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Happy holidays to everyone! 
 
Well, here we are into another new year already. I hope everyone had a wonderful 
holiday. My son Steven and I hosted the family at my house this year for      
Christmas. I wasn't going to put up a tree because I remembered what Izzy did as 
a puppy, what with trying to eat the ornaments and stuff, so I had a pretty good 
idea what Harley would do. But Harley wouldn't go down the stairs into the family 
room for whatever reason, so I decided to take a chance and set it up down there. 
Everything was okay until the day after Christmas. That was when she decided it 
was okay to go down there. And then she started bringing me ornaments. So, 
down came the tree. Next year, I'm sure she'll leave it alone. It's just a puppy 
thing. 
 
By the time you read this, our holiday dinner, scheduled for January 21, will have 
passed. We had sixty-five members signed up to go, and I'm sure everyone had a 
great time. Also, the North American International Auto Show took place in Detroit 
at the end of the month, and Golling offered us tickets just like they did last year. 
What a great sponsor we have, and we're lucky to have them. 
 
I wrote this on January 8, the first 'warm' day we've had for two weeks. It's       
supposed to get into the 40s later in the week, so we'll see about taking the    
Pontiac for a spin. 
 
For those of you who have been following, the great Ms. Harley is doing fine. She 

weighs just over forty-two pounds now; not a little    
puppy anymore! I thought she was supposed to be a 
miniature German Shepherd! Just kidding. She will be 
at least eighty-five pounds when fully grown, and she 
really is a beautiful dog. 
 
Herman, I still have your trophy, and now that the    
holidays are over, I will get it to you. Hopefully before 
you receive the Tracker. 
 
Well, Harley is telling me to pay attention to her, and 
not the computer, so I hope to see everyone at the next 
meeting! And congratulations to the new Board      
members. 
 

Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 

For those who missed it, congratulations 
to the new Board for 2018! 

President:  Arnold Boersma 

Vice President:  Jerry Liske 

Secretary:  Doug Blakeley 

Treasurer:  Dan Kane 

Directors:  Wade Cleffman 

  Nancy Shinouskis 

  Bob VanSickle 



 

 

Widetrackers.org—Computer and Internet Terminology Part III 

Extensions for Internet Browsers 

This article is the third in a series of articles I am writing for the Tracker explaining some common 
computer and internet terminology. These articles are intended as an introduction for those with a 
basic understanding and use of computers and the internet. 

An internet browser extension is application software. An extension is downloaded and installed 
on an internet browser by a user to provide specific functions desired by the user which are not 
included in the basic browser. Extensions are referred to as plug-ins because they are modular 
software applications that 'plug into' a browser. 

If extensions and apps are both application software, what is the difference between them? An 
app is software installed on a computer, laptop, or mobile phone’s hard drive and executed by 
that device's operating system software. An extension, by contrast, is software installed onto an 
internet browser's software and executed by the browser itself. Also, apps use computer       
languages, while extensions use internet web languages. 

Extensions are designed for a specific browser. I use Google Chrome as my browser, and I have 
installed only one extension on it – Google Dictionary. When I downloaded this extension from 
Google Stores, a small dictionary icon appeared on the right side of my address bar at the top of 
the browser page. If I want to know the definition of any word on any web page, I simply highlight 
the word and click the icon, and the definition appears in a pop-up box on my computer screen  

Although extensions may be very helpful, they may also be very dangerous carriers of malware 
and adware. Extensions are developed by both legitimate and less than legitimate software  
companies. Google examines extensions made by other companies to determine if they are safe 
before listing them in its Google Store. However, the overwhelming number of extensions and 
updates to extensions that are available in the marketplace does not allow adequate or timely 
inspection. For example, a legitimate software company may develop a very useful extension 
that initially passes Google inspection and is downloaded 100,000 times or more. Then the   
company sells the legal rights to the extension to another software company which maliciously 
injects malware into the extension and issues an update that bypasses Google inspection. If an 
unsuspecting user updates his extension, he now has a malware problem in his browser.  

Quoting from Wikipedia: “Browser extensions have access to everything done by the browser, 
and can do things like inject ads into web pages, or make ‘background’ HTTP requests to third-
party servers. While web pages are constrained by the security model of the web browser,    
extensions are not. As a result, a malicious browser extension may take action against the    
interest of the user that installed it. Such browser extensions are a form of malware. Some    
software downloads (apps for computers) come with unwanted bundled programs that install 
browser extensions without a user's knowledge, while making it hard for the user to uninstall the 
extension. Five percent of computer browser visits to Google-owned websites are altered by 
computer programs that inject their own ads into pages. Researchers have identified 50,870 
Google Chrome extensions and 34,407 programs that injected ads. Thirty-eight percent of    
extensions and seventeen percent of programs were catalogued as malicious software, the rest 
being potentially unwanted adware.” 

I use McAfee to protect my computer. Approximately five times a 
week, McAfee notifies me that a suspicious software extension is 
attempting to install itself on my Google browser and asks me to 
either approve or deny permission. I always deny permission.  

So, be very careful when downloading extensions and updating 
extensions on your internet browser. I hope this is helpful to those 
that are interested. Next in this series – “Cookies”, the digital, 
inedible type. 

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to 
cover in a future edition to the club email 
(widetrackers@gmail.com).  

Widetrackers.org—Tips and Tricks   
By Dave Bloch, Webmaster 
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Most hotrodders want to go as fast as possible in as little time as         
possible. Since the vast majority of the cars and trucks we own are street 
vehicles, making them stop is additionally beneficial for our insurance  
premiums, the condition of our front bumpers and the average pedal biker 
out there. For this project, the test mule is the trusty old 1979 GMC C20. 
Now I know what you are thinking. A GMC C20 is not exactly a high    
performance, tire shredding, young lady magnet. In terms of towing, those 
stock brakes are okay but they can be better. In other words, we're going 
to perform a disc brake conversion. (It was to repair the hydraulic leak on 
the drums, and had nothing to do with performance. Honest!) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting into it, the first thing you'll find is that you are blessed with the full 
floating 14 bolt rear axle. This 600lb chunk of Detroit iron is great for   
towing or making your parts guy scratch his head. Still, the General must 
have done something right as this rear axle was in use from the late 
1960s to the early 2000s in their lineup of trucks, vans, and military     
vehicles. 

The first problem with our stock brakes is that the drum does weigh in at 
around 28lbs. Converting to disc brakes, the rotors that we will be using 
are going to weigh in at 20lbs and losing 8lbs of rotating mass really will 
help out with acceleration. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the truck was on jack stands, you can start the tear down. Now's 
the time to break out that $40.00 socket that you bought 10 years ago to 
change the brakes out when you first bought the truck. You want to unbolt 
the axle from the outer hub and slide it out. There are no C-clips for this 
axle. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Them's The Brakes 
By Mike Bartley 
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A leak in the hydraulics prompted a repair of 

the brakes and this 'necessary' upgrade. 

General Motors LB6 brakes on the 14 bolt 

rear axle. These had not been serviced in 

13 years. 



 

 
Them's The Brakes 

(Continued) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The 6 point socket that makes a great pen holder 
for the majority of the time that you will own it.  

Undo the 8 axle nuts and remove the axle. Take 
care not to damage the bearing surfaces on the axle 
as you remove them.  

Metal gasket that is used between the axle and the 
hub. A supplier could not be found for these so a 
good cleaning was all that was done. 

Axle nuts and washer. Keep these in order as it will 
make re-assembly easier. The Haynes manual does 
not outline this very well. 

Also remember there are two retaining nuts in the 
hub assembly. 



 

 

Once the hub and brake drum are removed, you can get at the rear   
backing plate to remove the brakes as one assembly. Instead of unbolting 
the brake lines (and potentially falling to copious amounts of swearing) it's 
easier to just cut them. You're going to be installing new lines anyway. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Save all of the parts until after reassembly as some 
of the parts they do not make anymore - or if they do, we weren't able to 
find a supplier. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TMR Customs is located just north of Toronto and we paid them a visit 
one day in person. The staff are friendly to deal with and most of the parts 
are made on site and ready for pick up. (They also have a website for 
American customers: www.tmrcustoms.com ). 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

Them's The Brakes 

(Continued) 
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Unbolt the parking brake cable. This is one of the 
differences for this project.  Many parking brakes 
have the axles clipped in place. These are held in 
with two 1/4" bolts. 

Now our attention needs to be given to the drum and 
hub assembly. We needed to beat out the wheel 
studs to separate the hub and drum. A 5 lb hammer 
was the best tool for the job. FYI, door to door    
salesman stay away when you are using it. Just be 
mindful of the gasket surface on the hub and do not 
hit it. 

Unbolt the backing plate and cut the brake line 
and pull off the entire backing plate and brake 
shoes as one assembly. 

The axle stub and backing plate mount were 
cleaned up and the TMR caliper bracket part  
number 1226 was installed using the backing 
plate bolts. Longer bolts on the bottom may need 
to be used for the parking brake in the near future. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

Them's The Brakes 

(Continued) 
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The separated hub assembly was then cleaned up. 

New wheel studs were ordered. Dorman part number 
610-194. They're inexpensive; buy them instead of 
reusing the old. It's cheap insurance against       
breakage, and will give you extra peace of mind and 
safety. These are actually for a 1979 GMC dually. 
They're a little longer and will make up for the      
thickness of the brake rotor and the aluminum wheels 
that we are running.  

Using a brass drift and the 5 lb hammer, the new 
wheel studs were installed through the rotor and onto 
the wheel hub. The rotor that was used was from 
O'Reilly auto parts and was a front one for a 1979 
GMC K20. 

While we were at it, we replaced the rear seal as well. 

The rotor and hub assembly was reinstalled, and then 
the axle.  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Before putting the new lines on, it's a good time to weld some fitting   
brackets to the axle using a MIG welder. Ours were sourced from 
www.amazon.com. Just remember to let them cool for a bit before putting 
rubber lines against hot metal. Or your fingers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We changed out the front brakes as well, making this a four wheel brake 
job. Because of this, we took extra care to bed in the brakes as per the 
manufacturer's specifications. For our job, we used the Cadillac Eldorado 
calipers, but if the parking brake is not an issue (ie: off road vehicle), then 
the front calipers from a 79 C20 can be used instead. The pads we used 
were from a 79 C20 front. The nice thing about this project is that all of the 
parts, with the exception of the caliper brackets, are stock GM parts that 
can be found at any parts store. For our C20, the parking brake has yet to 
be hooked up. 

Them's The Brakes 

(Continued) 
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New steel lines were bent up from the  
centre of the differential to a few inches 
short of the new caliper. From there, front 
flex lines from a 1979 K20 truck were used 
to connect the calipers. 

Next the proportioning valve was changed 
out for a Disc/Disc proportioning valve from 
MP Brakes part number VL3359K 

Finally mount the caliper and run to the 
flower store. Go inside and speak with your 
better half about getting the brakes bled. 
Bonus points if reservations are made at a 
nice restaurant. The caliper is from a 1974 
Cadillac Eldorado because they have a 
parking brake lever. 

All finished? Time to go out and celebrate a 
job well done. 



 

 

In case you haven’t noticed, I have been writing a lot about the  
custom cars, hot rods, and model cars of my youth that are in some 
way Pontiac-themed. I have been extremely fortunate, especially in 
the last 20 years, to have met several legends of the custom car, 
hot rod, or drag racing business. Some of them you know by name, 
some you probably recognize vaguely, others you may never have 
heard of. Regardless, all of them, in some way, have shaped the 
automotive hobby we all enjoy. I have had the pleasure to meet and 
know “Big Daddy” Don Garlits, Don “the Snake” Prudhomme, Gene 
Winfield, Darryl Starbird (King of the Bubbletops), Sam and George 
Barris, “Candy Apple Red” Joe Bailon, “Uncle” Bill Hines (the   
Leadslinger), and “Trixie” Roth (“Big Daddy” Ed Roth’s widow – Ed 
created Rat Fink along with a host of custom cars and bikes). 

Ironically, one customizer I’ve  
never had the pleasure to meet 
came from this neck of the woods. 
Carl Casper grew up in Flint,  
Michigan before  moving to      
California and eventually settling in 
Kentucky. He started customizing 
cars in the early 1960s. I recall  
going to the Carl Casper Auto 
Shows at the old Flint IMA         

Auditorium back in the late 60s and early 70s with my dad and 
brother. We got free tickets every year because my dad’s barber 
was Carl’s uncle. Man, I thought that was cool when I was a kid. 
Carl still hosts one annual car show every February in Louisville 

Kentucky. The show features many 
of his famous creations. Sadly, the 
last show was held in February of 
2017. 

One of Carl’s earliest creations, and 
one that helped get him noticed, 
was Casper’s Ghost. As you may 
know, car customizing back in the 
1960s involved wild and unique 
body designs and engines. The 
Ghost was no different in that 
sense. In fact, Carl won America’s 

(Continued on page 10) 

Carl Casper's Ghost 

By Dennis Carol 
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Casper's Ghost—Winner of Ameri-
ca's Most Beautiful Roadster in 
1965. The Crown Jewel for most 
hotrodders. 

Carl Casper with his Ghost 



 

 
Carl Casper's Ghost 

(Continued) 
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Most Beautiful Roadster (AMBR) with it.  

Carl hand formed the fiberglass body 
on a custom Don Broyle’s 3-inch-
diameter chrome-moly tubing frame. 
For power, he built a custom intake 
manifold and mounted two super-
chargers to a Pontiac engine. A highly 
modified Tempest transaxle spun those 
big Goodyear tires. Carl sprayed forty 
coats of acrylic lacquer paint, and hand 
stitched the pearl white tufted interior.  

The Ghost was crowned the ’64 NHRA 
Rod Champion and the ’65 NHRA  
Winternationals Rod Champion before 
becoming what many people still      
regard as the most-radical AMBR    
winner ever. 

More of Casper's creations. 
Clockwise from top L: 

The Popcorn Wagon 

The Beer Wagon 

The Paddy Wagon 

Look at that twin-blown   
Poncho motor! 

Tempest transaxle deliveries 
the power to the rear wheels 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there is  
always food with fellowship. Our monthly pot-luck  
suppers are always an amazing sight to behold, and 
over the course of the night someone is bound to ask  
someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for members 
to share some of their signature dishes with the group, 
and hopefully, you can find a new favourite among the 
offerings! 

 

Hot Sloppy Joe Dip 
 

 2 pounds extra lean ground beef 

 2 green bell peppers, diced 

 1 onion, diced 

 4 cloves garlic, minced 

 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 

 2 tablespoons brown sugar 

 1 teaspoon salt, or to taste 

 1 teaspoon ground black pepper 

 cayenne pepper, to taste 

 2 cups chicken broth (can substitute water) 

 1 cup ketchup 

 1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 

 1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 

 1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese, divided 
 
1. Place ground beef, bell pepper, onion, garlic, flour, brown sugar, salt, pepper, 

and cayenne pepper in a heavy pot. 

2. Place pot over medium-high heat. Break up and stir mixture as it heats. Cook 

and stir until most of the moisture has evaporated and mixture is crumbly and 

begins to brown, about 15 min. Stir in chicken broth, ketchup, mustard, and 

Worcestershire sauce. Mix well and bring mixture to a simmer. Reduce heat to 

medium. Cook, stirring occasionally, until mixture is thick, about 45 min. 

3. Set oven rack about 6 inches from the heat source and preheat broiler. 

4. Transfer mixture to oven-proof pan. Top with 1/2 of the shredded cheese. Poke 

cheese down into the dip with a fork, stirring lightly. Top with remaining 

cheese. 

5. Place pan under broiler; broil until cheese is browned, and mixture is hot and 

bubbly, about 5 minutes. 

 

(Serve with baguette, tortillas, or whatever you like—great hot, warm or room    

temperature) 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 



 

 
 

Holiday shenanigans 
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The Holly Jolly Folly was held at Golling 
GMC on December 1. As always, it was 
an awesome time with much revelry, far 
too much good food, and most of all, 
great company! We all donned our  
holiday best, and between the photo 
booth, Tom Jones, Elvis, and  everyone 
cutting a mean rug on the dance floor, 
the Widetrackers partied on into the 
night. The following night was the    
annual Lake Orion Lighted Parade. The 
club's float was certainly well talked 
about—everyone liked our Grinch. 
Some even joked that it wasn't that big 
of a stretch for him to get into character, 
but we're not going to confirm that! LOL 

 

 



 

 
 

Holiday shenanigans 
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For Sale 
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1987 Fiero SE. Red 

4-cyl, 5-speed. New transmission and rear brakes. New wiring. A/C. 
Very nice looking car, sporty, 
and fun to drive. Runs great! 

$3000 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

Selling HFT Gantry Crane, with dolly. Very Good Condition.  

$550 obo 

Also selling large rotisserie. Twin jacks. Did my GTO on it.  

$450 obo.   
Will also take parts as partial trade 

Contact Rick Lyons (248) 802-7078 

I'm selling my '67 GTO. Call if you know of anyone looking.  

John Graham. (248) 877-3669 

FOR SALE 

1965 Tri Power 

Professionally rebuilt carburetor. Ready to bolt on. Comes with  
manifolds, gaslines, and intake. 

$1850 

Call Ken Orlowski  
(586) 243-5398 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 

For Sale 
(Continued) 
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Large selection of '60 Pontiac parts. Too many to list. If interested, 
call for details. 

Call Jerry Liske  
(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

FOR SALE: 

'67 GTO Ring and Pinion Carrier AXLE to AXLE 390 gear ratio, 
number matching '67 GTO. 

Came out of my '69 GTO. Not positive traction. Guaranteed. 
$300.00. 

Call Ken Vanniman@  
(810) 664-2576 Lapeer 

For Sale: Two (2) 1978 Trans Am's.  

#1 highly modified. Was Gold Special Edition, now black w/ hi perf 
drivetrain   
 
#2 base T/A, gold/camel; 66K miles, basically stock with a lot of   extra 
parts. All for $8500. Both cars run and lot drive. Both are my house.   

Contact Steve Darling 
(248) 891-0687 
email  steven.o.darling@gmail.com 

2007 ATC 32' All Aluminum Tri-Axle Trailer 

White, extruded aluminum floor, full cabinets. A/C and insulated. Smoothed 
sides in and out. Has generator box (no 
generator). Comes with awning, and 2 
spare wheels/tires. 

$19,000 

Contact Jeff Bourcier 
H: (810) 688-9110 
C: (810) 919-2492 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at                          
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the details 
(and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. 
Use us! 

mailto:bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com


 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

To all the Widetrackers, we hope that you had a great Christmas and a happy New Year.  

We just got back from a trip to San Francisco (sorry we missed the meeting!) and really 
enjoyed the 59 F weather that we had. And…we came back to a snowstorm.  

During the trip, we toured the USS Hornet which was an Essex Class WWII aircraft carrier 
that has been converted into a      
museum. This ship had the distinction 
of being the rescue vessel for Apollo 
11, and she also served a tour of duty 
during the Vietnam War. If you're ever 
in San Francisco, jump over to      
Alameda and tour the ship. The staff 
there are extremely friendly and more 
than willing to help out for the guided 
tours. They have great stories, and 
even better knowledge of the ship and 

ship operations. They told us that the tours for the engine room, and the flight deck would 
take 45 minutes each. Use that as a guideline. Our guides were very enthusiastic about the 
subject, and ours ran a little bit longer. Like, twice as long! 

Also on that trip we had to go to Alcatraz. It was a short trip out into San Francisco Bay to 
visit the prison. The tour is self-guided, and if you want, they supply you with headsets for 
additional information and history of the prison and its inhabitants. There were some      
restricted areas due to safety, but the prison was open to visitors. Ladies, they will not keep 
your husbands there for bad behaviour. Jenn tried. 

Now that we are back to the cold, and Autorama is drawing near, we find a new year of car 
cruises and burning rubber is upon us. Unless some of Michigan's Finest are around - then 
you tell the man in blue that it was just a whole lot of    exhaust smoke. Or blame the Ford 

next to you. Have a safe winter and look forward to spring. 

One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The Tracker 
is also available in an electronic format. If you'd prefer to 
receive it that way rather than get a printed hard copy 
mailed to you, just drop us an email, and we'll put you on 
the list. 

As always, keep it between the ditches (and may all your 
burnouts be smoky ones—bleach optional).  

 
 

  ~Mike and Jenn ♥   
  jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

PS-We got the chance to see Lombard Street, the 
'World's Curviest Street'. With a top speed of 5mph, it's 
not exactly built for racing, but it's iconic, and if we weren't 
worried about destroying the bottom of the car by either  
a) driving over someone's garden or b) the wickedly steep 
grade of the hill, we'd love to take a classic down that 
baby! Just…tread carefully if you own a big luxury boat of a car! 

Editors' Two Cents 
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The Season of Giving 

The Widetrackers Reach Out 
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(Thanks to Susan Paurazas for the info—and hard work putting this together!) 
 

The Widetrackers are a generous bunch. Especially when it comes to   
helping people in need. This winter, the club participated in the Adopt-A-
Family donation program for the holidays. Widetracker member Susan 
Paurazas was in charge of coordinating things for us, and was pleased to 
pass on the following information for our members. 
 
With the approved donation from the club of $300, we were able to help out 
two families in need, each receiving $150. According to Susan, this money 
was used to cover a $50 holiday meal, $50 for the purchase of two outfits, 
and $50 for the purchase of two toys. 
 
The two families the club sponsored were from Pontiac. The first was a  
single mother with a four year old son who loves basketball, football, and 
like every kid, macaroni and cheese! Mom is working part time while she's 
attending college full time. Normally through this program, the adults are 
not provided with gifts; however, in this case, the mom had mentioned that 
she was in need of a winter coat, and one was given to her. 
 
The other family was a mom and dad with a three year old son who also 
loves basketball and football. (Maybe future athletes, hmm? Though we 
won't get into the Wolverines vs Spartans debate—not touching that one!) 
 
Susan said that these families appreciate what the Widetrackers have done 
for them, and she would personally like to express her thanks to the club for 
its generosity. 
 
In keeping with the giving theme, at the December meeting, the club      
collected donations of canned and non-perishable food goods to donate to 
FISH. Once again, the club members dug deep, and several bags of 
canned food were brought to the meeting to be distributed to those who 
needed a helping hand at this time of the year. 
 
Thank you, Widetrackers. It's nice to know that as a club, we can put our 
cars aside for a few minutes and remember our fellow man. Happy New 
Year to all! 

At the December club meeting, members 
stepped up and generously donated canned 
and non-perishable goods for those in need. 
 
Quite a collection! Thank you, Widetrackers! 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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SECRET ADMIRERS 
 
Mel walked into a post office just before Valentine’s day, he couldn’t help noticing a 
middle-aged, balding man standing in a corner sticking “Love” stamps on bright pink 
envelopes with hearts all over them. Then the man got out a bottle of Channel perfume 
from his pocket and started spraying scent over the envelopes. 

By now Mel’s curiosity had got the better of him, and so he asked the man what he 
was doing with all those cards. The man replied, “I’m sending out 500 Valentine cards 
signed, ‘Guess who?'” 

“But why?” asked Mel. 

“I’m a divorce lawyer,” the man replied. 

SAGE ADVICE 
 
A young woman got lost driving in a heavy snowstorm. A snowplow passed, so 
she started following it. After 30 minutes, the plow stopped, and the driver asked 
what she was doing. “My father always told me that if I got lost in a snowstorm, I 
should follow a plow,” the woman said. “Oh,” the driver replied. “Well, I’m almost 
done with this parking lot. If you want, you can follow me over to the next one.”  



 

 

WHEN IN DOUBT, ASK THE EXPERTS 
 
A local tribe asked their Chief in autumn if the winter was going to be cold or not. Not 
really knowing the answer, the chief replied that the winter was going to be cold and 
that the members of the village were to collect wood to be prepared. Being a good 
leader, he then found a phone booth and called the National Weather Service and 
asked, "Is this winter to be cold?" 
 
The man on the phone responded, "This winter is going to be quite cold indeed." 
 
Hearing this, the Chief goes back to his people to speed them up to collect even 
more wood. A week later he called the National Weather Service again, "Is it still 
looking to be a very cold winter?" 
 
"Yes", the man replied, "it's going to be a very cold winter." 
 
So the Chief goes back to his people and orders them to go and collect every scrap 
of wood they can find. Two weeks later he calls the National Weather Service again: 
"Are you absolutely sure that the winter is going to be very cold?" 
 
"Absolutely," the man says. "The Indians are collecting wood like crazy!" 

The Last Laugh 
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DEVIL IS IN THE DETAILS 

We purchased an old home in Northern Michigan from two elderly sisters. With   
winter fast approaching, I was concerned about the house's lack of insulation. 

"If they could live here all those years, so can we!" my husband confidently declared. 

One December night the temperature plunged to below zero, and we woke up to find 
interior walls covered with frost. My husband called the sisters to ask how they had 
kept the house warm. After a rather brief conversation, he hung up. 

"For the past 30 years," he muttered, "they've gone to Arizona for the winter." 



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  

If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  

POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  

See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  

Paul Bergstrom 

POCI Club Office Manager  

Now that spring is in the air, why not consider some Widetracker apparel? The club 
can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to place your order. Or, you can always 
bring in your own items to get the club logo put on them. You can have your items 
embroidered, or  silkscreened. It's a great way to show your Pontiac love, advertise 
the club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $10. We order the week before the 
monthly meeting, and you can either pick yours up 
there, or ask a friend to grab it for you if you can't 
attend in person. Sorry, but we don't send them 
through the post. (We'd hate to see them damaged!!) 

See him at the meetings, or contact him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via 
email at: bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Feb 9-10 Chrome and Ice Show Dort Federal Credit Union Event 
Center, Flint MI 

Feb 10 Club Meeting 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Feb 14 VALENTINE'S DAY—circle it. Do 
not forget. Do not pass GO. 

Someplace Romantic, Bring Flowers 
Chocolate/Jewellery Good Options 

Mar 2-4 Autorama  COBO Hall 
Detroit, MI 

Mar 10 Club Meeting 5:30p.m. Golling GMC 

Jun 9 Widetrackers Spring Dust-Off 
7:30a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Springfield Oaks County Park 
Davisburg, MI 

VARIOUS Countless car shows and events See Widetrackers.org for specific 
times and info! 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! 
The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our 
favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere we should see, pass your 
suggestions on to a member of the social committee—they'd love to hear from 
you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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New Members—
Welcome! 
What? No new members this cycle? How 
on earth did that happen?! Haven't you 
been telling everyone how great we are?! 

For those who don't know her, this is the lovely lady who takes care of 
all things paperwork for us! (We love you, Clarice!     )    
 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at        
(248)628-4280 or email  clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com .  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed 
on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 

mailto:clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com


 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2018 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Jerry Liske 

248-330-0209   248-969-2813 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  geraldliske@att.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Doug Blakeley   Dan Kane 

810-796-2044   248-396-6848 

dougblakeley5@aol.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Nancy Shinouskis   Wade Cleffman 

810-965-4810   810-2456032 

shinouskis@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Bob VanSickle    Clarice Humphrey 

810-338-1943   248-628-4280 

bpvan231@aol.com  clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com  

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Boersma, Cleffman, Armstrong,   

Humphrey, Long & Kokenos families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model  #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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