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Hello one and all! 
 
Finally, it looks like the weather is cooperating and now we can get our 
Pontiacs out and drive them. It seems like it's been forever since I have 
heard the beautiful sound of pure Pontiac power. 
 
I hope everyone's car has come out of storage without any problems. 
When I got mine out, I discovered that I had hooked the battery tender 
leads up backwards, so all it did all winter was flash a red light telling me 
that it was hooked up wrong. Maybe I need to wear my glasses all the 
time? Anyway no harm was done I just felt kind of dumb. 
 
The cruising season has officially started, and it is great to see fellow 
Widetrackers out and driving, and promoting both the Pontiac hobby and 
our club. And, speaking of the club, the Dustoff will be on June 10th this 
year at Springfield Oaks County Park in Davisburg. Hope to see all of you 
there. This year, we are trying something new. We are joining with two 
other all Pontiac, Oakland, GMC Shows for a Pontiac Triple Play. One is 
the Pontiac Summer Roundup, which will be at Baker's on July 22nd, and 
then the Indian Summer Car Show at Sellers on September 24th. What 
this means is that if you enter your Pontiac, Oakland, or GMC in all three 
shows, you would be entered into a drawing at the last show for a $100 
gas card, and other great prizes. The idea behind this is we think it would 
increase participation at not only our show, but at all three shows. Also, it 
might encourage other beautiful Pontiacs, Oaklands, and GMCs that we 
have not seen before to come out. Anyway, we think it is worth a shot. 
This year, we also added a survivor class to our show. A lot of effort has 
been put in to make this great event so let's all make an effort to attend. 

 
Finally, let's all keep those members in our 
thoughts whom are having health issues while we 
are cruising around and enjoying the beautiful 
flowering trees and hope for a speedy recovery for 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

Of Rosters, Tasmanian Devils and Star Chiefs 

 

In April I removed the Membership Roster from widetrackers.org. It was 

found on the Members Official Documents page and required a login 

username and password to view. I did this for two reasons. First, there is 

always a risk, even if a very small one, that the website may be hacked 

and the sensitive personal member data could be stolen. Second, Clarice, 

our fabulously efficient Membership Officer, punctually sends out the 

Membership Roster every month via email to all members, so there is no 

need to have it on the website.  

Last month I received an email from Tas T, who filled out the contact form 

on widetrackers.org. Tas T’s email address, which ends in .au, indicated 

that he is located in Australia. Could the Tas maybe stand for: Tasmanian 

devil, a carnivorous marsupial only found in the wild on the Australian  

island state of Tasmania? Anyway, Tas T asked the following question:   

“Hello, My query is about the 1957 Pontiac Star Chief. I know little about 

these. I am wondering if you could offer an answer to this question - the 

chrome trim that is visible on the side of those Star Chiefs that extends 

along the whole length of the car. It begins wide from the rear and       

extends towards the front of the vehicle and ends with a point. Is that  

design symbolizing anything specifically? Is it an arrowhead, or is it  

something else, or simply just a design with no connection to any       

symbol?” 

After consulting a couple of Widetrackers, Wade Cleffman offered an  

excellently reasoned explanation, and I responded to Tas T with the    

following answer: 

“Your inquiry is interesting. After consulting club 

members, we believe the design on the sides of 

the 1957 Pontiac Star Chief are meant to         

represent a rocket or jet rather than an arrow. In 

the late 1950's, the US. vs. USSR space race had 

begun. The first satellite, the Russian Sputnik, 

was launched in 1957. GM head car designer, 

Harvey Earl, was known to be interested in the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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space program, and in American society, space themes were popular at 

the time. An Indian arrow has a short, narrow shaft with feathers at one 

end and a distinct arrowhead at the other, which does not resemble the 

1957 Pontiac Star Chief automobile side molding design. However, a 

rocket has a long wide cylindrical body with a very pointed nose which 

does resemble the Star Chief side molding design. The 1958 Pontiac Star 

Chief side molding is even more pronounced as a rocket design. Even the 

name, Pontiac Star Chief, indicates a space theme. Hope this answers 

your question. – Dave”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If any Widetracker has any documented information that could shed more 

light on Tas’s question please email me. 

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to cover in a 

future edition to the club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

 

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
(Continued) 
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Left: 1957 Pontiac Star Chief 

Right: 1958 Pontiac Star Chief 

Tasmanian Devils—Since he didn't include a photo, these may or may not be an 

accurate depiction of the original poster, Tas T. 



 

 
Pontiac Triple Play Car Shows!! 

Three times the summer fun! Mark your calendars! 
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MORE ON THE FRONT COVER SHOT: 

This amazing lit up Chief Pontiac head is the crown jewel on Mr. Cliff Robert 
White's awesome truck. We saw the picture online and contacted Mr. White, who 
hails from Westfield, New York, and he graciously gave us permission to use it. 

The truck itself is a beautiful 1946 Chevrolet half ton, but that didn't matter to us. 
We loved the creative use of the hood ornament, and the cool factor aside, who 
wouldn't want to go out for a cruise in that?? 

Thank you so much, Mr. White, for sharing your truck with us! Maybe one day 
we'll find ourselves cruising the same bit of asphalt with you! 



 

 

I am in the process of bringing back to life a 1955 Buick Roadmaster that has been 

sitting in a Kansas barn since 1973. The first task I set for myself was to change all 

the fluids and associated filters. When I came to the transmission, the shop     

manual stated Type A transmission fluid was required for the Dynaflow automatic 

transmission. Type A fluid is difficult to get, and what is available is extremely  

expensive. So, I did some research on automatic transmission fluids, and what I 

found was interesting, so I thought I’d share my findings with my fellow Michigan 

Widetrackers. This paper will discuss all the automatic transmission fluids        

developed by General Motors for GM automatic transmissions from the beginning 

to the present. 

A Short History of GM Automatic Transmission Fluids 

Automatic Transmission Fluid (ATF) is the fluid used in self-shifting, or automatic, 

transmissions in vehicles. The fluid, usually colored red (to distinguish it from other 

automobile fluids), contains additives and modifiers to meet performance         

requirements such as valve operation, brake band friction, and torque converter 

requirements, as well as provide gear lubrication at various temperatures and  

vehicle speeds. Additional additives include anti-wear, rust and corrosion         

inhibitors, detergents, dispersants and surfactants, kinematic viscosity and       

viscosity index improvers and modifiers, seal swell additives, anti-foam,             

anti-oxidation, cold-flow improvers, high-temperature thickeners, gasket           

conditioners, and friction modifiers. 

General Motors’ first automatic transmissions, including Buick’s Dynaflow       

transmission, specified Type A automatic transmission fluid. Type A- ATF used 

whale oil as a friction modifier up through the mid 1960’s. New GM automatic 

transmission designs in the mid-1960’s required improved transmission fluids. In 

1968 GM developed and introduced DEXRON ATF for use in all of its automatic 

transmissions. GM trademarked the DEXRON name and sold licenses to oil and 

chemical companies to produce the fluid on the condition that they submit dynamic 

test results proving that they met GM performance specifications. GM would then 

authorize that brand as meeting all GM requirements. DEXRON could be used as 

a substitute for Type A.  DEXRON, like Type A, used whale oil as a friction      

modifier.  

As engine speeds increased and engines were designed to operate hotter for  

better fuel efficiency and emissions control, it was found that whale oil would break 

down at higher engine coolant temperatures (transmissions are cooled using the 

same cooling system as the engine). Also, in 1973, the U.S. Endangered Species 

Act was making its way through the legislative process, and it banned the import of 

whale oil. GM had to find a substitute for whale oil and reformulate DEXRON. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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In 1972, GM introduced DEXRON-II which contained alternative friction modifiers, 

such as Jojoba oil, to replace whale oil. Jojoba oil is the oil produced in the seed of 

a shrub plant that is native to Arizona and southern California. However, the    

reformulated DEXRON-II caused corrosion problems with solder in GM          

transmission fluid coolers. In 1975, corrosion inhibitors were added to the product, 

and the resultant fluid was called DEXRON-IID. Unfortunately, the new corrosion 

inhibitor made the new fluid hygroscopic (it absorbed water). Although this was not 

a major problem in automatic transmissions, DEXRON-IID was unsuitable for  

other hydraulic systems (such as in power steering units) in which it was         

commonly used. A further reformulation to address the hygroscopic problem was 

named DEXRON-IIE. 

In 1993 GM reformulated and introduced DEXRON-III. A few years later, GM   

introduced DEXRON-IIIH and DEXRON-III/Saturn in quick succession. 

In 2005 General Motors introduced DEXRON-VI for use on GM automatic      

transmissions produced that model year. It currently remains the required ATF for 

all GM automatic transmissions produced after 2005 (as of this writing April 2017). 

DEXRON-VI is a GM trademark and GM authorizes licensing of DEXRON-VI. GM 

publishes a list of companies and product names that comply with its performance 

specifications for DEXRON-VI.  

Also, in 2006 GM terminated all licensing for the production of DEXRON-III.    

However, oil and chemical companies continue to market products using          

variations of the DEXRON name, to avoid trademark violations, such as Dex/Merc 

which they claim meet the original GM specifications for DEXRON-III. But, GM 

does not regulate nor endorse these products.   

One difference between DEXRON-III and DEXRON-VI is in the viscosity          

parameters. DEXRON-III has a maximum viscosity rating of 7.5 cSt., while     

DEXRON-VI has a maximum viscosity rating of 6.4 cSt. The lower the viscosity is, 

the thinner the fluid. Thinner fluid results in improvements in auto fuel economy by 

lessening the parasitic drag in the transmission. However, DEXRON-III loses its 

viscosity with use, due to gear shearing forces, at a faster rate than DEXRON-VI, 

which is more durable. The result is that through the life of each fluid, DEXRON-III 

and DEXRON-VI, both reach the minimum design viscosity of 5.5 cSt. at about the 

same recommended fluid change mileage. 

Compatibility of Various DEXRON Formulations 

General Motors currently licenses STP Corporation to produce and sell           

DEXRON-VI under the GM trademark. On the STP DEXRON-VI quart container 

label, there is written: “This high-quality fluid meets the requirements of     

General Motors transmissions calling for DEXRON-VI fluid. This fluid is also  

(Continued on page 8) 
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suitable for use when DEXRON-II and DEXRON-III . . . fluids are                   

recommended.”  

 

Conclusion 

My conclusion is this: General Motors licenses, supports, and recommends only 

one DEXRON automatic transmission fluid product – DEXRON-VI  - and no longer 

licenses, nor supports any other version DEXRON product.  And, since            

DEXRON-VI can be used in automatic transmissions where DEXRON-III and  

DEXRON-II is suitable, I plan to use DEXRON-VI in my 1955 Buick Roadmaster 

Dynaflow transmission, as well as any other GM automatic transmission that I own.   

A Chronological Summary of GM Automatic Transmission Fluids 

Type A: First automatic transmission fluid specified by GM for Dynaflow          
transmissions.   

DEXRON: 1968 General Motors introduces its specifications for automatic      
transmission fluids in all of its automatic transmissions and calls the product    
DEXRON. DEXRON, like Type A used whale oil as a friction modifier.  

DEXRON-II: 1972 General Motors used Jojoba oil to replace whale oil. 

DEXRON-IID: 1975 GM fixed problems with corrosion-prone solder in GM       
transmission fluid coolers caused by DEXRON-II.  

DEXRON-IIE: GM fixed fluid hygroscopic (absorbs water) problems in              
DEXRON-IID. 

DEXRON-III: 1993 GM Reformulated. 

DEXRON-IIIH and DEXRON-III/Saturn: Reformulated DEXRON-III. 

DEXRON-VI: 2005 GM reformulated and this is the current and only GM licensed 
and supported ATF specified for 2005 and later GM automatic transmissions. 

Tranny Fluid 

(Continued) 
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A couple of bottles of 
DEXRON-VI. When    
buying it for your own 
applications, remember to 
read the label to make 
sure what you've got is 
suitable! 



 

 

Special thanks to the National Museum of the Mighty 8th Air Force in Pooler Georgia 
for the inspiration of this article. 

We don’t often hear much about women’s involvement during World War II, save 
perhaps recalling posters of Rosie the Riveter (a symbol of women working during 
the war effort) or speeches given by Eleanor Roosevelt. However, there was a 
group of courageous women who served our country in a very important way. For 
over thirty years after the war ended, heir contributions were nearly forgotten, but 
in honor of Memorial Day, this is their (brief) story: 

The Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) was a paramilitary aviation            
organization made up of civilian female pilots employed to fly military aircraft under 
the direction of the United States Army Air Forces (USAAF), the predecessor to 
the Air Force, during World War II. The female WASP pilots ended up numbering 
1,102, each one freeing a male pilot for combat service and duties.  

They were trained to fly "the Army way" by the 
USAAF at Avenger Field in Sweetwater, Texas. 
More than 25,000 women applied for the WASP, 
but fewer than 1,900 were accepted. The      
accepted women all had prior flying experience, 
and each already had their pilot's licenses. After 
completing four months of military flight training, 
1,102 of them earned their wings and became 
the first women to fly American military aircraft. 
After training, the WASPs were stationed at 122 
air bases across the US. The only base in   

Michigan was Romulus Army Air Base (today called Willow Run Airport – where   
B-24 Liberators were built). The Yankee Air Force now occupies part of the old     
B-24 factory. 

In late 1944, the shortage of male pilots lessened. As men came home from the 
front, they wanted the jobs the WASPs were doing. The WASP command        
defended their program and fought for it to continue, but on December 20, 1944, 
Congress disbanded the WASP program. 

In total, the WASP program compiled an amazing record of 
achievement: 

 25,000 women applied to the WASP program 

 1,830 women were accepted into the WASP program 

 1,102 served as WASP pilots 

 12,652 planes were delivered 

 77 different types of planes were flown 

 60,000,000 miles were flown 

 38 women died flying for the county – 11 in training and 27 
while on active duty 

 

The WASP was considered civil service, and so members did not receive military 
benefits (e.g. The G.I. Bill) unlike their male counterparts. Thirty-eight WASP fliers 
lost their lives while serving during the war, all in accidents. Because they were not 

(Continued on page 10) 
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WASP Uniform Regulations 

WASP Piliot  
Elizabeth Gardner 
at the controls of 
a B-26 Maruader 



 

 

The WASP Program 
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considered military personnel under the existing guidelines at the time, a fallen 
WASP was sent home at their family's expense without traditional military    
honors or any note of heroism. The Army would not allow the US flag to be 
placed on the coffin of the fallen WASP either. 

For more than 30 years after, the WASP program was 
forgotten, its war records sealed by the Army. In 1976, 
they returned to the public’s eye when the Air Force  
published a press release stating that the United States 
was accepting women as pilot trainees. The press     
described this as the” first” women to fly American    
combat aircraft. The WASPs came forward to set the 
record straight and demanded recognition as war      
veterans. In 1997, thanks to support from Senator Barry 
Goldwater (R-Arizona), himself a former ferry pilot in 
WWII, the government officially recognized the WASPs 
as veterans of WWII.  

In 1984, each WASP, or their surviving family, was 
awarded the World War II Victory Medal. Those who 
served for more than one year were also awarded the 
American Theater Ribbon/American Campaign Medal for 
their service during the war.  

On July 1, 2009, President Barack Obama and the   
United States Congress awarded the WASP program the Congressional Gold 
Medal. Three of the roughly 300 surviving WASPs were on hand to witness the 
event. During the ceremony, President Obama said, "The Women Airforce  
Service Pilots courageously answered their country's call in a time of need 

while blazing a trail for the 
brave women who have given, 
and continue to give, so much 
in service to this nation since. 
Every American should be 
grateful for their service, and I 
am honored to sign this bill to 
finally give them some of the 
hard-earned recognition they 
deserve." On May 10, 2010, 
the 300 surviving WASPs 
came to the US Capitol to  
accept the Congressional Gold 
Medal from House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and other    
Congressional leaders. On 
New Year's Day in 2014, the 

Rose Parade had a float with eight WASPs riding on it. 

 

WASP Flight Suit 

The 38 WASPs who died serving their country. May 
their contributions never be forgotten. 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 
German Chocolate Upside Down Cake (by Karen Cline) 
 

     1 box German chocolate cake mix 

     2 c pecan pieces, chopped 

     3/4 c coconut 

     1 8oz pkg cream cheese, softened 

     1 stick margarine, melted 

     3-4 c powdered sugar 
 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees and grease a 9x13 pan. 
 
Sprinkle the pecans and coconut onto the bottom of the prepared pan. 
 
Prepare the cake mix as per the package directions, and then carefully pour into the pan over 
the nuts and coconut. 
 
Combine cream cheese, margarine and powdered sugar to form a thick glaze. If you find it's a 
little bit too thick, add milk, a teaspoon at a time, to thin it out. 
 
Drizzle the glaze over the cake mix, and then with a butter knife, carefully swirl the tip through 
the mixture to create a marble texture. 
 
Bake for 45 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in the cake comes out clean. 
 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 
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From February 24 to 26, thousands of 
car lovers flocked to COBO Hall in  
Detroit for the 65th Annual Autorama. 
Hundreds of gorgeous hot rods and 
classic cars were on display in the main 
exhibition hall, many vying for the    
coveted Ridler Award. This year's    
winner was the 'Renaissance Roadster', 
a 1933 Ford roadster - though in name 
only. Entirely custom built from roof to 
wheels and powered by a GM engine 
and transmission, it wasn't maybe to 
everyone's taste, but there's no denying 
the amount of blood, sweat and tears 
that went into its creation. 

In the basement were all the rat rods 
and Rockabilly culture - maybe not as 
pretty, but definitely pretty amazing! 
And the live fabrication demonstrations 
added that bit of welding fume to the 
heavy aroma of gear oil and pomade. 

 

 

29th Annual Spring Dust Off! 

 

The Spring Dust-Off is not just an amazing car show featuring a whole field full of 
beautiful GMCs, Pontiacs and Oaklands, it's also the club's one major fundraiser 
for the year. Trophies are awarded in several different categories, and while  
members aren't eligible to vote, their cars can still be voted on by general      
spectators, so register your car and come work the event to help make it a      
success. It's a busy day, and the gents in charge will happily put you to work! 

The vendor area consists of two covered barns with concrete floors, and a huge 
outdoor grassy area. In the past, there have been more than thirty vendors on 
hand, selling just about anything you can imagine. There's also a swap meet on 
site, and a car corral where vehicles of all makes and models are up for sale! And 
what would a Widetracker event be without a concession area available for you to 
get a bit of a snack when you're ready for a break? 

And this year, we're working with Motor City POCI and Sellers to triple your fun 
this summer.  At the Dust-Off, you'll get a punch card. Attend all three car shows 
and not only will you get a special dash plaque commemorating the event, but 
you'll be entered into a drawing for some pretty cool prizes! See p.5 for more   
details! 



 

 
 

 
13 29th Annual Spring Dust Off! 

(Registration Form) 

Car Show Classes 

 

A. Pontiac & Oakland (1908-1954) 

B. Pontiac (1955-1960) 

C. Pontaic (1961-1966) 

D. Pontiac (1967-Present) 

E. Lemans, Tempest, Beaumont, GT37, 
T37, Can Am (1961-1984) 

F. Grand Prix (1962-1968) 

G. Grand Prix (1969-Present) 

H. GTO (1964-1965) 

I. GTO (1966-1967) 

J. GTO & Judge (1968-1972) 

K. GTO, Grand Am & Acadian (1973-
2006) 

L. Firebird/Trans Am (1967-1969) 

M. Firebird/Trans Am (1970-1981) 

N. Firebird/Trans Am (1982-1992) 

O. Firebird/Trans Am (1993-2002) 

P. Fiero (Stock, All Years) 

Q. GMC Truck (All Years) 

R. Semi-Modified (Street Machines) 

S. Modified (Pro Stock) 

T. All Others (X Body, J Body, Transport, 
Commercial, Etc) 

U. Solstice 

V. G8 

W. Survivor Class (All vehicles 25 yrs+) 

 

**Note: Parisiennes are equal to Bonneville 
or Catalina of same year. 
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Selling four 8x20 Eagle Alloy wheels with 245/35 
ZR20 tires. $450.  

Also, large selection of '60 Pontiac parts. 

Call Jerry Liske  
(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

FOR SALE: 

LH Parking light for '65 Grand Prix 

$20 

Contact Wayne Pillion 
(248) 673-1832 

Wanted: 
Quarter window weather trim (AKA Whiskers) for '65 Bonneville Convertible. 

If you have any to sell, or know where to buy. 

Contact Ron Hartnell 
(906) 341-1170 
Email: hdshothartnell@centurytel.net 

1979 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. Black. All original.   

Now asking $7,500. Car runs great, and it is a very nice looking car. Has a 
spoiler, leather interior, working air conditioning—
a great driver, just one too many for the garage. 

Comes with all the original paperwork for the car. 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

I'm selling my '67 GTO. Call if you know of anyone looking.  

John Graham. (248) 877-3669 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net
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FOR SALE 

Wayne gas pump, great 
condition, lighted globe 
signed by Jack Roush  

$1,900 

Call Tom Clees  
(248) 891-7809 

For Sale: Two (2) 1978 Trans Am's.  
#1 highly modified. Was Gold Special Edition, now black w/ hi perf 
drivetrain   
#2 base T/A, gold/camel; 66K miles, basically stock with a lot of extra 
parts. All for $8500. Both cars run and lot drive. Both are my house.   

Contact Steve Darling 
(248) 891-0687 
email  steven.o.darling@gmail.com 

2007 ATC 32' All Aluminum Tri-Axle Trailer 

White, extruded aluminum floor, full cabinets. A/C and 
insulated. Smoothed sides in and out. Has generator 
box (no generator). Comes with awning, and 2 spare 
wheels/tires. 

$19,000 

Contact Jeff Bourcier 
H: (810) 688-9110 
C: (810) 919-2492 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at                          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the details 
(and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. 
Use us! 

Selling HFT Gantry Crane, with dolly. Very Good Condition.  

$600 obo 

Also selling large rotisserie. Twin jacks. Did my GTO on it.  

$750 obo.   

Will also take parts as partial trade" 

Contact Rick Lyons (248) 802-7078 

mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com


 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

 
Happy Belated Mother's Day, and Happy Father's Day! 
 
Good news! It is spring! Someone needs to tell Mother Nature though,       
because obviously, she did not get the memo. I think February was nicer. But, 
it hasn't been all bad. The best day in recent memory was working in the   
garage with the door open and the sun blazing. And…then it rained. For 4 
days.  
 
I know we are all looking forward to the Dust-Off and running around all day 
looking at some pretty sweet cars.  The Fiero is running great, and it is itching 
to go for runs down the river, hit the 4th of July parades, and just go out  
cruising.  
 
On my way home from work, just before I sat down to write this, I saw the 
aftermath of an accident. An SUV had struck a bicyclist, and the paramedics 
were working on the cyclist very enthusiastically. The bike was bent in all the 
wrong directions, and I could only imagination what that rider had done to 
him. I know you've all been anxious to get out on the roads, but please, watch 
out for the cyclists out there. We are both avid cyclists and log between 500 
and 600 miles per year. Being on two wheels, you start to really become 
aware of your surroundings when there are no distractions, and nothing really 
protecting you beyond that little piece of plastic called a helmet.  
 
Not to end on a downer, we do want everyone to have fun this year on all the 
cruises with your hot rods, and please be safe and keep others safe around 

you. It's a big, wide world of asphalt - let's make 
sure everyone goes home at the end of the day. 
 
One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The 
Tracker is also available in an electronic format. If 
you'd prefer to receive it that way rather than get 
a printed hard copy mailed to you, just drop us an 
email, and we'll put you on the list. 
 
As always, keep it between the ditches (and may 

all your burnouts be smoky ones—bleach optional).  
 
  ~Mike and Jenn ♥   
  jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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While driving east on I-69, just east of Lapeer this past Veteran’s 
Day, I pulled into the rest stop near there. I noticed a historical 
marker after I left the restroom. I was curious to know what sort of 
local historical significance could be left at a rest stop. I was in for a 
shock since there was a wreath beneath it. This could only mean 
one thing, a military marker of some sort. It was a marker talking 
about Marine Private First Class (PFC) DeWayne Thomas Williams, 
who was posthumously award the Medal of Honor for service during 
the Vietnam War. 

DeWayne grew up in Brown City, Michigan, and graduated from 
Capac High School. He joined the Marine Corps Reserve in      
December 1967. He was discharged from the reserves and allowed 
to join the active duty Marine Corps in January 1968. He completed 
his training in San Diego and Camp Pendleton, where he was   
promoted to PFC in May 1968. He shipped out to Vietnam in June 
1968. 

Upon his arrival in Vietnam, he was assigned duty as automatic rifleman with Company I, 3rd 
Battalion, 27th Marines, 1st Marine Division, and served in this capacity until August 1968. He 
was then assigned duty as anti-tank assault man with Company H, 2nd Battalion 1st Marines. 
On September 18, 1968. He was killed in action while on patrol in the Quảng Nam Province. 
His Medal of Honor Citation reads: 

“The President of the United States in the name of the Congress takes pride in presenting the 
MEDAL OF HONOR posthumously to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DEWAYNE T. WILLIAMS 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

for service as set forth in the following CITATION: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while serving as a Rifleman with the First Platoon, Company H, Second Battalion, 
First Marines, First Marine Division in action against communist insurgent forces in the 
Quang Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam. Private First Class Williams was a member of 
a combat patrol sent out from the platoon with the mission of establishing positions in the 
company's area of operations, from which it could intercept and destroy enemy sniper 
teams operating in the area. On the night of September 18, 1968, as the patrol was     
preparing to move from its daylight position to a preselected night position, it was attacked 
from ambush by a squad of enemy using small arms and hand grenades. Although     
severely wounded in the back by the close intense fire, Private First Class Williams,    
recognizing the danger to the patrol, immediately began to crawl forward toward a good 
firing position. While he was moving under the continuing intense fire, he heard one of the 
members of the patrol sound the alert that an enemy grenade had landed in their position. 
Reacting instantly to the alert, he saw that the grenade had landed close to where he was 
lying and without hesitation, in a valiant act of heroism, he rolled on top of the grenade as 
it exploded, absorbing the full and tremendous impact of the explosion with his own body. 
Through his extraordinary initiative and inspiring valor in the face of certain death, he 
saved the other members of his patrol from serious injury and possible loss of life, and 
enabled them to successfully defeat the attackers and hold their position until assistance 
arrived. His personal heroism and devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the 
Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his    
country. 

/S/ RICHARD M. NIXON” 

So this Memorial Day, now you have one more person to thank for your freedom. 

For all of you who have served, thank you for service. 
For those of you who served in Vietnam, welcome home! 

PFC DeWayne   
Thomas Williams 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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A LESSON IN CONSULTING 
 
Last week, we took some friends to a new restaurant, and noticed that the waiter 
who took our order carried a spoon in his shirt pocket. It seemed a little strange. 
When the busboy brought our water and utensils, I observed that he also had a 
spoon in his shirt pocket. Then I looked around and saw that all the staff had 
spoons in their pockets. When the waiter came back to serve our soup I inquired, 
'Why the spoon?'  
  
'Well,' he explained, 'the restaurant's owner hired a consultant to revamp all of our 
processes. After months of analysis, they concluded that the spoon was the most 
frequently dropped utensil. It represents a drop frequency of approximately 3 
spoons per table per hour. If our personnel are better prepared, we can reduce 
the number of trips back to the kitchen and save 15 man-hours per shift.' As luck 
would have it, I dropped my spoon and he replaced it with his spare. 'I'll get    
another spoon next time I go to the kitchen instead of making an extra trip to get it 
right now.' I was impressed.  
  
I also noticed that there was a string hanging out of the waiter's fly. Looking 
around, I saw that all of the waiters had the same string hanging from their flies. 
So, before he walked off, I asked the waiter, 'Excuse me, but can you tell me why 
you have that string right there?'  
  
'Oh, certainly!' Then he lowered his voice. 'Not everyone is so observant. That 
consulting firm I mentioned also learned that we can save time in the restroom. 
By tying this string to the tip of our you-know-what, we can pull it out without 
touching it and eliminate the need to wash our hands, shortening the time spent 
in the restroom by 76.39%.'  
  
I asked quietly, 'After you get it out, how do you put it back?'  
  
'Well,' he whispered, 'I don't know about the others, but I use the spoon.' 



 

 

SENIORS ARE SMARTER THAN YOU THINK! 

An elderly couple was celebrating their sixtieth anniversary. TheY had married 
as childhood sweethearts and had moved back to their old neighborhood after 
they retired. Holding hands, they walked back to their old school. It was not 
locked, so they entered, and found the old desk they'd shared, where Jerry had 
carved I love you, Sally. On their way back home, a bag of money fell out of an 
armored car, practically landing at their feet. Sally quickly picked it up and, not 
sure what to do with it, they took it home. There, she counted the money - fifty 
thousand dollars! 

Jerry said, "We've got to give it back." 

Sally said, "Finders keepers." She put the money back in the bag and hid it in 
their attic. 

The next day, two police officers were canvassing the neighborhood looking for 
the money, and knocked on their door. "Pardon me, did either of you find a bag 
that fell out of an armored car yesterday?" 

Sally said, "No." 

Jerry said, "She’s lying. She hid it up in the attic." 

Sally said, "Don't believe him, he’s getting senile." 

The agents turned to Jerry and began to question him.  One said, "Tell us the 
story from the beginning." 

Jerry said, "Well, when Sally and I were walking home from school yesterday…" 

The first police officer turned to his partner and said, "We're outta here!" 

The Last Laugh 
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EARL AND BUBBA 

Earl and Bubba are quietly sitting in a boat 
fishing, chewing tobacco and     drinking beer when suddenly Bubba says, 
"Think I'm gonna divorce the wife - she ain't spoke to me in over 2 months." 

Earl spits overboard, takes a long, slow sip of beer and says, "Better think it 
over...women like that are hard to find." 



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

 
Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  
 
If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  
 
POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  
 
See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  
 
Paul Bergstrom 
POCI Club Office Manager  

Just because cruise season is nearly over, you can still look stylish! Why not consider 
some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to 
place your order. Or, you can always bring in your own items to get the club logo put 
on them. You can have it embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to show your 
Pontiac love, advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $8. See him at the meetings, or contact 
him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via email at: 
bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Jun 3 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Jun 10 
 
 

Spring Dust-Off 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Springfield Oaks County Park 
Davisburg, MI 

Jun 22 Golling Car Show 
4:00-8:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Jun 24-25 Sloan Museum Car Show 
Sat: 9:00a.m.—5:00p.m. 
Sun: 9:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Sloan Museum 
Flint MI 

Jul 8 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Jul 20 Golling Car Show 
4:00-8:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Jul 22 Motor City POCI Pontiac Roundup 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Baker's of Milford 
Milford, MI 

Aug 5 Golling Car Show 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Village of Lake Orion 
Lake Orion, MI 

Sep 24 Sellers Indian Summer Car Show 
Details TBA 

Sellers Buick GMC 
Farmington Hills, MI 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! 
The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our 
favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere we should see, pass your 
suggestions on to a member of the social committee—they'd love to hear from 
you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Dan & Debi Brown—Lapeer 
Ross & Kim Martin—Oakland Twp 
Neil & Marcia O'Dwyer—Oxford 
 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at        
(248)628-4280 or email  clarice915@yahoo.com.  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed 
on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Doug Blakeley 

248-330-0209   810-796-2044 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  dougblakeley5@aol.com 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Dave Bloch   Dan Kane 

810-653-8919   248-396-6848 

davidebloch@hotmail.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Steve Armstrong   Wade Cleffman 

248-666-1335   810-2456032 

roberta550@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Jim Larson    Clarice Humphrey 

248-673-2796   248-628-4280 

larson1026@comcast.net   clarice915@yahoo.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, Armstrong,   

Humphrey, Long & Shinouskis families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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