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Happy New Year, fellow Widetrackers. 
 
Well, another year has come and gone. We have lost some members and 
gained new ones. The year started off on a bit of a low, as we suddenly 
lost Dave Bloch, our Webmaster. Our condolences go to his family. But, 
all in all, the Michigan Widetrackers are going strong, and the Pontiac car 
hobby is doing great. Our Social Committee has some really great ideas 
of places and events to go to, and things to do in the works, so stay tuned 
for that. Hopefully everyone can participate in these events, and we'll 
have more information about these at our monthly meetings. 
 
Regarding our meetings, I want to congratulate our new executive board. 
We are still looking for a secretary. I know it is a big commitment to take 
this position, but I am sure someone will step up. If not, there will be no 
minutes of our meetings, and we need that so those who can't make it out 
know what's going on. But, we've always had a lot of members who step 
up to help. I'm sure this won't be any different. 
 
This year's Orion Lighted Parade float was a great success. We won for 
best theme depiction. I want to thank everyone for all the work everyone 
put in on the float. It looked great. 
 
I am not a snow liking guy, so this winter has, so far, been real nice. I 
hope it continues, but this is Michigan so I am sure snow - and lots of it - 
will be coming. But, cruise season will be here soon. The Dust Off      
committee is already getting started on this year's event. Again, we are 
working with Sellers and Motor City. All we need is warm sunny weather. 

 
I hope to see everyone at the next meeting.      
Because it's Valentine's Day, the club will be 
providing the desserts. More information about this 
will be coming, but the sweets will be on us. To 
those who go south, have a great time and we all 
will see you in the spring. Harley is doing great and 
controlling me. She is training me. She is a real 
joy.  
 
Remember: drive your Pontiacs. 
 
 

Arnold Boersma 
President 

President's column 2 



 

 

Widetrackers.org—Phishing 

For those of us Widetrackers who use the internet     
regularly, especially email, the word “phishing” has 
strangely appeared. What is “phishing”, how does it  
affect you, and what do you need to know to protect 
yourself from it? This article will help explain this scourge 
of the internet and how to guard against it. 
 

Phishing (pronounced the same as “fishing”) is an     
invented word that was added to the computer/internet 
lexicon about 20 years ago to describe the online    
fraudulent practice by people and companies to deceive 
unsuspecting internet users and illegally extract personal and financial information 
from them, especially social security numbers, passwords, bank/credit card    
numbers, and other data in order to steal a person’s identity and money. Phishing 
is a crime that can be prosecuted under identity theft laws resulting in prison   
sentences and fines. U.S. citizens and corporations are defrauded out of        
enormous amounts of money by phishing scammers each year. Forbes magazine 
reported that businesses alone lost $676 million to phishing scams in 2017. Data 
for individuals is not available, but their losses are probably of the same         
magnitude or more. 
 

How does a phishing scam work? Phishing scams work through the internet email 
system. A fraudulent scammer will copy legitimate company logos, such as Bank 
of America, Google, Microsoft, and PayPal, and then paste the logo on an email 
explaining that there is something wrong with a user’s account. The user is     
advised to “verify” their account credentials by clicking the provided link. The link 
takes the user to the fraudulent scammer's website where the user is directed to 
enter all their personal and financial information, for verification purposes. The 
phishing scammer then uses the information to defraud the user anyway they can.  
 

Phishing scams are divided into three 
categories: (1) spear phishing -targeting 
individuals, (2) clone phishing – using 
previous legitimate emails, and (3) whale 
phishing – targeting corporate            
executives. Some phishing scammers 
are amateurish – misspelling words,  
using improper sentence structures, and 
other very obvious mistakes. But other 
phishing scammers use some very    
sophisticated techniques and are difficult 
to detect. Businesses are scammed with 
fake email vendor invoices. Recently, 
sharing of Google Documents has been 

suspected of being used by phishing scammers.  
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The best way to defeat a phishing scammer is to obey the Golden Rule of Emails: 
DO NOT CLICK ON ANY LINK, and DO NOT OPEN ANY ATTACHMENT in any 
email sent to you from a person that you do not PERSONALLY know and trust – 
“better safe than sorry”. Another good way is to look at the email address that the 
phishing email was sent from. If it is not from the legitimate official company email 
address, then it is a fraud. If you are worried that any of your online accounts have 
been compromised in any way, go directly to the legitimate company’s website 
and check it out there. Also, change your password.  

 

Microsoft’s email Outlook and Hotmail 
allow their users to specifically report 
phishing scams under the “Junk”  
category for deleting emails. Google 
allows for a “Report Spam” category 
in their Gmail accounts. 
 

Unfortunately, phishing will probably 

exist for as long as the internet exists, 

despite software programs being  

developed to combat it. Therefore, it 

is prudent to be aware of phishing and 

the simple steps you can do to protect yourself. 
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It is with a heavy heart that we announce that this article will be Dave's 
last contribution to The Tracker. We received this from him on the    
morning of the 10th, and decided that we would run it as his last       
Webmaster article. 

If you have any questions or suggestions you would like to see featured 
in this segment, please hold on to them until the next edition. 

    ~Eds. 



 

 
Let's Talk Tires—Part I 

By Bob Klauka 

Never doubt the power of the pothole. 
Steel rims can sometimes be repaired, 
but if it's an alloy wheel, expect to dish 
out some money for a new one. 

 Everybody knows the old joke about flat tires, right? 
It's only flat on one side; just roll it over and you'll be 
fine. 

We won't have room here to talk about every aspect 
of a car tire, but, we'll try to explain some everyday 
facts drivers should know about them. 

 

 

 
WHAT DOES A TIRE DO? 

First, tires supply traction to the road. Without some sort of friction, the car 
would just spin the wheels. They also provide a cushion between the road 
and the wheel. 

We've all heard of, or maybe experienced, the damage done to a wheel 
and tire from a big ole pothole that Michigan is famous for. I guess the tire 
can only do so much to protect the wheel. And, yes, you guys with the 22 
inch wheels and 3 inches of tire know what I mean.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIRE SIZE 

Before discussing wheel and tire ratio, it's important to understand tire 
size. Here's a handy chart that shows how to read the tire size that cast 
into the side of a tire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Tire Class : P 
Tire tire class of this tire size is 'P' which means it is a passenger car tire. 
The first letter in the tire size designates the tire class. An 'LT' would be a 
light truck class and no letter would be a euro-metric tire. 

Note: If you see T or LT on the sidewall, this tire is for a truck. If you put 
this tire on a passenger car, the ride quality will really change, and not for 
the better. 

Section Width : 185 
The first number in a metric tire size is the section width of the tire. On our 
example, the width is 185mm. 

Note: There's a difference between section width and tread width. This 
image will help explain it. You will have to examine each tire to get the 
tread width you desire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aspect Ratio : 65 
The second number in a metric tire size is called the aspect ratio. This tire 
has an aspect ratio of 65, which means that the sidewall height is 65% of 
the section width. 

Note: If you want a taller tire, the aspect ratio will be larger. See the chart 
at the end of this section to compare older to newer tire sizes. 

Tire Construction : R 
The tire construction of this tire size is R for radial. This letter is for how 
the tire is constructed. Radial is the standard construction method for   
almost all tires. 

Wheel Diameter : 15 
The wheel diameter of this tire size is 15 inches. The tire is designed to be 
mounted on a 15" rim. 

Load Index : 92 
This number is the load index and the maximum amount of weight the tire 

(Continued on page 7) 
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can carry. A higher number means the tire can carry more weight. Be 
aware that the higher the number will change the ride quality. There are 
tables available that will translate the number to an actual weight. In this 
example, a load index of 92 translates to a load capacity of 1389 lbs. Most 
passenger cars have a load index between 75 and 100. 

Speed Rating : H 
This letter is the speed rating of the tire and indicates the maximum speed 
the tire can sustain. In this case, H corresponds to 130 mph. 

Special Note: This rating is critical for high performance cars. Let's take 
Firebirds for instance. Pontiac built two version of the Firebird V8. One 
had approximately 275 HP and came with S rated tires. The other had 
approximately 330 HP and came with Z rated tires. The Z rated tires were 
much wider and had a softer tread compound for better traction. It's     
perfectly okay to put a higher speed rated tire on your car, but    
NEVER EVER put a lower speed rated tire on a car that was built with 
the higher rating.  

Now, for the geezers with older cars, here's a chart that explains how tire 
sizes compare from older to newer. This chart will help you get the height 
appearance that you need to maintain the look of a stock car. 

Although they never show it on a tire, the wear is dictated by the hardness 
of the rubber compound in the tire. A softer compound will give you great 
traction at the expense of wearing out sooner. A harder compound will 
wear for many miles but at the expense of traction. I've found that the 
mileage warranty of the tire is a very good indicator of the compound. A 
30,000 mile tire is pretty soft.  

Of course, this general rule does not apply to the more exotic tires on high 
performance cars. 

We will conclude our discussion on tires in the next issue of The Tracker. 

Send me an email at rklauka@chartermi.net with suggestions about what 
you'd like to see here. 

Let's Talk Tires—Part I 
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It was with great sadness that the club 
learned of our Webmaster Dave Bloch's 
passing on January 11, 2019—two days  
before his 70th birthday. Many were stunned 
- after experiencing and overcoming some 
very serious health problems in August, 
Dave had just sent out a note to everyone, 
saying how great he was feeling, how he 
was getting back into walking, and how    
excited he was that he was going to be able 
to return to the club in the spring, and get out 
in his car. Unfortunately, life does not always 
work out the way we want it to, and we lost a 

wonderful friend for it. 

For those who did not know Dave beyond his picture in The Tracker 
and the articles he wrote as  
Webmaster, you missed an     
opportunity to know a very       
interesting man. It's not that much 
of a stretch to say that cars were 
in Dave's blood. He was born in 
the Motor City, after all. He'd 
even had a long career in the  
automotive field, retiring from 
General Motors where he'd 
worked as a Mechanical, Electrical and Professional Engineer. It 
seemed that Dave had always loved cars, and in 2014, he became 
a member of the Widetrackers - though we were not the only club 
he belonged to. He was also an active member with OPW, and the 
Buick Club of America. 

To speak to him, Dave may 
not have had the loudest 
voice, or had the largest 
frame, but his impact on 
this club was monumental. 
When Dave joined, he   
immediately took a keen 
interest in participating. He 
served a term as Club  

(Continued on page 9) 
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Secretary, and he rebuilt the club website 
essentially from the ground up, creating a 
space that truly showcased the club, its 
members, and the cars. He also contributed 
many articles as the Club Webmaster for 
several years, offering educational tidbits on 
computers, the internet, and other IT related 
topics. But, for those who may not           
remember, Dave also wrote a few technical 
articles, too! This was where the engineer in 
him came through via the specifications and 
attention to detail he put in while conveying 
the information. 

Being in a Pontiac club, of course Dave had a Pontiac. Everyone 
knew his blue '39 Silverstreak, and he did have a silver '77 Grand 

Prix, but he also had a great love 
for his maroon '78 Cadillac 
deVille, and many of his articles 
may have featured this particular 
vehicle. We, as editors, may have 
let that particular technicality 
slide…just because it was Dave! 

For those who had an opportunity 
to speak to Dave on a routine 
basis knew he was something of 
an amateur photographer, was 
very involved with the Sloan    
Museum Auto Show, and had a 
wickedly dry sense of humour. 
For those who didn't, know that 
this club was very lucky to have 
had this creative, intelligent, kind 
man in our ranks for a while. He 
always had soft words and a 

warm smile for everyone, and with his passing, he will be greatly 
missed. We hope that whatever road he's currently travelling, the 
sun's shining, the windows are down, and he has nothing but miles 
of open road ahead of him. 

 

Saying Goodbye 
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What Do You Think? 

By Dennis Carol 
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We all know that is a       
customary practice in the 
auto industry for all pickup 
trucks and most SUVs to 
have some sort of rugged, 
outdoorsy, or famous 

name like Tahoe, Acadia, Cheyenne, Sierra, Colorado, Dakota, 
Canyon, Tacoma, and so on. So, when Buick introduced the 
Rainier SUV in 2004, built off of the Trailblazer/Envoy platform, 
no one blinked an eye. Most everyone assumed this vehicle was 
named after Mount Rainier in Washington state.  

But was it? 

Consider this: in 1905, John T. Rainier 
founded the Rainier Motor Car     
Company in Flushing, New York. 
Rainiers were big, conventional cars 
that were solidly built and had a lot of 
power for their time. They earned a lot 
of local success in hill climbs and 
mountain races. The company was also one of the first ever to 
offer a limited one-year guarantee on "use without repair         

expenses".  In 1909, the    
company was bought out of 
bankruptcy by General Motors, 
which continued the Rainier 
brand until 1911. Under     
General Motors, the Rainier 
was managed by Buick      
leadership at the time. 

So, was the 2004-2007 Buick 
Rainier really named after Mount Rainier, or did Buick pay a  
subtle, silent homage to the old, defunct Rainier Motor Car   
Company? Buick officials aren’t saying. What do you think? 

1906 Rainier 

2005 Buick Rainier 



 

 

Widetrackers Drive-Thru 

(Well, We Are an Eating Club With a Car Habit...) 
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Whenever the Widetrackers get together, there 
is always food with fellowship. Our monthly     
pot-luck suppers are always an amazing sight to 
behold, and over the course of the night     
someone is bound to ask someone for a recipe. 
 
The Widetracker Drive-Thru is a chance for 
members to share some of their signature    
dishes with the group, and hopefully, you can 

find a new favourite among the offerings! 
 

Elaine's Chinese Salad (courtesy of Jim Larson) 
 
 1 bag coleslaw 
 5 green onions (including the tops) sliced thin 
 2-3 Tbsp butter or margarine 
 1/4 c sesame seeds 
 1/4 c sliced almonds 
 1 pkg instant ramen (noodles only, no seasoning) 
 1/2 c sugar 
 2-3 Tbsp soy sauce 
 5-6 Tbsp vinegar 
 1/4 tsp white pepper 
 1/2 c oil 
 
1. Put coleslaw and onions in a large salad bowl. 

2. Break noodles into bite-sized pieces. 

3. In a pan, sauté sesame seeds, almonds and noodles in butter 

until golden brown. 

4. Combine sugar, soy sauce, vinegar, pepper and oil to make a 

dressing. 

5. Just before serving, add everything together and toss. 
 

 

Got a great recipe you'd like to share? Just email it to us! 

Jenn Bartley at mikejennbartley@gmail.com 



 

 

A step back in time 
12 

Leading in to the Holiday Season, the 
Widetrackers were given an early 
Christmas present. Thank you to Mike 
and Sheila Cushing for arranging a tour 
to the GM Heritage Center on Nov 30. 
This was a very special treat for those 
members who attended, as the Heritage 
Center is not a place you can just walk 
up to and get a tour! 

The GM North American Heritage   
Collection is made up of approximately 
600 cars and trucks which reflect many 
GM industry firsts, carefully chosen to 
tell the story of the company's history. 

Thanks to Cindy Jahn for the photos! 
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The weekend of Nov 30 and Dec 1 was 
one of fun and revelry for the club. On 
Nov 30, after touring the GM Heritage 
Center, many of the Widetrackers  
headed to Golling GMC dressed to  
party the night away for the annual  
Holly Jolly Folly. As always, there was 
much food and fun, and a silent auction 
filled with dozens of interesting and 
amazing prizes! 

The next night, the Widetrackers took to 
the streets to participate in the Lake 
Orion Lighted Parade. This year's 
theme was 'Rockin' Down Broadway', 
and after many hours of work in design 
and construction, the club came away 
with the award for 'Best Theme        
Depiction'. Congratulations!! 

Thanks to Clarice Humphrey for the 
photos! 

To partying down 
 



 

 

FOR SALE 

1965 Tri Power. Professionally rebuilt carburetor. Ready to bolt on. Comes with 
manifolds, gaslines, and intake. $1850 

Call Ken Orlowski  
(586) 243-5398 

1960 Pontiac Catalina Hardtop 

Nice but needs finishing, Has extra motor and trans. Asking $13, 000 

Call Jerry Liske  
(248) 969-2813 or (248) 421-2502 

Selling HFT Gantry Crane, with dolly. Very Good Condition. $550 obo 

Also selling large rotisserie. Twin jacks. Did my GTO on it.  

$450 obo. Will also take parts as partial trade 

Contact Rick Lyons  
(248) 802-7078 

1987 Fiero SE. Red 

4-cyl, 5-speed. New transmission and 
rear brakes. New wiring. A/C. Very 
nice looking car, sporty, and fun to 
drive. Runs great! 

$2400 

Contact Karen Cline 
(248) 978-6581  
karencline@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale 
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JEEPS FOR SALE 

2005 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo. 5k miles on engine 
since complete remanufacture of 4.7 V8. New brakes and 
radiator. Leather power heated seats. Tires in good        
condition, about one year old. Warranty on engine is for 
250k miles! Jeeps body as 190k miles. Loves the snow and 
Michigan’s year around potholes! Still a lot of life left in this 
awesome Jeep! Asking $5800 and considering offers.  
 
2007 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited Has Hemi with fresh 
remanufacture. Less than 1k miles on engine. Unlimited mile 
warranty for one year. 156k miles on body. New front     
fenders. New brakes front and rear. New drivers side tie rod 
and front alignment . New front drive shaft. New muffler. 
New oil pan. New water pump. 16 new spark plugs. New air 
cleaner . Equipped with remote start, Qudradrive II, leather 
heated power seating with drivers side two position memory, 
tow package, adjustable pedals. Ready if snow comes and 

loves our Michigan potholes! Asking $6750 and considering offers. 

Contact Tim Andrews  
(248) 884-0580  tandp3241@comcast.net 

mailto:karencline@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Do you have something you'd like to sell? Is it a completed car? Awesome. Is it some obscure 
resto part that you don't need anymore? Cool! No matter how big or small, all Widetracker 
members are allowed to advertise free in The Tracker. 

All you have to do is drop a line to Mike or Jenn Bartley either by email at           
mikejennbartley@gmail.com or by phone at (519) 337-8070 (we have voice mail) with the 
details (and pictures if you've got 'em!), and we'll make sure it gets put up for you! We're here 
to help. Use us! 

FOR SALE 

Post-resto leftover parts sale. Mostly 1973-74 full-size Pontiac Parts. Cheap! Items 
located at my home. 

Contact: Steve Darling 
(248) 891-0687 

 

FOR SALE: 

'67 GTO Ring and Pinion Carrier AXLE to AXLE 390 gear ratio, number matching 
'67 GTO. 

Came out of my '69 GTO. Not positive traction. Guaranteed. $300.00. 

Call Ken Vanniman 
(810) 664-2576 Lapeer 

FOR SALE 

(1) 215 70 R14 with 1” white wall tire. Excellent condition with very little tread wear. 
Replaced all 4 tires and this was an odd size. Asking $75.  

Contact: Judy Vader 
(810) 624-4058 or jvader@centurytel.net 

For Sale 
(Continued) 
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PARTS FOR SALE 
 
For a '64 Catalina 2-door hard top 

Contact: Bruce Patchett 
(810) 721-8282 

L: Trunk lid has a little rust around 
the edges, good resto candidate, 
$100 

R: Front/rear bumpers, $100 ea, 
Valance $25, Windshield Cowl $25 

L: Hood has a little rust around the 
edges, overall solid $100 

R: Driver/passenger front fenders, 
repaired—no rust $75 ea 



 

 

TRACKER DISCLAIMER 

The Tracker is a bi-monthly publication of the Michigan Widetrackers Chapter 16 of Pontiac Oakland Club 
International (POCI). The articles, editorials and information contained in The Tracker come from a variety 
of sources and represent the views and opinions of the individual authors and are not necessarily those of 

the Widetrackers or any of its officers. While we attempt to print material that is accurate, we do not    
assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, inaccuracies or contrary interpretation of the subject  

matter herein. 

We hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, and is ready for 
2019.  

We had the opportunity to go away on vacation during the Christmas season. We 
have never gone away for Christmas, and we 
felt it was the year to try something new. We 
went to Charleston, South Carolina to see a 
city that we have not been to since we were 
teenagers. It is surprising how in 26 years it 
has grown from essentially a navy port to the 
tourist town that it is today. Apparently,     
progress has been kind.  

During our stay, we toured the USS Yorktown. 
Similar to Charleston itself, there has been a 

lot of change to this museum ship from when we visited last. When we were there 
before, the ship needed repair 
and we were free to tour around 
at our leisure. Now there are self-
guided tour routes and static 
displays throughout the ship.  

Charleston has embraced its 
history, too, given the number of 
new museums that have cropped 
up since 1992. They even have a 
display of the Confederate     
submarine, the H.L. Hunley is available to see. Although it is a replica of the original 
sub used during the Civil War (or as some of the Southerners educated us, "The 
War of Northern Aggression") it is there for all to see. 

It was a unique way to spend the holiday. It was the first time in our lives that we 
celebrated Christmas at 70 degrees, and could watch alligators in the swampy area 
on the grounds of the Magnolia Plantation that we toured. But sometimes, you just 

have to try new things. 

Winter is half way done. Look at it like this: the Auto 
Show and Autorama are a go, and really are the kick-
off to car show season. We look forward to seeing all 
of you at these upcoming events if work cooperates 
and we can make them - though if any of you have a 
spare 1.5 million Canadian dollars, we could use it to 
retire early and just attend all of these events. 

Until next time, keep your stick on the ice. 
 

 ~Mike and Jenn ♥  
 mikejennbartley@gmail.com 

Editors' Two Cents 
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Test Your Automotive Knowledge! 

Submitted by A Tracker Member 
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So, you fancy yourself something of an automotive expert, do you? 
Let's put that to the test, shall we? 

One of our members submitted a  
photo of their car. Not the whole car, 
but a teeny, tiny snippet of it. 

From the picture presented, can you 
identify the year, make and model? 

If you think you can, email us, or tell 
us before the March meeting on 
March 9. From the correct answers, 
we'll draw one name to win a fun little 
prize. The answer—and the winner's 
name and the submitter—will all be 
announced in the March issue of The 
Tracker. 

Good luck!! 

Can you guess the year, make and 
model from just this much info? 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

Starting at the end of 2019, when a new editor takes over the newsletter, The 
Tracker will be delivered BY EMAIL ONLY. 

If your email information is incomplete, please send your information to Clarice at: 

CLARICE.HUMPHREY@YAHOO.COM 

Special requests will be considered by the Board of Directors for snail mail 
delivery in hardship cases on a case by case basis. 

Hardship requests must be sent to the President, Arnold Boersma, in writ-
ing, for consideration. 

The following members have no email listed on the membership roster, 
and need to contact Clarice as soon as possible: 

Dan Aldritch    Jeff Bourcier 
Brad/Angela Hielb   Ray Howard 
William/Theresa Jahn  Wallace Wheeler 
Glenn/Dawn Whitehead  John McMullen 
Pat Seymore 
 

mailto:CLARICE.HUMPHREY@YAHOO.COM


 

 

 The Last Laugh 
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I SEE THE PROBLEM HERE... 
 
"Doctor, I think my wife's going deaf. She 
never answers a single question I ask her." 
 
"Try this," the doctor began. "Stand quite 
some distance away from her and ask her 
something. If she doesn't answer, move a 
little closer and try again. Keep on doing this 
until she finally answers, so that we can 
gauge how serious the problem is." 
 
As soon as he got through his home's front 
door, the man asked his wife what they 
were having for supper. When he didn't hear an answer, he moved forward a  
couple of feet and asked again. Still no answer. He keeps on repeating this until 
he's only mere inches away from her face. 
 
Finally, she says, "FOR THE FIFTEENTH TIME, WE'RE HAVING CHICKEN 
PIE!" 

THAT'S ONE WAY TO DO IT 

 
After a tiring day, a commuter settled down in his seat and closed his eyes. As 
the train rolled out of the station, the young woman sitting next to him pulled 
out her cell phone and started talking in a loud voice: 
 
"Hi sweetheart. It's Sue. I'm on the train...Yes, I know it's the six-thirty and not the 
four-thirty, but I had a long meeting...No, honey, not with that Kevin from the   
accounting office. It was with the boss...No sweetheart, you're the only one in my 
life...Yes, I'm sure, cross my heart!" 
 
Fifteen minutes later, she was still talking loudly. 
  
When the man sitting next to her had enough, he leaned over and said into the 
phone, "Sue, hang up the phone and come back to bed." 
  
Sue doesn't use her cell phone in public any longer.  



 

 

THE COST OF A SECOND OPINION 
 
A woman brought a very limp duck into a veterinary surgeon. As she laid her pet on 
the table, the vet pulled out his stethoscope and listened to the bird's chest. After a 
moment or two, the vet shook his head and sadly said, "I'm sorry, your duck 
has passed away." 
 
The distressed woman wailed, "Are you sure?"  
 
"Yes, I am sure. Your duck is dead," replied the vet. 
 
"How can you be so sure?" she protested. "I mean you haven't done any testing on 
him or anything. Please, can't you do something else?" 
 
The vet sighed. "Very well." He returned a few minutes later with a black Labrador 
Retriever. As the duck's owner looked on in amazement, the dog stood on his hind 
legs, put his front paws on the examination table and sniffed the duck from top to 
bottom. He then looked up at the vet with sad eyes and shook his head. The vet 
patted the dog on the head and took it out of the room. A few minutes later he     
returned with a cat. The cat jumped on the table and also delicately sniffed the bird 
from head to foot. The cat sat back on its haunches, shook its head, meowed softly 
and strolled out of the room.  
 
The vet looked at the woman and said, "I'm sorry, but as I said, this is definitely, 
100% certifiably, a dead duck." The vet turned to his computer terminal, hit a few 
keys and produced a bill, which he handed to the woman. 
 
The duck's owner, still in shock, took the bill. "$150!" she cried, "$150 just to tell me 
my duck is dead?" 
 
The vet shrugged, "I'm sorry. If you had just taken my word for it, the bill would have 
been $20, but with the Lab Report and the Cat Scan, it's now $150."  

The Last Laugh 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE LAST THOUGHT 

 



 

 

Contact Tom or Marlyn 

Clees  

(248) 891-7809 

(248) 505-6953 

Or 

teclees1@aol.com 

Club Products for Sale 

A PSA From POCI 

Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE!  

If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to 
check out our monthly magazine, Smoke Signals, 
please email or call the club office and we’ll mail you a free copy and 
an application form to join up.  

POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine 
has great articles, you will get access to our technical advisors and 
the best classified ads (on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts for sale and wanted.  

See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and 
include your name and mailing address).  

Paul Bergstrom 

POCI Club Office Manager  

Christmas is coming, so, why not consider some Widetracker apparel? The club can 
help you out! Just see Tom or Marlyn to place your order. Or, you can always bring in 
your own items to get the club logo put on them. You can have your items nicely  
embroidered, or silkscreened. It's a great way to show your Pontiac love, advertise the 
club and bring in new members! 
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NAMETAGS! 

Are you new? Do people keep asking you who you are? 
Do you need a nametag? New or replacement magnetic 
backed nametags can be ordered from Bill Coombe for a 
nominal cost of $10. We order the week before the 
monthly meeting, and you can either pick yours up 
there, or ask a friend to grab it for you if you can't 
attend in person. Sorry, but we don't send them 
through the post. (We'd hate to see them damaged!!) 

See him at the meetings, or contact him by phone at 586-293-0662 or via 
email at: bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

http://www.poci.org/
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com


 

 

Jan 12-27 
 

North American International  
Auto Show 

COBO Center 
Detroit 

Feb 8-10 
 

Chrome and Ice Show Dort Federal Credit Union Arena 
Flint 

Feb 9 
 

Club Meeting 
5:30p.m. 

Golling GMC 
Dessert provided by the club 

Mar 1-3 Detroit Autorama COBO Center 
Detroit 

Mar 9 Club Meeting 
5:30p.m. 

Golling GMC 
 

Jun 8 Widetracker's Annual Dust-Off Springfield Oaks County Park 
Davisburg, MI 

Aug 17 Woodward Dream Cruise Woodward Ave 
Pontiac 

VARIOUS Countless car shows and events See Widetrackers.org for specific 
times and info! 

As you can see, there are a TON of activities planned for the coming months! 
The club is always looking for new and exciting places to visit in addition to our 
favourite go-to's! If you’ve got an idea of somewhere we should see, pass your 
suggestions on to a member of the social committee—they'd love to hear from 
you. After all, the club is only as good as you want to make it! 
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New Members—
Welcome! 
Kenny & Linda Galdes—Brighton 

Jeff Ryeson—Metamora 

Bill & Jerolyn Szuch—Rochester Hills 

 

For those who don't know her, this is the lovely lady who takes care of all 
things paperwork for us! (We love you, Clarice! ♥ )  

Anyone needing membership packets, contact Clarice Humphrey at        
(248)628-4280 or email clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com .  

Reminder: Send Clarice your POCI number if you have one and it's not listed 
on the Membership Roster. Thanks! 

mailto:clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com


 

 

Michigan Widetrackers New Officers for 2019 

President   Vice President 

Arnold Boersma   Jerry Liske 

248-330-0209   248-969-2813 

arnoldgp99@aol.com  geraldliske@att.net 

Secretary   Treasurer 

    Dan Kane 

    248-396-6848 

    dandan13@comcast.net 

Director    Director 

Nancy Shinouskis   Doug Blakeley 

810-965-4810   810-796-2044 

shinouskis@aol.com  dougblakeley5@aol.com 

Director    Memberships 

Judy Vader    Clarice Humphrey 

810-797-4476   248-628-4280 

jvader@centurytel.net  clarice.humphrey@yahoo.com  

Tracker Editor    Web Master 

Jenn & Mike Bartley   

519-337-8070     

mikejennbartley@gmail.com  

Clothing Sales   Nametags 

Tom & Marlyn Clees  Bill Coombe 

248-891-7809   586-293-0662 

teclees1@aol.com   bcgrandmarquis@gmail.com 

Activities Committee  

VanSickle, Boersma, Cleffman, Armstrong,   

Coombe, Humphrey, Long & Kokenos families  

 

www.widetrackers.org 

Club contacts 

22 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 16 

Benefits of Membership:   Local, National & International contacts, Smoke Signals, POCI  

    monthly magazine with tech restoration info & free Advertising. 

    Tracker Newsletter published bimonthly with events & meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Today’s Date:____________________ 

Primary Member________________________________Birth date:_______________ 

Spouse/Associate Member:________________________ Birth date:_______________ 

Children:     ________  _______ 

Address      Phone:_________________ 

City, State, Zip     E-mail:_________________ 

THE MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS TO JOIN THE 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI). APPLICATIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT POCI.ORG - POCI #_______ 

 

Signature:       _______________ 

 Classic of Collector Car(s) Year Make Model #of Cylinders 

1.       _______________ 

2.      ______________________ 

3.       _______________ 

Widetracker club dues are $18.00 per year paid each May 1st. If joining for the first time, dues 

will be prorated at $1.50 per month. Please pay by cash or check made out to:  

MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS.  

Return this application and dues to:  

  MICHIGAN WIDETRACKERS CHAPTER 16 OF POCI 

  c/o Clarice Humphrey 

  4993 E Harvard Ave, Clarkston MI, 48348 

New member____  Renewal____  

Shirt size ______ Spouse Shirt Size ______ 

Payment: Cash ____ Check #______ 

Contact the Widetrackers for a POCI application if needed 

www.widetrackers.org 
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