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Hello fellow Widetrackers! 
 
Here we are at the end of another great cruising season. I was glad to see that we had good 
participation at all of the Golling shows. That was great! And, I think that the three shows we 
ran with Sellers, Motor City and our Dustoff worked out well, also. Hopefully that can be 
done again next year. 
 
Our color tour went well this year, even if Mother Nature did not cooperate. This year again 
there was very little color, and it rained, but we still had an enjoyable time. I want to thank 
Rich and Cindy Gabriel for planning it for us. I think everyone had fun. 
 
November was a sad month for us as we lost a long time member and great supporter of our 
club, Larry Vader.Also, club member Robin Marsh's father passed. Our deepest             
condolences go out to both families during this difficult time. 
 
There are a couple of events coming up in December. One is the Orion Lighted Parade 
which will be held on December 2. With Golling, we build and enter a float, and for the past 
several years, our entry has won an award. This year, like in the past, we have a great 
group of volunteers from the club designing and building it. If you want to help, contact the 
Social Committee for more information. They'll always take extra hands. 
 
Also, on December 1, the Holly Jolly Folly will be held at Golling. The cost to our members is 
$20.00 per person. It's a great time for a good cause, so we hope to see a lot of you there. 

 
This year, everyone who put their name forth for the Board 
positions for 2018 ran unopposed, so no election was needed. 
Congratulations to everyone who stepped up. The Board is 
currently discussing how the remaining positions will be filled, 
so expect an announcement soon. 
 
At the December meeting, we will be collecting canned goods, 
so please help out and bring your donations to the meeting. 
 
I am sure I have forgotten to mention something, or someone, 
and I do apologize but you see, I have a new puppy that keeps 
interrupting me while I'm writing this. She sure has sharp teeth! 
Anyway, everyone have a good month and I hope to see you 
all at our next meeting - or before at the parade. And don't 
forget the canned goods! 
 

Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 

This is Harley. Our dear President better 
keep that sweet face under lock and key, or 
she's liable to go missing. Those wiley  
Canadian editors aren't above stooping to a 
bit of dognapping. Especially Jenn. Just 
sayin'. 

We hope to see her at future cruises. And 
we promise not to steal her. ...Maybe.   
  ~Eds. 



 

 

Widetrackers.org—Computer and Internet Terminology Part II 

This article is the second in a series of articles I am writing for The Tracker explaining some 
common computer and internet terminology. These articles are intended as an introduction for 
those with a basic understanding and use of computers and the internet. 

An internet browser is application software that is required by anyone wanting to access     
websites. Websites are designed using many different computer languages such as HTML, 
CSS, Javascript, and PHP/MySQL to name a few. An internet browser reads the website    
computer languages and converts it into human readable text and viewable graphics on a   
computer monitor; it is essentially a translator. A browser must know all the various website 
design software languages and fill-in any blanks that a website design software has left empty 
or ambiguous. Browsers are specifically designed for either desktop/laptop computers or for 
mobile phone devices that access the internet. 

In 1990, Sir Tim Berners-Lee designed the first internet browser and named it WorldWideWeb. 
This was a text based browser that required technical training to use. In 1991, Nicola Pellow 
developed a text only browser called Line Mode Browser that allowed non-technical users to 
access the internet. In 1993, Marc Andreessen developed Mosiac, one of the first graphical 
browsers. The popularity of Mosiac sparked the internet boom of the 1990’s. In 1994,          
Andreessen founded Netscape and invented a new browser, Netscape Navigator, which soon 
dominated with 90% of all web usage. In 1995, Microsoft introduced the competing Internet 
Explorer, which had a peak web usage of 95% in 2002. In 2015, Microsoft introduced their Edge 
browser in Windows 10, as a replacement for IE. In 1996, Opera Software developed the Opera 
browser, but it has never had more than 2% of the browser market. In 1998, Netscape founded 
Mozilla Foundation which developed the Firefox browser. In 2003, Apple debuted their Apple 
Safari browser for Apple computers. In 2008, Google introduced its own browser, Google 
Chrome. 

Besides being a translator, an internet browser has two other main functions. First, every  
browser has an address bar where the user types in the URI (Uniform Resource Identifier) and 
the URL (Uniform Resource Locator) of the website they want to visit. Using the example,  
http://widetrackers.org, the URI is: “http:” and the URL is: “widetrackers.org”. Second, every 
browser has a search engine that is usually incorporated into the address bar. Microsoft’s 
Search Engine is Bing, Google’s search engine is Google Search, and Yahoo! pays Mozilla to 
make Yahoo! Search the default search engine for Firefox. Browser developers make money 
from their search engines by companies paying for priority listings and by advertising revenue 
generated on the search engine results pages. Additionally, browsers are equipped with a set of 
“tools” including bookmarking favorites websites, search/browsing/download history and page 
printing capabilities, to name a few. Users are also allowed to personalize their browsers by 
adding software “extensions” with additional features. 

As of February 2017, the desktop/laptop browser market share was: Google Chrome 62%, 
Firefox 15%, Microsoft IE 10%, Safari 6%, Microsoft Edge 4%, and Opera 1.6%. There are 
another fifteen browsers with less than 0.3% browser market share.  

Because internet browsers are free and easy to download, I have 
installed on my personal computer: Google Chrome, Microsoft 
Edge, and Firefox. If one browser malfunctions for any reason, I 
can still access the internet with the other two browsers. It is also 
interesting to compare different browsers. 

I hope this is helpful to those that are interested. Next in this 
series – Browser Extensions. 

Widetrackers.org News 
Photos of the Widetrackers Color Tour on October 14 have been 

posted to widetrackers.org. To view, download, or print the   

photos from our website, go to Media-Photos-Photos 2017. Cindy 

Jahn is the photographer who supplied the photo link to her 

Google Drive Cloud account. 

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to cover in a future edition to the 
club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
By Dave Bloch, Webmaster 
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I have owned “Lucy”, my 1972 Lemans Sport Convertible (which was  
originally “Lucerne Blue” hence the name “Lucy”), for 21 years now. At 
last year’s Hadley Fourth of July Parade, I had the most number of people 
in Lucy I have ever had  before: Seven. There was me, my wife Nancy, 
Nancy’s mom Rosalie, Nancy’s sister Dianna, her husband Brian, and 
their two young sons Max (age 2) and Owen (age 5). Jacob and my father
-in-law Terry were riding the sharp little red Solstice behind us. We were 
all chucking Tootsie Rolls down the parade route like mad fiends, and 
having a great time. 

During the parade, Nancy commented how the car seemed bottom out 
every time we went over some of harsh bumps in the road with all the 
weight in the car. It surprised me too since I have been running Gabriel 
rear air shocks in the back of the car for well over six years. I had        
replaced the old QA1 single adjustable shocks with the Gabriels once I 
figured out that the QA1s had given up the ghost a lot sooner than I 
thought they should have. So with Nancy’s comment, I knew I had       
permission. Permission to go get something else for Lucy. 

I decided I didn’t want to rely on something pneumatic again. No air bags 
either. Something simple and mechanical would be my preference. So, I 
started flipping through online catalogs and websites looking for a        
premium ride shock absorber that could handle another Hadley Parade. 
What I eventually found was Gabriel’s Rear Spring Assist Shock. It is a 
premium gas shock with its own coil spring to help when you add weight 
to the back of the car. The added coil spring assists the car’s own rear 
coil spring support the added weight. 

It took me the better part two hours lying on my back to get one of the two 
stubborn bolts at the top of the chassis off in order to get the passenger 
side air shock off. The driver side was not nearly as stubborn. Once I got 
both air shocks off I figured out the problem. The air bladders had dry  
rotted and were not holding air very well (there was still some pressure in 
the system but not much). So the air shocks were nearly useless, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Continued on page 5) 

Putting the Spring in Lucy's Step 
By Dennis Carol 
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The old shocks (top) vs. the new shocks 

(bottom)  

The air shock boots are dry rotted, and 

provide a less than comfortable ride. 



 

 
Putting the Spring in Her Step 

(Continued) 

  

 

 

 

Installation of the new shocks was a straightforward replacement of the 
old shocks; I even reused the stock hardware. However, lying on the 
ground, there was not a lot of extra clearance between the shock and its 
spring, the stock rear coil spring, the exhaust system, and the chassis like 
there used to be. However, there was no binding or metal-to-metal      
contact, which was definitely a good thing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So now, Lucy has some new spring in her step, we enjoy a less bumpy 

cruise, and I could not be happier. 
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The new shock, installed and 
ready to take on those smooth 
Michigan roads! 

Close up of the new shocks 
with their own coil spring.  
(Reasonably priced at just 
under $100) 

It's a tight fitting shock, especially 
when looking from the ground 
up—but it fits. And it works like a 
treat. 



 

 

You probably recognize a Crosley automobile as a small, economical car 
that was built right after World War II. They were rather small by Detroit 
standards of the day, with wheelbases around eighty inches. They were 
very economical on fuel, with the 44 cu. in inline 4-cylinder motor getting 
around 50 mpg by 1948, which was desirable during a time of gasoline 
rationing. Today, they still retain a small, dedicated following. 

 

 

 

 

 

Crosley started automobile production back in 1939 as the Crosley      
Corporation - later renamed Crosley Motors Incorporated - and was the 
last U.S. automaker to convert to war production in WWII because the 
War Department needed time to determine what to do with Crosley’s small 
manufacturing faculties. Crosley went out of business on July 3, 1952  
after selling only 1,552 cars in 1952. Hopes to sell the automobile       
business to Nash were dashed when Nash merged with Hudson instead. 

 

 

 

 

However, you probably have never seen a Crosley Pup before, and with 
good reason. Only thirty-six were built, and a mere seven known          
examples of the Crosley CT-3 Pup are known to still exist today. This   
particular example resides in the National Museum of the Mighty 8

th
 Air 

Force in Pooler, Georgia. It is Crosley’s version of a Jeep-type vehicle. It 
was designed and built to fit inside a Douglas C-47 Skytrain airplane, and 
the original idea was to use it as an airborne lightweight vehicle. 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Crosley CT-3 Pup 

By Dennis Carol 
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The first Pup—only a passenger and a 
half wide! (Doesn't look too spacious—or 
comfy!) 

The Pup was known as an 'extra light 
weight vehicle'.  Only slightly larger than a 
4-wheeler, and tipping the scales at a mere 
1125 lbs, it could be hand loaded into the 
back of a C-47! 



 

 

The Pup is a tad smaller than the Army Jeeps of the day. Only six CT-3s 

ever made it overseas after undergoing tests at Ft. Benning, Georgia. 

That was because it only had a 13 horsepower engine, and a payload of 

500 pounds—woefully anemic for military duty. Other issues, such as the 

ability to carry only one passenger plus driver, weak steering knuckles, 

weak springs and a weak steering column, further made the Pup          

inadequate for field duty. Because of this, the Army quickly scrapped the 

project, thus leaving only a few Pups to posterity. Despite its lackluster 

performance, of all the prototypes developed, the Pup was the most      

successful of these early lightweight 'jeeplets'. 

The Crosley CT-3 Pup 

(Continued) 
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The Pup was powered by a Waukesha 
Model 150 Cub Twin, a puny 580 cc        
air-cooled L-head opposed twin-cylinder 
engine. Here it is in all its 13HP glory. 

A rare Crosley CT-3 Pup on display in 
the National Museum of the Might 8th 
Air Force in Pooler, GA. If that's too 
far to travel, there's another on    
display in the Cincinnati History   
Museum. 



 

 

The Widetrackers were deeply saddened to learn 
of the passing of longtime member Larry Louis 
Vader on November 4 after a long battle with  
cancer. He'd turned eighty this past June, and 
many who knew him saw him as a quiet man who 
was very devoted to his wife, Judy, and to his 
family, which includes three children, seven 
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren. In 
fact, in 1983, Larry and Judy were on the         
television show Fantasy, a program that offered 
people the opportunity to 'make their dreams 
come true'. That was how Judy and Larry were 
connected with Larry's son, Dan. And, this past 

Labor Day, Larry stood as the Best Man at his son Brian's wedding, held in 
Glennie, MI overlooking the water. It was a proud moment for Larry, and 
he said to him afterwards, "I finally got to see my boy 
get married to a wonderful woman." 
 
Larry proudly served his country as a member of the 
US Army during the Korean War. When he returned 
home, he worked at several small job shops. It was 
there that he met Judy. He worked on the floor, and 
she worked in the office, and from what Judy says, 
Larry swept her off her feet when they met! The two 
enjoyed a long marriage, celebrating their fifty year 
anniversary this past September. Eventually, he    
began a career with General Motors working as a tool 
and die maker, until his retirement in 2002. 
 
For Larry, life was not all about work. He enjoyed 
many hobbies. He was an avid deer hunter, and he and Judy had been 
involved with many bowling leagues over the years. They enjoyed playing 

euchre, and both he and Judy loved to go 
out dancing - anyone who saw them at 
the Holly Jolly Folly over the years would 
know that Larry could certainly cut a 
mean rug! 
 
Larry and Judy enjoyed travelling, and 
they have visited all fifty states! Both were 
also very devoted Detroit Tigers fans. 
They would spend a few months in the 
winter in Florida, and always attended 
Tigers Spring Training in Lakeland. Over 
the years, they've collected many        

(Continued on page 9) 

Remembering Larry Vader 

A Quiet Man Whose Presence Spoke Volumes 
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Larry and Judy—always such a cute 
looking couple! 

Larry as the Best Man 
at his son's wedding 
this  past September 



 

 

autographs. But they didn't just meet 
famous athletes. Larry and Judy 
have been movie extras in six     
movies, and have met some well-
known actors. 
 
And, it goes without saying, that   
Larry was a passionate classic and 
antique car enthusiast. Fellow    
Widetracker Ken Vanniman shared 
that Larry's first love was actually old 

Fords, and not Pontiacs! In fact, that was how the two of them met—
through a mutual friend and a love of Ford. Larry had a Model T, and two 
1956 Ford hardtops. And, given his training as a tool and die maker, he 
made Model T parts. Judy recalls there were twelve to fifteen different 
parts he would make, and said that he'd even been authorized by Ford to 
make the battery boxes - his pieces carried the Ford logo and everything! 
 
Then, the day came where Larry decided he didn't want his Fords        
anymore, and Ken bought the two hardtops and the parts off of Larry. 

They still saw each other a couple of times a 
week at local cruises and they developed a 
good friendship - but Larry had switched to 
Pontiacs! He was proud of his 1963 Grand 
Prix, and he also had a 1966 Bonneville  
convertible - red with a white interior. Ken 
Vanniman shared that one day, a few years 
later, he, too, bought a 1966 Bonneville   
convertible - red with a white interior. Sure, 
Larry had one, but Ken assures that he 
picked it because he just really liked the car! 
And, it was a bit of a running joke with Ken 

and Larry to park 'the twins' side by side at car shows. 
 
In 1991, the Vaders joined the Michigan Widetrackers, and have been 
members ever since. This year's Color Tour, held in October, was Larry's 
last event with the club. Looking back on this brief story of the man he 
was, it seems this 'quiet man' led a very exciting life! For those who had 
the privilege of knowing him, they'll remember a great man with a big 
heart. He will definitely be missed, but whenever we're out cruising, and 
hear those Pontiac powerplants rev up, we'll know that Larry's riding along 
beside us. Cruising in style. As he always did. 

Remembering Larry Vader 

(Continued) 
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Larry's 1966 Pontiac Bonneville—
red with white interior! 

The Vaders with their '63 Grand Prix at the 
Davison Cruise this summer. 



 

 
A Moment To Remember 

We Honour Those Who Paid The Price For Our Freedom 
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We would like to take a moment to pause and to remember the brave men and women who 
have fought in battles so that we wouldn't have to. Who have given their lives so that we can 
continue to enjoy freedom and security. Their sacrifices, freely made for people they would 
never know, are the reason why we can come together in this club. Why we can enjoy    
afternoon cruising. Why we can pursue our hobbies. Whether to you it's called Veteran's 
Day, Remembrance Day, or Armistice Day, we hope that you took the time to remember 
them. And for those who continue to serve, remember to thank them for your freedom. 

As retired members of the Royal Canadian Air Force, this time of year is near and dear to us. 
Some of you may know this poem, written by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, a Canadian 
soldier and doctor during WWI. He wrote this following the loss of a friend during the Second 
Battle of Ypres. Yes, it speaks of   sacrifice, but it also urges us, the living, to press on. 

In Flanders Fields 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields.  
      ~L Col John McCrae  

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

We will remember them.  

'Lucy" visiting the Great Lakes National Cemetery in Holly, MI. Thanks to Dennis Carol 
for the photo. 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 

Avocado and Greek Yogurt Dip (submitted by Sheila Cushing) 
 

 1/2 cup plain Greek yogurt 

 2 avocados, mashed 

 1 clove garlic, crushed 

 3 tbsp. cilantro, chopped 

 1 tbsp. jalapeno pepper, diced 

 2 tbsp. lime juice 

 1/4 tsp cumin 

 Salt and pepper 
 

1. Combine all ingredients and blend well. 

 

2. Put in fridge for several hours before serving to allow flavors to blend and come together. 

 

Feel free to adjust quantities of garlic, cumin and jalapeno to suit your own tastes. 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 



 

 
 

Green is still a color... 
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The Fall Color Tour was held on      
October 14 under grey, rainy skies, cool 
temperatures, and not too much actual 
'color'. Still, the Widetrackers who    
attended had a great time, the event, of 
course, ending with a wonderful lunch 
at Montrose Orchards in Montrose. 
Thank you to Rich and Cindy Gabriel for 
planning out the route and organizing 
the event, and extra thanks to Cindy 
Jahn for providing the photos for all of 
us to enjoy! 

 

 



 

 
 

Green is still a color... 
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For Sale 
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FOR SALE: 

LH Parking light for '65 Grand Prix 
$20 

Contact Wayne Pillion 
(248) 673-1832 

1987 Fiero SE. Red 

4-cyl, 5-speed. New transmission and rear brakes. New wiring. A/C. Very 
nice looking car, sporty, and fun to drive. 
Runs great! 

$3000 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  

karencline@sbcglobal.net 

Selling HFT Gantry Crane, with dolly. Very Good Condition.  

$550 obo 

Also selling large rotisserie. Twin jacks. Did my GTO on it.  

$450 obo.   
Will also take parts as partial trade 

Contact Rick Lyons (248) 802-7078 

I'm selling my '67 GTO. Call if you know of anyone looking.  

John Graham. (248) 877-3669 

FOR SALE 

1965 Tri Power 

Professionally rebuilt carburetor. Ready to bolt on. Comes with manifolds, 
gaslines, and intake. 

$1850 

Call Ken Orlowski  
(586) 243-5398 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 

For Sale 
(Continued) 
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Large selection of '60 Pontiac parts. Too many to list. If interested, 
call for details. 

Call Jerry Liske  
(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

FOR SALE 

Wayne gas pump, great 
condition, lighted globe 
signed by Jack Roush  

$1,900 

Call Tom Clees  
(248) 891-7809 

For Sale: Two (2) 1978 Trans Am's.  
#1 highly modified. Was Gold Special Edition, now black w/ hi perf 
drivetrain   
 
#2 base T/A, gold/camel; 66K miles, basically stock with a lot of   extra 
parts. All for $8500. Both cars run and lot drive. Both are my house.   

Contact Steve Darling 
(248) 891-0687 
email  steven.o.darling@gmail.com 

2007 ATC 32' All Aluminum Tri-Axle Trailer 

White, extruded aluminum floor, full cabinets. A/C and insulated. Smoothed 
sides in and out. Has generator box (no 
generator). Comes with awning, and 2 
spare wheels/tires. 

$19,000 

Contact Jeff Bourcier 
H: (810) 688-9110 
C: (810) 919-2492 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at                          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the details 
(and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. 
Use us! 

mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com


 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

Thirteen years is a fair bit of time to pass by. Thirteen years ago, for a birthday present, 
Jenn bought me my dream car. My 1970 Chevelle. Although it is not a Pontiac, it is still 
my dream car, so forgive this lowly Chevy lover who hangs his hat in a Pontiac Club. 
The car was rough and needed a lot of work to get it on the road. At the time, we were 
still living in an apartment, so wrenching on it day and night was out of the question. So 
it did a lot of sitting. And, in that thirteen years, we bought and paid for a house. We 
went to ten funerals of friends and family. We shut down a business that belonged to 
her Dad. My Mom was diagnosed with leukemia - and recovered. We stood up for 
some dear friends in their wedding. We both graduated from college, Jenn went on to 
do another university degree (while working full time), and we've gone through two 
promotions and two job changes. Somewhere in there my brother brought us the news 
that he was having his first child. Then the second. Then the third. Finally, along came 
the fourth one, and he carries my name. I am pretty sure that Ryan Michael will be the 
one known for mischief. 

In that thirteen years, we met Dennis Carol. He has become a good friend and is an 
encyclopedia of car education. Dennis introduced us to the Widetrackers during one 
Dream Cruise, and it has been downhill for you people ever since then. In thirteen 
years, we did some travelling, too, from Calgary to Florida to England, and I slowly 
continued to work on the car. We went away to the St Ignace car show in 2012, and on 
the way home Jenn said, "I want a hotrod." I did not think much of it until one day we 
had a day off and we went to Chatham to buy her Fiero. So yes, her car was on the 
road before mine. But, in my defense, hers is fifteen years newer, and in those thirteen 
years, we've had a lot of interruptions called 'life'. But finally, after thirteen long years, I 
heard my car run for the first time. There was only one person there with me, and that 
was Jenn. And there was only one person who got to call shotgun when it went for its 
first run around the block. Lack of plates was a mere technicality. 

What I'm trying to say is stay patient with any projects that you may have going on, as 
there will always be interruptions during that time. And never forget, when it finally  

happens, there should always be that one person who 
gets to call shotgun without saying a word. Although I 
finally got to enjoy my 28th birthday present for the first 
time this year just long enough to have to put it away for 
the winter, it was worth the journey. Now I have to get 
back out to the car so I can sand the body work straight 
and get it ready for paint. 

One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The  
Tracker is also available in an electronic format. If you'd 
prefer to receive it that way  rather than get a printed 
hard copy mailed to you, just drop us an email, and 

we'll put you on the list. 

As always, keep it between the ditches (and may all your burnouts be smoky ones—
bleach optional).  

  ~Mike and Jenn ♥   
  jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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He Feels The Need for Speed! 

(Let's Be Honest. Who Doesn't?) 
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Widetracker Jerry Lendzion likes to go fast - and he's good at it! 
 
This season, he entered Milan Dragway's Fall Mini Series (aka the Fleet Doctor Fall 
Mini Series Bracket Program), a five Sunday race series run for points earned, and 
which payed out a $750 Gold Card, redeemable at Milan Dragway in 2018. 
 
According to Jerry, winning at Milan is tough to do, especially this year when the 
drivers he competed against were all Division Three champions for NHRA. 
 
With the rainy fall we had, the last race weekend was a washout, so when the dust 
had settled, our Jerry came out on top. And, according to the race statistics, he'd 
earned himself quite a considerable lead over the second place finisher. According 
to an article published on www.milandragway.com, one of the competitors was 
quoted as saying, "Jerry really came out of nowhere in this series!" 
 
It sounds like the competition was fierce, so that has to be a huge feather in Jerry's 
cap to have come away with the win! 
 
This is a picture of the winning team. Jerry is the man in the middle, flanked by his 
pit help - Dave Declerck on the right and Dave Pipper on the left. The total cash 
value for the series was $2075, so not a bad reward for all the hard work. 

 
 

 
 

Jerry told us that quarter mile times averaged 8.80 to 8.90 seconds at 154 mph. He 
further went on to say that the fun is priceless, ending with 'Go fast…go safe'. 
 
Thanks for passing this on to us, Jerry. It's nice to see one of our members getting 
some well-deserved recognition. And from all of the Widetrackers, congratulations!! 
Sounds like you really earned this one! 
 
To anyone who would like to see the summary that was posted in the Track Talk 
section of the Milan Dragway website, here is the link to the original: 
 
http://milandragway.com/tracktalk/2017/10/15/fleet-doctor-fall-mini-series-pro-
champion 

Jerry (middle) with his pit crew, Dave 
Declerck (right) and Dave Pipper (left). 
And, of course, the star of the show, 
the beautiful Pontiac, standing proudly 
in the background. 
 
Great job, gentlemen! 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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ENTRANCE TO HEAVEN 
 
Three men die on Christmas Eve and go to heaven, where they’re met by Saint Peter. 
“In order to get in,” he tells them, “you must each produce something representative of 
the holidays.” 
 
The first man digs into his pockets and pulls out a match and lights it. “This represents 
a candle of hope.” Impressed, Saint Peter lets him in. 
 
The second man pulls out a tangle of keys and shakes them. “These are bells.” He’s 
allowed in too. 
 
“So,” Saint Peter says to the third man, “what do you have?” 
 
The third man proudly shows him a pair of red satin panties. 
 
“What do these have to do with Christmas?” asks a perplexed Saint Peter. 
 
“They’re Carol’s.” 

HOLIDAY TEAR JERKER 
Frank and Dianne were in a local shopping center just before Christmas. Dianne  suddenly 
noticed that Frank was missing, and as they had a lot to do, she called him on his cell 
phone. Dianne asked, "Frank, where are you? You know that we have lots to do." 
  
Frank said, "Do you remember the jewelry store we went into about 10 years ago, and you 
fell in love with a diamond necklace? I could not afford it at the time, and I said that one day 
I would get it for you?" 
  
Little tears started to flow down Dianne's cheek, and she got all choked up. "Yes, I do   
remember that shop," she replied. 
  
"Well, I'm in the Hooters next to that."  



 

 

THE DEVIL YOU SAY? 
 
Two boys were walking home from Sunday school after hearing a strong      
sermon preaching about the devil. One said to the other, 'What do you think 
about all this Satan stuff?' 
 
The other boy replied, 'Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. It's       
probably just your Dad.' 

The Last Laugh 
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O CHRISTMAS TREE 

A little boy wanted a live Chirstmas tree very badly. Every year, he would beg his father to 
get him one, and every year, his father would tell him "No, I don't want to pay for it." 
 
This year was the same. The boy was relentless with his begging until finally, unable to 
bear his son's whining any longer, the man picked up an axe and headed out of the 
house. Thirty minutes later, he returned with a  great big Christmas tree, lush and full. 

The boy was wide-eyed as he stared at it. "How did you 
cut it down so fast?" the boy asked. 

"I didn't," the father replied. "I got it at the tree lot." 

"Then why did you bring an axe?" 
 
"Because I didn't want to pay for it."  



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  

If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  

POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  

See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  

Paul Bergstrom 

POCI Club Office Manager  

The holidays are coming up fast! Need a special gift for that special someone? Why 
not consider some Widetracker apparel? The club can help you out! Just see Tom or 
Marlyn to place your order. Or, you can always bring in your own items to get the club 
logo put on them. You can have it embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to 
show your Pontiac love, advertise the club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $10. We order the week before the 
monthly meeting, and you can either pick yours up 
there, or ask a friend to grab it for you if you can't 
attend in person. Sorry, but we don't send them 
through the post. (We'd hate to see them damaged!!) 

See him at the meetings, or contact him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via 
email at: bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Dec 1 Holly Jolly Folly, 6:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Dec 2 Lake Orion Lighted Parade, 
6:00p.m. 

Village of Lake Orion 

Dec 9 Club Meeting, 5:30p.m. 
Bring Canned Food Donations 

Golling GMC 

Jan 13 Club Meeting 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Jan 2018 Club Holiday Dinner Location/Time TBA 

VARIOUS Countless car shows and events See Widetrackers.org for specific 
times and info! 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! 
The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our 
favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere we should see, pass your 
suggestions on to a member of the social committee—they'd love to hear from 
you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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New Members—Welcome! 
We have no new members to introduce this time, but 
we thought it might be nice for everyone to see the 
lovely lady who takes care of all things paperwork for 
us! (We love you, Clarice!     )    
 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice 
Humphrey at (248)628-4280 or email  
clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com .  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one 
and it's not listed on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 

 
 

 
 
 

Clarice also provided us with this 'glamour shot' 
of her and Hank—personally, we prefer a more 
natural look with a little less makeup. But that's 
just us! xo 

mailto:clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com


 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2016 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Doug Blakeley 

248-330-0209   810-796-2044 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  dougblakeley5@aol.com 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Dave Bloch   Dan Kane 

810-653-8919   248-396-6848 

davidebloch@hotmail.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Steve Armstrong   Wade Cleffman 

248-666-1335   810-2456032 

roberta550@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Jim Larson    Clarice Humphrey 

248-673-2796   248-628-4280 

larson1026@comcast.net   clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com  

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Larson, Dabrowski, Armstrong,   

Humphrey, Long & Shinouskis families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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