiled. "Only white man dumb enough to think he could improve   
system like that." 

 

The Last Laugh 
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WHEN LOVE FADES 

Last night, I was sitting on the sofa, 
watching television, when I heard my wife's voice from the kitchen ask, "What would 
you like for dinner, my love? Chicken, beef or lamb?" 

I was touched by her request, and said, "Thank you for asking, Dear! I think I'd like 
chicken." 

There was a pause, and then a moment later, she replied, "Too bad. You're having 
soup. I was talking to the cat." 



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

 
Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  
 
If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  
 
POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  
 
See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  
 
Paul Bergstrom 
POCI Club Office Manager  

Just because cruise season is nearly over, you can still look stylish! Why not consider 
some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to 
place your order. Or, you can always bring in your own items to get the club logo put 
on them. You can have it embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to show your 
Pontiac love, advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $8. See him at the meetings, or contact 
him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via email at: 
bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Apr 8 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

May 13 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Jun 3 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Jun 10 
 
 

Spring Dust-Off 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Springfield Oaks County Park 
Davisburg, MI 

Jun 22 Golling Car Show 
4:00-8:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Jun 24-25 Sloan Museum Car Show 
See Dave Bloch for Details 

Sloan Museum 
Flint MI 

Jul 4 Hadley 4th of July Parade 
Details TBA 

Hadley, MI 

Jul 8 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Jul 20 Golling Car Show 
4:00-8:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! 
The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our 
favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere we should see, pass your 
suggestions on to a member of the social committee—they'd love to hear from 
you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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New Members—Welcome! 
What? No new members this cycle? How on earth did 
that happen?! Haven't you been telling everyone how 
great we are?! 
 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at        
(248)628-4280 or email  clarice915@yahoo.com.  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed 
on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Doug Blakeley 

248-330-0209   810-796-2044 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  dougblakeley5@aol.com 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Dave Bloch   Dan Kane 

810-653-8919   248-396-6848 

davidebloch@hotmail.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Steve Armstrong   Wade Cleffman 

248-666-1335   810-2456032 

roberta550@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Jim Larson    Clarice Humphrey 

248-673-2796   248-628-4280 

larson1026@comcast.net   clarice915@yahoo.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, Armstrong,   

Humphrey, Long & Shinouskis families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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