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Hello Widetrackers! 

I hope that everyone is enjoying this summer. It sure has been warm over 
the past couple of weeks. But then, this is what we wait for all winter, 
right? Well, maybe not 90 degrees and high humidity, but it's still better 
than -10 degrees and a blizzard. 

The Dust Off went really well considering the rain we had. I want to thank 
all of the volunteers. What a great job everyone did! We had 72 pre-
registrations, and 12 registrations that day. That's not anywhere near our 
normal numbers, but we can't control the weather. I think everyone who 
drove their Pontiacs out that day deserved a trophy. But, that's what   
Pontiacs are meant to do: be driven. 

Cruise season is heating up and getting busy. The Motor City Show, 
which is the second of the Tri-Power shows, took place on the 14th, and 
Golling had another of its shows on the 19th. And coming up, there's the 
Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social in Pontiac, and the Veteran's Show at 
Culvers, both on the 28th. There are so many more, plus weekly cruises, 
so you're going to have to sit down with the calendar and try to choose. 

I sometimes kid about never owning a Pontiac, but that's done all in fun. I 
have been around Pontiacs all of my life. My dad worked as an electrician 
at Pontiac Motors for thirty years. With the exception of a 1954 Olds, all 
he ever owned were Pontiacs. So, of course my first car was a 1966  

Pontiac Tempest Custom. I painted my mother-in-
law's garage for a 1959 Catalina, and then bought 
a 1968 GTO convertible - and nothing but       
Pontiacs ever since. Well, except for a 1994 Olds 
Cutlass. A mistake which we traded in for a Grand 
Prix. So, even though I joke about owning       
Pontiacs, I am a Pontiac fan forever. I even 
worked at Pontiac Motors for 42 years as a      
millwright. 

By the time you all read this, our picnic will have 
been and passed. I hope that everyone was able 
to attend. For now, let's all get out and drive and 
enjoy our beautiful Pontiacs. And that even      

includes my 1973 sunlight yellow Grandville! 

Take care and see you all at the shows. 

 

 
Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

Widetrackers.org—Internet Cloud Platform Services (Part II) 

This article is the sixth in a series of articles, and     
second regarding the subject of cloud platforms that I 
am writing for The Tracker explaining some common 
computer and internet terminology.  These articles are 
intended as an introduction for those with a basic    
understanding and use of computers and the internet. 
 

An Internet Cloud Platform is a network of computers 
providing computing and data storage services to    
customers through access over the internet.  The three 
standard cloud service models are Infrastructure as a 
Service (IaaS), Platform as a Service (PaaS), and 
Software as a Service (SaaS).  IaaS offers customers 
use of computer hardware on a pay-as-you-go basis, PaaS offers a development 
environment to application developers on a pay-as-you-go basis. SaaS offers 
customers use of computer software on a pay-as-you-go basis. However, to the 
average computer laymen, “The Cloud” is a combination of all three services   
albeit at the entry level position. 
 

How does one “get on the cloud”? This is very easy.  In fact, if you have a       
Microsoft Outlook email account, or a Google gmail account, you automatically 
have a cloud account associated with those two email services!  Microsoft’s cloud 
platform, called One Drive, offers 5GB of cloud space for free and Google’s cloud 
platform, called Google Drive, offers 15 GB of cloud space for free. Many other 
companies provide cloud platforms to the public, some for free and some for a 
fee.  
 

Microsoft’s One Drive and Google Drive offer the following three primary cloud 
platform services: 
   
Data Storage: A primary function of cloud platforms are to provide data storage.  
Documents, photos, and videos can be uploaded, stored, and downloaded to and 
from a user’s cloud account.  Therefore, cloud space may be used as a back-up 
for all of a user’s files in case their computer crashes.  
 

Computing: Both Microsoft and Google offer word processing, spreadsheets, 
drawing, forms, and templates to exclusively use on their platforms for free.   
However, these are web application software documents and can be used only on 
their respective cloud platforms.  If you want to download/open to your PC a    
document which was created on a cloud platform with a web application, you will 
have to have a PC software application like Microsoft Office to do that.  So, there 
are compatibility issues to address.  
 

File Sharing: Once a document or photo has been uploaded, or created, to a 
cloud platform, those items are assigned a unique internet address link (URL). 
That link can then be “shared” via email to as many people as desired.  When an 

(Continued on page 4) 
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email recipient of the link clicks on the link they are taken to your cloud space 
where the document or photos are stored.  They may then view, download, or edit 
the items depending on how the link was setup.    
 

Many business use Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS) and Software as a Service 
(SaaS) to reduce IT costs and provide best business practices.  A business can 
significantly reduce its IT staff if it buys IT services from a cloud vendor.  The  
business does not have to spend money purchasing expensive sophisticated 
computer servers and software programs that generally become obsolete or   
require expensive upgrades within a year.  Instead the business can simply     
purchase on a pay-as-you-go basis the latest technology services and not worry 
about maintaining or upgrading their own equipment. An analogy would be      
purchasing electricity from a Power Utility Company versus buying electrical   
power generating equipment and hiring staff to operate the equipment to make 
your own electricity. 
 

How did “Cloud” platforms get their name?  One reasonable explanation is that 
engineers initially used a simple cloud symbol on schematics to represent the 
sophisticated internet computer network system when showing the various digital 
devices (computers/iphones/camers) that may be connected directly to it. A side 
benefit to the name is that cartoonists and comedians added humor to the       
otherwise technical subject matter: 

 

Next in this series – “Cloud Platforms – Beware”   

 

Please send me any questions or topics you would like me to cover in a future 
edition to the club email (widetrackers@gmail.com).  

Widetrackers.org-Tips and Tricks 
(Continued) 
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How Important Is Your Rad Cap? 

By Bob Klauka 

 Water is a strange critter. We all know that it 
boils at 212 degrees F in an open container (at 
sea level) and it freezes at 32 degrees F. For 
this discussion, we'll be concentrating on the 
boiling side of the equation. 
 
The problem starts in a car's cooling system 
when the engine produces heat above the 
boiling point of water. If the cooling system 
was left open, the water would boil away and 
we would have to refill it quite often.  
 
So, the obvious solution is to put a cap on the 

system. Any system, whether it be a driveline or a cooling system, can be 
compared to a chain. And as we all know, a chain is only as strong as its 
weakest link. 
 
A major problem with the cap is how to control the over pressurization of 
the system. If the engine produces more heat than can be controlled, and 
the pressure rises above the breaking point of the weakest part of the 
system, there will be a catastrophic failure of the entire system. To deal 
with this, engineers designed a pressure relief spring in the cap to control 
the pressure. It, hopefully, will release water before some other expensive 
component fails. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Most caps are designed to release between 12 and 16 PSI. Unfortunately, 
as the cap ages, the release spring starts to get weaker or the seal begins 
to deteriorate, and water is lost. 
 
Here's another problem to consider. Most cars will hold a constant      
temperature above or near the boiling point of water, and in a closed   
system, if the water is allowed to boil constantly, the pressure will keep 
building until the cap releases. Now here's a 'cool' thing about the boiling 
water in a sealed system. The boiling point of water in a sealed system is 
approximately 240 degrees F. Consequently, an engine can safely heat 

(Continued on page 6) 
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As you can see from the drawing, as the 
system exerts pressure upwards, the 
spring compresses, and water is able to 
flow out into the overflow. 

It's small, it just sits there, and 
most of us never think about 
just how important this little 
thing really is! 



 

 

the water to much higher temps without increasing the steam in the      
system. 
 
WHY CAN'T WE OPEN A RADIATOR CAP ON A CAR THAT'S UP TO 
RUNNING TEMPERATURE? 
 
Never, ever, ever open a hot car's radiator cap! Here's why. Science has 
proven that when there is a large pressure change in a sealed cooling 
system that is operating above the boiling point of water, steam is instantly 
created. Since we've already said that the temperature of the water is well 
above the boiling point, when the cap is removed and the liquid water is 
changed to steam, it will geyser out of the radiator. I've seen it rise as 
much as three feet in the air. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The steam will cause second degree burns instantly, and if you don't cool 
your skin soon enough, third degree burns. 
 
NEXT TIME, WE'LL TALK ABOUT WHY WE USE COOLANT. 

How Important Is Your Rad Cap? 

(Continued) 
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Releasing the pressure in the 
system will instantly create a 
cloud of superheated steam and 
boiling coolant. 

Your radiator is under a surprising 
amount of pressure—imagine if 
you were standing in front of this 
car when this happened? 



 

 

In February of 2017, the family and I headed to Charlotte, North Carolina for a 
week so that Jacob could train with a pitching coach in preparation for his        
upcoming high school baseball tryouts. This gave us time to do some local     
sightseeing. One of our stops was to the Memory Lane Museum in nearby     
Moorseville, North Carolina. There, packed in amongst a plethora of Busch Grand 
National, Winston Cup, and Sprint Cup cars, next to a Harry Gant Skoal special, 
was a ’59 dragster powered by a GMC straight six engine. 

Now let’s face it, when you think of drag racing, you don’t think of GMC as doing 
anything other than providing a support vehicle. Yet right there in front of me was 
an example of a GMC power plant that went down the quarter-mile in 1959 at over 
129 mph. Not bad for a straight six that produced slightly more than one        
horsepower per cubic inch. I made some enquiries, but to date, Memory Lane has 
not returned any of my requests for more information on this car. 

In the meantime, I have been able to find out more general information about the 
racing history of the GMC straight six engine thanks to Al Teague’s dragster, a 320 
cu-in, naturally aspirated dragster that is part of the Speedway Motors Museum 
collection in Lincoln, Nebraska. It ran a best of 152 mph. The Jimmy six is a   
largely forgotten power plant today, yet it had a good design, was meticulously 
assembled, and had a surprising array of go-fast parts procured from talented, 
ingenious experimenters which made it very successful back in the day. It seems 
racing Jimmy sixes reached its height in the late 1950s and very early 1960s. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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It does exist! A 1959 GMC dragster on display in the Memory Lane Museum in       

Mooresville, NC. Not a lot of information is out there on this rare beast, but it was capable 

of travelling a respectable 129 mph. That's not your papa's delivery van! 

Al Teague's dragster, and the GMC (Jimmy) Six engine. This one has been modified from 

stock, but it was a great motor for its time, eventually falling out of favour in the 1960s. 

Photos from Speedway Motors Museum, Lincoln NE 



 

 

Many factors made the Jimmy six a successful engine. It was a strong, robust   
design that was born out of demanding commercial hauling; something GMC    
obviously excelled at. The design of the original Jimmy six overhead valve cylinder 
head was originally developed out the Chevy “Stovebolt” six. In its stock form, the 
Jimmy six had inefficient porting - with three siamesed intake ports and four      
exhaust ports on the same side of the engine. Wayne Horning was one of the first 
people to develop and take advantage of the engine’s potential. Just days prior to 
the start of WWII, Horning designed a 12-port cylinder for the Chevy six that had 
cross-flow breathing capability. After the war, Horning designed and built a 12-port 
head for the post-war Jimmy six as well. Most of these heads were produced by 
Horning’s soon-to-be former partner, Harry Warner, under the company name 
“Wayne Manufacturing Co.”. 

The new head’s valves were vertical, opening into shallow combustion chambers. 
Compression ratios ran as high as 12:1 using a homebrew fuel mixture. Light-
weight pistons were made by Frank Venolia. Fuel typically was supplied by a    
Hilborn constant flow fuel injection system. The use of 5 Carter single barrel      
carburetors was also not uncommon for drag racing. Running on straight alcohol, a 
well-tuned Wayne-headed Jimmy six delivered better than one horsepower per 
cubic inch displacement. This level of power tested the engine’s durability, but 
compared much more favorably cost wise with the rather mega-expensive (for the 
day) purpose-built 270 cu-in Offenhausers. 

Al Teague’s 320 cubic inch GMC-Wayne -headed six powered roadster would do 
mid-120 mph trap speeds in the quarter mile and turn low 11 ETs. When they put 
the same Jimmy six into an early rail dragster chassis, speeds jumped to 137 mph 
and high 10 ETs. Turning to nitromethane fuel, that raised the trap speed of the 
dragster to 152 mph, a startling accomplishment for any unblown 320 cubic inch 
engine and nothing short of miraculous for a “truck” engine that was (and probably 
still is) considered well outside the mainstream of performance development. When 
Teague put a Hilborn injected Chevy V8 in the same dragster chassis, times 
dropped into the 8’s and trap speeds climbed into the low 170’s. Inevitably, the 
Jimmy six became outdated and obsolete, but it had shown what it could do. 

To read more about the history and development of the Horning cylinder head, 

check out the Inliners International website (inliners.org) and read Herbert Hall’s 
9-part series on the subject (hit the Historical tab on the left hand side to bring up 
the series). This group is dedicated to all inline engines. 

GMC Goes to the Drags 

(Continued) 
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Modified GMC Inline 6 dragster engine,. This one has Wayne Overhead Valve Head, 5 
Carter single throat Carburetors, McGurk Intake, Mallory Magneto, Nicson Valve Cover 

Photos from Speedway Motors Museum, Lincoln NE 



 

 

I purchased the car on June 
of 1998.  It's a Pontiac 6000 
LE (2.8L) wagon and I only 
paid $550.00 for it back in the 
day.  I found it in Lake Orion, 
MI and it only had 93,000 
miles on it at the time. 

I originally bought the car 
mainly for doing my paper 
route.  At the time I was     

delivering 1400 papers and I was on the road for 8 to 12 hours at a time 
(not including any substitute routes). This car has had some good and bad 
times.  Its first day of work, temperatures were over 90 degrees. Fourteen 
hours of driving took its toll, and it blew up the transmission. We tried to 
nurse it along for another two years, but it finally gave up. We had a new 
one put in, and it lasted until four years ago. We have had to change the 
engine cradle once, we made the body stronger and added some metal 
supports here and there. It's had a new transmission put in, it's lost its  
axle. Twice. And one time, we had to drive it home backwards.  Boy oh 
boy, that was probably the longest twenty minutes ever.  It has gone for a 
swim which caused it to become hydro-locked. But for the most part, it has 
been a great car!   

It stopped clocking its mileage 
eight years ago at 250,000 
miles.  I am almost certain it 
has close to 500,00 miles on it 
now.  The miles really don't 
count, but it's the hours that 
do. Every weekend, it's like 
driving to Tennessee and 

(Continued on page 10) 
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For those of you who attended the 4th of July Parade in Hadley, you may      
remember seeing a rather remarkable Pontiac on the marshalling field. 

This car wasn't a trailer queen. It hadn't won Concours d'Elegance.  In fact, to 
look at it, most people probably wondered if its presence in a parade might even 
be a mistake. But we fell in love with it. And we had to know more! 

Below is the story of 'Pour Mater', owned by David Peskey, a rather delightful 
gentleman we had the pleasure of speaking with. He jokes about his car, but 
underneath the lighthearted teasing, you can tell this is a man who loves his car. 
And if there's one takeaway we want you to have, it's this: it doesn't matter what 
it looks like. Just get out there and drive it. Have fun with it. Let your car do what 
it was born to do. Drive it, and enjoy it. 



 

 
The Life of 'Pour Mater' 

(Continued) 
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back. 

For a car that has been on 
a regular maintenance 
schedule (with normal    
repairs), it just keeps on 
going.  It might not be   
pretty, but it's one of the 
hardest working Pontiacs 
alive.  "How much longer?" 
people ask, and I tell them 
we'll have to wait and see.  
There isn't much left on the 

car to hold it together.  I believe its days are numbered unfortunately. 
"Pour Mater". 

To us, this Pontiac 6000 LE is the embodiment of 'car enthusiast'. This poor old 
wagon is rusted and dented, the paint is faded and chipped, lots of things no 
longer work, but this car is loved and it's driven. It sees the elements and the 
open road. It works hard, each imperfection part of its life story. Too many of us 
worry too much about the trophies and the accolades, and we've forgotten what 
having a car should be about. It's about the open road and the wind in our hair, 
the roar of the engine, and how it feels when you shift just right and take that 
perfect curve as if riding on rails. It's about driving.  

And as for you, Mater…even though we know that one day you'll find yourself 
in that grand junkyard in the sky, until that day comes, keep being the crazy, 
quirky, fabulous car that you are. 

We're rooting for you. 

We hope that 'Pour Mater' 
still has many, many miles 
left, but when that day 
comes, we think Dave 
should continue the legacy 
and replace it with Mater 
2.0!!   
  ~Eds. 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there 
is always food with fellowship. Our monthly     
pot-luck suppers are always an amazing sight to 
behold, and over the course of the night     
someone is bound to ask someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for 
members to share some of their signature    
dishes with the group, and hopefully, you can 

find a new favourite among the offerings! 
 

Great Pumpkin Dessert (submitted by Pam Andrews) 
 

 1 can  (15 ounces) solid-pack pumpkin 

 1 can (12 ounces) evaporated milk 

 1 cup sugar 

 4 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice 

 1 package yellow cake mix 

 3/4 cup butter, melted 

 1-1/2 cup pecans 
 
 
1. Pre heat oven to 350 degrees 

2. In a large bowl beat first four ingredients until smooth.  

3. Transfer to a greased 13x9 inch baking dish.  

4. Sprinkle dry cake mix over pumpkin mixture and drizzle with butter.  

5. Top with pecans. You may use other nuts like walnuts or sliced          
almonds.  

6. Bake at 350 for 1 hour or until a knife inserted in the center comes out 
clean.  

7. Serve with whipped topping or ice cream 

 
(Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to Jenn Bartley at jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

or Karen Cline at karencline@sbcglobal.net ) 



 

 

Dust-off was cool!    4th of july—so hot! 
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 The Spring Dust-Off was held on June 9 
to cool temperatures and cloudy skies. 
But even a little bit of rain didn't stop the     
dedicated car aficionados from coming 
out to show their cars and share their 
love for all things Pontiac (and Oakland 
and GMC!) The turnout was much   
smaller than in  previous years, but we 
still had a good day, and lots of fun. 
Goes to show that a little rain won't 
dampen the Widetrackers' spirit! 

(Some photos courtesy of Cindy Jahn) 
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Fast forward a month. The Widetrackers 
again gathered together with their cars, this 
time in the small town of Hadley, to help 
celebrate the 4th of July! Under the      
sweltering summer sun, the Widetrackers 
showed their cars, and earned the love and 
admiration of hundreds of kids (though we 
think the candy had more to do with that 
than anything!) As always, the town     
exploded, and our 50lbs of candy was just 
enough to squeak us through to the end of 
the parade route!! 

(Some photos courtesy of Cindy Jahn) 
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1987 Fiero SE. Red 

4-cyl, 5-speed. New transmission and rear brakes. New wiring. A/C. 
Very nice looking car, sporty, 
and fun to drive. Runs great! 

$3000 

Contact Ed or Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

Selling HFT Gantry Crane, with dolly. Very Good Condition.  

$550 obo 

Also selling large rotisserie. Twin jacks. Did my GTO on it.  

$450 obo.  
Will also take parts as partial trade 

Contact Rick Lyons (248) 802-7078 

FOR SALE 

1965 Tri Power 

Professionally rebuilt carburetor. Ready to bolt on. Comes with  
manifolds, gaslines, and intake. 

$1850 

Call Ken Orlowski  
(586) 243-5398 

FOR SALE (from Website:) 

Set of 4 1978-1982 Grand Prix Hubcap Wheel Covers, $75.00.  

Contact: Chuck Humphrey  

248-628-4280  

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net
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Large selection of '60 Pontiac parts. Too many to list. If interested, 
call for details. 

Call Jerry Liske  
(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

FOR SALE: 

'67 GTO Ring and Pinion Carrier AXLE to AXLE 390 gear ratio, 
number matching '67 GTO. 

Came out of my '69 GTO. Not positive traction. Guaranteed. 
$300.00. 

Call Ken Vanniman@  
(810) 664-2576 Lapeer 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at jbart-
ley24@cogeco.ca or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the details (and 
pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here to help. Use 
us! 

Needed (from Website): 

Drivers Side Kick Panel for 1964 Pontiac Catalina. 

Contact Chuck Humphrey 

248-628-4280.  

FOR SALE (from Website): 

CAR JACKET, Pine Ridge Enterprises, fits full size cars. Bought 
originally for a 1964 Pontiac     
Catalina. New in box, never used. 

Paid $250, selling for $185. 
 

Contact Clarice 
clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

Happy belated July 4th to everyone, and happy belated Canada Day - just       
because it looks nice to see it in print (and it entertains the Canadians in the 
group). One of the questions that we are asked at this time of year is, "Do        
Canadians have a July 4th?" The answer is yes we do, and for us, it is July 1st. As 
of this year, Canada has been its own country for 151 years, or six years less than 
the age your mother-in-law acts. On July 1st, like our cousins to the south, we go 
out drinking, camp, watch parades, wear the flag all over ourselves, and light off 
enough fireworks to start a third world war.  

The wrong term for July 1st for us Canadians is to call it Independence Day. As 
Canadians, we have never severed ties with the Crown. On July 1st Canada was 
formed through the British North American Act which gave the Canadian Colonies 
the right to self-governance. Queen Victoria (Canadians also celebrate her     
birthday on or around May 24th, a week before your Memorial Day) and the British 
Parliament signed the Act. 

The easiest way to tell the difference between Canada Day (also known as      
Dominion Day or Confederation Day) and the American Independence Day is to 
think of it like this: Americans are like angry teenagers that had a fight with their 
parents (England), and moved out of the house. Woo, Independence!! Canadians 
are the twenty-somethings still living in their parents' basement that are finally 
pushed out to become their own person - but mom and dad still pay for rent and 
groceries sometimes. 

So we hope this little history lesson helps somewhat. But it still does not fully   
explain the Pontiac Beaumont. (It's a Canadian thing…) 

Anyway, enjoy the summer while it lasts and get as many miles on your car as you 
can. 

 
One last reminder: in case you hadn't heard, The 
Tracker is also available in an electronic format. If 
you'd prefer to receive it that way rather than get a 
printed hard copy mailed to you, just drop us an 
email, and we'll put you on the list. 
 
As always, keep it between the ditches (and may all 
your burnouts be smoky ones—bleach optional).  
 

 ~Mike and Jenn ♥  
 jbartley24@cogeco.ca 

Editors' Two Cents 
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Vacuum Advance 
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This is a story about distributer vacuum advance units for Pontiac (and other) engines 
with aftermarket cams that produce low RPM vacuum. 

But first, a bit of history. 

I have a fairly lumpy cam in my 1967 GTO, so I only have about eight inches of vacuum 
on the water column at idle. This doesn’t provide any early spark advance, other than the 
initial, until I get within the 2500 to 2800 RPM range and the mechanical starts to kick in. 
The problem is, with no early advance, the torque converter is continually trying to grab 
as it lopes, and it tries to gallop you right through the intersection at a red light! For    
obvious reasons, this is dangerous. And, as a result, my car got nicknamed ‘Chief Many 
Horses’ at a very early age. Let’s just say that I finished the restoration nineteen years 
ago, and this happened on Day One. 

With the original factory advance, the distributer doesn’t attain full vacuum advance  
without sixteen inches of vacuum. At low RPMs, the cylinder/fuel mixture is very dense, 
and therefore very much in need of an advance for a clean burn and good MPGs. One 
‘solution’ for many guys is to just disconnect the non-working unit, never learn the full 
story, and hope for the best. 

Well, I found the best! 

Searching the internet, I came across about ten different numbers on various units that 
could work, but guess what? None of them are produced anymore. So, I went to   
rockauto.com, they cheerfully provided me with an interchange number, and THEY 
STOCK THEM! All the units have a number stamped on them for specification purposes, 
and the one that was applicable to me was B-28. This is not the manufacturer’s number 
– those are all different – but the B-28 is the SAME ON ALL! 

Airtex 4V1053 is the one that is still on the market. It is  produced by Airtex/Wells, a good 
old company. For $11.53, I would recommend ordering two; Murphy’s Law predicts that 
they probably won’t be around next year like a lot of needed aftermarket parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's a very easy two-screw installation, and you don’t have to remove the distributer at all. 
Just take off the cap, and install it. Cindy did ours. (Just kidding!) But now, it’s installed, 
and it works GRRRRRRRRRREAT!!! 

Web Store: Rock Auto 
Industry Spec Number (found on unit’s arm: B-28 
Airtex/Wells Part Number: 4V1053 

And, if you’re interested in learning more about vacuum advance and ignition timing, 
check out the following link. It’s an excellent article. 

http://www.superchevy.com/how-to/additional-tech/1601-everything-you-wanted-to-know
-about-vacuum-advance-and-ignition-timing/  

Happy Cruising! 

This is the part as it 
comes shipped from 
rockauto.com. Just 
make sure that the right 
spec number is 
stamped on it before 
you use it! 



 

 

 The Last Laugh 

18 

THE PERILS OF ASSISTED LIVING 
 
At a senior's complex, the people who lived there had small apartments but they 
all ate at a central cafeteria. One morning one of the residents didn't show up for 
breakfast so my wife went upstairs and knocked on his door to see if he was OK. 
She could hear him through the door and he said that he was running late and 
would be down shortly. 
 
An hour later he still hadn't arrived so she went back to check and she found him 
on the stairs. He was coming down but was having a  hell of time. He had a death 
grip on the hand rail and seemed to be having trouble getting his legs to work 
right. She told him she was going to call an ambulance but he told her no, he 
wasn't in any pain and just wanted to have his breakfast. So she helped him the 
rest of the way down the stairs and he ate. 
 
When he tried to return to his room he was completely unable to get up even the 
first step so they called an ambulance for him. A couple hours later she called the 
hospital to see how he was doing. The receptionist there said he was fine, he'd 
just had both of his legs in one leg of his boxer shorts.  

 
 
 



 

 

THE SECRET TO OLD AGE 
 
A 105-year old woman was being interviewed and was asked the secret to her 
longevity. 
 
"Well," she said, "for better digestion, I drink beer. If I'm feeling feverish, I drink 
white wine. For high blood pressure, I drink red wine. If I have a stomach ache, I 
drink Scotch. And when I have a cold, I drink Schnapps." 
 
"When do you drink water?" the interviewer asked. 
 
She looked at him and said, "I've never been that sick." 

The Last Laugh 
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ONE FOR THE GOLFERS... 
 
While golfing, a senior gentleman accidentally overturned his golf cart late one 
afternoon. A very attractive, young, female golfer, who lived in a villa on the golf 
course, heard the noise and called out, "Are you OK?" 
 
"I’m OK, thanks," he replied as he pulled himself out of the twisted cart. 
 
She said, "Come up to my villa, rest a while, and I’ll help you get the cart up 
later." 
 
The old guy noticed her silky robe was partially open, revealing what appeared 
to be a very nice figure. "That’s mighty nice of you," he answered, "but I don’t 
think my wife would like it." 
 
"Oh, come on now!" she insisted. 
 
She was so pretty, and very, very persuasive. He was weak. "Well, OK," he 
finally agreed. 
 
After a couple of Scotch and sodas, he thanked her and said, "I feel a lot better 
now. But I know my wife is going to be really upset. So I’d better go now." 
 
"Don’t be silly!" she said with a smile, letting her robe fall slightly more open. 
"Stay for a while. Your wife won’t know anything. By the way, where is she?" 
 
He replied, "Still under the cart, I suppose."  



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  

If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, please 
email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a complimentary copy 
and an application form to join up.  

POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  

See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  

Paul Bergstrom 

POCI Club Office Manager  

With summer heating up, why not consider some Widetracker apparel? The club can 
help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to place your order. Or, you can always bring in 
your own items to get the club logo put on them. You can have your items custom 
embroidered, or silkscreened. It's a great way to show your Pontiac love, advertise the 
club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $10. We order the week before the 
monthly meeting, and you can either pick yours up 
there, or ask a friend to grab it for you if you can't 
attend in person. Sorry, but we don't send them 
through the post. (We'd hate to see them damaged!!) 

See him at the meetings, or contact him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via 
email at: bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Jul 28 OCHS Ice Cream Social 
11:00a.m.—5:00p.m. 

Pine Grove Historical Museum 
Pontiac, MI (see C. Jahn for more info) 

Aug 4 Golling Charity Car Show 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

'Shop With Heroes' Village-Wide 
Downtown Lake Orion, MI 

Aug 11 Club Meeting 
5:30p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Aug 17-18 Woodward Dream Cruise Woodward Ave 
Pontiac, MI 

Aug 23 Old US-27 Tour 
8:00a.m. 

Meijer Parking Lot 
Dewitt, MI 

Sep 8 Club Meeting 
5:30p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Sep 15 Golling Charity Car Show—Finale 
8:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

Golling GMC 

Sep 23 Seller's Indian Summer Car Show 
9:00a.m.—4:00p.m. 

Seller's Buick GMC 
Farmington Hills, MI (3rd Tri-Power 
Show) 

VARIOUS Countless car shows and events See Widetrackers.org for specific 
times and info! 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! 
The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our 
favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere we should see, pass your 
suggestions on to a member of the social committee—they'd love to hear from 
you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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New Members—
Welcome! 
Deborah Bates—Pontiac 

For those who don't know her, this is the lovely lady who 
takes care of all things paperwork for us! (We love you, 
Clarice!     )  
 

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at        
(248)628-4280 or email clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com .  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed 
on the Members Vehicle List. Thanks! 

mailto:clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com


 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2018 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Jerry Liske 

248-330-0209   248-969-2813 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  geraldliske@att.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

Doug Blakeley   Dan Kane 

810-796-2044   248-396-6848 

dougblakeley5@aol.com  dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Nancy Shinouskis   Wade Cleffman 

810-965-4810   810-2456032 

shinouskis@aol.com  carcrazywade@yahoo.com 

Director    Memberships 

Bob VanSickle    Clarice Humphrey 

810-338-1943   248-628-4280 

bpvan231@aol.com  clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com  

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley  Dave Bloch 

519-337-8070   810-653-8919  

jbartley24@cogeco.ca  davidebloch@hotmail.com 

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Boersma, Cleffman, Armstrong,   

Coombe, Humphrey, Long & Kokenos families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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