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Hello fellow Widetrackers! 

I am writing this on May 11, and what a beautiful April day it is! Instead of        
sunshine, it's cold and raining. And back in April, we had March winds and even 
colder temperatures. Don't you just love this global warming? But, I'm not       
complaining, really; any day with Harley is a great day.  

Cruising season started May 1st, and it really was a beautiful day. The            
temperature was in the 70's and lots of sunshine. I saw a lot of our fellow       
members out at Culver's. It was incredible; there must have been well over 350 
cars there. If you didn't know, the Culver's cruise in is the first local one of the  
season. It is good to see that the interest in classic cars is still going strong. 

The Lapeer cruise in started the following Monday, but I missed it because I was 
trying to fix a turn signal problem on my son's cargo van. I should have just gone, 
because I didn't get it fixed. I told him to just not make left turns and it would be 
fine. 

Our Dustoff Show is coming up on June 9th.This is our only fundraiser for the 
club, so hopefully we will have great member participation. The monies raised 
from this show help to pay some of the costs for the other events we participate in 
throughout the year. Even if for some reason you cannot bring your Pontiac, 
please still register your car. The charities we help will appreciate it. If we, as 
members, don't attend our own show, how can we expect other people to attend? 
Remember, we are still involved with the Pontiac Tri-Power Shows again this 
year, partnering with Sellers and Motor City. So please try to go to all three 
shows. You might see a few Pontiacs that you have never seen before. 

On the home front, Harley is eight months old and no longer a little puppy. She is 
now a little dog, and that means she has stopped chewing shoelaces and her 
favorite throw rug. She is a great companion and watch dog. 

I was lucky this spring. It turns out I hooked the battery 
tenders up correctly this winter, so all the Pontiacs  
started right up - even the Grandville. 

And finally, I'm sad to say that there were some deaths 
among our membership. We will miss them, and my 
sincere condolences go out to their families and loved 
ones. 

Well, it's time to go play with said Harley and the     
Pontiacs. Don't forget about our upcoming shows; hope 
to see everyone there. 

 

 
Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

Widetrackers.org—Internet Cloud Platform History (Part I) 

This article is the fifth in a series of articles, and 
first regarding cloud platforms, that I am writing for 
the Tracker explaining some common computer 
and internet terminology. These articles are     
intended as an introduction for those with a basic     
understanding and use of computers and the   
internet. 
 

An Internet Cloud Platform is a network of   
computers providing computing and data storage 
services to customers through access over the 
internet. Many companies including Microsoft, Google, Apple, Amazon, 
and IBM have created cloud platforms to serve their customers. 
 

The saying, “What is old is new again” is applicable to internet cloud   
platforms. The idea of a cloud platform, where a large computer device 
services many remote customers, originated in the 1960’s along with 
muscle cars and mini-skirts. The IBM/System 360 and Digital Equipment 
Corporation’s VAX mainframe computers of the 1960’s were used by  
universities, data processing centers, and large businesses. Connected to 
these mainframe computers by a wired local network were “dumb”       
terminals. The concept was that the computing power of one expensive 
large powerful computer could be accessed and shared by several      
inexpensive small terminals. The terminals were usually located in close 
proximity to the mainframe computer and did not require a special data 
transmission circuit.  

 

In the late 1970’s personal computers were invented. Personal computers 
(PCs) initially provided individuals with word processing, document     
storage, and calculators. At first, PCs were very expensive, but as     
computing power and applications increased, while prices simultaneously 
decreased, PCs became very popular. They became so popular that they 
replaced the “dumb” terminals in universities and big corporations. Large 
mainframe computers were assigned to large computing tasks while    
employees were provided with desktop PCs to do their individual jobs. 
However, these PCs were often electronically connected by wired local 
networks.  
 

In the early 1990’s the modern public internet evolved from the U.S.   
Government’s computer network communication system which was     
developed in the 1960’s, of course. This public internet allowed            

(Continued on page 4) 
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networking of all personal computers that had telephone access to the 
internet computer servers. At first, the copper wire dial-up transmission 
speeds were very slow. But with advances in telecommunication        
technology, particularly fiber optics, transmission speeds increased     
exponentially over the decade.  
 

In the early 2000’s new personal technology devices such as iPhones, 
laptops, and digital cameras appeared. These devices, along with high 
definition video streaming, required huge quantities of telecommunication 
transmission capacities and data storage. Cloud platforms were           
introduced in the mid 2000’s, by computer and internet companies as a 
solution to individuals and businesses to accommodate the new demands 
of the digital age.  
 

Previously, PCs had replaced dumb terminals and the internet replaced 
local wired networks by providing networking of all PCs regardless of   
distance through the phone system. Now, networked computer servers 
(the cloud) provides an alternative to mainframe computers in addition to 
providing several brand new services. 
 

Next in this series – “Cloud Platforms for Individuals and Businesses”.  

 

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to cover in a 
future edition to the club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

Widetrackers.org-Tips and Tricks 
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The Struggle Is Real 

By Mike Bartley 

The headlight motor - out of the car and 
covered with 35 years of filth. 

 The eighties were a fantastic time, were they not? We had horrible fashions, like leg 
warmers, parachute pants, and shoulder pads. Aqua Net made sure women could 
have that big, big hair, and guys had their 'business up front, party in the back' mullets. 
The Corvette was blessed with an anemic 165 HP engine. But they got one thing right: 
instead of vacuum actuated headlight doors, the way was paved for electric ones. 
 
Now, those of us who have some class bought the Pontiacs with the flip-up headlights. 
The Firebird and the Fiero essentially used the same motors for their headlights, but 
there were a few subtle differences. The first is that the gears used inside the motors 
were slightly different. Where the Firebird had more straight-cut gears, the Fiero's were 
a more helical style of gearing. And second, the electrical ends were different. But with 
a set of snips, some strippers (the wire kind, guys), crimpers, butt connectors, shrink 
tube, and a heat gun, you can change them over in a matter of minutes (as well make 
you work bench into a total disaster area). But the most important difference is that the 
Firebird left headlight motor is the Fiero's right and vice versa.  
 
Since a Fiero is what we have in our driveway, we called upon our friends at The Fiero 
Store to order up some new billet aluminum gears for the Fiero. Once the headlight 
assembly was out and the motor was detached from the headlight assembly the work 
could begin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first step was to remove the electrical connections with the motor brushes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since the factory decided to assemble all of the motors with rivets, all of the rivets had 
to be drilled out to get it apart. Thanks, GM. So we busted out the drill and slowly 
drilled out the factory rivets. Look carefully - some are in awkward places so make sure 
you get them all. 
 
The motor case was carefully pried apart. Note CAREFULLY. After 35 years, the   
plastic can be brittle. Work slowly and evenly from all sides, and remember that there 
is some silicone sealant holding it all together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The electrical connections and motor 
brushes were removed. 

The motor case was gently 
pried apart. 



 

 

Once the case was apart, the case was inspected. Now was the time to grab the   
brother-in-law's toothbrush and start the 'fun' job of cleaning all the parts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once cleaned, the old gear was pressed on and off. In our case, a bench vise and a 
couple of deep sockets came to the rescue. Do not use a hammer on any of the parts, 
as they can become warped or damaged and may not sit correctly in the housing. And 
if that happens, what's the point of doing this repair again? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The gears were reassembled using liberal amounts of grease. At this point during the 
assembly, it's important to take note of how the upper seal is going in. If it's not seated 
fully, it can prevent the motor from moving up and down in the casing and losing     
contact with the switching assembly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The factory seal was replaced with some clear silicone, and instead of repopping the 
rivets that came with the kit, some machine screws with Nylock nuts were used instead 
to make it easier for future servicing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During our inspection, we noted that the brushes in the motor were looking a little 
worse for wear. A call was placed to Rodney Dickman for a motor brush kit. The nice 
thing about his service parts was that the brushes were larger than the stock ones 
which means they'll make more contact with the motor assembly. The last piece we 
needed was Silver Conductive Epoxy. This was sourced from Amazon.com. It's not 
cheap; after the bill was settled it was felt like we'd been abducted by aliens - but it was 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Start cleaning. Notice the billet aluminum 
gear to the left of the motor housing. This 
will replace the stock plastic factory gear. 
All that old silicone has to be scraped off, 
and a dental pick will help to get the 
greasy crud out of the shaft. Yes, that 
means each notch. 

Instead of the rivets from the Fiero 
store we opted for some machine 
screws and some Nylock nuts. This 
will be very helpful if servicing in 
the future is required. 

Although tempting to use a hammer 
for assembly and disassembly, 
please use a press and patience. Be 
gentle. Not the ham-fisted oaf your 
other half accuses you of being. 

Assemble the motor back together 
using ample amounts of grease 
around the gears. They say less is 
more, but in this case, more is more.  



 

 

a necessary expense. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The old brushes were removed from the electrical contacts. Fortunately, this was easily 
done with burly fingers and a complete disregard for safety. The surface was then 
prepped with some emery cloth and wiped down with some brake cleaner. The epoxy 
was mixed up as per the instructions and used sparingly. The brushes were then 
dipped in the resin and affixed to the contact ends. Some alligator clips were used to 
secure the brushes for the duration of the drying time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next day the electrical connections and motor brushes were inserted back into the 
motor housing and the cover was reinstalled. The headlight assembly was installed 
back into the car and connected back up. Just before calling it quits we also sourced 
Amazon for headlight relays. Standard Auto Electric still makes them for the Fiero (part 
number RY130).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The best part was taking care of the One Eyed Willy. 
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We let the resin dry overnight. ...Okay it 
was late and we wanted to go to bed.  

Silver Epoxy comes from Amazon and 
pretty much costs your soul. 

Two headlights up at the same time!! 

New relays were also purchased just to 
be on the safe side. They're pretty 
cheap, and since the assembly was 
already out of the car, it was simple 
enough to do. 



 

 

In 1955, Indianapolis 500 winner Bob Sweikert won that year’s Pace Car, a 
1955 Chevy Bel-Air convertible. His son got a nearly identical matching 
pedal car. A tribute of that pedal car is now on display in the Gilmore     
Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is an old expression that says, “Insanity is hereditary. You get it from 
your kids”. While this wisdom of Job cannot be denied, our kids do        
influence us to purchase things that we probably would not normally      
consider. So we buy Happy Meals, Beanie Babies, Hot Wheels, and a 
plethora of other things for our kids without too much consideration or 
thought.  

Car companies know this, and they try to do this to us as well, by using our 
kids against us. And don't think that just because a child is much too young 
to drive that precludes them from becoming a target of corporate          
marketing and advertising. Pontiac certainly took full advantage of it. And 
they would often do it by placing a matching kid-sized pedal car next to an 
actual car. The pedal car and new car were painted as nearly identical to 
each other as you could possibly get. 

The idea behind this strategy was that child would see their pint-sized   
version of the car (often before mom and dad would, as kids are wont to 
do). They, in turn, would beg and plead with mom and dad to get them to 
buy them the pedal car—one of the most popular toys of the time. The 
thing about that strategy is this: this technique works - to an extent. The 
whining usually would force mom and dad to take a second, or perhaps 
even a third look at a car that they might not have done otherwise. And 
from that, a car sale might even result from it—especially if the toy car 
came as part of the sales package. It’s a remarkably effective sales     
technique when you think about it. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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L: 1955 Indy 500 winner Bob Sweikert is presented with his 1955 Bel-Air while his 
son gets his very own matching pedal car. If you ask me, the kid looks more excited 
than his father! 
 
 
R: A replica of that pedal car on display in the Gilmore Museum (photo by Dennis 
Carol) 



 

 

Ponitac and its dealers have certainly done this over the years. One of the 
oldest known Pontiac pedal cars was produced for a Christmas party back 
in 1935 where the pedal cars were made to look like Silver Streaks. Later, 
a 1938 Pontiac sitting next to its smaller half was the textbook example of 
how to market to the entire family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
More recent versions were undertaken in the 1980s with the Indianapolis 
500 Pace cars – both the Fiero and the Trans Am had either child-sized 
pedal or electric cars made to match them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This practice has died down in recent years, largely due to the public    
disinterest in pedal and/or electric kiddie cars as a whole. Still, there are 
some rather elaborate electric Jeeps, Hummers, Corvettes, and even   
Cadillac SUVs on the market these days. So, while certainly not as     
common, it's likely that this practice may continue into the future on a   
sporadic, dealership by dealership basis. However, it will never match the 

level of the pre-WWII and early post-WWII boom eras. 

Pedal Cars 
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L: Children playing in s fleet of Silver Streak pedal cars. Bets on how many 
wound up under Christmas trees that year? 
 
R: A dealership showcases a Pontiac pedal car right next to its grownup 
counterpart. Mom and Dad might ignore the new car lineup, but you can 
bet Junior's going to have his eyes locked on that sweet mini-ride! 

L: Indy 500 Fieros—the matching Pace and pedal car on display at the Pontiac 
Oakland Museum in Pontiac, IL (photo by Dennis Carol) 
 
R: A 1989 Trans Am electric pedal car (big brother is just behind it). 



 

 
Remembering Ron 

A Fellow Widetracker Leaves Our Ranks 
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Anyone who has been a 
member of the club for 
any length of time will 
remember Ron Polus. He 
and his late wife Carole 
were prominent figures, 
and could always be 
counted on to volunteer 
for anything the club 
needed help with. Most 
notably, Ron and Carole 
were always among the 
first to volunteer for the 
Dust-Off. Carole would be 

inside, helping with Registration, and Ron was just outside, putting his 
years of knowledge to work as he helped determine which class the 
show cars fell into. 

A former Army veteran, Ron had that 
military seriousness, but underneath 
lurked a wickedly dry sense of      
humour. Sometimes we didn't know if 
he was serious or not until we saw 
that crooked smirk appear! He was a 
quiet man, and didn't waste his time 
on meaningless words, but when he 
spoke, everyone listened. And he did 

like to talk about his Pontiac. It was a gorgeous 1965 Bonneville      
convertible, and he and Carole could be seen at many a car show or 
cruise driving around with the top down and just enjoying life. 

Sadly, we lost Carole back in 2016, but Ron continued to be active with 
the club, coming out and supporting the various activities. It was with 
heavy hearts that we learned of his passing in mid-April, and this year's 
Dust-Off won't be quite the same without him. But, we take some    
comfort in knowing that Ron and Carole are together again. And, as we 
set out for our different 
cruises this year, we can 
fondly imagine that the two 
of them are sitting in that 
big old Bonneville, the top 
down, and driving off along 
the Road of Life to their 
next great adventure. 

We'll miss you, Ron! 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there 
is always food with fellowship. Our monthly     
pot-luck suppers are always an amazing sight to 
behold, and over the course of the night     
someone is bound to ask someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for 
members to share some of their signature    
dishes with the group, and hopefully, you can 

find a new favourite among the offerings! 
 

Peanut Butter Cake 
 
Cake 

 1 teaspoon salt 

 2 cups flour 

 2 cups sugar 

 2 sticks butter or margarine (1 cup) 

 1/2 cup peanut butter 

 1 cup water 

 2 eggs 

 1 teaspoon vanilla 

 1/2 cup sour milk (add 1 teaspoon vinegar to milk) 

 1 teaspoon baking soda 
Frosting 

 3/4 stick butter or margarine (6 tablespoons) 

 1/2 cup peanut butter 

 1 lb powdered sugar 

 6 tablespoons milk 
 
1. In a large bowl, mix salt, flour and sugar and set aside 

2. Bring the butter, peanut butter and water to a boil, then pour over the flour  

mixture and mix well. 

3. When cooled, add in eggs, vanilla, milk and baking soda. 

4. Pour into a baking sheet (large cookie sheet) that has been sprayed with non 

stick cooking spray or lined with parchment and bake at 350F for about 20 

minutes. 

5. For the frosting, bring butter and peanut butter to a boil.  

6. Remove from heat and add powdered sugar and milk. 

7. Let frosting cool slightly, then spread on cake while it's still warm. 

 

 

(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 
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The Spring Dust-Off is not just an 
amazing car show featuring a 
whole field full of beautiful GMCs, 
Pontiacs and Oaklands, it's also 
the club's one major fundraiser 
for the year. Trophies are   
awarded in several different  
categories, and while  members 
aren't eligible to vote, their cars 
can still be voted on by general 
spectators, so register your car 
and stay to work the event to help 
make it a success.  

The vendor area consists of two covered barns with concrete floors, and a huge outdoor 
grassy area. In the past, there have been more than thirty vendors on hand, selling just 
about anything you can imagine. There's also a swap meet on site, and a car corral where 
vehicles of all makes and models are up for sale! And what would a Widetracker event be 
without a concession area available for you to get a bit of a snack when you're ready for a 
break? 

Once again, we're working with Motor City POCI and Sellers to triple your fun this      
summer.  At the Dust-Off, you'll get a punch card. Attend all three car shows and you'll be 
entered into a drawing for some pretty cool prizes! 

30th Annual Spring Dust-Off! 



 

 
 

 
13 30th Annual Spring Dust-Off! 

(Registration Form) 

Car Show Classes 

 

A. Pontiac & Oakland (1908-1954) 

B. Pontiac (1955-1960) 

C. Pontaic (1961-1966) 

D. Pontiac (1967-Present) 

E. Little Indians (1961-1963) 

F. Lemans, Tempest, Beaumont, GT37, 
T37, Can Am (1964-1984) 

G. Grand Prix (1962-1968) 

H. Grand Prix (1969-Present) 

I. GTO (1964-1965) 

J. GTO (1966-1967) 

K. GTO & Judge (1968-1972) 

L. GTO, Grand Am & Acadian (1973-
2006) 

M. Firebird/Trans Am (1967-1969) 

N. Firebird/Trans Am (1970-1981) 

O. Firebird/Trans Am (1982-1992) 

P. Firebird/Trans Am (1993-2002) 

Q. Fiero (Stock, All Years) 

R. GMC Truck (All Years) 

S. Semi-Modified (Street Machines) 

T. Modified (Pro Stock) 

U. All Others (X Body, J Body, Transport, 
Commercial, Etc) 

V. Solstice 

W. G8 

X. Survivor Class (All vehicles 25 yrs+) 

 

**Note: Parisiennes are equal to Bonneville 
or Catalina of same year. 



 

 

 

For Sale 
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1987 Fiero SE. Red 

4-cyl, 5-speed. New tranny and 
rear brakes. New wiring. A/C. 
Very nice looking car, sporty, 
and fun to drive. Runs great! 

$3000 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

FOR SALE 

1965 Tri Power 

Professionally rebuilt carburetor. Ready to bolt on. Comes with  manifolds, 
gaslines, and intake. 

$1850 

Call Ken Orlowski  
(586) 243-5398 

FOR SALE (from Website:) 

 

Set of 4 1978-1982 Grand Prix Hub-
cap Wheel Covers, $75.00. 

 

 

 

CAR JACKET, made by Pine Ridge 
Enterprises, fits full size cars. Bought 
for a '64 Catalina. New in box, never 
used. Paid $250, selling for $185. 

 

Contact: Chuck or Clarice 
Humphrey  
(248) 628-4280  
clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

For Sale 
(Continued) 
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FOR SALE 
 
'60 Pontiac 389 engine + trans. Runs, but needs rebuild.  
$650 

Also, large selection of '60 Pontiac parts. Too many to list. If interested, call 
for details. 

Call Jerry Liske  
(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

FOR SALE: 

'67 GTO Ring and Pinion Carrier AXLE to AXLE 390 gear ratio, number 
matching '67 GTO. 

Came out of my '69 GTO. Not positive traction. Guaranteed. $300.00. 

Call Ken Vanniman@  
(810) 664-2576 Lapeer 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley. You can reach us either by email at 
jbartley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the details 
(and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. 
Use us! 

Selling HFT Gantry Crane, with dolly. Very Good Condition.  

$550 obo 

Also selling large rotisserie. Twin jacks. Did my GTO on it.  

$450 obo.  
Will also take parts as partial trade 

Contact Rick Lyons (248) 802-7078 

1952 Silver Streak Convertible 

Straight 8 w/ hydramatic 6-V system. 
Stock red w/ black top. Silver and red 
interior. Very good condition. 

 

If interested, call Dan Aldrich 
(248) 839-1483 
Leave voicemail if no answer. 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

I'm going to say it: winter is finally over. For now. Or, at least until a front comes in from over 
Lake Superior and spoils the day.  

Speaking of the weather, if it does not rain, it pours. At least on days off. When we're at 
work, it's beautiful, sunny and warm. We had a couple of projects that we were going to work 
on in the spring. One involved the truck. It had been burning oil for a while now, and it   
needed a new valve seals. Well, some Brodix heads 'fell into our laps', and the next thing 
you know, a simple valve job becomes new heads, new cam, fiddling with the carb to tune it 

correctly, and since everything's torn apart anyway, we 
might as well replace some parts that were not done 
properly in the first place. At this point, I need to make an 
amendment to a previous tech article I did on changing the 
belt system: 

When installing the serpentine belt onto the small block 
Ch#$%, make sure that you use lock washers under the 
bolts. After going five years without servicing it, every single 
bolt was loose on the serpentine system. Needless to say 
that has been corrected. 

Along with the truck, we learned that the Fiero needed a new alternator. (We took it out for a 
drive, and it made this god-awful noise going down the road). Instead of putting in the mighty 
78 amp stock one, we have upgraded to the 104 amp one from a later model Fiero. We also 
decided the heck with using a wrench to tighten the belt. We contacted a gentleman out of 
Nebraska who makes a bracket that allows for a GM tensioner from a Grand Am (2000-ish) 
to set the belt tension. (Seriously, the Fiero is the homunculus of the car world - pretty much 
any part can be adapted to fit!) This was awesome; less maintenance means more fun in the 
future! 

Finally, as this is being written, one of our daily drivers (Vibe) just decided to throw a check 
engine code. Apparently, my exhaust leak has finally caught up with me to where the     
computer's noticed it. 

God Help us…we love cars. 

We are looking forward to seeing all of you and your cars at the 
Dustoff, and for those of you who have been wondering, Magic 
Mike is back at Lowes Canada. 

One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The Tracker is also 
available in an electronic format. If you'd prefer to receive it that 
way rather than get a printed hard copy mailed to you, just drop 
us an email, and we'll put you on the list. 
 
As always, keep it between the ditches (and may all your      
burnouts be smoky ones—bleach optional).  
 
 ~Mike and Jenn ♥  
 jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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Ahh, summer. Warm 

days, cold drinks...and 

gnomes in mankinis. 



 

 

Short Shots 

Teeny Tidbits from the Widetracker World 
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Bill's Baby 
 
Remember the last Tracker? Remember reading about Bill's 
baby? You know, the really interesting article we posted about 
Bill Coombe and the super sweet '68 Aussie Parisienne he 
picked up to round out his collection? You remember now, 
right? It had right hand drive, a Chevy power plant…a future in 
yellow? 

Well, we just wanted to say…
FOOLED YOU! Yes, it was an 
April Fool's Day joke that was 
masterminded by none other 
than Bill himself! He thought it 

might be fun to tease the membership just a little, and 
not ones to pass up a good prank, we were right on 
board with aiding and abetting. 

Sad to say, Bill does not have a Pontiac in his stable. 
But it was a fun lark nonetheless! 

You may now resume your regularly scheduled friendly ribbing of Mr. Coombe! 

 

POCI Milestone Awards 

For those who may not know, back in January, POCI published 
an article on www.poci.org announcing various membership  
milestones. Beginning at the five year mark, and in five year   
increments after that, they award collectable milestone pins every 
time one of its members crosses a milestone mark in a given 
year. 

For 2018, Mike Woody and the late Larry Vader were both  
awarded twenty-five year pins from POCI, two of one hundred 
and twelve this year, nation-wide. This is an incredible      
achievement, which shows the continued dedication, loyalty and 
support these men give to their club. These days, not many    
people can commit to something for twenty-five days, let alone for 

twenty-five years! 

And of course, standing behind them always were their wives, Mary Woody and 
Judy Vader. These ladies were with them at practically 
every event their husbands attended, and their support 
should be recognized, too! 

Congratulations to our club members. And thank you for 
continuing to support both the Widetrackers, and POCI! 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 

18 

A KNOCK ON THE DOOR 
 
Wednesday morning the weather was too bad to play golf, and I found myself 
bored with nothing to do. Suddenly there was a knock on the door. I opened it to 
find a young, well dressed man standing there who said, “Hello, sir. I'm a        
Jehovah's Witness, and I'd love to sit and talk with you." 
 
So I said, "Come on in and sit down then." I offered him a fresh cup of coffee and 
asked, "So what do you want to talk about?" 
 
He said, "Beats the hell out of me. Nobody's ever let me in before.." 

SENIOR LOGIC 

An elderly man, from Georgia, was going up to bed, when his wife told him that 
he'd left the light on in the garden shed, which she could see from the bedroom 
window. He opened the back door to go turn off the light, but saw that there were 
people in the shed stealing things. He phoned the police, who asked if someone 
was in the house. He said "No," but some people are breaking into my garden 
shed and stealing from me. 

Then the police dispatcher said, "All patrols are busy. You should lock your doors 
and an officer will be along when one is available."  

The old guy said, "Okay." He hung up the phone and counted to 30. Then he 
phoned the police again. "Hello, I just called you a few seconds ago because 
there were people stealing things from my shed. Well, you don't have to worry 
about them now because I just shot them." and he hung up. 

Within five minutes, six police cars, a SWAT team, a helicopter, two fire trucks, 
and an ambulance showed up at the residence, and caught the burglars red-
handed. 

One of the policemen said to the old guy, "I thought you said that you'd shot 
them!" 

The wise old man said, "I thought you said there was nobody available!" 



 

 

AN OLD GUY WALKS INTO A BAR... 
 
An old guy walks into a bar and after ordering a drink, the bartender asks for ID. 
"You've got to be kidding," he said. "I'm almost 60 years old." The bartender 
apologized, but said he had to see the license. The guy showed his ID, then 
paid with a $10 and told the bartender to keep the change. "The tip's for carding 
me," he said.  
 
The bartender put the change in the tip cup. "Thanks," he said, and as the man 
walked away, he chuckled. "Works every time."  

The Last Laugh 
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MEMORY 
 

A couple in their nineties were both having problems remembering things. During 
a checkup, the doctor told them that they were physically okay, but might want to 
start writing things down to help them remember. Later that night, while watching 
TV, the old man got up from his chair. 'Want anything while I'm in the kitchen?”  

"Will you get me a bowl of ice cream?" 

"Sure.." 

"Don't you think you should write it down so you can remember it?" she asked. 

"No, I can remember it.." 

"Well, I'd like some strawberries on top, too. Maybe you should write it down, to 
remember?" 

He said, "I can remember that. You want a bowl of ice cream with strawberries." 

"I'd also like whipped cream. I'm certain you'll forget that - write it down?" she 
asked. 

Irritated, he said, "I don't need to write it down, I can remember ice cream with 
strawberries and whipped cream - I got it, for goodness sake!" Then he toddled 
off into the kitchen. After about 20 minutes, the old man returned and handed his 
wife a plate of bacon and eggs.  

She stared at the plate for a moment. "Where's my toast?" 



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  

If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  

POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  

See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  

Paul Bergstrom 

POCI Club Office Manager  

Now that spring is in the air, why not consider some Widetracker apparel? The club 
can help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to place your order. Or, you can always 
bring in your own items to get the club logo put on them. You can have your items 
embroidered, or silkscreened. It's a great way to show your Pontiac love, advertise the 
club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $10. We order the week before the 
monthly meeting, and you can either pick yours up 
there, or ask a friend to grab it for you if you can't 
attend in person. Sorry, but we don't send them 
through the post. (We'd hate to see them damaged!!) 

See him at the meetings, or contact him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via 
email at: bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Jun 2 Club Meeting 
5:30p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Jun 9 Widetrackers Spring Dust-Off  
7:30a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Springfield Oaks County Park 
Davisburg, MI (1st Tri-Power Show) 

Jun 21 Golling Charity Car Show 
4:00p.m.—8:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Jun 23/24 Sloan Museum Auto Fair 
Sat 9:00a.m.—5:00p.m. 
Sun 9:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Crossroads Village 
Flint, MI 

Jul 4 Hadley 4th of July Parade 
11:00a.m. 

Hadley  Rd and Pratt Rd 
Hadley, MI 

Jul 14 Motor City POCI Pontiac Roundup 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Baker's of Milford 
Milford, MI (2nd Tri-Power Show) 

Jul 14 Club Meeting 
5:30p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Jul 19 Golling Charity Car Show 
4:00p.m.—8:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Jul 22 Widetrackers Summer Picnic 
1:00p.m.—6:00p.m. 

Wade&Carol's 
2351 Morris Rd, Lapeer, MI 

Jul 28 OCHS Ice Cream Social 
11:00a.m.—5:00p.m. 

Pine Grove Historical Museum 
Pontiac, MI (contact Cindy Jahn for info) 

Aug 4 Golling Charity Cruise 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

'Shop With Heroes' Village-wide 
Downtown Lake Orion 
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New Members—Welcome! 
Beth Ballard—St. Clair Shores 

Larry Bendall—Bridgeport 

Robert & Diana Klauka—Lapeer 

Virgil Sedlak—White Lake 

Brad Tuson—Lake Orion 

For those who don't know her, this is the lovely lady who takes care of all things 
paperwork for us! (We love you, Clarice!     )  And don't forget—membership 
dues were due May 1. Don't make her have to act the enforcer! 
 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at (248) 628-4280 or 
email clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com .  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed on the 
Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 

mailto:clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com


 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2018 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Jerry Liske 

248-330-0209   248-969-2813 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  geraldliske@att.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Doug Blakeley   Dan Kane 

810-796-2044   248-396-6848 

dougblakeley5@aol.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Nancy Shinouskis   Wade Cleffman 

810-965-4810   810-2456032 

shinouskis@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Bob VanSickle    Clarice Humphrey 

810-338-1943   248-628-4280 

bpvan231@aol.com  clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com  

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Boersma, Cleffman, Armstrong,   

Coombe, Humphrey, Long & Kokenos families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 

23 



 

 

J
&

M
 B

a
rtle

y
, E

d
s

 
M

ic
h

ig
a

n
 W

id
e

tra
c
k
e
rs

 
2
0
1
4
 H

o
lla

n
d

 A
v
e
, #

2
2
5

 
P

o
rt H

u
ro

n
, M

I 4
8
0
6
0
 

In
 G

o
d

 W
e
 T

ru
st 


