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Hello fellow Widetrackers! 
 
This summer sure has gone by super fast! It seems like just yesterday that I was 
getting my Pontiac out of the garage, and here it is, almost time to put it away for 
the winter. But what a great summer season it has been. There were shows and 
cruises to go to nearly every day. In my opinion, what a great way to spend a 
summer - driving the Pontiac all over the place and showing it off. 
 
There have been three shows so far at Golling, and our club's participation was 
outstanding at all of them. That, my fellow Widetrackers, was great to see. There 
is one more show at Golling on September 16, but that will have passed by the 
time you get this. Based on what I've seen so far, I'm going to say that I am sure 
we will have a lot of members there, and we will definitely have a good time.  
 
There were two shows at the Davison Cruise Nights this summer that were kind of 
made for us. One was GTO Night and the other one was Widetracker Night. A lot 
of our members were at those shows which was nice to see. 
 
Lastly, we had the Tri Pontiac shows this summer that were hosted by us (the 
Dust Off), Motor City and Sellers. We had great weather for our show, and had 
ten members from Motor City there. Unfortunately, the weather wasn't so nice for 
Motor City's show, but it still went on. Now we have the Sellers show coming up 
on September 23. Hopefully, the weather will be good and a lot of us can make it 
out. 
 
Our club still has the Fall Color Tour coming up on October 14 which will give us 
one more time to drive our cars. It will be a different route than last year, and 
should be very enjoyable. We also have the Christmas float to build, and we're 
going to need everyone's help for this, lending a hand as designers and builders. 
 
We have some members who have been dealing with some health issues this 
year, and it was great to see them come out to the various cruises. I know we all 

hope they can quickly get back to good health. We're 
thinking of you! 
 
One final thing. Remember that as we've been out and 
enjoying ourselves, there have been two hurricanes this 
summer in Texas and Florida that were devastating. At 
our September meeting, the club made donations to the 
relief efforts. Hopefully in time, all can recover. 
 
Remember that elections for next year are coming up. 
Self-nominations will start on October 1. 
 

 

 

 
Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

Widetrackers.org—Computer and Internet Terminology 

This article will be the first in a series of articles I will write for the Tracker explaining 
some common computer and internet terminology. Some of the terms are: Apps, 
Browsers, Extensions, and Platforms. I will define and explain how these parts function 
together to provide today’s computer and internet experiences. These articles are  
intended as an introduction for those with a basic understanding and use of computers 
and the internet.  

App: 

“App” is a term I am sure we are all familiar with, but what exactly is an App? The word 
App is an abbreviation for Application. The two main categories of computer software 
are: operating system software and application software. The Operating System (OS) 
software on desktop personal computers (PC) is stored on, and interfaces with, the 
computer’s main hard drive, drive-C. The OS software provides the user a read/write 
means to communicate with the computer using computer language codes. The    
computer has raw computing power, but it must be instructed specifically how to use 
that computing power. Application software, written in various computer language 
codes, instructs the computer how to compute a specific task. For example, for a  
desktop PC, Microsoft Windows is the operating system software, and Microsoft Word 
is the application software. Other examples of application software are Excel, Power 
Point, and Adobe Reader.  

In 2007, Apple Computer Inc. coined the term “app” to describe the small specialized 
application software they developed specifically for their iPhone device, which they 
sold in their App Store. As non-Apple software programmers developed small        
applications for the iPhone and other smart phones, the term “app” was adopted    
universally and soon became a generic term in computer software lexicon. 

In today’s desktop PC, mobile device, and internet environments, an app is designed 
specifically for the device that it will be used on: (1) desktop, (2) mobile, and (3) web. A 
desktop PC or mobile device stores an app on its hard drive, but retrieves and runs, or 
executes, it on the computer’s RAM (random access memory). The greater the RAM 
capacity, the more apps that can be run simultaneously without sacrificing computing 
speed. Desktop computers have 10 times the hard drive capacity (1,000 GB vs. 100 
GB) and 4 times the RAM capacity (4GB vs. 1GB) as compared to mobile smart 
phones. A desktop PC is equipped with a mouse and keyboard, while mobile devices 
function using a stylus or touch input. Because of these capacity and equipment    
differences, a desktop app is different than a mobile app, although they may perform 
similar functions. The third type of apps, web apps, are designed to be run from a  
website using an internet browser.  Online games, such as 
chess and solitaire, are examples of web apps.  Google 
and Microsoft also have office document software web 
apps that are used on their online cloud platforms.  

Some apps must be purchased from software companies 
such as Microsoft and Adobe. Many other apps are     
available for downloading for free from such online stores 
as Google Store, Microsoft Store, and dozens of other 
software sellers and developers. 

I hope this is helpful to those that are interested. Next in 

this series -Internet Browsers. 

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me 

to cover in a future edition to the club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
By Dave Bloch, Webmaster 
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I will never forget it. It happened on the afternoon of Sunday July 23, 2017 in front 
of approximately seventy Widetrackers at the club’s annual picnic held at Wade 
Cleffman’s estate. I arrived at Wade’s at 1:00 pm with my blue 1939 Pontiac   
Silverstreak, and proceeded to drive onto the grass show car field. As I put the car 
in reverse to back into a parking place, the engine stalled. The car refused to  
restart, and we had to push it into place. I opened the hood and removed the air 
filter to expose the carburetor. As I cranked the engine over, Charlie Long verified 
that fuel was indeed getting into the carburetor. As a bit of background, my      
Silverstreak is a “hot rod”. It's equipped with a Chevy 350 small block engine, GM 
400 automatic transmission, and a Mustang rear axle. The battery was strong, 
and the starter motor was functioning properly, but the car was just not starting. 
Leaving it, we all went back to the picnic and enjoyed great food, great weather, 
and great comradery. Wade offered to help me work on the car Monday, and I 
accepted. And at the end of the evening, Dennis Carol gave me a ride home since 
we both live in Davison Township about two miles apart. 

I arrived at Wade’s at 9:00 am the next day. After parking his 1940 Pontiac      
outside of the garage, Wade then pulled my Silverstreak into his garage with his 
tractor. We decided the best course of action would be to work as a team. Wade’s 
responsibilities were to diagnose the problem, design a solution, and implement 
the fix. My responsibilities were to hold the light for Wade to see, and turn the 
ignition key to crank the engine over when required.  

Going back to our initial efforts at the picnic, we eliminated (1) lack of fuel, (2) low 
battery power, and (3) bad starter motor as causes for the starting problem. The 
next logical step was to investigate whether or not the spark plugs were firing. We 
took one spark plug wire off and Wade installed a tester tool on the spark plug 
wire. I turned the ignition switch to “on” and cranked the engine over, but there 
was no spark indicating that there was no voltage/current getting to the spark 
plug. Wade decided that first he would check to see if there was any voltage at 
the distributor battery positive terminal. There was none. Next, Wade performed a 
continuity (open/closed ohm) test for the circuit from the distributor battery positive 
terminal wire connector to the neutral safety switch. To do that, I disconnected the 
battery and Wade, using a Volt/Ohm meter, discovered that that part of the circuit 
was open (not continuous – infinite ohm reading) when it should have been closed 
(continuous – a very small ohm reading). The circuit could have been the result of 
a broken wire, a loose wire connection, or a blown fuse. Upon further               
examination, the wire connections looked good and there were no broken wires, 
so we proceeded to check the fuse. Luckily, the fuse block, with about twelve  
fuses, was readily accessible, but the distributor circuit fuse was not identified. So, 
Wade began pulling and checking each fuse individually. When we got to the  
second-to-last fuse, we found that that 30-amp fuse had blown, preventing the   
12-volt power from getting to the distributor, and then to the spark plugs.  

Why did the fuse blow? The purpose of a fuse is to shut down, or open, an     
electrical circuit when the current in the circuit exceeds the design capacity. Fuses 
function (1) to protect the wires and equipment in the circuit from excessive     
current damage and, (2) to prevent electrical fires. Ohm’s Law (V=IxR) states that 
an electrical circuit with an applied voltage, V (volts), and a specific resistance, R 
(ohms), will carry a calculable current, I (amps). However, when the resistance in 
the circuit is changed to almost zero, as what happens in a short to ground      

(Continued on page 5) 

Silverstreak Starter Mystery 
By Dave Bloch 

4 



 

 
Silverstreak Starter Mystery 

(Continued) 

 condition, and the voltage remains constant, then the current will increase       
uncontrollably. If the circuit has fuse or circuit breaker protection, once the current 
has reached the fuse rated capacity, then the fuse will blow, creating an open 
circuit and shutting it down.  

Wade began a physical inspection of the wires starting at the distributor battery 
positive connector. Immediately, Wade discovered that the insulation on the pink 
colored wire was cut in one spot which created a short to ground when it came in 
contact with the distributor steel base, which is grounded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The wire insulation had been rubbing against the sharp steel edge of the         
distributor base until it finally wore through to the bare copper wire. This was the 
result of a very poor initial wiring installation when the Chevy 350 engine was  
installed. 

Wade then proceeded to replace the bad portion of the shorted pink wire. First, 
the black electrical tape that was bundling several wires, including the pink      
distributor wire, was removed about two inches back so that the pink wire was no 
longer in contact with the distributor base. Then Wade cut out a six-inch piece of 
the bad wire, including the connector to the distributor. Wade cut a new piece of 
pink wire from his stock and spliced it to the remaining good wire.  

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Distributor Battery Positive Pink Wire 
Failure Close-Up  (Note: the actual 
short/cut in the wire was only slightly 
noticeable, but we opened up the cut 
to show more clearly the problem) 

Splice Connector—Crimped 
and soldered in, and almost as 
good as new! 

The nasty little culprit! Distributor  
Battery Positive Pink Wire Failure  



 

 

Wade used a crimp connector and soldered the connector joining the two wires 
with a small soldering gun. He then installed a short link of shrink tube over the 
connector to insulate the connections. The shrink tube was shrunk onto the      
connector using a small propane lighter. The solder connection provides an     
excellent mechanical and electrical connection, much better than just a simple 
crimp connection.  

 

 

 

A new connector to the distributor was crimped on, and of course a new 30-amp 
fuse was installed (also from Wade’s inventory). Carefully wrapping the bundled 
wires once more in black electrical tape completed the repair job. I turned the  
ignition switch on, and the 1939 Pontiac Silverstreak started right up. It was ready 
for cruising once again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This entire job took three hours to complete. To celebrate our accomplishment, 
Wade and I enjoyed a lunch of buffalo burgers at the Lake Inn restaurant        
overlooking Lake Nepessing.  

Afterwards, I thought about how lucky I had been. The previous month I had driven 
the Silverstreak 500 miles to participate in the Oakland Pontiac Worldwide Tour in 
Kalamazoo, and the day before the picnic, I had driven the Silverstreak 100 miles 
to the Motor City Pontiac Summer Round-Up in Milford. The pink wire could easily 
have shorted out at any time during these 600 miles. Instead, the wire failed just 
thirty yards from Wade’s Garage! 

I wonder what surprise challenge my Silverstreak will throw at me next? Owning 
and driving this car has been fun, but quite a learning experience. 

Additional thanks and credits go to Wade for contributing to this article, and being 

the recording photographer on this project. 

Silverstreak Starter Mystery 

(Continued) 
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Shrink Tube Installation—

repaired and ready to go!  

Distributor showing repaired pink wire 
and green tachometer wire. Looks 
great, but more importantly, it runs 
great, too! 



 

 

(Photos by Cindy Jahn) 

If you live in southeast Michigan and you're a car person, you should know what the third 
Saturday of August means. Even if you're not really a car buff, or hail from outside the Motor 
City area, you probably still have heard of the Woodward Dream Cruise. 
 
When it began in 1995, it was meant to be a one day event to raise money for a local soccer 
team. Now in its twenty-third year, it's hailed as the biggest 'one day car event' in the world 
(even though we all know it's totally a week long extravaganza). The cruise stretches sixteen 
miles along Woodward Avenue's four lanes, starting at 8-Mile Road in Ferndale, heads north 
through seven different communities, and ends at the northbound 'Loop', aka Widetrack 
Drive. This area, a one-way multi-lane road shaped like a giant hairpin that curves around 
the city of Pontiac before heading back south, has recently been officially renamed       
Woodward Avenue. On that Saturday, over forty thousand cars and 1.3 million people from 
all over the world pack the streets and sidewalks spending over $237 million. Now that's a 
car event! 

 
Truth told, classic car cruising runs up and down      
Woodward Avenue all summer long, much like we used to 
do when we were younger, and it isn't a single-day event, 
as some non-car enthusiasts think. However, the        
Saturday is the 'official' anniversary date when people 
speak about the cruise. Unfortunately, not everyone is 
pleased to hear Woodward Dream Cruise. During the 
week leading up to the cruise, and most definitely on 
Cruise Day, traffic can (and does!) back up for several 
miles in both directions. And it's not only the classic and 
vintage cars that get overheated – non-participants look-

ing to move will find that they're suck sitting in traffic, watching pedestrians amble past at a 
quicker pace. That's why I find that during prime time on the big day, when I see that traffic is 
really heavy, I'll just turn my '63 Grand Prix around. 
 
So, for the past several years, I have headed up this event for the club by organizing car 
parking for the members in Pontiac. We have a contact that lets us use a very nice grassy 
corner lot, charging us a very nominal fee per car, the cost of which goes towards the event. 
The lot is right on M-1, and at a 'burnout' traffic light, too! It really didn't get much better than 
that. Until this year. With only four days before the main event, our club was told we had to 
relocate! The new spot was about a half a mile south, still on Woodward Avenue and still in 
the middle of the action. Doug Blakeley, Clarice Humphrey, Dan Kane and I had to very 
quickly check out the new parking area to assess its size, view, and access on and off the 
lot, but most importantly, contact the entire club to notify them of this last minute change. By 
the end of the day, we all agreed that this would be the club's new parking spot, and we're so 
glad that hassle is over! We had a one block grass frontage which would undoubtedly be a 
great spot to watch the thousands of classic and vintage cars and trucks, exotics, open  
header racers, ratrods, and whatever other unique rides go by. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

Widetrackers on Woodward Ave 

By Jim Larson 
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Looking across Woodward Ave at the new location—pretty slick! 



 

 

The Friday before, Steve Armstrong and I showed up at six in the morning to set up the first 
10x10 canopy. Shortly after that, several other members began arriving with their tents and 
Pontiacs. We had about twenty club cars come out throughout the day to help set up. Then 
Saturday was the big day. We had thirty-three member cars, and about seventy-five members 
and guests come out, which was a good amount of Pontiac enthusiasts coming together for 
this huge event. The car owners were able to get out and drive their cars as much as they 
wanted, and it was no problem to get back to their own parking spot and tent. An interesting 
thing about our new spot is it's about a quarter mile down from a traffic light, so here, it was 
more like being at the end of a drag strip! Just imagine, when that light turned green, there 
was a lot of tire smoke and a few cars were racing towards us, moving pretty quickly by the 
time they passed by. And, it seems like 'Barney Fife' was letting a lot more things just pass by 
over those two days – though I did see a marked County police officer give a Mustang driver 
a time out for about fifteen minutes. That was much nicer than getting a ticket! 

As we've done in previous years, we had a club sponsored lunch at noon. I arranged with our 
local Chicken King restaurant to deliver 150 pieces of broasted chicken, 50 chicken tenders, 
and a couple of pans of broasted potatoes. This is always a good thing, letting someone else 
take care of the hot food. Club members were responsible for their own drinks, and there was 
still the club potluck, with many cold salads, veggies and desserts to share. I think it's safe to 
say that everyone ate very well. We also extended an invitation to eat to three County officers 
that were sitting in an unmarked black Tahoe, who were on 'special assignment'. They told 
me that they were there for rapid response situations, and weren't just there for traffic control. 

 
The attending members really liked parking in the City of 
Pontiac as opposed to being further south in the thick of the 
event traffic jams, which often prevented them from getting 
out and actually driving. Many of the classic car owners just 
parked their cars and watched the 'rolling show' go by 
them, and we signed up four new members, too! Where we 
were located was only about a mile from the old PMD HQ 
at 196 Oakland Ave. Also, less than a few miles away, 
were the old Pontiac Motors, Fisher Body, and several 
GMC plants. They're all gone now, but they've left a lot of 
local automotive history, and many great memories. A fair 

number of our members worked at these plants! 
 
One last note. If you've heard of 'Road Kill' and the legal street racing they run on Woodward 
Avenue during the week, it takes place just down the road from the club's parking spot! It's 
right alongside the R-K drag strip on M-1, at the M-1 Concourse, a place that sells high end 
car/condo units, and was built on the old GMC corner property at Woodward Avenue and 
South Boulevard. 
 

Widetrackers on Woodward 

(Continued) 
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Love the new digs! To see more pictures from Woodward, check out the centre spread on 
pp.12-13! ~Eds 



 

 

Do those things even go together? You bet! The Old Fashioned Ice Cream     
Summer Social, held on Saturday July 29, 2017, was a huge hit! The 
event was held on the Pine Grove property in Pontiac, and was the home 
of our 12

th
Governor of Michigan, Governor Moses Wisner. This yearly 

event was arranged and hosted by the many members of the Oakland 
County Pioneer and Historical Society (O.C.P.H.S), and our Widetrackers 
came out with their classic cars to come spend the day.  

For a small fee you entered the grounds and got yourself a day of fun, 
facts and most everything historical! The event kicked off at 11am and 
continued until 5pm. Many vendors were present, including Ron Finch with 

his wild and wacky parts and tool art. He 
was very personable, and his art was     
definitely something to see, even if it isn't 
your taste! As you strolled through the 
grounds, you would find wonderful displays 
of historical artifacts, and there were many 
vendor tents for you to peek your head into 
and explore. There was even an Antique 
Appraiser on site who gave his opinions on 
items brought in for review. Wade took two 

items for a second opinion. And, the Curiosity Sale (garage sale) was a hit 
- especially at the end of the day when the announcement came to fill a 
box for just $1! 

Over the course of the day, several 
talks on the porch of the house were 
given by reenactors representing   
President Abe Lincoln and wife Mary 
Todd Lincoln, Governor Wisner, and 
several others. The school house talks 
were given by a very good reenactor 
playing "Oleda Christides", a WWI U.S. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Pontiacs, Pioneers and Ice Cream 

By Cindy Jahn 
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Ten Widetrackers came out to support the OCPHS's annual ice cream social! (You had us 
at ice cream...and cake.) 



 

 
Pontiacs, Pioneers and Ice Cream 

(Continued) 
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Army Telecommunication gal who had been stationed in France, one of 
the renowned “Hello Girls”. And if you were listening, you could also 

hear the military band playing the music of yore, or 
the spectacular singers from The Big Chief Chorus 
and The Men of Grace. Tours of the Wisner    
Mansion were given all day long to attend at your 
leisure, and there were fascinating displays in each 
room. 

There was also a vintage car show held on the 
grounds. It had been arranged by Widetracker   
member Cindy Jahn with assistance from the  
president of the O.C.P.H.S, Charlotte Cooper.  A 
total of ten Widetrackers attended, making up two 
thirds of the fifteen vehicles on display on the field. 
The winner of the “Voters Choice Award” went to a 

beautifully restored Jeep; a well-deserved winner. 

The weather was beautiful! You could not have asked for a more per-
fect day to stroll through the grounds and learn about history, listen to 

the music of old, and enjoy the sunshine. 
The best part of it all was finishing off the 
day with a slice of homemade cake and 
ice cream to curb your sweet tooth. 

I want to thank each and every       
Widetracker for their commitment to  
attend. Those who came out helped to 
make this day a huge success for the 
O.C.P.H.S., and we enjoyed spending 
the day with you. 

 

Best part of the day—having your 
cake and eating it, too! (Okay, even 
we'll admit that one was bad...) 

So, you saved us a piece of cake, right? Maybe a spoonful of ice cream? But seriously, 
check out the centre spread on pp.12-13 to see more pictures. Not of cake. Sadly. ~Eds 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 

Layered Chocolate Marshmallow Peanut Butter Brownies 
 

  1-1/2 cups butter, divided 

 3/4 cup baking cocoa, divided 

 4 large eggs 

 2 cups sugar 

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour 

 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 1 jar (16.30 ounces) chunky peanut butter 

 1/3 cup 2% milk 

 10 large marshmallows 

 2 cups confectioner's sugar 
 
1. Preheat oven to 350°. In a small saucepan, melt 1 cup butter; stir in 1/2 cup cocoa until 
smooth. Remove from heat. In a large bowl, beat eggs, sugar and vanilla until blended.    
Combine flour and salt; gradually add to egg mixture. Beat in cocoa mixture. 

2. Transfer to a greased 15x10x1-in. baking pan. Bake until a toothpick inserted in the center 
comes out clean, 18-22 minutes. Cool on a wire rack for 3-4 minutes. 

3. Meanwhile, in a microwave, heat peanut butter, uncovered, on high until softened, about 30 
seconds. Stir and spread over warm brownies. Refrigerate until peanut butter is set, about 45 
minutes. 

4. In a heavy saucepan, combine milk, marshmallows, remaining cocoa and remaining butter. 

Cook and stir over medium-low heat until butter and marshmallows are melted and mixture is 

smooth. Remove from heat. Gradually stir in confectioners' sugar until smooth. Spread over 

peanut butter layer. Refrigerate for at least 30 minutes. Cut into squares.  

 

Yield: 4 dozen. 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 



 

 
 

Heck of a summer! 
12 

The club has enjoyed a very busy   
season of cruising and cars! From the 
weekly cruises in Davison to an Ice 
Cream Social to hanging out on    
Woodward and being a part of the 
Dream Cruise, the club has been very 
active this summer! 

Check out the articles on pp. 7, 9 and 
17 to find out more about the events! 

Thanks to Cindy Jahn, Arnold Boersma 
and Rich Gabriel for the photos! 
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Large selection of '60 Pontiac parts. Too many to list. If interested, 
call for details. 

Call Jerry Liske  
(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

FOR SALE: 

LH Parking light for '65 Grand Prix 
$20 

Contact Wayne Pillion 
(248) 673-1832 

Wanted: 
Quarter window weather trim (AKA "Whiskers") for 1965 Bonneville      
Convertible. 

If you have any to sell, or know where to buy. 

Contact Ron Hartnell 
(906) 341-1170 
Email: hdshothartnell@centurytel.net 

1987 Fiero SE. Red 

4-cyl, 5-speed. New transmission and rear brakes. New wiring. A/C. Very 
nice looking car, sporty, and fun to drive. 
Runs great! 

$3000 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  

karencline@sbcglobal.net 

I'm selling my '67 GTO. Call if you know of anyone looking.  

John Graham. (248) 877-3669 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 

For Sale 
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FOR SALE 

Wayne gas pump, great 
condition, lighted globe 
signed by Jack Roush  

$1,900 

Call Tom Clees  
(248) 891-7809 

For Sale: Two (2) 1978 Trans Am's.  
#1 highly modified. Was Gold Special Edition, now black w/ hi perf 
drivetrain   
#2 base T/A, gold/camel; 66K miles, basically stock with a lot of extra 
parts. All for $8500. Both cars run and lot drive. Both are my house.   

Contact Steve Darling 
(248) 891-0687 
email  steven.o.darling@gmail.com 

2007 ATC 32' All Aluminum Tri-Axle Trailer 

White, extruded aluminum floor, full cabinets. A/C and 
insulated. Smoothed sides in and out. Has generator 
box (no generator). Comes with awning, and 2 spare 
wheels/tires. 

$19,000 

Contact Jeff Bourcier 
H: (810) 688-9110 
C: (810) 919-2492 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at                          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the details 
(and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. 
Use us! 

Selling HFT Gantry Crane, with dolly. Very Good Condition.  

$600 obo 

Also selling large rotisserie. Twin jacks. Did my GTO on it.  

$750 obo.   

Will also take parts as partial trade" 

Contact Rick Lyons (248) 802-7078 

mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com


 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

Here it is the end of the summer, and what did the Bartley's miss? Let's 
see. Every Widetracker meeting since May, Woodward, the picnic, and all 
of the cruise-ins that we missed last year and said, "You know, that would 
be fun to go to!" And, sadly, the trend seems to be continuing, because 
we're not going to be able to make the Color Tour (that one really bums 
us out!). It's not that we don't want to go, but this year has been brutal 
work-wise. Jenn's company is on a shutdown, and she's working 70-80 
hours a week, so even I don't get to see her! So, it looks like short of  
starting a Please Support Your Canadian Waifs telethon, it looks like this 
inconvenient thing called 'work' will be happening for a few more years. 

Since it is the end of summer, please watch out for the little ones out on 
the street as they get back to the books, and show the school bus drivers 
a little patience. They are carrying precious cargo with them, and we all 
know that kids live in the moment and don't pay attention to everything 
that goes on around them. And be mindful of the crossing guards, too! 
Last week, a crossing guard was struck by a car as he was helping kids 
get to school in the morning. It's an awful thing in and of itself, but how 
much worse could it have been if the kids had been in the crosswalk with 
him? 

So, for now, know that we are still alive and well up here, and that these 
mysterious Tracker editors really do exist and aren't the stuff of myths and 
legends like Bigfoot, Ogopogo, or The Fonz. And, we guess we will just 
have to live vicariously through the pictures that are posted on the Club 
website. Have fun, and know that we are out there cruising with you all in 

spirit. As they say, this too shall pass, and the 
Fates willing, we will see you sometime before 
the Holly Jolly Folly. 

One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, 
The Tracker is also available in an electronic 
format. If you'd prefer to receive it that way  
rather than get a printed hard copy mailed to 
you, just drop us an email, and we'll put you on 
the list. 

As always, keep it between the ditches (and may all your burnouts be 
smoky ones—bleach optional).  

  ~Mike and Jenn ♥   
  jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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Friday Night Cruisin' 

By Ken and Barb Vanniman 
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(Photos provided by Rich Gabriel and Arnold Boersma) 

 
GTO Night 
 
July 28, 2017 was GTO Night in Davison, Michigan at the Friday Night Davison 

Cruise. GTOs were allotted special 
parking so that they could all park    
together. We had a total of eighteen in 
attendance, including fourteen       
Widetrackers! It was a great turnout and 
perfect weather. Because of the       
success of the even, we plan on doing 
this again at the end of July next year. 
Mark your calendars! A big thank you to 
everyone that came out to join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Widetracker Night 
 
August 11, 2017 was Widetracker/Pontiac Night at the Davison Cruise held in 

downtown Davison, Michigan. A bit of   
mid-afternoon rain and threatening looking 
thunderclouds kept the attendance down, 
but we still managed to have nine      
Widetrackers make the journey to join us. 
We were allocated special parking, and 
despite the dampness, we still managed to 
have a good time. Larry and Judy Vader’s 
beautiful white ’63 Grand Prix 2-door  
hardtop was chosen as the Favorite  
Widetracker by the Judges. Thanks again 

to everyone who 
came out! If you 
couldn't make it 
this year, mark 
your calendars for 
next year! 

Looks like a fun time! Too bad things like 'work' and 'paying bills' keep us from attending 
these events. But, check out the centre spread on pp.12-13 for more photos! ~Eds 

The Vaders with their '63 Grand Prix! 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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LIFE EXPLAINED 
 
On the first day, God created the dog and said, "Sit all day by the door of your house and 
bark at anyone who comes in or walks past. For this, I will give you a lifespan of twenty 
years." 
 
The dog said, "That's a long time to be barking. How about only ten years and I'll give you 
back the other ten?" 
 
And God agreed, and said that it was good. 
 
On the second day, God created the monkey and said, "Entertain people, do tricks, and 
make them laugh. For this, I'll give you a twenty year lifespan." 
 
The monkey said, "Monkey tricks for twenty years? That's a pretty long time to perform. 
How about I give you back ten like the dog did?" 
 
And God again agreed, and said that it was good. 
 
On the third day, God created the cow and said, "You must go into the field with the farmer 
all day long and suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to support the farmer's 
family. For this, I will give you a life span of sixty years." 
 
The cow said, "That's kind of a tough life you want me to live for sixty years. How about 
twenty, and I'll give back the other forty?" 
 
And God agreed, and said that it was good.  
 
On the fourth day, God created humans and said, "Eat, sleep, play, marry and enjoy your 
life. For this, I'll give you twenty years." 
 
But the human said, "Only twenty years? Could you possibly give me my twenty, the forty 
the cow gave back, the ten the monkey gave back, and the ten the dog gave back; that 
makes eighty, okay?"  
 
"Okay," said God, "You asked for it." 
 
So that is why for our first twenty years, we eat, sleep, play and enjoy ourselves. For the 
next forty years, we slave in the sun to support our family. For the next ten years, we do 
monkey tricks to entertain the grandchildren. And for the last ten years, we sit on the front 
porch and bark at 
everyone. 
 
Life has now been 
explained to you. If 
you are looking for 
me, I will be on the 
front porch.  

http://app.expressemailmarketing.com/get.link?linkid=8369521&subscriberid=565758883&campaignid=2273345&linkurl=http://www.yesemails.com/
http://app.expressemailmarketing.com/get.link?linkid=8369529&subscriberid=565758883&campaignid=2273345&linkurl=http://www.yesemails.com/


 

 

TEXAS LOGIC 
 
A cowboy, who just moved to Wyoming from Texas, walks into a bar and orders 
three mugs of Bud. He sits in the back of the room, drinking a sip out of each 
one in turn. When he finishes them, he comes back to the bar and orders three 
more. 
  
The bartender approaches and tells the cowboy, "You know, a mug goes flat 
after I draw it. It would taste better if you bought one at a time." 
                
The cowboy replies, "Well, you see, I have two brothers. One is an Airborne 
Ranger, the other is a Navy Seal, both serving overseas somewhere. When we 
all left our home in Texas, we promised that we'd drink this way to remember 
the days when we drank together.  So I'm drinking one beer for each of my 
brothers and one for myself." 
  
The bartender admits that this is a nice custom, and leaves it there. 
  
The cowboy becomes a regular in the bar, and always drinks the same way. He 
orders three mugs and drinks them in turn. One day, he comes in and only  
orders two mugs. All the regulars take notice and fall silent. When he comes 
back to the bar for the second round, the bartender says, "I don't want to intrude 
on your grief, but I wanted to offer my condolences on your loss." 
  
The cowboy looks quite puzzled for a moment, then a light dawns in his eyes 
and he laughs. "Oh, no, everybody's just fine," he explains, "It's just that my wife 
and I joined the Baptist Church and I had to quit drinking. Hasn't affected my 
brothers though." 

The Last Laugh 
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WEDDED BLISS 
 
"Honey," said this husband to his wife, "I invited a friend home for supper." 

"What? Are you crazy? The house is a mess, I haven't been shopping, all the dishes are 
dirty, and I don't feel like cooking a fancy meal!" 

"I know all that." 

"Then why did you invite a friend for supper?" 

"Because the poor fool's thinking about getting married." 

http://app.expressemailmarketing.com/get.link?linkid=8369533&subscriberid=565758883&campaignid=2273345&linkurl=http://www.yesemails.com/
http://app.expressemailmarketing.com/get.link?linkid=8369535&subscriberid=565758883&campaignid=2273345&linkurl=http://www.yesemails.com/


 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

 
Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  
 
If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  
 
POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  
 
See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  
 
Paul Bergstrom 
POCI Club Office Manager  

Just because cruise season is nearly over, you can still look stylish! Why not consider 
some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to 
place your order. Or, you can always bring in your own items to get the club logo put 
on them. You can have it embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to show your 
Pontiac love, advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $10. See him at the meetings, or contact 
him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via email at: 
bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Oct 14 Fall Colour Tour/Poker Run 
8:30a.m. 

Davison Farmer's Market 
8110 E Court St. 

Oct 14 Club Meeting, After Poker Run 
Dinner provided by Club 

End of Poker Run—Contact Rich 
Gabriel if only attending meeting 

Nov 11 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Dec 1 Holly Jolly Folly, 6:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Dec 2 Lake Orion Lighted Parade, 
6:00p.m. 

Village of Lake Orion 

Dec 9 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. 
Bring Canned Food Donations 

Golling GMC 

VARIOUS Countless car shows and events See Widetrackers.org for specific 
times and info! 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! 
The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our 
favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere we should see, pass your 
suggestions on to a member of the social committee—they'd love to hear from 
you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Don & Maggie Courtley—Shelby Twp 
Brian Dougherty & Emily Liolli —Shelby Twp 
Stephen & Marsha Fante—Clarkston 
Bradley & Angela Hieb—Farmington Hills 
Jeffrey Kroon—Ferndale 
 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at        
(248)628-4280 or email  clarice915@yahoo.com.  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed 
on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 



 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Doug Blakeley 

248-330-0209   810-796-2044 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  dougblakeley5@aol.com 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Dave Bloch   Dan Kane 

810-653-8919   248-396-6848 

davidebloch@hotmail.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Steve Armstrong   Wade Cleffman 

248-666-1335   810-2456032 

roberta550@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Jim Larson    Clarice Humphrey 

248-673-2796   248-628-4280 

larson1026@comcast.net   clarice915@yahoo.com 

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, Armstrong,   

Humphrey, Long & Shinouskis families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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