
 

 

sep aug 

2017 

Let Freedom Ring 

Want to lose a couple of inches? (pp. 4-7) 

Stories from Gnome: After the Dust-Off (p. 9) 

Meet a New Cruiser! (p. 10) 

Pontiac's strangest model... (p. 17) 

The Tracker 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

 

WWW.WIDETRACKERS.ORG 



 

 

Hello, fellow Widetrackers! 

I hope everyone is doing well! The Dust-Off went very well, and everyone had a 
great time! Mother Nature cooperated and the weather was perfect – not too hot 
and no rain. We had 116 beautiful Pontiacs on display, and a fair number of    
vendors turned out, too. Attendance was down a little bit from last year, but we 
still wound up making a profit for the club. And, for the first time, we teamed up 
with Motor City and Sellers to work together to promote all three shows. The idea 
behind it is that if you attend all three, you are eligible to win some pretty nice  
prizes at the Sellers show in September. It's a great idea to get more Pontiacs out 
at more shows. 

We had a good showing of Widetrackers and their cars at the 4th of July Parade in 
Hadley. Unfortunately, I could not be there, but I was told it was a fun time. Also in 
July, a few of us went to the Sloan Museum show. It was my first time attending, 
and it was a nice event. There were a lot of cars and a lot of swap vendors. 

And lastly, Golling had its first show of the season, and we had a nice turnout of 
Widetrackers. As a bonus for club members, at each Golling show you attend with 
your car, you name will go into a draw to win some prizes, which will be drawn 
after the last show. If you attend all four shows, you'll get four entries, so four 
chances to win. I know there are a ton of things to do and places to go over the 
summer, but these are great shows and an opportunity to support our sponsor. 

These shows will probably have passed by the time everyone gets The Tracker, 
but I want to mention three shows that everyone should check out if they can. The 
first is the Golling show on July 20, there's another one on July 29 in Pontiac held 
at Wisner Stadium and hosted by the Pontiac Historical Society, and finally, also 
on July 29, there is one being held at Culvers and hosted by the Veterans. 

Now, on a more serious note, our club has, or should have, various committees to 
help run and organize things: Dust-Off, Social, and Christmas Float just to name a 
few. The members who, in past, have chaired these have elected to step down, 
so this is the time for all club members to become more active. It's your club. If no 
interest is shown, these functions, which have become an important part of who 

we are, could disappear. These are not hard or time 
consuming tasks, and you won't be alone. Think about 
it, step up, and volunteer. Also, it is now time to start 
thinking about the upcoming club elections. They're held 
in December, but members need to start thinking now 
about running for these positions. Whether the current 
officers are running for re-election or not, it doesn't   
matter. There are a lot of smart, talented people within 
this club, so consider running.  

Okay, enough of the serious stuff! I hope everyone 
stays in good health and is out enjoying driving their 
cars in this beautiful weather. See you all at our next 
meeting! 

 
Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

Widetrackers.org—In The Repair Shop 

For eighteen hours on June 19, widetrackers.org was disabled from viewing by error 

messages on the screen. However, be assured, the website was NOT HACKED.   

Instead, what happened was a software program called Page Builder that I used on 

our website, was automatically updated by the developer, SiteOrigin. This is a common 

practice and is usually a routine procedure since software is continuously evolving and 

being improved. However, in this instance, the new upgrade was not compatible with 

other software in use on the website. I noticed that the error messages contained the 

name SiteOrigin. Upon visiting SiteOrigin’s website, I found that they did an upgrade to 

Page Builder that morning. When SiteOrigin did not acknowledge a problem with their 

changes, I immediately removed Page Builder from our website. The error messages 

disappeared, but widetrackers.org was reduced to about 90% functionality. Over the 

next ten days, I restored the website to 100% functionality using different software. 

Regular users of widetrackers.org will notice there are slight differences in some page 

presentations. 

For those Widetrackers clamoring for a more detailed technical analysis of what     

happened, as I’m sure there are many, the following explanation is for you. Wordpress 

is the software operating system for our website, much like Windows 10 is to personal 

computers. Complementing Wordpress is theme software which determines every 

page’s layout including the header, footer, sidebars, and the overall colors and fonts. I 

use the popular Nirvana theme on widetrackers.org. To provide specific content     

functions on a page, such as displaying photos, audio, video, and tables, specific   

software programs, referred to in the industry as “plug-ins”, are installed for Wordpress 

to use. For example, some of the plug-ins I use on widetrackers.org are: Wordfence 

(security), TablePress (tables), MaxButtons (reference buttons), MetaSlider (photo 

sliders), and UpDraft (backup and restore). Currently, widetrackers.org uses ten plug-

ins. Previously, I used SiteOrigin’s Page Builder, which allowed me to build content 

into a page without using coding. After removing Page Builder, I researched other 

page building software, but I could not find any that I liked that had high user review 

ratings. However, Wordpress includes page building software within its operating   

software, but this requires using two website programing codes - HTML and CSS.  

Basically, HTML is the code used for page structure and CSS code for colors and 

fonts. I say basically because both code languages overlap 

each other. So, I redesigned the affected widetrackers.org 

pages using Wordpress and HTML. I also expanded the 

use of the TablePress plug-in, using it for the Events-2017 

page. Surprisingly, I found this process to be easier and 

faster than using Page Builder! 

Oftentimes it is necessary to get back to the basics; this 

was one of those times.   

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me 

to cover in a future edition to the club email 

(widetrackers@gmail.com).  

 

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
By Dave Bloch, Webmaster 
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The Fiero, albeit a fun little car to drive, does need a little kick in the excitement once in a 
while.  One of the things that can be improved upon is the height of the shifter. When driving 
the manual cars, your hand actually sits a couple of inches higher than your elbow, which 
isn't exactly the most comfortable position on an extended drive. And let's face it, after thirty-
some years, the shifter itself is also looser than a Kansas screen door after tornado season. 
As you can see, the Fiero shifter is nearly 7.5 inches tall off of the centre console. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first thing we did was source out a short throw shifter for the Fiero. After an exhaustive 
search and evaluating hundreds of shifters on the market for the Fiero - well okay, there was 
only one place, and it was the Fiero Store—the rest of the time was spent looking at dog 
videos on YouTube. (The recommendation for the week is "puppies learning to howl". Call 
me if you want links.) The shifter was shipped lighting fast from the folks there, and then it 
was wrapped and put under the tree for a couple of weeks until it was opened with much joy 
and delight on Christmas morning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once the weather warmed up, and we had a day off, the install began. The first step was to 
remove the shift knob. Since it had been on there for a while, it was a little tight. However, 
the only tool you'll need is your beer opening hand (for those of you who buy twist top beer 
bottles) and maximum effort. 

The next step was to take the boot and the cover plate off the centre console. There are four 
bolts under the ashtrays (two per side), and to remove them, we had to dust off the metric 
tools.  

The boot and the cover come off as one unit. It's a good idea if you have power windows 
and/or mirrors to disconnect the wiring to both as it will make the rest of the job a little more  
comfortable. 

Once off, you can see the years of dust accumulation and the surprising amount of change 
that has fallen in there. Coffee was free that day. 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

How To Lose A Couple Of Inches   
By Mike Bartley 
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Fiero Store Short Throw Shifter  
Part Number 51798 
Retail Price: $129.95 
 
(It is billet aluminum!) 

The Fiero shifter in all its (yawn) factory glory.  
 
If you've driven one, you know 7.5 inches is a little 
high, as it puts your hand above your elbow. This 
makes it difficult for some spirited driving, not to 
mention a bit uncomfortable over long distances. 



 

 
Losing Inches 

(Continued) 

  

 

Since these are tight quarters take your time bearing in mind that if you drop a cotter pin or 
E clip, they will be lost forever. Consider having spares. We considered it would be a good 
idea after the car was half torn apart. 

The E clip on the Fiero was surprisingly difficult to get off, but care was taken as we worked 
it off so that it would not fly off into the magical recesses of the car. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You will have to disconnect the reverse light switch on the car as this will get in the way of 
the removal of the shifter. Just be careful as plastic and time do not agree regularly and this 
connection could be brittle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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1   Unscrew the factory shift knob. Thirty years can lock it on to the shifter so some muscle 
would be handy to get it off. 

2   Unbolt the centre console cover by removing the 4 screws located under the ash trays. 

3   Pull up on the cover minding the electrical connections for those cars with power windows 
and mirrors. 

The electrical connection was unplugged to make 

space so the shifter could slide off.  (It's not acres of  

extra space, as you can see, so be prepared to be 

a little persuasive) 

1   Pull off the cotter pin. Needle nose pliers were used because fingers are just too darn big, 
and we were trying to NOT lose it.  

2   The E clip was pried off using some flat head screwdrivers and a quick prayer. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For some reason, the hole for the cotter pin was 90 degrees to that of the factory piece. It 
made it a little more difficult to install but not impossible. Remember to reattach the shifter 
cable BEFORE putting the cotter pin in, or else, after much swearing, you'll have to take 
everything apart again, and then attempt a miracle by putting that pin in a  second time. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Once everything was installed and hooked back up (don't forget to reattach the electrical    
connection for the reverse lights!), the centre console cover was placed back onto its home. 
We noticed then that the boot interfered with the installation of the shifter knob. We couldn't 
thread the shifter knob back on! After some poking around, we discovered a large plastic 
spacer inside the boot, so we pulled that out. This made enough space for the shifter knob to 
grip the threads on the shifter. 

In our case, the spacer was easy to remove. However, if you're going to order a new leather 

(Continued on page 7) 

Losing Inches 

(Continued) 
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The shifter cable was reattached, and then the 

cotter pin was installed. Note that it doesn't push in 

all the way – something one of us didn't know. Note 

the very awkward position of the hole, and 

miniscule amount of working space. Good luck! 

ABOVE: 

1   The old shifter was removed. Finagling required. 

2   Some simple white lithium grease on the shifter pivot will ensure smooth operation of the shifter 
for years to come. 

BELOW 

1   The new shifter was installed. The fit was a little snug compared to the old one, but that was to 
be expected. (Ooh, shiny!) 

2   The E clip was re-installed. It takes a bit of fussing and persuading to get it back on - and keep 
from dropping it. 



 

 

boot from a vendor, it's a good idea to inform them that you have a short throw shifter, and 
they can send you one that will (in theory) come already modified. Lesson learned! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now that everything fit properly, the centre console was bolted back in place, the ashtrays 
were put back into position, and the shifter knob screwed back on. 

The new shifter is installed, and now sits at only about 4.75 inches in height. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After driving the Fiero around for a few weeks, we noticed that the car was much easier to 
drive. Getting into first gear feels like a more natural movement, and shifting itself is far less 
finicky and feels tight and precise. The total installation time for this project was about thirty 
minutes, and ladies, we're betting that the hubby could even handle this one alone. 

Time to celebrate your success, rockstar! 

Losing Inches 

(Continued) 
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With the height at about 4.75 inches, it brings the 

hand more in line with the elbow, which is a much 

more comfortable position. Shifts are faster, more 

accurate and more consistent, which makes the car 

more fun to drive. (Plus, it looks cooler). 

The cover plate was re-installed, but after a test fit, the shifter knob could not be threaded on so 

it had to be removed again to modify the shifter boot. 

This plastic spacer was removed from the boot to make room for the shifter knob.   

Success! 



 

 

Trivia question – with the exception of during World War II, what vehicle has been 
in continuous US production the longest?  

Answer - The Chevrolet Suburban Carry All was introduced in 1935, and the     
vehicle is currently on its eleventh generation. But it's not just Chevrolet. General 
Motors has used the Suburban name on GMC and Holden vehicles as well. And, 
competitor Plymouth also used the Suburban name on its station wagon back in 
the early 1960s 

We all know the Chevy and GMC Suburbans 
(which GMC later renamed the Yukon XL) to be 
large, truck-based SUVs, but did you know that 
there was once a Suburban pickup? Starting mid
-way through the 1955 model year, Chevrolet 
introduced the Cameo pickup truck. The Cameo 
offered many car-like features which, for the first 
time, could be found on a pickup truck. Similarly, 
there was a GMC version of the Cameo built 
during the same time period. It was called the 
GMC Suburban Carrier, or Suburban Pickup, 
and it had all the same features being offered by 

Chevrolet. It was first known as the 
"Town and Country". The truck   
featured fiberglass fenders attached 
to a steel cargo box with a hidden 
spare tire compartment. 

Chevrolet produced the Cameo from 
1955 to part way through 1958,  
selling a total of around 9,400 units. 
On the other hand, GMC produced 
the Suburban from 1955 through 
1957. The total production run was 
small, only around 1,000 units,  

making the Suburban pickup a rather rare truck. So 
now you know the Suburban is not just an SUV, but 
it was once a pickup truck, too! 

The GMC Suburban Pickup 

By Dennis Carol 
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In 1956 

Engine: 316 CID – 180 Horsepower 

Cost: $1,923.00 

1957 Model Year 

1955 GMC Suburban Carrier 

Pickup 

1956 GMC Suburban Pickup—Located in the GM 
Heritage Collection 



 

 

A fun reflection on the day's events as enjoyed by a diminutive little spirit who is 
not afraid to let it all hang out! 

So, after our new friend was gifted to us (thank you VERY MUCH!!) from Mike and 
Jenn Bartley, he has made his way to our home. Yes, as you can imagine, he is 
something else...and definitely hot and sweaty after a wonderful day at the 2017 
Dust-Off! What huge success it was, so thanks to all the Widetracker volunteers, 
and especially to Bob and Phyllis VanSickle! What a great fundraiser event! 

When Brian returned home with our lil' guy, he immediately looked for a cool place 
to relax. At first, we saw a little hesitation on the diving board, but with some   
coaxing, he decided to make himself at Gnome. A float in the pool afterwards was 
refreshing, and then he got adventurous enough to go down the slide. 

 

 

Here he is taking in the summer view and watering our plants! ;( He has proven 
very useful. He found the twice forgotten RED TUPPERWARE container of    
goodies and ate just about all of them! Thank goodness Clarice was in charge of 
that container, because Cindy sure wasn’t. (Thank you again Clarice x2) . And, 
after all that excitement, we decided he needed a little down time chilling out on 
the other side of the fence. Thanks for the gift Jenn and Mike and know he has a 
NEW HOME WITH US !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a memorable day, I must say ! 

Brian and Cindy Jahn 

Dust-Off Saturday 

By Cindy Jahn 
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So, have you given 
your new Gnomeboy a 
name? We like 
Gnomeo...since he's 
such a Gnomantic! LOL 

 ~Eds. 

Okay, we're not seeing 
a hose there....LOL 

But he sure made short 
work of those cookies. 
Gnome pun intended! 

 ~Eds. 

PS-We're glad you 
enjoy him!  



 

 

Kids These Days 

By Mike Bartley 
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Say what negative things you will about the youth of today, but there are still 
some that stand out in a crowd. These are the ones who still have manners, will 
hold the door open for an elderly couple at the mall or store, and even want to 
be seen hanging out with their dad all day at a car show on a Saturday in the 
sun and heat. 

During the Dust-Off, we were met at the front gate by this little black Fiero GT 
driven by a young lady asking if there was an unrestored class that her car 
could participate in. She was informed that there was, but she was more than 
welcome to park with all the other Fieros, knowing that they would welcome the 
young Pontiacer to the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As it turns out, Kristina Kahn and her dad, Brian, bought the car to work on as a 
'father/daughter' project. The car is a 1987 Pontiac Fiero GT, black in colour, 
and perfect for her as a little summer screamer. When we were talking to them, 
they said that they wanted a car that was already drivable and was not going to 
be a garage ornament for a long period of time.  They were also looking for 
something that was not going to break the bank in terms of a first car for      
Kristina.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a few minutes of talking with the pair, we could see that Kristina is happy 
about her first car, and it being a little Pontiac sports car does not hurt either. 
She was a pleasant young lady to meet, and we are looking forward to seeing 
her at future events! Us personally, we'd love to talk more about her first car, 
and the progress that she's made on it. 

Kristina, keep it between the ditches, and enjoy your first ride. Trust us, in your 
life, cars will come and go, but you'll never forget your first!  

Pontiac Fiero owned by Kristina and 
Brian Kahn. Hey, all the cool kids 
have one! (And yes, we'll cop to a little 
bit of bias in saying that!) 

Kristina Kahn with her pride and joy.  



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 

Rainbow Stacked Salad 
 

  1 c plain yogurt 

 1/2 c mayonnaise 

 2 Tbsp chopped fresh chives 

 1 pkg ranch salad dressing mix 

 1 head iceberg or romaine lettuce, chopped 

 1 12-oz pkg frozen corn, thawed 

 6-8 plum tomatoes, chopped 

 16 oz cooked chicken breast, chopped 

 1 12-oz pkg frozen peas, thawed 

 2 c shredded sharp cheddar cheese 
 
In a bowl, combine yogurt, mayonnaise, chives and dressing mix. Mix well, cover, 

and put in the refrigerator. 

 

In a large glass bowl, layer half the lettuce, then all the corn, tomatoes, chicken, 

peas, and remaining lettuce. Top with cheese. 

 

Cover and chill at least two hours before serving. 

 

Serve the dressing on the side for guests to drizzle over top. 

 

Note: For a lighter version, feel free to substitute low or non-fat yogurt and light 

mayonnaise, or if you prefer Miracle Whip, go for it! Change it up to what suits you! 

 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 



 

 
 

Pontiacs and parades 
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On June 10, 116 Pontiacs took to the 
show field at Springfield Oaks County 
Park in Davisburg. It was a gorgeous 
day, and not too hot, which was good, 
because the cars we saw were smokin''. 

Best in Show went to Stu Jackson and 
his 1969 GTO, pictured below. Also, a 
special award celebrating the 50th  
Anniversary of Firebird was handed out. 
That went to John Berzsenyi and his 
1968 Firebird 400 convertible, also  
pictured below. 

Then, on July 4, the Widetrackers   
descended on Hadley to show off their 
cars (and hand out copious amounts of 
candy to the gathered masses). It was a 
gorgeous day, and everyone had tons 
of fun—as you can see from all the 
smiling faces! 

 

 

Above: Best in Show 1969 GTO 

Below: Best of Firebird 1968 Firebird 400 
Convertible 

Congratulations, Gentlemen!! 



 

 
 

Pontiacs and parades 
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For Sale 
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Selling four 8x20 Eagle Alloy wheels with 245/35 
ZR20 tires. $450.  

Also, large selection of '60 Pontiac parts. 

Call Jerry Liske  
(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

FOR SALE: 

LH Parking light for '65 Grand Prix 

$20 

Contact Wayne Pillion 
(248) 673-1832 

Wanted: 
Quarter window weather trim (AKA Whiskers) for '65 Bonneville Convertible. 

If you have any to sell, or know where to buy. 

Contact Ron Hartnell 
(906) 341-1170 
Email: hdshothartnell@centurytel.net 

1979 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. Black. All original.   

Now asking $7,500. Car runs great, and it is a very nice looking car. Has a 
spoiler, leather interior, working air conditioning—
a great driver, just one too many for the garage. 

Comes with all the original paperwork for the car. 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

I'm selling my '67 GTO. Call if you know of anyone looking.  

John Graham. (248) 877-3669 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 

For Sale 
(Continued) 
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FOR SALE 

Wayne gas pump, great 
condition, lighted globe 
signed by Jack Roush  

$1,900 

Call Tom Clees  
(248) 891-7809 

For Sale: Two (2) 1978 Trans Am's.  
#1 highly modified. Was Gold Special Edition, now black w/ hi perf 
drivetrain   
#2 base T/A, gold/camel; 66K miles, basically stock with a lot of extra 
parts. All for $8500. Both cars run and lot drive. Both are my house.   

Contact Steve Darling 
(248) 891-0687 
email  steven.o.darling@gmail.com 

2007 ATC 32' All Aluminum Tri-Axle Trailer 

White, extruded aluminum floor, full cabinets. A/C and 
insulated. Smoothed sides in and out. Has generator 
box (no generator). Comes with awning, and 2 spare 
wheels/tires. 

$19,000 

Contact Jeff Bourcier 
H: (810) 688-9110 
C: (810) 919-2492 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at                          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the details 
(and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. 
Use us! 

Selling HFT Gantry Crane, with dolly. Very Good Condition.  

$600 obo 

Also selling large rotisserie. Twin jacks. Did my GTO on it.  

$750 obo.   

Will also take parts as partial trade" 

Contact Rick Lyons (248) 802-7078 

mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com


 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

Happy Confederation Day and Independence Day to all of the Trackers 
out there. Thus far, it has been a nice summer of cruises and swap 
meets. Apparently, Mother Nature got our order for nice weather for the 
Dust-Off, so we owe her one. Actually, come to think of it, the weather for 
the Hadley Parade it was beautiful as always, but I think this is the first 
time we've gone and actually had a breeze. Always a bonus to be not  
dying from heat in the non-air conditioned car. Maybe we owe Mother  
Nature two? 
  
Jenn and I are always astounded by the number of kids that come out to 
that parade held in a small town on the back roads of Michigan. We still 
look for the buses that bring everyone in. We think that we have the candy 
down to a science for the parade. Start buying in October, and keep going 
with that straight through until July 3rd. Then, on the 4th, make a quick 
run to Meijer and get ten more pounds just in case. We made it through to 
the end this year! 
  
We were bummed out that we missed the picnic – we hope a good time 
was had by all, and a burger was enjoyed on our behalf. And, it looks like 
unfortunately, due to family obligations and Jenn working a massive 
amount of hours over her company's shutdown period, we cannot make 
the Dream Cruise this year. But we will be thinking of you and plotting 
against you while we pout over our coffees on our break. Doubly so if it's 
temperate and not hinting at rain. This working for a living is really starting 
to cramp our social calendars! 

  
Have a good summer, and remember: wear 
your sunscreen! 
 
One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, 
The Tracker is also available in an electronic 
format. If you'd prefer to receive it that way  
rather than get a printed hard copy mailed to 
you, just drop us an email, and we'll put you on 
the list. 

 
As always, keep it between the ditches (and may all your burnouts be 
smoky ones—bleach optional).  
  ~Mike and Jenn ♥   
  jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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The 1979 Trans Am...Bicycle? 

By Dennis Carol 
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I have heard of product tie-ins before, and I'm sure you have, 
too. This is nothing new in marketing. Hot Wheels, pedal cars,   
T-shirts, ink pens, ball caps, drinking glasses, and so on are all 
commonplace with virtually every car company on the planet. 
However, this is the first time I have actually seen a bicycle tie-in 
to Pontiac. This is the 1979 Columbia Trans Am 12-speed    
bicycle. 

There is very little detail that I can find on the Internet about this 
bike other than what you see here. It was built in 1979 by the 
Columbia  Manufacturing Company, the oldest bicycle producer 
in the United States. Columbia traces its history back to Pope 
Manufacturing, which began in 1877. Pope actually built electric 
automobiles for a short time in the early 1900s.  

The bike’s most unique feature was its (then) state-of-the-art 
Shimano Positron 12-speed index shifting mechanism. Positron 
was Shimano's first attempt at indexed shifting. Back in 1979, 
Shimano thought that expert cyclists already knew how to shift 
and so they targeted the Positron at entry level riders. Shimano’s 
plan, unfortunately, backfired for a couple of reasons:  

(1) it was aimed at inexpensive bikes, so the system had to be cheaply 
made to keep the price down. This, in turn, meant it was not particularly 
reliable (especially by today’s standards) 

(2) this also meant that their new indexed shifting got tainted with the 
"beginner only” stigma, which slowed the adoption of better made    
systems by more experienced cyclists by several years.  

By all        
accounts, at 
$79 retail, the 
Trans Am was 
not very    
expensive, but 
it was still  
considered a 
high-end entry 

level bicycle. The Trans Am appears 
to have been a one year only     
production bicycle. It was available in 
both men’s and women’s configurations. It has a 
small “screaming chicken” on the main post, in  

 

 

front of the seat, along with a 
Trans Am 12 graphic. It is     
unknown how many Trans Ams 
were originally produced, but the 
bike can still be found on the Internet either on 
Craigslist or eBay, or through reseller and bicycle 
specialty websites from time to time. Prices for a used 
Trans Am range widely, based on condition, from 
twenty-five to a  couple hundred dollars. 

The 1979 ad put out by 
Columbia Manufacturing 

Admit it. Smokey and the Bandit would have been a lot less cool if they'd used this, don't you 
think? Though, with twelve gears, he might have had a shot at the deadline!   ~Eds 

The women's version of the bike  

Bicycle features 
included custom 
Trans Am 
graphics and a 
'deluxe' decorated 
chainwheel cover 

The (then) state-of
-the-art Shimano 
Positron shifters 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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THAT'S HOW THE FIGHT STARTED... 
 
One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a cemetery plot as a Christmas gift, 
The next year, I didn't buy her a gift. When she asked me why, I replied,  "Well, 
you still haven't used the gift I bought you last year!"  
And that's how the fight started... 
 
I took my wife to a restaurant. The waiter, for some reason, took my order first.  
"I'll have the rump steak, rare, please." He said, "Aren't you worried about the 
mad cow?"  "Nah, she can order for herself."  
And that's how the fight started.... 
 
My wife sat down next to me  as I was flipping channels. She asked, "What's on 
TV?" I said, "Dust."  
And that's how the fight started... 
 
My wife was hinting about what she  wanted for our upcoming anniversary. She 
said, "I want something shiny that goes from 0 to 165 in about 2 seconds."  I 
bought her a bathroom scale.  
And that's how the fight started... 
 
My wife was standing nude, looking in the bedroom mirror. She was not happy 
with what she saw and said to me, "" feel horrible; I look old, fat and ugly. I really 
need you to pay me a compliment." I replied, "Your eyesight's damned near   
perfect." 
And that's how the fight started... 
 
My wife and I were watching  Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? while we were in 
bed. I turned to her and said, "Do you want to have sex?"  "No," she answered.  
I then said, "Is that your final answer?"  She didn't even look at me this time,  
simply saying, "Yes."  So I said, "Then I'd like to phone a friend."  
And that's how the fight started.... 



 

 

SAVE THE PREACHER! 

A Preacher was explaining that he must move on to a larger congregation that 
will pay him more. There is a hush within the congregation; no one wants him to 
leave. 

joe Smith, who owns several car dealerships in the City, stands up and        
proclaims, "If the Preacher stays, I will provide him with a new Cadillac every 
year, and his wife with a mini-van to transport their children!" The congregation 
sighs in relief, and applauds. 

Sam Brown, a successful entrepreneur and investor, stands and says, "If the 
Preacher will stay on here, I'll personally double his salary, and also establish a 
foundation to guarantee the college education of all his children!" More sighs 
and loud applause ensues. 

Sadie Jones, age 88, stands and announces with a smile, "If the Preacher 
stays, I will give him sex!" 

There is total silence. 

The Preacher, blushing, asks her, "Mrs. Jones, whatever possessed you to say 
that?" 

Sadie's 90 year old husband Jake is now trying to hide, holding his forehead 
with the palm of his hand, and  shaking his head from side to side, while his wife 
replies, "Well, I just asked my husband how we could help, and he said, "Screw 
him!" 

The Last Laugh 
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CARD BUDDIES 

Two elderly ladies had been friends 
since their 30s. Now in their 80s, they 
still got  together a couple of times a week to play cards. One day they 
were playing gin rummy and one of them said, "You know, we’ve been 
friends for many years and, please don't get mad, but for the life of me, I 
can't remember your name. Please tell me what it is?" 

Her friend glared at her. She continued to glare and stare at her for at 
least three minutes in uncomfortable silence. Finally, with a sigh, she 
asked, "How soon do you need to know?" 



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

 
Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  
 
If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  
 
POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  
 
See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  
 
Paul Bergstrom 
POCI Club Office Manager  

Just because cruise season is nearly over, you can still look stylish! Why not consider 
some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to 
place your order. Or, you can always bring in your own items to get the club logo put 
on them. You can have it embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to show your 
Pontiac love, advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $10. See him at the meetings, or contact 
him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via email at: 
bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Aug 5 Golling Shop With Heroes Charity 
Cruise and Car Show 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Village of Lake Orion 
Lake Orion, MI 

Aug 12 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Aug 19 Woodward Dream Cruise More details TBA 

Sep 9 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Sep 16 Golling 'Big Show' 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 
Rain Date: Sep 30 

Sep 24 Sellers Indian Summer Car Show 
Details TBA 

Sellers Buick GMC 
Farmington Hills, MI 

Oct 14 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

VARIOUS Countless car shows and events See Widetrackers.org for specific 
times and info! 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! 
The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our 
favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere we should see, pass your 
suggestions on to a member of the social committee—they'd love to hear from 
you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Mike & Sheila Cushing—Waterford 
Darin & MaryBeth Jarkiewicz—Rochester 
James & Teresa McKeny—Flint 
John & Nancy Yob—Troy 
 
 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at        
(248)628-4280 or email  clarice915@yahoo.com.  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed 
on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Doug Blakeley 

248-330-0209   810-796-2044 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  dougblakeley5@aol.com 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Dave Bloch   Dan Kane 

810-653-8919   248-396-6848 

davidebloch@hotmail.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Steve Armstrong   Wade Cleffman 

248-666-1335   810-2456032 

roberta550@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Jim Larson    Clarice Humphrey 

248-673-2796   248-628-4280 

larson1026@comcast.net   clarice915@yahoo.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, Armstrong,   

Humphrey, Long & Shinouskis families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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